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PUBLIC CROSSES LEGIT CRITICS 





Gen, Walter Bedell Smith Mentioned — 5 
For Hollywood Film Coordinator Post 0 


General Walter Bedell Smith, 
who recently resigned as pon af 
sador to Russia, is under consider- 
ation by major company toppers 


to succeed Y. Frank Freeman as | 


chairman of the Association of 
Motion Picture Producers, the 
Hollywood affiliate of Motion Pic- 
ture Assn. of America. Also under- | 
stood to be a possibility for the 
post is Edward L. Cheyfitz, aide to 
MPAA prez Eric Johnston. 
Whether either man will get the 
job, however, hinges on the deci- | 
sion by Paffamount, reportedly not | 
yet made, 
will permanently shift his activities 
to the east. Talks are understood 


going on at Par looking toward the | originate the telecast from there. 


studio exec being shifted to’ New 
York: as an officer either in the 
production company or the new 
theatre company resulting from | 
the recent consent decree. 

Pending word from Freeman on 
his future plans, Johnston and 
MPAA board, it is learned, have 
been going over possibilities of a 
man for the post, which is how the | 
name of Smith came up. It is| 
understod he has been approached | 
and has indicated a-willingness to | 
take the job. Post would make him | 
coordinator of major studio affairs | 
and would rank closely after that, 
‘of Johnston’s in importance. 


Several factors are under con- | 


|completely mad” 
'and tele stints, 


| Sponsor wants comic to do 


as to whether Freeman | 





Cantor Mulls Giving 


Up Radio for 100% TV. 


Hollywood, May 3. 

Eddie Cantor may drop his Fri- 
day night airer on NBC in favor of 
television for the same Pabst Beer 
sponsor. The veteran comedian 
feels that a performer ‘‘would be 
to do both radio 
even with the TV 
program put on a fortnightly basis. 
both 
AM and TV stanzas. 

If Cantor chooses video, there’s 
a strong possibility he will move to 


| New York, his old home town, and 


| He reasons that Gotham is the big 


|TV centre and the not-yet-perfect 


| State of kinescoping make an east- 


/ern origination desirable, although 


|some network toppers say that kine 


sideration in making a choice be- | 


tween Smith, Cheyfitz or perhaps | 
someone else whose name may yet | 
be tossed into the ring. Major | 


point is cost, sin > salary being | busi 


(Continued on page 55) 


N.Y. Palace Vaudfilm 
Needs $17,000 to Break; 
‘Can. Pacific’ 1st Pic 





recording is now good enough to 
use Hollywood film-transcriptions 
in eastern markets. 


See Healthier Biz 
In Disks as War 
Babies Do a Fade 


Sales executives of the recording | 
iness are actually drawing an 





optimistic note out of the numer- | 


ous shutterings of retail wecord 
stores throughout the country, and 
the trequent reports of department 


stores tossing record counters into | 


the discard. Though the foldos un- 


?| fortunately are caused by the slack 


sales period through which the re- 
cording business is now moving, 


The opening bill at the Palace, 'the execs are wryly happy about 


™ We 
can vaudeville, debuting May 19, 
will comprise Mage & Karr, The | 
Chords (3), 
& Brown, Norman Evans, 
Wayne, Lorraine’ Rognan, 


Jerry 


longtime shrine of Ameri- | it all. 


The Marvellos, Cook | 


and | 


Dolinoff & Raya Sisters. Film will | 


be 


The 10-man orch will be batoned 
by Don Albert. 

The initial show is within the 
$3,000-$4,000 budget. House needs 
$17,000-$18,000 to break. Aside 
from the cost of talent, it’s antici- 
pated that the first-run picture 
will cost the house around $3,000 
weekly; pit band figures at $1,500; 
another $1,000 for the six or seven 
deckhands; $2,000 for ads; 
for the lobby and $7,500-$8,000 
for house rental and staff. 


Initial show conforms with RKO 


Theatres veepee Sol A. Schwartz's | that time, too, as featured singer 


policy against no-name bills. Dan 
Friendly is booking the house. 
What effect the Palace will have 
On returning vaude to Loew’s State 
is unknown. It’s figured a success- 
ful Palace operation on a low 


(Continued on page 55) 


“Canadian Pacific” (20th-Fox). | 


$1,000 | 


| business. 

Majority of the counters passing 
into limbo, it’s pointed out, were 
war-born ventures set up by busi- 

(Continued on page 55) 


Singer Winds 10 Yr. 
Run at Pitt Cafe 


Pittsburgh, May 3. 

Longest run for a nitery per- 
former in town’s history comes to 
an end Saturday night (7) 
Bob Carter and the Nixon Cafe 
parts company after more than 10 
years. Singer started there early 
in 1939 as featured vocalist with 





| Al Marsico’s band, and three years 
‘later became m.c., a post he’s held 


| 


| 


down ever since. He’s doubled all 
in the fioorshows. 

Carter will devote all his time 
to radio. He has his own quarter- 
hour on KDKA Sunday nights and 
is also on Maurice Spitalny’s Tap 
Time musicale on same station 
Tuesdays. 


They foresee a healthier | 


when | 


JAPRIS 
Cupp 


By HOBE MORRISON 














This has been a Broadway legit 


season in which the unexpected be- | 


came commonplace. It's been a 
season in which the public has 
second-guessed the critics. It’s a 


season in which certain shows that 
got rave reviews have been box- 
office disappointments, and others 
that got only mixed, grudging 
notices have p!.yvyed to capacity. 
Above all, it has brought three of 
the top critical and popular hits in 
legit history. 

Possibly the outstanding example 
of a show that ‘crossed up the 
critics and has let down its backers 
s “Life with Mother,” which pro- 
ducer Oscar Serlin will close 
June 4. The Howard Lindsay- 
Russel Crouse sequel to the fabu- 
lously profitable ‘Life with Father” 
got unanimously strong b.o. re- 
views, but after its extensive thea- 

| tre party bookings were exhausted, 
it failed to draw as expected. 

Another surprise has been “The 

Traitor,” which got practically all 


; public interest. On 
jhand, “Where’s Charley?” 
|mtxed and more or less 
hearted reviews, but 
tained virtually a capacity pace, 
being apparently stronger now 
than after the opening last fall. 
And a notable aspect of the season 
| has been the unprecedented suc- 
‘ enee. both critically and at the 
'b.o. of the “big three smashes’’— 
“South Pacific” and ‘‘Kiss 
Kate” in the musical field and. 
“Death of a Salesman” in the 
dramatic classification. 

Case of ‘‘Motner’ has been a} 
puzzler almost from the _ start. 
Opening last Oct. 20 at the Empire, 

(Continued on page 55) 


NBC OK’s Loesser 
Tune After Nixing’ 


got 
half- 








okayed last week the live playing 
of the tune, “Baby, It’s Cold Out- 
side,” a picture song by Frank 
Loesser which is gathering atten- 
| tion. NBC apparently didn’t care 
for the content of the lyric at first, 
but what changed the net’s mind 
lisn’t disclosed. Buddy 
it, however, on his Carnation com- 
mercial Monday (2) evening. 
Clark recorded the melody with 
Dinah Shore for Columbia records; 
Margaret Whiting and Johnny 
Mercer did it for Capitol; Ella 





Fitzgerald and Louis Jordan cut it: 


for Decca, and M-G-M’s disking is 
from the soundtrack of the film, 
“Neptune’s Daughter,” with Esther 
Williams and Ricardo Montalban. 

Edwin H. Morris Music is pub- 
lishing the song, thougheit’s in an 
M-G-M film (the latter owning the 
Big 3 publishing group), because 
Loesser always retains publication 
rights to his compositions and he 
ihas a publishing deal with Morris. 


2 
f 





hit notices but has failed to catch | 
the other) 


has main-) 


NBC at first banned and then | 


Clark did) 





‘Talent Spree Pays Off, 


Riviera 70 G, Copa 68'4G 

The Copacabana, N. Y., and the 
Riviera, Ft. Lee, N. J., currently 
waging a talent war, claim the. 
highest grosses in the history ot 
their respective spots. Bill Miller, 
Riviera’s boniface, declares his 
spot, which opened Wednesday 
(27) with Danny Thomas and Vie 
Damone, will gross $70,000 for 
preem week, while the Copa, head- 
lined by Dean Martin and Jerry 
Lewis and the Vagabonds, claims 
$68,543, topping the previous high 
of $67,000 scored by Lena Horne. 

Despite the Copa’s top grosses, 
Monte Proser, who as_ president 
of the Copa’s corporate setup 
holds 35% of the cafe, is reported 
planning to retire from the opera- 


tion. He’s said to be desirous of 
selling his interest for $200,000. 
Lately, Proser has taken little in- 


terest in the club inasmuch as he’s 
| been devoting most of his time to 
the development of his tele pack- 
age agency. 


Shortage of New 
TV Acts Revives 





The old vaude cafe and oe. | 
lesque sketches and blackouts loom | 
las a replacement for many acts on 
the vaudeo shows of the future. | 
| Shortage of turns has been as- 
serting itself for some time and} 
the ancient and reliable bits of | 
business are being rushed in to} 
supplement the available talent. 

For example on last week’s (26) | 
Texaco Star Theatre, Eddie Han- 

(Continued on page 55) 





Robinson Fined $500 





Hollywood, May 3. 

An official fine of $500 has been 
meted out to Bill Robinson, AGVA 
national veepee, by union’s local 
| trial board, for having put on a 
| free performance two months ago 
at the now-closed Cotton Club. Vet 
hoofer had attended Pearl Bailey 
opening and was induced to go 
into his act following a ringside 
intro. 

AGVA bylaws strictly prohibit 
‘such gratis performances and the 


|/noon, they wouldn’t welcome 


| 


| 


| 


~ Old Comedy Bits 


Me, 


| 
| 
| 





For Free Performance 


orp CLICKS, TV, Veering 807, to Films, Will Revise 
NTN NTS Selling: 3 Markets Ready, Sez Woods 


By ABEL GREEN 


Mark Woods, president of the 
American Broadcasting Co., like 
NBC prexy Niles srammell and 


CBS board chairman William S. 
Paley, sees television veering 80° 
to films. And with the kinescoping 
of the big variety shows a part of 
this film program, Woods envisions 
a revision of TV merchandizing, 
which is something he tried to in- 
cept in radio. That is, sell the 
same program to three different 
types of audiences, at three differ- 
ent rates. 

In short, if 40% of the nation’s 
radio sets are in use on any given 
night, that’s a tremendous audi- 
ence, but there is still an even 
greater segment whigh, for one 
reason or another, misses that 
night’s radio program, They may 
be out dining, at a picture show or 
the theatre; in the agricultural belt 
a large segment are early-to-bed- 
ders, etc, But that doesn’t mean 
that at some other time, perhaps 
the next morning or in the after- 
the 
shows they failed to hear fhe night 


| before. 


Kinescopings will solve that 
| problem for television, and Woods 
foresees multiple runs for TV pro- 
grams. The Berle show would be 
a first-run, for example, and the 
same programs, with interspliced 
or open-end commercials for the 
morning and afternoon audiences, 
would intrigue two other large 
types of audiences. 

Woods had proposed this 


(Continued on page 36) 


Metro (Tracy) Among 

Others Bidding For 
. 9 é . > 
Kingsley’s ‘Detective 
“Detective Story,” Sidney Kings- 
ley’s Broadway hit play, has Metro 
offering between $400,000-$500,000 
for the rights, plus a cut on the 
profits. D etro is departing from 
policy because Spencer Tracy 
wants to play the chief role (han- 
dled by Ralph Bellamy in the 
play) and the company figures it 


can make the film fairly cheap. 
Paramount is also in the run- 


to 





‘ning since William Wyler, produ- 


|rival of Jack L. 
| Coast within four weeks. 


fine slapped on Robinson is the | 


largest ever assessed for such an 
infraction. 

Singer Hal Winters was fined 
$100 for putting on a free act at 
Hollywood A. C. at Saturday (30) 
night soiree. 

Club has since agreed to pay the 
AGVA scale for any acts used. 


cer-director on the lot, wants to 
make it. Kingsley, for his part, feels 
slightly inclined towards Samuel 
Goldwyn because the indie produ- 
cer filmed the playwright’s “Dead 
End.” However, that consideration 
is not likely to be a decisive one. 
Kingsley is also waiting the ar- 
Warner from the 
He will 
probably add his bid to the others, 

Revival of interest in “A Street- 
car named Desire” is likely follow- 
ing the return to the U. S. of Irene 
Selznick, producer of the play. Due 
back from London next week, Miss 
Selznick is expected to modify the 
asking terms, which were thought 
a bit too fancy by the film com- 
panies. 
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4 Maj jors With Affiliated Music 
Cos. Want to Settle the ASCAP Case 


Bitter intramural battle is being+¢ 


fought in top producer-distributor | 
circles over proposed payments to | 
the American Society of Com- | 
posers, Authors and Publishers. 
The four companies which own in- 
terests in music publishing firms— 
Paramount, Warner Bros., 20th- 
Fox and Metro—are said to favor 
working out a formula for compen- 
sation to ASCAP, while the other 
members of the Motion Picture 
Assn. of America and the indies 
reportedly are against the pro- 


ducers assuming any liability to 
the performing rights society. 

Dispute grows out of the recent 
decision by Judge Vincent L. Lei- 
bell in N. Y. federal court outlaw- 
ing collection from theatres of a | 
performance fee for ASCAP music | 
in films. ASCAP. as a result, is | 
attempting to shift to producers 
liability for-a sum approximately 
equal to what it received via its 
theatre seat tax. 

The film companies, with associ- 
ated music publishing firms, re- 
portedly favor coming to an agree- 
ment with ASCAP on an overall 
amount and then working out a 
pro rata agreement among pro- 
ducers. The other companies and 
the indies claim that if payment 
for performing rights is illegal, as 
held by Judge Leibell, then there 
is no reason for producers substi- 
tuting for theatres as victims of a 
monopoly. This faction maintains 
that the plan of payment proposed 
by the associated companies is okay 
for the latter, since as members, 
of ASCAP they'd only be transfer- 
ring coin from one pocket to an- 
other, but not for companies with- 
out ASCAP-affiliated publishers. 

Non-affiliated producer-distribs 
admit there would be a consider- 
able problem in being assured 
they'd have proper clearances if 
there were no ASCAP to deal with 
as a central source. They feel, 
however, that some other method 
of paying for performing rights 
should be worked out, since they 
already pay for synchronization 
rights to the same music to the 
Music Publishers Protective Assn. 


Medico Slaps Show Biz 
For Psychiatry Mania 


Hartford, May 3. 

Radio, films, press and maga- 
zines were verbally spanked last 
week at the 127th annual meeting 
of the Institute of Living, well- 
known mental hospital. Wielding 
the verbal whip was Dr. C. Charles 
Burlingame, psychiatrist-in-chief of 
the Institute. 


“Radio, movies, press and mag- 
azine popularizations of psychiatry 
have reached nightmare _ propor- 
tions,” he said. ‘This is a year of 
psychiatric thrillers blaring from 
the radio and psychiatric specta- 
cles splashed across film screens.” 
He cited a syndicated newspaper 
story about a film actress who had 
her dog psycho-analyzed. 

“We may be becoming popular,” 
said the doctor, “but I doubt very 
much if that type of popularity 
will contribute to identifying psy- 
chiatry as a whole, or psycho- 
analysis in particular, 
sound, realistic fundamentals of 
medicine and other sciences.” 








with the. 


Chatterton May Do 
‘Menagerie’ for WB 


Hollywood, May 3. 

Warners is reported dickering 
with Ruth Chatterton for the 
mother role in “Glass Menagerie,” 
part created on Broadway by the | 
late Laurette Taylor. | 

If deal goes through it will od | 
Miss Chatterton’s first Hollywood | 
film since she _ co-starred with | 
Walter Huston in “Dodsworth” for 
Goldwyn in 1936. 








Closing of Schools 
Suspends New ‘Hamlet’ 
Preems Over Summer | 


Universal will suspend all new 
openings of J. Arthur’ Rank’s 
“Hamlet,” Oscar-winning filmiza- 


,tion of the Shakespeare classic, | 


from June until September be- | 
cause of the tremendous boxe ffice | 
importance of student attendance, 
it was learned this week. When 
the schools reopen in the fall, U| 
will again start booking in spots | 
where the film has not yet played. 
Instead, during the hot-weather 
months, company plans extensive 
resort bookings. 

School participation at screen- 
ings of the classic represents the 
biggest single b.o. factor, it is said. 
Entire house is frequently sold out 
on special deals made throughout 
the country with various faculty 
and student groups. In many spots, 
attendance at “Hamlet” has_ be- 
come a must on school curricula. 

To date, Rank has garned $700,- 
000 as his share of the film’s $1,- 
300,000 gross. Since all this coin 
was taken after June, 1948, when 
the Anglo-American film deal was 
closed, amount. will go towards 
boosting the Yank distribs’ share 
of dollar remittances from. Eng- 
land. Understood that Rank’s deal 
with U ealls for 70% of the net 
profits against U’s 30° distribution 
fee or approximately 55% of the 
entire rentals after deduction of 
advertising and print costs. 

“Hamlet” is still bringing in 





some $50.000 weekly in rentals to 


U. That figure, alone, represents 
more than the entire weekly earn- 
ings on British pix 12 months ago. 
Film has now played or is current- 
ly running in a total of 163 thea- 
tres. Additionally, 


expected. Pie first opened in New 
York at the Park Avenue theatre | 
where it is now in its 30th week. 


NASSERS WANT ‘SHOES’ 
FOR FILM FOR BERL 


Hollywood, May 3. 

Nothing has been signed yet, but 
the Nasser Brothers are “in the 
talking stage’’ with Monte Proser 
and Joseph Kipness on possibility 
of lensing “High Button Shoes,” 
current Broadway hit. Milton Berle 
may be asked to take top role in 
filmization of musicomedy. Dicker- 
ing is going on in New York. 

Berle, incidentally, is slated to 
come to the Coast this summer to 
nail down film deals which have 
arisen since his video click. Under- 
stood Hesry Cohn wants him for 
a Columbia comedy. 
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77 new dates | 
have been set for May with more | 


360th WEEK! 
3,680 Performances 
All-time long run record in the 
legitimate theatre. 


KEN MURRAY’S 


“BLACKOUTS OF 1949” 
E! Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 


And now in world-wide release 
“BILL AND COO” 


Ken Murray’s 
Academy Award Film 


‘Boy Meets Gurl 








Theme Rapped 


Washington, May 3. 
“Boy meets girl’ films, press, 
radio and television all received a 
going over last week at a Catholic 
Youth Work 
Rev. Edgar Schmiedeler declared 
that all too frequently the media 





avidity from within show biz as 
peace pact. 


and letters from the great and 


theatre as wrote in, we’re a 





come back to the Palace.” 


first-run features. But it will 


and RKO booking executives 





Conference here. | 


for 95c. top; half that scale on 
The esprit that RKO is receiv 


The Palace has a great oppor 
affections of the public with its “round actors” 


THE PALACE 


The Palace is perhaps the most famous theatre in America 
today. Nostalgically, sentimentally and exploitively, the famed 
flagship of bigtime vaudeville has become a symbol in and out 
of show business. News that the Palace would revert to some 
form of vaudeville was greeted affectionately and almost with 


might greet the news of a Stalin 


The RKO Theatres veepee and g.m., Sol A. Schwartz, has wires 


near-great in such abundance as 


to cause him to observe that “if as many people come to our 


cinch.” Sentimental vaudeville 


greats like Jolson and Cantor, Jessel and Marx wired their bless- 
ings to the venture. Agents, for once, realistically recognize the 
limitations of the Palace’s vaude renaissance, and evidence this 
| by pledging their “fullest cooperation on talent and prices.” And, 
of course, along with the restoration there emerges from years- 
long hibernation a sizeable contingent of vaudeville mummers 
who apparently have done nothing but wait for “vaudeville to 


tunity to reestablish itself in the 
to augment the 
be done only by stressing that 


vaudeville, per se, can never enjoy its yesteryear greatness on 
its own. It will still be the hors d’oeuvres to the picture. Schwartz 


Bill Howard and Dan Friendly 


realize that, by stressing that the eight-act bill will be as good 
a show of live talent as $3,000-$4,000 per week can buy. Obviously, 
and particularly under present- 
with the fantastic prices for headliners at the nearby deluxers. 
The Palace must establish a character all its own; fast, modern 
vaudeville with a feature and possibly a newsreel, three hours 


day standards, it can’t compete 


weekday matinees. 
ing not only from talent but op- 


position showmen, whose nostalgia dictates their proffers of 


good will and even practical cooperation, however, will count for 
naught if the Palace doesn’t meet the challenge. This is a show- 
manship chore which the management recognizes. House man- 


Schwartz, Howard, Friendly, et 
job to do. 


contribute to the attitude that mar- | 


riage is ‘‘a legal bargain most often | 


on bargain basement terms,” 


rather than a holy union. 

“All the marvelous media of 
communications of our day,” he 
said, “the cinema, radio, press— 
have been used to disseminate false 
ideas and ideals, false principles 
and attitcrdes. many of them re- 
lating to marriage and family life.” 
He said the “boy meets girl’ pic- 
tures portrays marriage in a way 
which undermines the spiritual 
element. 

“In a word,” he said, “a changing 
man-made marriage has been sub- 
stituted for God’s own plan. The 


fundamentals given by God are re- | 


jected. Family life generally has 
suffered much and profoundly as a 
result of this great ideological fer- 
ment. Beyond all question even 
some Catholic family life has been 
affected.” 





Chinese Terrorists’ 
‘Protection’ Demands 





'_ K.0.s Canton Pix B.0. 


| Canton, April 26. 
A wave of terrorism in Canton 
erty“ has suddenly been 

nched by bands of extortionists 
with several fatal bomb explosions 
occurring in important deluxe 
houses. Patrons are staying away 

‘from the flickeries en masse, and 
film business is down to a mere 
20% of the former take throughout 
this key Chinese city. Authorities 
are trying to smash the terrorists, 
but meanwhile only the most dar- 
ing of customers show up at the 
theatres. 

Series of bomb incidents fol- 
lowed a refusal by exhibs to pay | 
“protection” to the extortionists. 
First explosion took place April 
10 at the Grand theatre. 
April 17, a terrific explosion took 
place at the Sun Wah theatre, kill- 
ing four patrons and injuring 70 
others. Sun Wah is one of the best 
houses in Canton. 


Theatre managers are sticking to 


‘their refusal to give up ransom 


money despite the threats of fur- 


ther incidents. 





Trial Delays Censor OK 
Oh Dmytryk’s ‘Obsession’ 


London, May 3. 
Because of the strong resem- 


'blance of the theme to a current 


sensational murder charge pending 
in England, the British Board of 
Film Censors has temporarily with- 
held granting a certificate for “‘Ob- 
session,”’ made in this country by 
Edward Mmytryk. 

Decision was taken “in the in- 
terests of British justice.” It was 
felt better to delay the certificate 


until completion of the trial, when 


the film will be formally okayed. 


Then, on | 


ager Herb Bonis, division manager Mike Edelstein, along with 


al., will have a tough, policing 


They must blend tradition with the modern idiom. They must 


forget about primas with Spanish shawls on the Steinway and 
corny lampshades to match. The wrangles for star billing, choice 
dressing rooms, the railbird palaver at the time-honored Monday 
matinee mats, the race for the first cue-music rehearsals—all 
these and other sentimental didoes will have to go. The Thurs- 
day change alone may upset the entire scheme of things, as 


would also the concern, even 
show may hold over two weeks, 


now, whether a strong grossing 


and maybe longer. 


Paradoxically, an ultra-modern: medium such as television is 


a prime factor in having given 
impetus. 


the Palace its vaude “comeback” 


Not forgetting an even more important, ultra-modern 


legal evolution — the Government’s divorcement action — which 


compels theetres to enlist other showmanship aspects. 


Namely 


the pendulum’s swing back to flesh, which is something even the 





Paris Runaround 


By Borrah Minevitch 





Spring:—They’re off—at Paris. 

Pigeonholed: Jean Wallace (ex- 
|Mrs. Franchot Tone) weather- 
caged for 18 hours in Gander on 
her flight here to spend a ‘‘make- 
sure’ hour with her ex—then flew 
right back to RKO. 


Leonard (‘‘New Faces”) Sillman 
—‘This is for me’-ing—Gay Paree. 
Pickup twins: Radio VariEery 
mugg George (Pepsodent) Rosen 


| Paris, May 1. 


and Ted (‘WNEW) Cott took Mont- | 


martre apart, left it that way, then 
scooted off to Nice. 


Instant love: Ed Gruskin ‘ECA | 


radio head) and his staff and vice- 
versa. 

Att! easy-buck exhibitors: Dig 
out your old Valentino campaigns 
and study-up—There’s a new and 
greater Valentino in your Future 


—you’ll forget your mazdas—just | 


hang narrowed out his EYES. 

The J. P. McEvoys_ brought | 
their two daughters to Paris for 
their Easter eggs. 

Ethel (“Tico-Tico”) Smith isn’t 
relying only on her Hammond trap- 
pings to catch ’em at the Lido— | 
she’s gonna parley-vous ’em too. 

But Gay: Wesley Ruggles hob- 
bling along on two canes at Long- | 
champs. 

Oscar (“Chocolate Soldier’’) | 
Straus sitting alone, unrecognized 
at the George V bar. 

' French law-cuties:—If you're on 
the right side of the eternal tri- | 
angle and you kill him in your | 
home—you get court congratula- 
tions and freedom—if you track 


him down outside and knock him | 


off—you’ get three years and a 
court wink (‘for sentimental rea- | 


sons)—if you're nasty and kill for | 


lousy lucre — you've had it — Off. 
with the head. 

Fritz Loewe (‘“Brigadoon” clef- 
fer) after OKing the London ver- 
sion earmarked 50° of his royal- 
jJies for an extended casino spree. 

Mary Garden, still sore at U. S., 
Fannie Ward-ing here. 

The Freres Jacques, a sort of 
Ritz Bros-Marx Bros. zany combo, 
the top attraction in town at Club 
Rose Rouge. 





vaudeville diehards never anticipated. Abel. 





"Thomson’s Film Music, 
Sherwood’s 4th Time, 
Spark Pulitzer Awards 


Radio and films made strong in- 
roads in this year’s Pulitzer Prize 
selections despite their formal ex- 
clusion from the listings. For the 
first time a film score won the 
_ choice as best musical composition 
‘of the year in the committee's cita- 
tion of Virgil Thomson's _ back- 
ground music for the Robert Fla- 
herty documentary pic, ‘Louisiana 
Story.” Arthur Miller’s kudos for 
/“Death of a Salesman” as best 
drama points up his early training 
‘as a radio scripter. 

Pulitzer laurels for “Salesman” 
give Miller a sweep of three 
'awards thus far this season in the 
dramatic field, play having pre- 
viously copped the New York 
| Drama Critics Circle nod and the 
Antoinette Perry award of the 
American Theatre Wing. The play 
was also cited by the American 
| Newspaper Guild and the Theatre 
| Club. 
| Robert E. Sherwood, who has 
garnered three previous Pulitzer 
Prizes for plays—‘“Idiot’s Delight” 
(1936), “Abe Lincoln in Illinois” 
| (1939) and “There Shall Be No 
Night” (1941) — won his first 
Pulitzer award in the literati de- 
partment, his “Roosevelt and Hop 
kins” bejng chosen as the year’s 
best biography. James Gould Coz- 
zens’ “Guard of Honor” was voted 
the best novel and Dr. Roy Frank- 
lin Nichols’ “The Disruption of 
American Democracy” was given 
the nod as best historical work. 
Poetry award went to Peter Vie 
reck for “Terror and Decorum. 
| Journalism awards went to Mal- 
colm Johnson, N. Y. Sun; C. 
Trussell, N. Y. Times; Price Day, 
Baltimore Sun; John H. Crider, 
Boston Herald; Herbert Flliston, 
Washington Post; Lute Pease, New 
ark Evening News; Nathaniel Fein, 
N. Y. Herald Tribune, and the 
Nebraska State Journal. . 

The individual awards, made fol 
the 32d time by the trusiees © 
Columbia U., N. Y., carry cash 
\ prizes of $500. 
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20th Nudges Yanks 


Into Abandoning 


All-American Duals for 257% Quota 





Compromise agreement report-+ 


edly was reached at the recent An- 
glo-American Film Council meet- | 
ing in Washington by which the | 
British agreed to try their best to | 
have the quota reduced to 25% in 
return for the Yanks discontinuing - 
the “unit” plan of exhibition in 
England. U. S. delegation was 
prompted to accept the compro- 
mise partially as a result of the 
earlier threat by 20th-Fox that it 
would abandon the “unit” plan, 
whether or not the other major dis- | 
tribs went along. 

“Unit” plan is the insistence by 
all the U. S. distribs that their 
product be double-billed in Eng- 
land only with another Yank pic. 
It has proved one of the strongest 
weapons the Americans have dis- 
covered for causing British exhibs 
to demand their government go 
easy on U. S. firms so that this re- 
striction might be eliminated. 

Spyros Skouras, 20th-Fox prexy, 
is understood to have been con- | 
vinced on the advisability of await- | 
ing the outcome of the Anglo- US. | 
Film Council meetings before go- 
ing ahead with company threat to | 
withdraw from the “united front” | 
on the duallers. Sessions are now | 
in an interim period while dele- | 
gates discuss initial proposals with 


their principals before another | 
meeting takes place. 
Skouras, partially because of 


(Continued on page 16) 


Goldwyn Readies 





Bob Hope’s Big 316 


Washington, May 3. 

Bob Hope grossed a socko $31,- 
000 for a matinee and evening per- 
formance at Constitution Hall last 
Thursday (30), breaking the audi- 
torium’s attendance record with 
his evening show, which racked up 
better than $20,000 at a $6 top. 
Matinee was scaled to a $4.80 top. 

Night before, Hope grossed $15,- 


| 000 to break records at the Charles- 


town, W. Va., Municipal audito- 
rium. However, the trouping star 
and his company reported that 
business was generally off from his 
| January dates, although the wind- 
| up has been very good. 

| 


DOS Has Ample 
Profits in Till 


Despite Auctio 


David. O. Selznick’s financial po- 
sition is strong, it was learned in 





New York this week, and has noth- | 


ing to do with the recent liquida- 
tion of ‘his Hollywood assets and 
his plans for going to Europe later 
this month for an extended stay. 


dispose of his properties is said to 





+ * 
4 While Recuping oie." joint property 


Samuel Goldwyn, who was dis- 
charged from a New York hospital 
last weekend after undergoing an 
operation, is tentatively planning 
to return to the Coast at the end 


have resulted from his desire to 
a final settlement, 
laws, 
| with his divorced wife, Irene. 
DOS, according to reliable esti- 
mates, will have a healthy personal 
| profit on the series of operations 
that began with the production of 
'“Since You Went Away” in 1944 


of next week. He’s currently re- ' and includes the setting up of the 


cuperating at a N. Y. hotel, while 
going ahead with plans for pix he’ll 
put into production on his return 
to the studio. 


Selznick Releasing Organization 
and the distribution of a series of 
pix being made in England in as- 
|sociation with Sir Alexander 


His decision to auction off his pro- | 
-duction equipment and otherwise 


under | 


UA, NAIFY CHAIN, 
OTHERS COMBINE 


Theatre chain which Joseph M. 
Schenck is currently putting to- 
gether and of which he will be 
chairman of the board will be one 
of the biggest and most powerful 
lin the nation. It is expected 
eventually to consist of about 300 
houses, with the United Artists 





| 


| Theatre Circuit, of which Schenck | 


jis prexy; the Naify Golden State 
|chain in California, and about 10 
|Coast houses which are shifting 
‘over from the National Theatres 
| banner among its major elements. 
| Schenck’s long-awaited résigna- 
| tion as production executive at 
20th-Fox has been submitted in 
order to clear the way for him to 
head the giant new theatre ven- 
ture. He has had a standing agree- 
ment with the Dept. of Justice 
that prohibits him from actively 
engaging in theatre’ operation 
while a 20th exec. 

Despite reluctance expressed by 
Fox prexy Spyros Skouras about 
releasing Schenck from his $2,500- 
a-week pact, no real difficulty is 
| anticipated on that score. The 
| point is believed undoubtedly to 
| have been covered as a facet of 
j the meeting between Schenck and 
|Charles Skouras in Miami Beach 
last week at which details were 
| worked out on the group of houses 
|the new chain is taking over from 
|National Theatres, 20th’s wholly- 
owned circuit  subsid. Charles 
Skouras heads NT, of which Fox- 
Wast Coast is a major unit. 

Aside from Schenck as chair- 
man of the board of the new cor- 
| poration to be set up, other offi- 
| cers reportedly will include George 
Skouras as prexy and possibly Pat 

(Continued on page 18) 


Reds Not Mad At 
“US. Pix, After All 


First tick out of the Russians was 
| heard last week on the deal nego- 


| 








300 THEATRES 


— 
od 








Geo. Skouras, Brandt-Cohen Would 
~—— Outbid Kingsberg-Odlum for RKO 








| 


| Ky. Derby Detours 


National Theatres prez 
Charles P. Skouras, who re- 
turned to New York Friday 
(29) after his huddles with 
Joseph M. Schenck in Miami 
Beach, left for Chicago yester- 
day (Tues.) for huddles with 
Fox execs there. 

He’s slated to go to Louis- 
ville for the Kentucky Derby 
Saturday (7) with Joe 
| Schenck before returning to 
| his Coast headquarters. 








RCA’s Theatre TV 
Equipment Rentals 
~ ToBack NBC Bid 


The NBC offer to provide ex- 
clusive programs for theatre tele- 
vision is backed by a proposal of 
its parent company, Radio Corp. 
of America, to lease video equip- 
ment to exhibs on a mass basis, it 
has now been learned. That prof- 
fer has been made by RCA to the 
Theatre Owners of America 


as a 
way of getting around the big out- | 
lay which exhibs ordinarily would | 


Hollywood, May 3. 


| Prominent exhibitor names are 
| reported figuring in some lively 
| bidding for control of the new 
| RKO theatre chain with the out- 
| siders aiming to head off a combi- 
| nation of Malcolm Kingsberg, pres- 
}ent RKO theatre chief, and Floyd 
|B. Odlum, board chairman of At- 
| las, who holds first option rights 
|to the circuit. Said to be vying 
| with the Kingsberg-Odlum team in 
| copping Howard Hughes’ control- 
| ling interest are George Skouras, 
|prez of Skouras theatres, and 
| Harry Brandt, another New York 
circuit chief. 

| Reportedly, the Kingsberg-Od- 
|lum offer was all but accepted one 
| week ago. Now, it is understood, 
|Hughes has been diverted, per- 
| haps temporarily, by other bidders 
who seek to better the offer. Un- 
derstood, Kingsberg-Odlum combo 
offered in the neighborhood of $4,- 
500,000 for title to the 929,020 
shares which Hughes holds. 

Belief here is that Brandt is 
working in conjunction with Max 
Cohen, head of the Cinema Circuit 
in N. Y. and chief barker of Goth- 
am’s new Variety club. Twosome 

(Continued on page 17) 


RKO Sells Out 
In Butterfield 





have to meet to install the expen- | 


sive equipment in their houses. 
RCA is waiting for specifications 
on the electronic apparatus which 
TOA will subsequently turn over. 

The RCA-NBC proposal comes 
in one package, all present negoti- 
ations indicate. While still in the 
| early talking stages, the plan now 
iecalls for the two companies to 
| meet both program and equipment 
requirements on some _ sort of 
monthly payment to NBC. To get 
the equipment, exhib would prob- 
_ably be called on to guarantee a 

(Continued on page 54) 





Producer has four films on his | Korda. Total assets, after all loans tiated by Eric Johnston last Octo-| 
slate for lensing this year, which, | 4re paid, will be far in excess of 
if he succeeds in getting them all | the $500,000 which Selznick in- 


into production, will make for one | vested in resuming operations five | embassy reportedly has submitted | 
_years ago after a long layoff, it has/to the Motion Picture Assn. of, 


of the heaviest schedules he has 
ever undertaken. His concentra- 
tion on getting the maximum num- 


ber of pix before the cameras in| Telease, “Portrait of Jennie,” are | 
the pic is e€X- tain a group of titles out of the State Legislature. Bill is aimed at 


minimum time is an endeavor to 
have as much product as possible 
among which to divvy overhead 
charges for both the studio and his 
distribution setup. 

Lot, which is available to other 
indie producers on a rental basis, 
has been without tenants for 


months, throwing a heavy burden | 
on Goldwyn. Producer is partnered | 


in ownership of the studio with 
Mary Pickford and a dispute be- 
tween them on its value is now in 
the courts. A possibility, depend- 
ing upon the outcome of this case, 
is that Goldwyn will give up his 
own lot in favor of renting space 
as he needs it. 


Goldwyn’s distribution setup for | 


supervising sales and handling of 
product by RKO is the most ex- 


Pensive such organization main- | 


tained by any indie. Efforts were 


made last year to cut this cost by | 


taking on outside pictures for su- 
Pervision (“Joan of Arc” and “Red 
River”) at 3% of the gross, but 
the deals were never consummated. 
Stories which Goldwyn is pre- 
(Continued on page 47) 


Wolff Brit. RKO-Disney 
Manager; ‘Island’ First 


London, May 3. 

Robert S. Wolff, local RKO- 
Radio head, is managing director 
of the newly-formed RKO-Walt 
Disney British Productions, Ltd. 
Chairman 
other members of the board are 
Stephen L. Forwood, George W. 
Dawson and Cyril James. 





First Disney production in Brit- | 


ain will be “Treasure Island,” to 
be filmed in Technicolor with Bob- 
by Driscoll. Further plans will be 


announced shortly. 


is Thomas Swan and) 


| been learned from insiders. 
Although results on SRO’s latest 


disappointing and 


'pected to show a loss, Selznick is 
| (Continued on page 18) 


‘MULTI-COIN USAGES 10 
KEEP ‘QUO’ COSTS DOWN 


_ Metro’s casting and bankrolling 
of its costly film, “Quo Vadis,” will 





be an unusual five-cornered par-)| 


_ National Boxoffice Survey 


lay, accordigg to Arthur Hornblow, 
Jr., producer of the forthcoming 
epic. En route to Hollywood from 
Rome with director John Huston, 


Hornblow said he will sign play-| 


ber for purchase by them of a} 


|group of American films. Soviet 


| America prexy a list of pix it would 
| like to see. 
Russe list is understood to con- 
‘roster of 100 potential films of- 
fered to them by the MPAA in 
December in accordance with the 
Johnston deal. Without a word 
| having been received by the U. S. 
|industry since that time, it was 
| suspected in most quarters that 
(Continued on page 15) 





Cal Hits Foreign-Mades 


Sacramento, May 3. 
Tax on motion pictures filmed 
abroad by 
with frozen coin was approved by 
Assembly Rules Committee in the 


| 


|producers who use blocked fi- | 


;/nances to shoot films in foreign 


lands, to the detriment of studio | 


workers in Hollywood. 
Measure also requires that such 


| 
| 
| 


_pictures carry a statement that) 


they are foreign-made by 
i American company. 


an 








Hot Weather Hits Biz——‘Yankee,’ ‘Belvedere,’ ‘Road,’ 


lers for the film from New York, | 


Hollywood, London, Italy 
France. Furthermore, it 
| pected that the thesps from the 
different locales will be paid in the 
currency of their origin. 

Plans for shooting part of 

“Vadis” in England have been can- 
celled, Hornblow said, and the en- 
‘tire film will be snot at the Cine 
Citta studio in Rome. He expects 
to save cash by concentrating on 
a one-locale production. Under- 
stood, more coin will be saved by 
‘using frozen lira, francs and 
pounds for participating players. 
In the process of casting, he has 
signed Gregory Peck and Elizabeth 
Taylor, but the rest of the actors 
have yet to be inked. 

Hornblow and Huston will re- 
turn to Rome within three weeks. 
The big pic, reported to be Metro’s 
most costly for the year, will roll 
before the cameras July 1. Horn- 
blow believes it will take four and 
one-half to five months to com- 
| plete. 

His on-the-spot survey of Italian 
production possivilities indicate 
that costs in Italy have increased 
“but are still within reasonable 
i limits.” 


and | 
is ex-) 


Sudden arrival of unseasonably 
warm weather is wilting the box- 


office in many keys this week. The | 


‘heat is taking its toll even with 
some of the bigger grossers in 
some spots but launching of a 
‘batch of new fare is helping num- 
erous keys. 

“Connecticut Yankee” (Par) 
again is pacing the field by a wide 
margin. Second best is “Belvedere 
To College” (20th) while third 
place winner is “Flamingo Road” 


(WB), opened in some six key 
spots this stanza, 
Finishing fourth is “Life of 


Riley’ (U), which has been spotty 
in recent weeks. However, film is 
| doing nice to okay trade in a ma- 
jority of eight playdates this week. 
“Little Women” is taking fifth 
money, a drop from second groove 
last round. 

Others in the Big 8, in order of 
strength, are “Undercover Man” 
(Col), “The Champion” (UA), just 
beginning to hit the keys; and 
“Portrait of Jennie” (SRO). 

Pacing the runner-up pictures 
are “Ball Game" (M-G), “Dream 
i\Is Yours” (WB), “Canadian Pacific” 


‘Riley,’ ‘Women,’ ‘Undercover’ Week’s Leaders 


(20th) and “To Sea In Ships” || 
| (20th), 
Besides “Flamingo,” best new 


entry unveiled during the week is 
“We Were _ Strangers” (Col). 
“Strangers” looks big in St. Louis, 
, trim in Buffalo but just average in 
| Boston. 

“Red Canyon” (U), which was 
highly disappointing in N. Y.,, 
shapes big in Portland, Ore. “The 
Fan” (20th) looms okay in Cleve. 

“Bad Bév” (Mono) looks only so- 
so in Chicago. “Mother Is Fresh- 
man” (20th) looms lively in Prov- 
idence. 
so well currently, being especially 
slow in Pittsburgh and Toronto. 

“City Across River’ (U), okay on 
second Boston frame, is lusty in 
Chicago with stageshow. ‘“‘Enchant- 
ment” (RKO), passable in Prov., is 
just fair in Minneapolis. 

“Kiss In Dark” (WB) shapes 
mild in Louisville. “Adventure in 
Baltimore” (RKO), which did fairly 
well last session, is a disappoint- 
ment this stanza, being particularly 
light in Detroit, N. Y. and L. A. 


(Complete Boxroffice Reports on. 


Pages 8-9). 


American companies | 


“Tulsa” (EL) is not doing | 


RKO has closed a deal to sell 
its minority partnership holdings 
in the Butterfield circuit to the 
present operators of the 125-thea- 
tre chain. The sale is the first ma- 
jor step taken by RKO to rid itself 
of partnership theatres banned by 
the company’s consent decree. 
Company must liquidate all these 
| interests by November of this year 
| under its settlement of the anti- 
| trust action. 

Involved in the transaction is 
/10° of the outstanding common 
in some 1006 houses throughout 
Michigan and 25° in the balance. 
| It is believed that the deal pre- 


(Continued on_page 18) 
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Distribs Aim to Revise Entire 
Selling Structure; Aver Chains 
‘Been Getting Away with Murder’ 


A “reformation” movement, ‘ 
pointing towards both boosted 
rentals for major distribs and an 
end to the big bulk of anti-trust 
actions, is currently under way. | 
Te campaign, which is_ being 
pressed with as little fanfare as 
possible, is aimed at bringing the 
big circuits in line. Because of 
the strong feeling of major sales 
toppers for as little publicity as 
possible, the open efforts of 20th- | 
Fox to hoist rentals and revamp 
distrib-exhib selling have been 
deprecated by the other majors. 

Symptomatic of the current dis- 
trib campaign are the above- 
ground ripples caused by the sud- | 
den flareups such as Paramount’s 
battle with Fox-Midwest chain and 
both Par and 20th-Fox’s to-do with 
Harry Arthur’s Fanchon & Marco 
circuit in St. Louis. In the main, | 
however, the pressure for better 
terms and a more even break for | 
indie competitors of the big) 
chains is being applied quietly. 
By the end of the year, entire sale 
of product system is expected to 
be completely revolutionized. 

Off-the-board feeling of a good 
many sales execs is to the effect 
that the big circuits “have been 
getting away with murder for 
years.” Anti-trust action has start- 
ed a new form of thinking in refer- 
ence to these circuits and the big 
push for rougher handling of these 
exhibs is following. 

While Fox-Midwest and F & M 
broke into open revolt against 
such innovations as offering prod- 
uct on bid to the highest taker, 
most of the circuits, it is said, are 
bowing to what is considered by 


many filmites as the inevitable. | 
Objectives 
As against the big circuits, 


changes being pushed are: 1. high- 
er rentals; 2. sale of product on 
competitive bid or negotiations; 3. 
shorter availabilities; 4. shorter 
elearances; 5. reshuffling of runs. 

Getting set for company opera- 
tions with few or no theatres, one 
of the big efforts is to reshape 
rentals so that distribution can 
count on a safe margin of profit. 
Sales officials believe that 20% of 
the theatres, almost completely in 

(Continued on page 18) 


Philly Exhibs Adopting 
‘Wait and See’ Attitude 





Philadelphia, May 3. 

Local attitude to 20th-Fox’s new 
elearance plan for first-run nabes 
scemed to be largely ‘wait and 
see.” Principal concern was cen- 
tered on prices, and. as far as could 

determined, there was no 
squawk against getting the product 
earlier. 

Warners, which practically domi- 
mated the key nabe situation be- 
fore the Fox plan. ciaimed to be 
indifferent about the whole thing 
and would watch developments. 
Like the indie exhibs, Warners felt 
the 20th plan was a new experience 
and results would bring the an- 
swers. Although some thought that 
the Warner chain would be the 
biggest sufferer from the move, the 
idea was scouted at the WB offices. 


Speculation centered on the ef- ity stunt for an individual ‘Licht- hopes that it would attract new! 


fect of price hikes in certain areas. 
A number of the houses involved 


have tariffs of 60c. and 65c. The'a matter of public relations for tional campaign which used sub- | 


first-run product there would en- 
tail a rise of perhaps only a nickel 
or dime. But in neighborhoods 
where prices were considerably 
lower, 45c. and 50c., for example, 
it would up the price drastically. 

Several local exhibs offered the 
opportunity of entering the plan, 
nixed the idea before it was even 


set up. They figured upped prices | 


wou'd hurt their biz, and were 
willing to let other houses in their 
areas bid for the films, since the 
advance clearance dates meant 
they would get the pix earlier any- 
way. and at regular prices. 

There were crses, however, 
where the plan proved a distinct 
boost for the indie, who for the 


with the chain. The 20th plan, in 
these circumstances, added up to 
just another in the long series of 
breaks that in recent years have 
shaken up the long-lasting Warner 
monopoly on Philly’s first-run set- 
up. 


7 Shooting for Par In | 
3-Year Prod. Peak 


Hollywood, May 3. 


Paramount is hitting a new | 
three-year production peak in May 
and June, with four newcomers | 
added to three now lensing giving | 
studio a total of seven shooting | 
simultaneously. | 
. . | “I Married a Dead Man,” Bar- | 

Bing Chips Bone ‘bara Stanwyck-John Lund starrer, | 
Hollywood, May 3. _ /rolls May 23, with Mitchell Liesen | 

Bing Crosby chipped a bone in) directing for Richard Maibaum, | 

his arm while leaping over fence! itp Lyle Betger, Broadway thesp, | 


for scene in ee tapes “Riding making his film bow. Bob Hope's | 
wil e i 








High,” and out of the Technicolor ‘“‘Where Men Are} 
shooting for a few days. Arm is Men.” with Lucille Ball, goes June | 
heavily bandaged, but he cut his ,. Robert Welch produces, George | 
May 18 Phileo airshow Monday Marshall directs. Third to go will | 
(2) with Rhonda Fleming and pe “Let's Dance.” Betty Hutton- 
Johnny Mercer. Fred Astaire Technicolor filmusi- 


May 25 airer has Kay Thompson ¢) which hits starting line June 





and the Williams Brothers as | )1 ‘with Norman McLeod directing 
guests. for Robert Fellows. Alan Ladd- 
Phyllis Calvert starrer, ‘Postal 
Inspector,” goes June 16 as a 
second Fellows production, with 


Indies Persist 20th 
Shelving Demands 


Independent exhibitors, bul- 
warked with the knowledge that 
'20th-Fox has partially reversed it- 
self by reopening adjustments on 
films sold in the New York metro- 
politan area, became more confi- 
dent this week that the 20th drive 
for increased rentals is to be quiet- 
ly shelved. Twentieth exees de- | 
clared just as confidently, however, 
that the plan is still in the works | 
and that some definite formula for | 
obtaining the upped rentals in sit- 
uations believed to be out of line delphia last 
will be forthcoming within 
next week or so. 


Leyvis Allen directing. 

Now shooting are “Sunset Bou- 
levard,” “Riding High” and ‘“Cop- 
per Canyon,” latter in Technicolor. 
Studio will have three tinters 
lensing simultaneously. 


20th May Extend 
‘Availabilities 
Next to Pitt. N.Y. 


New 





20th-Fox “flexible § avail- 


week to completely 


the revise that city’s clearance setup, 


will be extended to other cities in 

Sales manager Andy W. Smith, which 20th distrib execs* think’ 
Jr., killed credits and adjustments clearance has gotten out of hand. 
in N. Y. when the 20th toppers met Already at work in the Cleveland 


with N. Y. exhibs several weeks and Cincinnati areas, the plan will 
ago. Smith declared at that time probably go next to Pittsburgh and 
the situation had turned into a may take shape in some way in the 
“racket,” with adjustments having metropolitan New York area. 

become almost automatic despite Sales manager Andy W. Smith, 
the picture’s boxoffice perform-, Jr., outlined the plan to some 35 
ance. Since then, it’s reported Philly exhibs at a meeting there 


that almost 99°° of exhibs in the | last week. City, under the system, 
sector have refused to book 20th is to be divided into 18 zones, each 
product. Company toppers then including one or more theatres. 
called in exhib leaders to advise Where there is more than one 
them they were ready to sell at house, the run will be open to com- 
old terms and the exhibs are re- petitive bidding on a sliding scale 
| portedly again doing business with arrangement. Pointing up 20th’s 
them. efforts to make the idea workable, 

Smith admitted this week 20th the company has_ reduced the 
might have “oversold the deal” by clearance of the Fox, its own 
killing all credits and adjustments. downtown showcase, 


backtracking in its plans. 
erated the step was originally Ultimate aim of the idea, 
taken to eliminate the so-called course, is to get product out to the 
racket aspects. Now that that has neighborhoods much earlier so 
been accomplished, he averred, the they can take advantage of the ad- 
company thought it could reinstate publicity devoted to the first runs. 
adjustments on a more studied While 20th expects to get paid off 
plan when they’re found to be de- | (Continued on page 18) 


He reit- days. 





served. Smith said he, prez Spy- | 
‘ros P. Skouras and veepee Al 
Lichtman are now studying the N. Y. World-Telly Drops 
final plan with company sstatisti- | ° e 
cians and, while he and Lichtman | Film Guide: Too Costly 
might meet further with indie ex- | ‘ a : ; 
hibs, “some definite plan will be Failure of its daily film guide to 
coming out soon.” result in an appreciable rise in cir- 
Illustrating the exhibs’ attitude CUlation caused the N. Y. World- 
is a bulletin issued this week by Telegram to drop the feature re- 
Allied Rocky Mountain, which Cently after a seven-week experi- 
averred categorically that “the Ment. Tagged “Today’s Movies, 
Lichtman plan has flopped.” Term- the department was inaugurated 
ing the entire idea only a “public- 88 @ service to the public in the 


man),” the bulletin said it had ac- readers. ; 
complished that purpose, “but as, Accompanied by a heavy promo- 


20th-Fox, it was a fiasco.” Twen- Way posters, plugs on the paper's 
tieth field execs, according to the delivery trucks and other media, 
Allied group, “are already apolo- the film guide began with an ex- 
gizing.” The bulletin warned ex- tensive listing of programs at nabe 
hibs against letting ‘“flash-in-the- houses of practically all circuits 
pan oratory make you forget that throughout the metropolitan area 
you as an exhibitor are entitled to with the exception of New Jersey. 
a profit and don't let anybody ever Schedule was printed in agate, and 
talk you out of it.” * took up almost three columns. 
—— Pht ag it’s understood, that 
‘ . after the trial period circulation 
Colo Exhibs Join TOA figures showed little or no change. 
It was then decided to drop the 
Board of directors of the re- department, especially since the 
cently-organized Colorado Assn. of space occupied meant revenue of 
Theatre Owners has plunked for almost $300,000 annually if sold as 
joining the Theatre Owners of. advertising. 
America. Affiliation with TOA Despite abrupt 


+ 


discontinuance 


; I was completed in an exchange of with no explanation, the manage-| 
first time is getting an equal rating letters between B. D. Cockrill, prez ment reportedly received few pro- | 


ot CATO, and Gael Sullivan, exee tests from readers. Bulk of those 
director of TOA. New group has were from suburbanites in West- 
some 75 theatres in its unit. chester or Connecticut, whe found 


CATO's organization meet had the listing saved them phone calls | 


| 


been addressed _by Ted Gamble, to theatres in neighboring towns. 
TOA board chairman, and Sulli- In New York proper mest readers 
, Van. , were indifferent. 


abilities” plan, introdueed in Phila- 


from a for- | 


On New 20th Clearance He denied, however. that 20th is mer 28-day clearance to one of 21. 


of | 


Crosby, ‘Set-Up, Ball Game, ‘Little 


Women, Belvedere, April's Best B.0. 





—¢* Although not getting started un- 


April’s Golden Dozen 
“Connecticut Yankee” (Par). 
“The Set-Up” (RKO). 

“Ball Game” (M-G). - 
“Little Women” (M-G). 
“Belvedere College” (20th). 
“Knoek on Door” (Col). 
“El Paso” (Par). 

“Tulsa” (EL). 

“Dream Is Yours” (WB). 
“Joan of Arc’ (RKO). 

“Kiss in Dark” (WB). 
“Undercover Man” (Col). 


Rathvon Expects 
To Set First Deal 


N. Peter Rathvon, who has been 
east for the past. several weeks on 
his new indie financing unit, ex- 
pects to have his first deals set 
within the next few days, he said 
this week. He stated that he has 
four or five pacts with indie pro- 
ducers under negotiation and that 
one or two should be ready for ink 
before the week is out. 

Former RKO prexy 
he’d offer filmmakers either 








declared 
full 


' financing or second money, depend- 


ing on the particular deal. In some 
cases, he said, he would be able 
to arrange for a bank loan, in 
which case he'd advance only sec- 
ond money. Otherwise, on medium 
and lower-budget pictures, where 
a bank might require 100°o guar- 
antee of its loan, he might advance 
the full amount. 

Rathvon is said to have available 
about $700,000. 

He stated he had given up plans 
he had been working on for going 
into television because the deals 
didn't work out as he would have 
liked. He also declared he would 
have no part in the setup by which 
Malcolm Kingsberg, RKO theatres 
topper, is attempting to acquire 
control of the theatres from How- 
ard Hughes via an arrangement 
with Floyd Odlum, who holds an 
| option on them. 





| L. A. to N. Y. 


Martin Begley 
| Louis Berg 
| Joan Blondell 
A. Pam Blumenthal 
Scott Brady 
Geraldine Brooks 
| Oleg Cassini 
| Charles D. Clarke 
Mrs. Gary Cooper 
Ann Corio 
, Donald Crisp 
Stanley Donen 
Hugh French 
Betty Garrett 
Jack Gertsman 
Jed Harris 
Edward S. Hart 
Cy Howard 
Ina Ray Hutton 
Jack Keller 
Gene Kelly 
| Phil Krasne 
| Walter Lantz 
Peter Lawford 
| Ida Lupino 
| Ann Miller 
| Jules Munshin 
| Joseph Pasternak 
| Buddy Pepper 
| Thelma Ritter 
Hal Rosson 
Adela Rogers St. John 
Edward Schellhorn 
George Seaton 
| Don Sharpe 
Norman Siegel 
| Lela Simone 
Frank Sinatra 
| Sam Spiegel 
| K. T. Stevens 
| H. Paul Warwick 
| Margaret Whiting 
! Bob Williams 
Collier Young 


| N. Y. to L. A. 


' Lyle Bettger 
John Bourke 
| Steve Broidy 
Bette Davis 
Samuel Goldwyn 
Edmund Grainger 
_ Arthur Hornblow, Jr. 
| John Huston 
Bob Kintner 
Steve Miller 
| Earl Mullin 
| Mildred Munson 
| Anna Neagle 
Quentin Reynolds 
William Grant Sherry 
Herbert Wilcox “ 
Michael Wiiding 





‘til the final two weeks in the 
month, Bing Crosby’s “Connecti. 
, cut Yankee” (Par) is soaring to top 
/Spot in the April boxoffice derby. 
Reports from VARIETY correspond. 
ents in some 22 representative key 
cities show the new version of {he 
successful comedy to have finished 
first with big totals for two weeks 
in a row and was hefty in other 
sessions. It made a new all-time 
high at the huge N. Y. Music Hajj 
Easter week on second stanza of 
the run. 

Socko second-place winner was 
“The Set-Up” (RKO), being firsi- 
place winner twice and among the 
top seven another week in April, 
“Take Me Out to Ball Game” 
(M-G) smashed through to third 
position, edging out “Little Wom- 
en.” another Metro picture, which 
wound up fourth. 


“Mr. Belvedere Goes to Col- 
lege” (20th), though just getting 
started as the month ended, 
showed enough to capture fifth 


spot. “Knock On Any Door” ‘Col) 
closed in sixth slot while “El Paso” 
(Par) was seventh. 

“Tulsa” (EL) took eighth money 
nationwide. with “Dream Is Yours” 
(WB) winding up ninth. “Joan of 
Arc” (RKO). big money-getter for 
third successive month (it was first 
in February). again showed its box. 


office stability by winning 10th 
place. ‘‘Kiss In Dark” (WB) fin- 
ished 11th. ‘Undercover Man” 
(Col) was last on’ April's list of 


Golden Dozen top pictures. 
Ace runner-up productions, in 


order of strength, were “Adven- 
ture in Baltimore” (RKO), “Red 
Shoes” (EL), ‘“‘Canadian Pacific” 


(20th), “Portrait of Jennie” (SRO), 
“Nick Beal” (Par), ‘Family Honey- 
moon” (U), ‘‘Ma, Pa Kettle’ (U) 
and “To Sea in Ships” (20th), 
Strong Newcomers 

Potentially strong newcomers, 
being launched as the month end- 
ed, were topped by “Champion” 
(UA) and “Undercover Man” ‘Col.). 
Also new entry giving indications 
of being a moneymaker is “City 
Across River” (U). With a virtual 
no-name cast, it has been doing ex- 
cellent trade in several initial test 
playdates. “Adventure in Balti- 
more” (RKO), also just out, has 
been doing surprisingly well thus 
far. ° 

“Life of Riley” (U), “Bride of 
Vengeance” (Par) and “Outpost in 
Morocco” (UA) shape as_ disap- 
pointments during the past. month 
|although “Bride” has had _ very 
‘few dates. ‘Riley,’ which did well 
iwhere sold heavily in sweeping 
‘three-state preem, sagged subse- 
| quently and had only a few nice 
| weeks on later playdates. ‘“Oul- 
(Continued on page 18) 


N. Y. to Europe 


Abe Aaronsohn 
Siephen Alexander 
Lucinda Ballard 
Robert Clark 

Jerry Dale 

Susan Douglas 
Doris Fisher 

C. H. Gershenson 
Ferris Hartmen 
Mrs. Hal Horne 
Virgil Jackson 

Sir Alexander Korda 
Robert Lantz 
Arthur L. Mayer 
William Moffat 
Kate O’Brien 

Lily Pons 

Liam Redmond 
Bob Roberts 

Mrs. Edward G. Robinson 
- Sherlee Weingarten 


Europe to N. Y. 
Jane Barrett 
Norman Bel Geddes 
Cecil Bernstein 
Cheryl Crawford 
Ruth Draper 
Kathryn Grayson 
Ben Henry 
Johnny Johnston 
Robert Lewis 
Frederick Lonsdale 
Irving Maas 
Margaret O’Brien 
| Gabriel Pascal 
| George Rosen 

—— 


| ~ 
STILL HERE 


Henry Morgan 


| : 
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DA SHil Seeking Means to Get Its 
50% in Odeon Out of 


England in § 





~ Continued efforts are understood + 
_being made by United Artists to 

find a formula for turning into dol- 
lars one of its principal assets— | 
its holdings in the Odeon circuit 

in England. Arthur W. Kelly, 

executive v.p., is heading for Lon- 

don next week, with the problem 

of discovering a way to put the 
shares to work as one of the major 
items on his agenda. 

The Odeon holdings, valued at 
about £750,000 ($3,000,000), fig- 
ured importantly in the recent ne- 
gotiations by the Nasser brothers 
for the purchase of UA. Inability 
to find a means for converting the 
shares into dollars or otherwise 
putting them to work was one of 
things causing the deal to fizzle. 

The Odeon stock has long been 
a source of dismay to UA’s owners 
and execs, since it is such an im- 
portant assets on the books and yet 
useless In so many ways. No. 1 
point is that the shares are non- 
voting and so UA can’t use them 
for getting playing time on the 
Odeon circuit, which is controlled 
by J. Arthur Rank. UA does worse 
probably than any other major in 
the amount of screen time it gets 
from the British tycoon. 

The other point is that even if 
the shares were sold, British gov- 
ernment restrictions prevent UA’s 
English subsid, which owns them, 
from sending the money out of the 
country. While use of the coin is 
not so severely restricted as frozen 
film rentals, it nevertheless comes 
down to employing the money for 

(Continued on page 55) 


Lesser US. Distribs 
Of British Pix Very 
Q.T. on American B.0. 


In its efforts to collect figures on 
how well British pix are doing in 
the U. S., the Motion Picture Assn. 
of America has been propelled into 
a wrangle with a number of small 
distribs.. The tiff has been grow- 
ing hotter in the past month with 
the result of the bout expected to 
affect the amount of additional dol- 
lars which the majors can extract 
from England under the present 
Anglo-American film remittance | 
deal. Earnings of British films in 
the U. S. are added to the $17,000,- 
000 allotted to Yank distribs for 
the year expiring July 1. 

MPAA has complained that it is 
unable to obtain accurate figures 
on earnings from any but the big | 
companies. Big bone of conten- 
tion with lesser outfits are amounts | 
which the latter insist on offsetting | 
against British pix before remit- 

(Continued on page 16) 


Gould To Rep Italian, 
Dutch Filmers in U. S. 


Walter Gould has_ reportedly 
made deals with Feruccio Cara-. 
melli and Frits Strengholt to act 
as their U. S. reps when he winds 
up his present term as United 
Artists’ foreign manager at the end 
of June. Gould, who has been 
with UA since 1926 and foreign 
manager since 1940, will step out 
when his contract expires. 

It is understood he is planning 
to organize a company for import 
and export of films. Deals with 
Caramelli and Strengholt will give 
him tieups in two important ter- 
ritories, Italy and Holland. Cara- 
melli distributes UA product in 
Italy, and Strengholt distributes 
that and other product in Holland, 
besides owning a large chain of 
theatres. 

Arthur W. Kelly, exec v.p., who 
as been in charge of UA’s foreign 
activities, will take over some of 
Gould’s chores himself. Gould has 
been getting less and less active in 
Operation of the department re- 
Cently, since it became definite 
that he would not continue with 
the company. A number of his 
duties have already been taken 
Over by Harry Schroeder, one of 
his assistants. Future of another 
of his assistants, Tom Mulrooney, 


isn’t certain as yet. \ 





20th’s Savings 

Twentieth-Fox saved $729. 
144 during 1948 as result of 
amendments pushed through 
during the year, affecting its 
retirement plan. Total cost of 
the plan came to $1,485,488, 
against $2,214,632 in 1947. As 
of the ot the year, esti- 
mated cost of all past services 
amounted to $7,905,000, com- 
pany reveals. 


close 


amendments are now 
in effect. Maximum salary on 
which benefits are computed 
has been slashed from $50,000 


Two 


to a present $30,008. Addi- 
tionally, period over which 
past service costs are funded 


has been stretched to 40 years 
from a previous 11 years. 


F&M Settles 
With 20th and Par 


St. Louis, May 3. 

In one of the two open disputes 
with the big circuits cropping 
from the distribs determination to 
reshape selling, Paramount and 
20th-Fox have reportedly come out 
on top. It is understood that both 
majors obtained the terms orig- 
inally demanded of Fanchon & 
Marco with few, if any, modifica- 
tions in a settlement of the dispute 
reached here this week. As a 
result, both companies have re- 
newed sales with the big St. Louis 





| chain. 
Settlement came after separate | 
meets of Edward B. Arthur, F&M’s 


general manager, with Andy 
W. Smith, Jr., 20th’s sales veepee, 
and Duke Clark and Harold Wirth- 
wein of Paramount. Indicating 
Par’s intention of battling the 
circuit without regard to rental 
losses is the fact that the com- 
pany has booked “Whispering 
Smith” into drive-ins exclusively 
because it could not secure sub- 
sequent-run playdates in this area. 
By settling with the F&M 
chain, Par and 20th are back 
in the big first-runs. However, 
Par has also been 
with Harry Arthur’s St. 
(Continued on page 16) 


Louis 





Supreme Ct. Nixes 
Momand Plea Request 


Washington, May 3. 

Supreme Court yesterday (2) 
nixed a request that it hear an 
appeal in the suit of Momand 
Theatres of Oklahoma vs. the ma- 
jors. At first the circuit court 


had ruled against A. B. Momand 


in his drive for money damages 


‘in a treble damage anti-trust suit 
against Universal Exchanges, Met- | 
20th-Fox, | 
Vitagraph, RKO Distributing Corp., | 


ro Distributing Corp., 


United Artists and Columbia. 


Momand won a $287,161 verdict 
from a trial jury, but the judge 
ordered a verdict for the defend- 
ants, the judge’s action being up- 
held by the first circuit court. 
Case has been under way since 
1937. 





A&C Get 400G Plus % 

For 2 Pix in New UI Pact 

Hollywood, May 3. 

New contract between the 
bott-Costello team and Universal- 
International goes into effect May 
16, when the comic duo starts 
work in “Abbott and Costello in 
the Foreign Legion.” Robert 
Arthur will produce with Charles 
Barton as director. 

Second picture under the new 
pact will be “Abbott and Costello 
Meet the Invisible Man.” Deal 
calls for a flat salary of $400,000 
for the two films, plus 20° of the 
profits. 


. es 


feuding | 


Ab-| 


SEMENENKO VS. YOUNG IN EL 








BANKER FAVORS. 
FRESH INTERESTS 


| 
| 
Going on behind the scenes in| 
the difficult situation through} 
which Eagle Lion is currently 
passing is a sharp duel between 
two titans of finance, Serge Seme- 


nenko and Robert R. Young. Bos- 
ton banker Semenenko, as chief 


creditor, would like to see other in- 
terests take over ownership of the 
company from Young; who is the 
controlling stockholder 


While the outcome of the pres- 
;ent schism, which extends down 
through the officers of EL, will 


have a tremendous bearing on the 
future of the production-distribu- 
tion organization, it can be said 
authoritatively that there is no 
chance of its folding or making 
any retreat in the position it has 
gained in the industry. Prospects 
are that present dissensions may 
keep the company in something of 
a turmoil for a while to come, but 
that it will be back into production 
on its own shortly and resume ef- 
forts to line up indie pix of which 
it can own a piece and distribute. 
Seme- 
back- 


behind 
Young in the 


Lined up solidly 
nenko against 


stage duel scene is the quartet of | 


EL’s top execs. They are counsel 
|Robert Benjamin, prexy Arthur 
Krim, distribution veepee William 
Heineman and_ publicity-advertis- 
ing v.p. Max Youngstein They 
are resentful of what they charge 
is Young’s “interference” in the 
mamagement without willingness 
to become an officer and thus ac- 


cept the responsibility that goes 
with the authority he is exercis- 
ing 


Young’s side is that the manage- 
(Continued on page 17) 


After Arthur L. Mayer 
Resigns in Germany 


He Plans Italo Prod. 


Arthur L. Mayer. director of the 
motion picture division of the 
American Military Government in 


Germany, returned to his post in | 


Frankfort Monday (2) after a 
month’s visit in New York. Mayer 
is planning to resign the post 
| within another four weeks’ or 
thereabouts and then will go to 
Italy to produce films there. 

Former U. S. exhibition and dis- 
'tribution exec held lengthy 
‘cussions with Army officials in 
| New York and Washington on the 
! matter of a successor but no one 
has been named as yet. It is ex- 
| pected that an appointment will be 
| made within the next couple of 
' weeks to permit Mayer to familiar- 
ize the new man with details of | 
the job before he retires. 

Mayer's Italian production plans 
are still somewhat nebulous. He 
expects to explore the field thor- 
oughly, however, and to go ahead 
before the end of the summer if 
he finds costs are not too high. 


Unthawed British B.R. 
Cancels ‘Trilby’ Prod. 


Inability to utilize frozen sterling 
'to finance a British production of 
i“Trilby” has forced Jesse Lasky, 
Walter McEwen and William Do- 
zier to shelve the project. How- 
ever, despite snags on terms which 
Lasky encountered in negotiating 
|with a British financier, the pro- 
, ducer still is hopeful that he'll get 
‘the venture rolling in the future. 

Joan Fontaine (Mrs. Dozier) was 
to have sailed from New York last 
week for Britain to assume the 
lead role, but the bankrolling hitch 
caused her to cancel the trip. She 
replaced Jennifer Jones, who was 
originally to have starred, and un- 
der her deal was to have partici- 
pated in the profits. 

Before “Trilby’” was dropped 
Dozier and McEwen made flying 
trips to Britain to line up techni- 
cians and studio space. Former 
recently returned after.a week in 
England, but McEwen is slated to 
plane back this week. Aside from 
Miss Fontaine, only other casting 
was that of Anton Walbrook as 
i Svengali. 
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(Cmecoler and Film Classics In 
Splitup; Bernhard Heads Latter 





Sears-Young Talks 
Robert R. Young, controlling 
stockholder in Eagle Lion, and 


Gradwell L. Sears, prez of 
United Artists, have been 
meeting together in New York 
during the past week but 
there has been no inkling for 
what purpose. Queried about 
the hush-hush_ sessions, the 
principals and _ their aides 
replied: “‘No comment.” 
Trade observers hold little 


possibility of the talk being of 
a merger of the two compa- 
nies, since neither has assets 
which would be of value to the 


other. There was some spec- 
ulation, however, that Young 
might be attempting to lure 
Sears into heading EL with 


promises of an_ important 
stock interest in the company. 





18 4th Qtr. In 
8%, Sales Dip 


Washington, May 3. 

film distributors 
during the fourth 
quarter of 1948, on the basis of 
figures for eight large companies 
reported by the Securities and Ex- 
change Commission. The dip was 
below the comparative quarter of 
1947. The decline from the third 
quarter of 1948 was only slight. 

The eight distributors included 
in the report were: Columbia, 
| Loew’s, Monogram, Paramount, 

RKO, Republic, Universal 
Warner’s; 20th was the only major 
whose figures were not listed. 
Sales for the eight were $173,709,- 
000 during the fourth quarter, com- 
pared with $177,938,000 for the 
third quarter of 1948, and $188.- 
570,000 for the fourth quarter of 
1947, 

Breakdown by companies shows 
the following (first figure is fourth 
quarter; second figure third quar- 
ter; and third figure is the fourth 
quarter of 1947): 

Columbia: $8,525,000; $8,668,000; 
$7,172,000. Col foreign subsids 
had no figure available for the 





Sales of 
dived about 


the 
8°% 


quarter they listed $3,674,000; and 
for the final quarter of 1947, $4,- 
(Continued on page 18) 





Harry Goetz’s New 
Gasparcolor Film 


Still another new tint process, 
Gasparcolor, is expected to be 
ready for announcement soon. Its 
development has been financed by 
Harry Goetz, for many years asso- 
ciated with Consolidated Film In- 
dustries, Republie, Paramount and 
other companies. 

Goetz is understood forming a 
new setup to market the process in 
association with Dr. Bela Gaspar, 
who invented the system in Hun- 
gary and perfected it here. Meth- 
od is said to require no special 
cameras, is cheaper, and it can be 
licensed to studio’s own labs for 
processing. 





Shirley for ‘Corliss,’ 
Sequel to ‘Kiss-Tell’ 
Hollywood, May 3. 
Shirley Temple is expected to 
ink a deal this week to star in “‘A 


Kiss for Corliss” with Marcus 
Loew, 2d, and Colin iller pro- 
ducing. Richard Wallace’ will 


direct with tentative July 8 start- 
ing date set. United Artists will 
release. 

Miss Temple will move from 
Warners, where she’s. currently 
working in “Always Sweethearts,” 
on loanout from Selznick at a re- 
ported $100,000. Film is sequel to 
“Kiss and Tell,” in which she’s 
also starred. Released by Colum- 
bia, latter grossed an estimated 
; $4,200,000. 


and | 


last quarter of 1948. For the third | 


Divorcement of Cinecolor and 
Film Classics, following a two-year 
tieup, is expected to be initiated 
this week. Move has been in the 
discussion stage for some months 
and was tipped off by the resigna- 
tion of Joe Bernhard as prexy and 
director of Cinecolor early in April. 

Separation is expected to be ac- 
complished by a re-exchange of 
stock between the two corporations. 


Merger was originally made via 
Bernhard and Edward L. Alperson, 
who owned FC, handing all their 


for a block of 
FC thus be- 
Cinecolor 
stepping 
both out- 


stock to Cinecolor 
that company’s shares 
came ae_e wholly-owned 
subsid, with Bernhard 
into the presidency of 
fits. 

Bernhard, when he recently re- 
signed as Cine prexy, retained the 


top spot in FC. He'll continue to 
head the distribution-production 
company and be _ its principal 


stockholder when the two firms are 
unscrambled 

Bernhard has been in favor of 
the divorcement for a long time, 
but has been opposed by the chief 
Cine stockholder, the Donner 
estate of Philadelphia. Latler has 
finally come around and since the 
Chemical Bank & Trust Co., N. Y., 
Which has about $1,500,000 in 
loans outstanding to the two com- 
panies is also agreeable, there 
seem to be no obstacles in the 
way. 

A great many details must be 
worked out, however, before the 
action can be presented to Cine- 
color stockholders for their ap- 

(Continued on page 48) 


Influx Seen as B.0. 
Boon by Joe Franklin 


Increased immigration into Can- 
ada is giving the Dominion’s film 
industry thousands of new film pa- 
trons monthly, according to Joe 
Franklin of the Franklin & Her- 
shorn circuit, theatre operators in 
St. John’s and Halifax. Canada is 


currently receiving thousands of 
emigres monthly. 
Government is attempting to 


build up the underpopulated prov- 
inces, especially Alberta and Sas- 
katchewan, which is reported in 
need of farmers and technicians, 
and is resettling vast amounts of 
people from England and displaced 


-| persons from other parts of Eu- 


rope. In fact, the Cunard liner 
Aquitania has been in shuttle serv- 
ice between Britain and Halifax 
| since the end of the war carrying 
‘new settlers into Canada. 

| Franklin, enroute to Canada, 
| (Continued on page 54) 


C. P. Skouras’ Big Wage 
Despite NT Settlement 


Because of the terms of settle- 
'ment of the minority stockholder 
action against 20th-Fox, Charles P. 
Skouras, head of National The- 
atres, stands to lose $280,000 in 
1948 paychecks, a fiscal report of 
20th discloses. At that, Skouras 
probably was again the top-paid 
exec in the film business and pos- 
sibly the country last year since he 
picked up $495,200 in salary and 
bonuses during °48. 

On the basis of his percentage- 
sharing deal, Skouras ordinarily 
would have been paid $775,200 
during the year. Instead, his com- 
pensation came to $135,200 in sal- 
ary and $360,000 in bonuses. Lat- 
ter amount is the ceiling imposed 
on all Skouras bonuses by the 
stockholder settlement. 

Under the Skouras’ contract 
with the theatre unit, his bonus is 
fixed at 5% for the first $4,000,000 
earned by the circuit and 642% for 
all additional sums. His cut indi- 
cates that NT netted $10,775,000 
for the year. 

Stockholder action was recently 
settled on terms which the N. Y. 
supreme court confirmed. Splinter 
section of the minority stockhold- 
ers opposed the compromise and 
, may yet appeal to the higher court. 
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New, Strong Pix Help L.A.; ‘Champion’ 
Wham $55,000, ‘Jennie’ Small 326, 


Flamingo’ Sultry 636, Bing $39,000 





Los Angeles, May 3. ¢ 

New, strong product is boosting 
biz here this session. ‘Flamingo 
Road” and “The Champion” are 
making the big boxoffice noise, 
both doing the best trade in months 
for their respective nits. “Road” 
shapes to hit solid $63,000 in three 
theatres while “Champion” is head- 
ing for socko $55,000 in four small- 
seaters. 

“Connecticut Yankee” looks just 


good at $39,000 in two Paramount ¢ 


houses. “Life of Riley” is only fair 
with $25.500 in five sites. “Adven- 
ture in Baltimore” is very dull 
$19,000 in two spots. “Portrait of 
Jennie” is shaping for small $32,- 
000 in four locations. 
Estimates for This Week Me 

Beverly Hills, Downtown, Hawaii, 
Hollywood Music Halls (Prin-Cor) 
(934: 902: 1,106; 512; 55-$1)— 
“Champion” (UA). Socko $55,000, 
or near. Last week, “Impact” (UA) 
and “Search Danger” (FC) (2d wk), 
$21,000. 

Chinese, Loew’s State, Loyola, 
Uptown ‘FWC) (2,048; 2,404; 1,248; 
1,719: 60-$1)—‘Portrait of Jennie” 
(20th) and “Tucson” (20th). Slim 
$32,000. Last week, “Down Sea 
Ships” (20th) and “Miranda” (EL) 
(2d wk). $28,000. 

Downtown, Hollywood, Wiltern 
(WB) (1.757; 2.756: 2,344; 60-$1)— 
“Flamingo Road” (WB). Solid $63.- 
000. Last week, “Dream Is Yours” 
(WB) and “Homicide” (WB) (2d 
wk), $26,000. 

Egyptian, Los Angeles, Wilshire 
(FWC) (1.538: 2.097; 2.296; 60-$1)— 
“Litthe Women” (M-G) (3d wk). | 
Nice $15.000. Last week, $21,000. 

Orpheum (D'town) (2.210; 60-$1) | 
—‘Shot Jesse James’ (SG) and 
“Arson. Inc.” (SG). Fair $12,500) 
here, with $24,500 in 5 day-daters. 
Last week, “Tulsa” (EL) and 
“Shamrock Hill” (EL) (2d wk), nice | 
$10,400 here, with $23,700 in 5 
sites. 

Pantages, Hillstreet (Pan-RKO) 
(2.812; 2,890: 50-$1)—‘Adventure 
Baltimore” (RKO) and “Mutineers” 
(Col). Light $19,000. Last week, | 
“Undercover Man” (Col) and “Make 
Believe Ballroom” (Col) (2d wk), 

22.600. 

Los Angeles, Hollywood Para- 
mounts (F&M) (3,398: 1.451; 60-$1) 
—‘‘Connecticut Yankee” (Par). 
Fairly nice $39,000. Last week, “El 
Paso” (Par) and “Own True Love” | 
(Par) (2d wk), $18,900. 

United Artists, Ritz (UA-FWC) 
(2.100; 1,370; 60-$1)—‘Life of 
Riley’ (‘U) and “Sky Dragon” 
(Mono). Slow $15,500, with $25,500 
for 5 day-daters. Last week, ‘Ma, | 
Pa Kettle” (U) and ‘File 649” (FC) | 
(2d wk), $14,200 here, with $23,700) 
for 5 sites. 

Esquire ‘Rosener) (685; 85-$1.20) 
—‘Grand Illusion” (Indie) (reis- 
sue). Slim $2,000. Last week. “Vol- 
pone” (Indie) (4th wk-8 days), $2,- 
100. 

Fine Arts (FWC) (679: $1.20- 
$2.40)\—“‘Red Shoes” (EL) (18th 
wk). Near $6,500. Last week, Zood 
$6.700. 

Four Star (UA-WC) (900; $1.20- 
$2.40)\—“‘Hamlet” (U) (27th wk). 
Down to $4,000. Last week, good 
$5.300. 

Laurel ‘Rosener) (890; $1.20)— 
“Mons. Vincent” (Indie) (3d wk). 
Near $5,500. Last week, sturdy 
$6,000. 


INDPLS. IN SPRING DIP; 
‘JENNIE’ THIN $9,000 


Indianapolis, May 3. 
Firstrun biz is in spring dol- 





“drums here this week. Nothing on 


tap has developed mass draw. 
“Canadian Pacific.” at Indiana, 
looks best but just lukewarm. 
“Portrait of Jennie’ at Loew's and 


“Enchantment” at Circle are both | week, 


getting only the carriage trade, and 
are disappointing. 
Estimates for This Week 

Cirele ‘Gamble-Dolle) ‘2.800; 44- 
65) — “Enchantment” (RKO) and 
“Shamrock Hill” ‘EL). Drab $7.- 
500. Last week, “Joan of Arc” 
(RKO), slow $11,500 at $1.25 top. 

Indiana (‘G-D) (3.300; 44-65)— 
“Canadian Pacific’ (20th) and 
“Hideout” (Rep). Tepid $10,000. 
Last week, “Connecticut Yankee” 
(Par) and ‘Ladies of Chorus” ‘Col), 
nifty $14,500. 

Loew's (Loew) (2.450; 44-65)— 
“Portrait of Jennie” (SRO) and 
“Black Eagle’ (Col). Thin $9,000. 
Last week, “Little Women” (M-G) 
and “Manhattan Angel” ‘Col) (2d 
wk), nice $7,000 in 4 days. 

Lyrie (G-D) (1.600; 44-65)—"Shot 
Jesse James” (SG) and “Highway 
13° (SG). Sluggish $4.500. Last 
week, “Jungle Jim” (Col) and “Un- 
lamed Breed” (Col), $6,000. 





ber of 


' Port. Loaded With H.0.’s; 


‘Undercover Man’ o's; Riley’ $74 000, Belvedere 236 in Hub, 


Portland, Ore. ,May 3. 
Biz in downtown houses is up 


this week despite the large num- 


"tre, Both Nice; Strangers Unexciting 31¢ 


holdovers. 


Man,” the only new picture, looks 
nice. 
Game” and “Little Women” are all | 
faring well on holdovers. 


“Connecticut Yankee,” “Ball 


Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (Parker) (1,832; 50-85) 


|—"*Ball Game” (M-G) and “Girl 
| Manhattan” 


Broadway Grosses | $8.500. Last week, torrid $15,400. 


(UA) (2d wk). Big. 


Oriental (H-E) (2,009: 50-85)— | 


|“Connecticut Yankee” ar) and 

Estimated Total Grose “Henry, Rainmaker” (Mono) (2d 
This Week $577,500 \wk). Day-date with Paramount, 
(Based on 17 theatres) ‘fine $4,800. Last week, torrid, 
Last Year $652,000 $7,700. ~ 


(Based on 22 theatres) | 








$30,000 in Philly 3 


Last week, $14,000. 


Philadelphia, May 3. 

Fair biz at first-runs here this 
week, with only top product get- 
ting a real play. Standout is ‘“Fla- 
mingo Road” at Mastbaum, hefty | 
and biggest coin in town. Other 
newcomers, “Act of Murder,” at 
Aldine, and ‘Walking Hills,” at 
Stanton, are disappointing. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; 
“Act of Murder” (U). Mild $9,000. | 
Last week, “Dear To Heart” (RKO) 
(2d wk), oke $8,000. 


}é 


| ‘ 


85)—"*Little 


‘ 


{sock $7,500. 
$8,500. 


‘ 
' 


Orpheum (H-E) (1,750; 50-85)— 
‘Undercover Man” (Col) and 
‘Ladies of the Chorus” (Col). Good 


| $8,000. Last week, “Set-Up” (RKO) 


* 9 
Flami 0 Heft and “Gun Smugglers” (RKO), okay 
$6,200. 


Paramount: ‘H-E) (3,400; 50-85) 
(Par) and 
(Mono) (2d 


‘Connecticut Yankee”’ 
‘Henry, Rainmaker 
also Oriental. 


United Artists (Parker) (895; 50- 
Women” 


Guild (Parker) (485; $1.80-$2.40) 
‘Red-““Shoes” ‘EL).. On 2-a-day, 
Last week, capacity 


Mayfair (Parker) (1,500; 50-85)— 
‘Red Canyon” (UI) and 





} iS 
Boyd (WB) (2.360; a, Clips Det., 


trait of Jennie” (SRO) (3d. wk). 
Fine $17,000. Last week. $20,000. 
Earle (WB) (2,700; 50-99)— |! 
“Song of India” (Col), with Phil | 
Spitalny orch onstage. Fair $21.- | 
000. Last week, “Siren of Atlantis” | 
(UA) plus Peter Lorre, Three | 
Stooges, $20.000. | 
Fox (20th) (2.250; 50-99)—‘Bel- 
vedere Goes to College” (20th) ‘(3d 
wk). Great $16.500 in final 5 days. 
Last week, smash $28,000. 


Pacific’ $25,000 


Detroit, May 3. 
Detroit's first touch of 80-degree 
temperatures this season is cutting 


deeply into film biz this round. 
“Canadian Pacific’ at Fox looks 
best at $25,000. “Connecticut 





Big $8,000. 


(M-G) (2d) A 
wk). Big $9,500. Last week, $14,-| trend here and a shade brighter 


“Jungle | 
Jim” (Col). Big $7,200. Legit show | 
50-99)— | last week. 


Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week $2,655,000 
(Based on 24 cities, 206 - 
theatres, chiefly mrst runs, tw 
cluding N. Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year $2,692,000 
(Based on 20 cities, 201 
theatres ) 


Pacific’ Best Bet 
In Cincy, $11,000 


Cincinnati, May 3. 
Trade generally is in a seasonal 








than last week. “Portrait of Jen- 
nie” and “Dream Is Yours,” both 
above par, are neck-and-neck for 
top coin but “Canadian Pacific,” 
other new pic, is comparatively 
stronger with tall total. 


Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (3,100; 50-75)— 
“Portrait of Jennie’ (SRO). Mod- 
erate $13.000. Last week, “Knock 
on Door” (Col), $14,500. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 50-75)— 
“Little Women” (M-G) (3d wk). 
Swell $8,500 after stoutish $11,500 
second stanza. 

Grand (RKO) (1.400: 50-75)— 

anadian Pacific’ (20th). Sturdy 
$11,000. Last week, “Shockproof” 
(Col), fairish $6.000. 

Guild (Indie) (278: $1.20-$2.40)— 
“Red Shoes” (EL) (9th wk). Thin- 
ning to $2,500 after last week's 


“ee 


| Slow $3,000. 


Keith’s ‘City Inv.) (1,542; 50-75) 


Goldman (Goldman) (1,200; 50-| Yankee” is seen slipping a bit in| — Connecticut Yankee’ (Par) (3d 


99)—“*Ball Game” (M-G) (4th wk). 


its second week at United Artists 


wk). Still nifty at $9.500 in wake 


Easing off to $12,000. Last week, | after first week’s sock gross of $25,- | 0f hefty $12.500 second round. 


$15.000. 

Karlton (Goldman) (1,000; 50-99) 
—‘Little Women” (M-G) (5th wk). 
Fair $8,000. Last week, $8,500. | 

Keith’s (Goldman) (1.700: 50-99) 
—‘‘Connecticut Yankee” (Par) (2d 
wk). Hefty $13,000 after sock $18.- 
000 opener. 

Mastbaum (WB) (4.360: 50-°°: 
“Flamingo Road” (WB). Hefty 
$30,000. Last ~week, “Dream Is, 
Yours” (WB) (2d wk), $16,000. 

Stanley (WB) (2.950: 50-99)—)\§ 
“Knock On Door” ‘Col) (2d wk). | 
Holding up well at $20,000. Last | 
week, big $28,800. 

Stanton (WB) (1,475; 50-99)— 
“Walking Hills” (Col). Disappoint- 
ing $8,500. Last week, “Set-Up” 
(RKO) (2d wk), $8,000. 

Trans-Lux ‘(T-L) (500; $1.20-$2.40) 
—‘‘Red Shoes” (EL) (19th wk). 
Down to $8,000. Last week, okay 
$8,500. 


Ozoners Hit St. Loo Biz; 
‘Strangers’ Big $14,000 


St. Louis, May 3. 

Lighting of five St. Louis county 
drive-ins, opening of midget auto 
racing season and police circus are | 
furnishing big opposition to main- | 
stem houses here this week. Of the 
new entries, “Undercover Man,” at 
the big Fox, is leader but only 
mild. Biggest showing compara- 
tively is being made by “We Were | 
Strangers,” big at the Missouri. | 

Estimates for This Week 

Ambassador (F&M) (3.000; 50- 





00. 
Estimates for This Week 

Fox (‘(Fox-Mich) (5.000: 70-95)— 
“Canadian Pacific” (20th). Good 
$25,000. Last week, “To Sea _ in 
Ships” (20th) (2d wk), big $22,000. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000: 
70-95) — “Adventure in Baltimore” 
(RKO) and ‘“‘Hideout” (Mono). Slim 
$15,000. Last week, “Knock On 
Door” (Col) and “Ladies of Chorus” 


' (Rep), $17.000 in third week. 


Palms (UD) (2.900: 70-95)—‘“Un- 
dercover Man” (Col) and “Blondie’s 
Secret” (Col) (2d wk). Down to 
$13.000. Last week, $20,000. 

United Artists (UD) (2,000: 70- 
95)—‘‘Connecticut Yankee” (Par) 
(2d wk). Fading to $17,000. Last 
week, solid $25,000. 

Madison (UD) (1.800: 70-95)— 
“Set. York” ‘WB) and “Castle on 
Hudson” (WB) (reissues). Slow $7,- 
000. Last week, “Bad Boy” (Mono) 
and. “Dude Goes West” (Mono). 
Fairish $10,000. 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 70-85)— 
“Little Women” ‘(M-G) (2d wk). 
Oke $10,000. Last week, $15,000. 

Downtown (Balaban) (2,900: 70- 
95) — “Bribe” (M-G) and “Kid- 
napped” (M-G). Dull $12.000. Last 
week. “Life of Riley” (U) end 
“State Department — File 649” 
(FC) (2d wk), $7,000. 


State Dept.’-Cole Trio 
Smash $20,000 in Buf 


Buffalo, May 3. 
Standout this week is the Hipp 
with “State Dept.” which is being 





Palace (RKO) (2.600; 
“Dream: Is Yours” (WB). Pleasing 
$13,000. Last week. “Adventure in 
Baltimore” (RKO), $9,000. 


D.C. Brisk; ‘Yankee’ Hep 
$23,000, Flamingo’ Trim 
186, ‘Jennie’ Big 12G, 2d 


Washington, May 3. 
It’s a generally brisk session here 
currently, thanks to a few hefty 


50-75)— 





|mewcomers and a smart vaude 
| Show. “Cover-Up,” at Loew's Cap- 
itol, hypoed by strong vaude— 


|Marilyn Maxwell, Mischa Auer ana 
| Three Suns—tops the town. Close 
second is “‘Connecticut Yankee” at 
Loew’s Palace. “Flamingo Road” 


at the Warner looks good. “Life of | 


| Riley,” at RKO Keith’s, very slow, 
possibly due to an uoverdose of Wil- 
liam Bendix since he is current in 
two other firstruns. 
Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew's) (2,434: 44-85)— 
“Cover Up” (UA), plus vaude. Sock 
$28,000, thanks mainly to star- 
'studded stageshow. Last week. 
“Bad Men of Tombstone” (Mono) 
plus Mel Torme and Woody Her- 
man orch, disappointing $27,000, 
but above average for house. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,939; 44-80)— 
“Life of Riley’ (U). Slow $8.000. 
Last week, “Adventure Baltimore” 
(RKO), okay $10,000 but below 
hopes. 

National (Heiman) (1,600: 44-74) 
—‘Gone With Wind” (M-G) (re- 


' 
| 


75\—"“Dear to Heart” (RKO) and. boosted to a. tall figure by King issue) (3d wk). Firm $7,500 after 


“Red Canyo..” (U) tm.o.). Okay. 
$9,000. Last week, “Since Went 
Away” (EL) and “Shamrock Hill” 
‘EL), minor $9,500. 

Fox (F&M) (5.000; 50-75)—“Un- | 
dercover Man” ‘Col) and “Song of 
India” (Col). Mild $16,000. Last | 
“Red Canyon” (‘(U) and. 
“Fighting Fools” (U), $13,000. 

Loew's ‘Loew) (3,172: 50-75)— 
“Force of Evil” ‘(M-G) aad 
“Caught” (M-G). Fair $14.000 or 
near. Last week, “Little Women” 
(M-G) (2d wk), nice $15,000. 

Missouri ‘(F-M) (3.500; 50-75)— 
“We Were Strangers” ‘Col) and 
“Ladies of Chorus” (Col). Big $14.- 
000. Last week, “Walking Hills” 
‘Col) and “Untamed Breed” (Col), 
$10,000. 

St. Louis ‘F&M) (4,000; 50-75)— | 


and “Whiplash” (WB) (2d wk). 
Down to $5,000 following nice $7,- 
500 initial session. 

Shady Oak (F&M) (676; $1.20- 
$2.40\—"‘Red Shoes” ‘EL) (2d wk). 
Off to $4,500 after first stanza’s big 
$5,500. 

Shubert ‘ind’ (1.500; 50-75)— 
Closed. Last week. “Bomba” 
‘Mone! and “Big Fight” (Meno). 
mild $4,000. 


Cole Trio. Way out in lead for 
straight pix is “Belvedere to Col- 
lege” at the Buffalo. 
Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Loew's) ‘3.500; 40-70)— 
“Belvedere Goes College” (20th) 
and “Valiant Hombre” (UA). Socko 
$18.500. Last week. “Cover Up” 


(UA) and Louis Prima orch onstage, s 


great $28,000. 

Great Lakes (Par) (3.400; 40-70) 
—Dream Is Yours” (WB). Good 
$12.500. Last week, “Connecticut 
Yankee” (Par) (2d wk). big $10,000. 

Hipp (Par) (3,400: 40«70)—‘'State 
Deparitment—File 649" (FC) plus 
King Cole Trio, others, onstage. 
Very big $20,000. Last week, “Bad 
Boy” ‘Mono) and “Big Fight” 
(Mono), $7,500. 


fine $9,000 last week. 

Palace (Loew's) (2.370: 44-74)— 
“Connecticut Yankee” (Par). Husky 
$23.000. Last week, “Little Women” 
(M-G) (2d wk). okay $15,000. 

| Warner (WB) (2,164: 44-74)— 
“Flaminge Road” (WB). Trim $18.- 
000. Last week. “Knock On Door” 
(Col), not up to expectancy with 
14,000 


Trans-Lux (T-L) (650; 44-80)— 
“Portrait of Jennie” (SRO) (2d wk). 
Strong $12,000 after hot $14,000 
opener: “Holds. 


‘Pacific’ Not Fast in 
Mild Toronto, $15,000 


Toronto, May 3. 
With exceptionally fine weather, 





P . % | Lafayette (Basil) (3,000; 40-70)— plus the confusion over daylight 
Bad Men of Tombstone” ‘(Mono)’ “We Were Strangers” (Col) and saving, biz is generally off here for 


“Rusty Saves Life’ (Col). Trim 
$13,000. Last week, “Family 
Honeymoon” (U) and “Amazing Mr. 


the first time in several weeks. The 
number of holdovers also is con- 
tributing to downbeat. “Canadian 


X” (Col) (2d wk), fine $7,000 in 4 Pacific’ and “Flaxy Martin” are 


days. 

Century (20th Cent) (3,000; 40-70) 
—‘‘Adventure in Baltimore” (RKO) 
and “Train to Aleatraz’” (RKO). 
Modest $10.500 or over. Last week. 
“Woman's Secret” (RKO) and 
“Smuggler’s Cove” (Mono), $12,000. 


about even among newcomers. 


neither being big. 
Estimates for This Week 
_ Downtown, Glendale, Scarboro, 
State (20th-Cent) (1.059. 955. 698. 
694; 35-60)—"Flaxy Martin” ‘WB) 
(Continued on page 16) 


Boston, Mav 3. 
Summer complaints already have 


set in around town, with new prod- 
‘uct getting plenty of opposition 


from day and night ball games and 
neighboring race track. Result is 


that pics which should do Weil are 
not much more than average. “Life 
of Riley” at Memorial and “Mr. 
Belvedere Goes to College” at Met 
lead pack. “We Were Strangers”’ 


,;at Orpheum and State shapes just 


average. 
Estimates for This Week 
Astor (Jaycox) (1,200: 40-85)— 
“Pride of Yankees” (RKO) (34 
wk). Winding up with mild $4,500 
after fair $5,800 for second 


Boston (RKO) (3,200; 40-85)~ 
“City Across River” (‘(U) and 
“Daughter of Jungle’ (Rep) (2d 


wk). Okay $16,000. First week was 
big $21,000, way over hopes. 

Exeter (Indie) (1,100; 45-75)— 
“Mons. Vincent” (Indie) (3d wk). 
Nice $6,000 after okay $7.000 in 
second. 

Fenway (NET) (1.373: 40-85)~— 
“Dream Is Yours” (WB) and “Rim- 
fire’ (SG). About average $8,000. 
Last week, “El Paso” (Par) and 
“Duke of Chicago” (Rep), same. 

Mayflower (ATC) (700: 40-85)—~ 
“Tulsa” (EL) and ‘Ladies of 
Chorus” (Col) (3d wk). Fair $4.000 
after $4,800 last week. 

Memorial (RKO) (3.500: 40-85)~ 
“Life of Riley” (U) and “Feathered 
Serpent” (Mono). Nice $24,000. 
Last wéek, ‘“‘Adventure in Balti- 
more” (RKO) and “Clay Pigeon” 


(RKO), disappointing $17,500. 


Metropolitan (NET) (4.376; 40- 
85)\—“‘Mr. Belvedere To College” 
(20th) and “Homicide” (WB). Nice 
$23,000. Last week. “Connecticut 
Yankee” (Par) and “Tuna Clipper” 
(Rep) (2d wk), $17,000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (3.000; 40-85)— 
“We Were Strangers” ‘Col) and 
“Crime Doctor’s Diary”  ‘Col). 
Average $20,000. Last week, “Little 
Women” (M-G) (2d wk), nice $19,- 
600. 

Paramount (NET) (1.700: 40-85) 
—‘‘Dream Is Yours” (WB) and 
“Rimfire” (SG). Fair $12.000. Last 
week, “El Paso” (Par) and “Duke 
of Chicago” (Rep), $14.000. 

Pilgrim (ATC) (1,800; 40-85)— 
“Crooked Way” (UA) and “Bomba” 
(Mono). So-so $10,000. Last week, 
“Tulsa” (EL) and “Ladies of Cho- 
rus” (Col) (2d wk), $6,500. 

State (Loew) (3,500; 40-85)—‘‘We 
Were Strangers” (Col) and “Crime 
Doctor’s Dairy” (Col). Unexciting 
$11,000. Last week. “Little Women” 
(M-G) (2d wk), $9,000. 


‘Riley’ Sturdy $12,500, 
Seattle; ‘Game’ Fat 116 


Seattle, May 3. 


“Life of Riley” shapes standout 
here this week, with “Ball Game.” 
also big, taking second money. 
Second stanzas for “Connecticut 
Yankee” and “Belvedere To Col- 
lege” are still doing smash trade. 


Estimates for This Week 


Coliseum (H-E) (1,877; 50-84)— 
“Shot Jesse James” (SG) and 
“Duke of Chicago” (Rep). Slow 
$7,500. Last week, “Force of Evil” 
(M-G) and “Brothers in Saddle” 
(RKO), $8,500. 

Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349: 50 
84) — “Little Women” (M-G) and 
“Tucson.” (20th) (3d wk). Swell $5.- 
000 in 4 days after trim $9,800 last 
week. 


Liberty (Theatres, Inc.) (1,650; 
50-84) — “Connnecticut Yankee | 
(Par) and “Blondie’s Big Deal 
(Col) (2d wk). Great $11.000 after 
last week's smash $16,200. 

Music Box (H-E) (850; $1.20- 
$2.49)—“‘Red Shoes” (EL) ‘2d wk). 
Good $7,000 after nice $7,600 last 
week. 

Music Hall (H-E) (2.200: 50-84)— 
“Belvedere To College” (20th) and 
“Cheated the Law” (20th) (2d wk). 
Still sock at $12,000. Last week. big 
$14,800. 

Orpheum (H-E) (2.600; 50-84)— 
“Life of Riley” (U) and “State 
Dept.—File No. 649” (FC). Great 
$12,500. Last week, “Undercover 
Man” (Col) and “Daughter © 
West” (FC) (2d wk-5 days), $4.800. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 40-65) 
—“Fighting O'Flynn” ‘U) ane 
“Dark Past” (Col) plus stage show. 
Fairish $5,000. Last week, “Act of 
Violence” (M-G) and 
French” (Col) and vaude, $4,700. 

Paramount (H-E) (3.039; 50-84'— 
“Ball Game” (M-G) and “Search 
for Danger” (FC). Big $1) 000. 
Last week, “Tulsa” ‘EL! and 
“Shamrock Hill” (EL), (2d wh-5 
days), $5,500. 
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LERIETY 


PICTURE GROSSES + 





Vacation, Mild Weather Helps Chi: 
River Contino Unit Lusty $55,000, 


Flamingo -Blair-Borge Rugged 536 


Chicago, May 3. 
With the entry of nine new bills 
backed by school vacation and 


sunny weather, Chi grosses is cur- | 


rently on upswing. However, several 


pics aren't living up to expecta- 


tions. Sock exploitation job on 
“City Across the River” plus Dick 
Contino unit on Oriental stage 
should garner lusty $55,000. Chi- 
cago, with “Flamingo Road” and 
Janet Blair and Victor Borge in 
person shapes neat $53,000. 

“Life of Riley’ and ‘Mutineers” 
at Palace looks okay $18.000 
“Little Women” opened big at 
State-Lake and should hit strong 
$25,000. “To Sea in Ships” at 
Woods is bright with $25,000. 

“IT Shot Jesse James” and “SOS 
Submarine” at Garrick is bright 
$8.000. Other newcomers are not 
doing so well, with lesser reissues. 

Estimaies for This Week 

Chicago (B&K) 
“Flamingo Road” (WB) with Janet 
Blair and Victor Borge onstage. 
Headed for neat $53,000. Last 
week, ‘Dream Is Yours” (WB) plus 
Desi Arnaz orch (2d wk) $49,000. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 50-98)— 
“Shot Jesse James” (SG) and “SOS 


Submarine” (SG). Brisk $8,000. 
Last week, “Song of India’ and 
“Law Barbary Coast” (Col) (2nd 


wk), nice $6,000. 

Grand (RKO) (1,500; 75-$1.25)— 
“Joan of Are’ (RKO) (6th wk.) 
Tidy $17,000. Last week, big $21,- 
000. 

Oriental (Essaness; (3,400; 50-98) 
—‘“City Across River” (U) plus 
Dick Contino unit. Lusty $55,000. 
Last week, “Ball Game” ‘(M-G) 
with Jane Russell p.a. (3d wk), 
solid $39,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 
“Life of Riley” (U) and ‘“Muti- 
neers” (Col). Okay $18,000. Last 
week, “Adventure in Baltimore” 
(RKO) and “Gun Smugglers” 
(RKO), $12,000, below hopes. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 50-98)— 
“Bad Boy” (Mono) (2d wk). So-so 
$10,000. Last week, good $15,000. 

Selwyn (Shubert) (1,000; $1.20- 
$2.40)\—‘‘Red Shoes” (EL) (19th 
wk). Off a bit but still fine at $9,- 
500. Last week, $10,500. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 50-98) 
—‘‘Little Women” (M-G). Strong 
$25,000. Last week, ‘‘Tuisa” (EL) 
(2nd wk), nice $16,000. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 50- 


.50-98)— 


98)—‘Caught” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Weakish $12,000 sighted. Last 
week, $16,000. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,073; 98)— 
“Sea in Ships” (20th). Bright $25,- 
000. Last week, “Command Deci- 


fl (M-G) (5th wk), good $12,- 
World (Indie) (587: 80)—“Louisi- 
anna Story” (Indie). Tidy $5,000. 


Last week, “Paisaf”’ (Indie) (14th | 


wk), $5,000. 


Mother’ Bright $15,000 
In Prov.; ‘Riley’ Ditto, 
‘Enchantment’ NSH 176 


Providence, May 3. 

Fairly hefty all around though 
Sunday summer-like weather cut 
in. On the neat side are Majestic’s 
‘Mother Is Freshman” and RKO 
Albee’s “Life of Riley.” Loew’s 
State is not big with “Enchant- 
ment.” 


Estimates for This Week 

‘ Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65) — 
Life of Riley” (U) and “The 
Pearl” (RKO). Peppy $15,000. Last 
week, “Adventure In Baltimore” 
(RKO) and “Brothers In Saddle” 
(RKO), $14,500. 

(1,400; 44-65) — 


Fay’s #Fay) 
Costello Meet Franken- 





“Abbott 
Stein” (U) and Jerry Wayne head- 
ing stageshow. Solid $9,500. Last 
week, “Blandings Dream House” 
(SRO) (reissue) and Guy Kibbee 
heading stage bill $10,000. 

ie Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-65) — 
Mother Is Freshman” (20th) and 


“Cheated ~ Law” (20th). Lively 
$15,000. Last week, “South St. 
Louis ‘WB) and “Rainmaker” 


(Mono), rugged $17,000. 

_Metropolitan (Snider) (3,100; 44- 
65'—*Tulsa” (EL) and “Shamrock 
Hill ‘EL). Slow $6,500. Last 


week, legit show. 
Fs State (Loew) (3,200: 44-65) — 
ponchantment” (RKO) and “High 
ury ‘UA). Just passable $17,000. 
Last week, “Ball Game” (M-G) 
(2d wk), very nice $15,000. 
Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44-65) 


o Paso” (Par). Opened Monday 


Cali 7 age tolled 
e ‘ ar : 7 
$10,000. wk), moderate 





r% 
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| Estimates Are Net 


Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, i.e., 
without the 20% tax. Distribu- 
tors share on net take, when 
playing percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come. 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, 
include the U. S. amusement 
tax. 


Belvedere’ Boft 








Cleveland, May 3. 

First hot spell of season seared 
a couple of downtown houses but 
“Mr. Belvedere” at Hipp and “Con- 
necticut Yankee”’ at Loew’s State 
are grabbing a heavy load of long- 
green, in a neck-to-neck race. “‘Ad- 
venture in Baltimore” skidded at 
Palace. Holdover of ‘Stratton 
Story” continues big at the Still- 
man after record opener. 

Estimates for This Week 
Allen (WB) (3,057; 55-70)—‘‘Fan”’ 


(20th). Okay $9,000. Last week, 
“Red Canyon” (U), $14.000. 
Esquire (Community) (700; 50- 


75-$1.25)—“Joan, of Arc” (RKO). 
Droopy at $5,000. Last week, ‘“‘Red 
Shoes” (EL) (18th wk), smart $5,- 
500. 

Hipp (Warners) (3,465: 55-70)— 
“Mr. Belvedere” (20th). Swell $22,- 
000 and holds. Last week, “Dream 
Is Yours” (WB), $18,900. 

Palace (RKO) (3,294: 
“Adventure in Baltimore” (RKO). 
Dim $9,000. Last week. ‘Knock On 
Door” (Col) (2d wk), solid $14,000. 

State (Loew's) 
“Connecticut Yankee” (Par). Brisk 
$21,000. Last week, “Portrait of 
Jennie” (SRO), oke $17,500. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (2.700; 55-70)— 
“Stratton Story” (M-G). (2d wk). 
Excellent $15,000 following record 
$22,000 opener. 


K.C. Oke; ‘Flamingo’ Hot 
$15,000, ‘Mother’ 146, 


55-70)— 





‘Undercover’ Fancy 126 


Kansas City, May 3. 

Product shapes moderately good 
in all spots, and grosses are hold- 
ing their own’ with 
weather. 
pheum is strong, and will 
|‘*Mother Is Freshman” at Tower- 
| Uptown-Fairway looks medium. 
'“Undercover Man” at Midland is 
| topping average take. 
| Estimates for This Week 

Kimo (Dickinson) (550; $1.20- 
| $2.40)—“‘Red Shoes” (EL) (2d wk). 
' Big $4,500. Last week, $5.000. 
' Midland (Loew’s) (3,500; 45-65) 
|—‘‘Undercover Man” (Col) and 
'“Make Believe Ballroom” (Col) 
Over average $12,000. Last week, 
“Little Women” (M-G) and “Crime 
Doctor’s Diary” (Col) (2d wk), $8,- 
500 in 5 days. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,900; 45-65)— 
“Flamingo Road” (WB) and “Sword 
| (Continued on page 16) 


Fine Weather Sloughs 
Omaha; ‘Boy’ Thin $9,000 


Omaha, May 3. 
If not a blizzard, a perfect day 
slashes biz in this town. With 
practically everybody outside and 
the parks and ball yards bulging, 
downtown boxoffice is taking a de- 
cided sag. “Bad Boy” at Orpheum 





and “‘Red Pony” at Paramount both | 


will do about the same, mild. 
Estimates for This Week 
Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 16- 
65'—‘‘Bad Boy” (Mono) and “Big 
Sombrero” (Col). Mild $9,000. 
Last week, “Henry Rainmaker” 
(Mono) with Contino-Heidt unit on 
stage, smash $25,500 at 80c. top. 
Paramount (Tristates) (2,800; 
16-65)—“‘Red Pony” (Rep). Just 
fair $9,000. Last week, ‘“Connecti- 
cut Yankee” (Par), fine $13,000. 
Brandeis (RKO) (1,500: 16-65)— 
“Dream Is Yours” (Col) and ‘“Flaxy 
Martin” (Col). Nice $8,500. Last 
week, “Knock On Door” (Col) and 
“Jungle Jim” (Col), snappy $8,500. 
State (Goldberg) (865; 16-65)— 
“Little Women” (3d wk) = and 
“Dudes Are Pretty” (Indie) (2d wk). 
Slow $3,500. Last week, okay 


' $4,600. 


$77,000 in Cleve. 


(3,900; 50-98)— 


(3.450; 55-70)— | 


favorable | 
“Flamingo Road” at Or- | 
hold. | 


N ew Pix Bolster Mont’l.; 
‘Blade’ Keen at $13,000 


Montreal, May 3. 
New pictures in most deluxers 
'this week should maintain steady 
| biz. “Gallant Blade” shapes as best 
| of newcomers. “Song of India” also 
is nice. . 
Estimates for This Week 


Loew’s (C. T.) (2,855; 40-65)— 
| “Words and Music” (M-G) (3d wk). 
| Off sharply to $12,000 after good 
| second at $19,500. 
| Capitel (C. T.) (2,412; 34-60)— 
| “Walk Crooked Mile” (Col) (2d 
| wk). Down to $11,500 after strong 
| $18,500 opener. 
Palace (C. T.) 
“John Loves Mary” 
$15,000. Last week, 
Heart” (RKO), $12,500. 
Princess (C. T.) (2,131; 34-60)— 
“Gallant Blade” (Col). Sharp $13,- 
000. Last week, ‘Whispering 
Smith” (Par) (2d wk), big $12,000. 
Imperial (C. T.) (1,839; 26-45)— 
“Unafraid” (UI) and “Tucson” 
| (20th). Sock $11,000. Last week, 
;’’Mexican Hayride” (U) and “Clay 
| Pigeon” (RKO), $9,000. 
| Orpheum (C. T.) (1,040; 34-60)— 
“Song of India’ (UA) and “Straw- 
berry Roan” (Col). Nice $8,000. 
Last week, “Outpost in Morocco” 
(UA) and “In Court” (UA) (2d wk), 
$7,000. 


Crawford Torrid — 


$18,000 in Balto 


Baltimore, May 3. 

Trade is back in the doldrums 
with the lone bright spot the Stan- 
ley where “Flamingo Road” is 
stretching for a big figure. ‘“Por- 
trait of Jennie” and “Tulsa” are 
not up to expectations. Rest of 
downtown list even milder. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew-UA) (3,000; 20- 
60)—"Portrait of Jennie’ (SRO). 
Not getting far at $12,000. Last 
week, “Little Women” (M-G) (2d 
wk), held well enough at $9,200. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240; 
20-70)—“‘Woman’s’ Sacret” (Col)! 
plus Art -Mooney orch onstage. | 
Fairish $15,000. Last week, ‘Knock 
On Door” (Col) and vaude headed 
by Billy Gilbert (2d wk), oke $12,- 
200. 
| Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,460; 20- 
60)—“‘Connecticut Yankee” (Par) 
(3d wk). Holding well at $10,000 
after steady second week at $13,- 
400. 

Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 20-65)— 
“Canadian Pacific’ (20th) (3d wk). 
| Sliding off to $4,000 after okay 
second round at $5,700. 
| New (Mechanic) (1,800; 20-60)— 
'“Mr. Belvedere Goes College” 
(20th) (2d run). Sudden switch to 
bring in for repeat after several | 
bright rounds earlier in month get- 
| ting nice $9,000 or near. Last week, 


(2,625; 34-60)— 
(WB). Good 
“Dear to 





“Mother Is Freshman” (20th) (2d 
wk), fairish $8,600. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280; 25-75)— 
“Flamingo Road” (WB). Biggest 


|thing in town with tall $18,000 
‘likely for Joan Crawford starrer. 
|Last week, “Dream Is Yours” 
| (WB) (2d wk), $10,200. 
| Town (Rappaport) (1,500; 35-65) 
'__“Tulsa” (EL). Given considerable 
| bally but not too exciting at $11,- 
, 000. Last week, “Adventure in Bal- 
| timore” (RKO) (2d wk), $7,300. 


Bing $18,000 Tops In 
Mpls.; ‘Ships’ Hefty At 
$12,000, ‘Game’ Big 66. 


Minneapolis, May 3. 
A powerful array of newcomers — 
in the bid for patronage has to con- 
‘tend with summery weather, “Ice 
| Follies.” baseball season's local 
inaugural and “Man and Super- 
'man.” However, “Connecticut 
| Yankee,” “Ball Game” and “To Sea | 
in Ships” in particular are making 
‘solid showings. “Enchantment,” 
_also new, looks fair. 


Estimates for This Week 





Century (Par) (1.600; 50-70)\— 
“Love of Mary” (U). Thin $3,500 
in 5 days. Last week, “Whiplash” 
(WB), $6,000. 


Radio City (Par) (4.000: 50-70)— 
“Connecticut Yankee” (Par). Solid 


$18,000. Last week, “Little 
, Women” (M-G) (2d wk), neat $12,- 
000 


RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2,800; 50- 
70\—"‘Enchantment” (RKO). Fair 
$10,000. Last week, “Dream Is 
Yours” (WB), good $13,000. 

State (Par) (2,300; 50-70'—‘“To 
Sea in Ships” (20th). Hefty $12,- 
000. Last week. “El Paso” (Par), 
moderate $10,000. 

World (Mann) 
“Ball Game” (M-G). Big $6,000. 
Last week. “Red Shoes” (EL) (9th 
wk). finished sensational run with 
, tip-top $4,000 at $2.40 top. 


(400: 50-70)— 


. frame. 


| with Duke Ellington orch, 


| fellers) 


| 


Warm Weather Hits B'way; ‘Strangers’ 


366, ‘Baltimore’-Madriguera Dim 356, 
‘Undercover -Ellington-Eckstine 82G, 2d 


Despite three new bills this 
stanza, Broadway firstrun business 
currently is off badly from recent 
weeks. Besides having to compete 
with warmer weather which took 
many regular patrons outdoors, 
N. Y. deluxers also are weighted 
with too many longruns and some 
comparatively weak product. Rain 
on Monday (2) hurt somewhat. 

Best newcomer is “We Were 
Strangers” at the Astor but it is 
not especially strong at $36,000 or 
under. 

“Adventure in Baltimore” with 
Enric Madriguera band topping 
stage bill is highly disappointing 
at $35,000 in the Capitol, weakest 
opener in some. time. “Red 
Canyon” wound up its first week 
with less than $15,000 at Criterion 
which is so thin it is being lifted 
for “Africa Screams” opening to- 
day. 

Second week of “Undercover 
Man” with Duke Ellington and 
Billy Eckstine topping stageshow 
at Paramount is holding nicely at 
$82.000, and goes a third. 

“Belvedere Goes to College” 
with Vivian Blaine and iceshow is 
doing well with $85,000 in third 
week at Roxy. Ffourth-stanza of 
“Connecticut Yankee” with Easter 
Pageant and_ stageshow is off 
sharply but still in chips with 
$125,000 at Music Hall. Stays a 
fifth frame. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 60-$1.50) 
—‘‘We Were Strangers” (Col) (2d 
wk). First week ended last night 
(Tues.) hit nice $36,000 or less. 
In ahead, “Knock on Door” (Col) 
(9th wk-8 days), mild $12,000. 

Bijou (City Inv.) (589; $1.20- 
$2.40\—‘‘Red Shoes” (EL) (28th 
wk). Down to $14,000 after $15,000 
in 27th round. Stays on indetf. 

Capitol (Loew’s) (4,820; 80-$1.50) 
—‘Adventure in Baltimore’ (RKO) 
with Enric Madriguera orch, Sibyl | 
Bowan heading stageshow. Looks | 
very thin $35,000, poorest here in 
a long time on first week. Holds. 
In ahead, “City Across River’ (U) 
with Art Mooney orch topping 
stage bill (3d wk), $47,000. 

Criterion (Loew's) (1,700; 
$1.75).— “Africa Screams” (UA). | 
Opens today (Wed.). Last week, 
“Red Canyon” (U), very mild $15,- | 
000 or under. In ahead, “Life of 
Riley” (U) (2d wk-4 days), slim $6,- 
500. 

Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 50-$1.20) 
—“Champion” (UA) (4th wk). Still | 
fine at $37,000 after rousing $40,- 
000 for third, Stays on. 

Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 50-) 
$1.20)\—“Wizard of Oz” (M-G) (re-! 
issue) (3d wk). Still nice profit at 
$26,000 after $31,000 for second. 
Stays. 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 55-95)—., 
Shuttered for facelifting prior to) 
opening vaudfilm policy about | 
May 19. Last week, “Pride of 
Yankees” (RKO) (reissue) (2d-wk- | 
5 days), good $11,000. “Canadian 
Pacific” (20th) set as film for 
launching of combo policy. | 

Paramount (Par) (3,664; 55- 
$1.50) — “Undercover Man” (Col) 
Billy 
Eckstine topping stageshow (3d- 
final wk). Initial holdover stanza 


50- | 


|'ended last night (Tues.) stayed up 


in solid style at $82,000 after great 


Park Avenue (U) (583: $1.20 
$2.40)—“‘Hamlet” (U) (32d wk). 
Thirty-first week back to standard 
gait here, sans extra matinees, at 
$15,500 after $16,500 in previous 
round. Continues. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rocke-| 
(5,945; 80-$2.40) — “Con- 
necticut Yankee” (Par) with Easter 
Pageant and stageshow (4th wk). 
Still big at $125,000 but way down 
from great $151,000 done in third 
session. Stays a fifth. “Stratton 
Story” (M-G),..in next, likely will 
open May 12. 

Rialto (Mage) (594; 44-98)\—‘'The 
Raven” (FC) and “Murders Rue 
Morgue” (FC) (reissues). Very big 
$12,000 looms, and holds. In ahead, 
“Bomba” (Mono) (2d wk), slipped 
to $8,500. 

Rivoli (UAT-Par) (2,092; 60- 
$1.25)—*Portrait of Jennie” (SRO) 
(6th wk). Fifth session ended last 
night ‘(Tues.) was off sharply to 
$17,000 or near after fancy $24,000 
for fourth. “One Woman’s Story” 
(U) is due in on May 17. 

Roxy (20th) (5,886: 80-$1.80) — 
“Belvedere to College” (20th) with 
Vivian Blaine and iceshow heading 
stage bill (3d wk). Dipping to 
$85,000 but still solid profit after 
big $110,000 for second albeit be- 
low expectancy. Likely will stay 
a fourth. 

State (Loew's) (3.450: 50-$1.50)— 
“Barkleys of Broadway” (M-G). 
s}Opens today (Wed.). Last week, 


| $97,000 opening week. 


, “Ball 


Game” (M-G) (8th wk), 
dipped to mild $12,000 after fancy 
$21,000 for seventh. 

Strand (WB) (2,756; 70-$1.50)— 
“Dream Is Yours” (WB) with 
Lionel Hampton orch_ topping 
stageshow (3d-final wk). Dragging 
along at $31,000 or less in final 
stanza after very mild $35,000 
second. “Flamingo Road” (WB) 
with Ted Lewis orch and stage 
unit opens Friday (6) 

Sutton (Rugoff & Becker) (561; 
70-$1.20)—"‘Quartet” (EL) (6th wk). 
Fifth stanza ended Monday (2) still 


was big at $13,80u after $15,400 
for fourth. 
Victoria (City Inv.) (1,060; 95- 


$1.80)\—“‘Joan of Arc’ (RKO) (25th 
wk). Off to $10,000 after very good 
$14.000 for 24th frame. Goes 26th 
week with “Home of Brave” (UA) 
coming in May 12. 


Racing Hits L’ville Biz 
But ‘Riley’ Modest 116; 
‘Undercover’ Oke $13,000 


Louisville, May 3. 
is on tap at most 





New product 


downtown houses this week, but 
wickets are not responding too 
briskly. Gee-gees started running 


at Churchill Downs Saturday (30), 
and will be getting a week’s start 
leading up to Derby Day. Influx 
of race fans usually has small ef- 
fect on local b.o.’s, but a slight up- 
turn is noted at night. “Life of 
Riley” and “Act of Murder” at the 
Rialto. and “Undercover Man” at 
the State, indicate they will top 
town. » 
Estimates for This Week 


Mary Anderson (Peopie’s) (1, 


| 200: 45-65)—“‘Kiss in Dark’ (WB). 


Modest $7,000. Last week, “South 
St. Louis” (WB) (2d wk), solid $8,- 
500. 


National (Standard) (2.400; 45- 
65)—‘‘Sea Spoilers’ (Indie) and 
“Ex Champ” (Indie) (reissues). 


Medium $5.000. Last week. “Since 
You Went Away” (UA), $4,500. 
Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,000: 
45-65'\—"‘Life of Riley’ (U) and 
“Act of Murder” (U). Didn’t come 
off so well with critics. fair $11,- 
000. Last week, “Connecticut 
Yankee” (Par), sock $17,000, and 


m.0. 
(3,000: 45-65)— 


State (Loew’s) 
“Undercover Man” (Col) and 


“Make Believe Ballroom” (Col). 
So-so $13,000. Last week, “Little 
Women” (M-G) and ‘Michael 


O'Halloran” (Mono) (2d wk), excel- 


lent $14,000. 

Strand (FA) (1,000: 45-65)— 
“Woman's Secret’ (RKO) and 
“Million Dollar Weekend” (EL). 
Okay $5,500. Last week, “Jungle 
Jim” (Col) and “Strawberry Roan” 
(Col), $6,000. 


‘Ships’ Sails Smoothly 
In Denver With $16,000 


Denver, May 3. 

Weather is taking folks outdoors, 
with many firstruns suffering this 
week. “To Sea in Ships” looks best 
newcomer, passably good. “Con- 
necticut Yankee” is strong enough 
in second week to stay a third at 
Denham. 

Estimates for This Week 

Denham (Cockrill) (1.750; 35-74) 
—‘‘Connecticut Yankee” (Par) (2d 
wk). Fine $13,000. Holds again. 
Last week, big $18,000. 

Denver (Fox) (2.525; 35-74)—“To 
Sea in Ships” (20th) and “Tucson” 
(20th), day-date with Webber. 
Good $14,000. Last week, “Mother 
Is Freshman” (20th) and ‘“Moon- 
rise” (Rep), $15,500. 

Esquire (Fox) (742; 35-74)—“Life 
of Riley” (U) and “Judge” (FC), 
day-date with Paramount. Fine $2,- 
500. Last week, “Mother Is Fresh- 
man” (20th) and “Moonrise” (Rep), 
$3,700. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 35-74)— 
“Bribe” (M-G) and “Capt. Boycott” 
(U). Fair $13,000. Last week, ““Com- 
mand Decision” (M-G) and “Best 
Man Wins” (Col), $14,500. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 35-74)— 
“Life of Riley’ (U) and “Judge” 
(FC), also Esquire. Good $10,000. 
Last week, “Shot Jesse James” 
(SG) and “Return of Wildfire” (SG), 
$8,000. 

Vogue (Art Cinema) (600; 60-90) 
—‘Mons. Vincent” (Indie) (2d wk). 
Still good at $2,500. Last week, 
$3,000. 

Webber (Fox) (750; 35-74)—‘To 
Sea in Ships” (20th) and “Tucson” 
(20th), also Denver. Fair $2,000. 
Last week, ‘Mother Is Freshman” 
(20th) and “Moonrise” (20th), $2,- 
100. 












































A nationwide survey was 
conducted by Motion 
Picture Research Bureau. 
1000 fans were inter- 
viewed in 18 cities from 
Coast to Coast as to which 
company consistently 
turned out the best pic- 
tures within the last few 
years. M-G-M was voted 
tops by the public in each 
of the 18 cities and the 
overall result was M-G-M 
42%, next Company 15%, 
etc. 1000 exhibitors were 
circularized as to the 
movie Trade-Mark most 
popular with their pa- 
trons. The M-G-M Trade- 
Mark was voted tops 
with 71%, next Company 
27%, etc. 


VOTED TOP MOVIE 
TRADE-MARK! 





The Roaring Lion, voted the top movie trade-mark, fulfills its obligation of leader-' 
ship with the greatest production activity in our history. And we back our product 
with more advertising in newspapers, magazines and radio than any other company. 
You'll be happy to. show the Friendly trade-mark on your screen all through 
M-G-M’s Anniversary Year. Here are pictures to be proud about: 


“LITTLE WOMEN” 
(Technicolor) 


June Allyson - Peter Lawford 
Margaret O’Brien - Elizabeth Taylor 
Janet Leigh 


“TAKE ME OUT TO THE BALL GAME” 
(Technicolor) 


Frank Sinatra « Esther Williams « Gene Kelly 
Betty Garrett 


“THE BARKLEYS OF BROADWAY” 
(Technicolor) - 
Fred Astaire - Ginger Rogers -« Oscar Levant 


“THE GREAT SINNER” 


Gregory Peck - Ava Gardner - Melvyn Douglas 
~ Walter Huston + Ethel Barrymore 
Frank Morgan 


“THE STRATTON STORY” 


James Stewart - June Allyson - Frank Morgan 
Agnes Moorehead * Bill Williams 


“THE SECRET GARDEN” 
Margaret O’Brien *« Herbert Marshall 
Dean Stockwell 


“EDWARD, MY SON” 
Spencer Tracy « Deborah Kerr 


“BORDER INCIDENT” 
‘Ricardo Montalban - George Murphy 


“\NEPTUNE’S DAUGHTER” 
(Technicolor) 


Esther Williams + Red Skelton, 
Ricardo Montalban - Betty Garrett 
Keenan Wynn « Xavier Cugat 


“IN THE GOOD OLD SUMMER ‘<I ME” 
(Technicolor) 
Judy Garland « Van Johnson 


“THAT MIDNIGHT KISS” 
(Technicolor) 


Kathryn Grayson «+ Jose Iturbi 
Ethel Barrymore « Mario Lanza 


“ANY NUMBER CAN PLAY” 
Clark Gable « Alexis Smith 


“MADAME BOVARY” 


Jennifer Jones - James Mason - Van Heflin 
Louis Jourdan 


““THE FORSYTE SAGA” 
(Technicolor) 
Errol Flynn - Greer Garson - Walter Pidgeon 
Robert Young « Janet Leigh 


“CONSPIRATOR” 
Robert Taylor + Elizabeth Taylor 


“SCENE OF THE CRIME” 


‘Van Johnson- Arlene Dahl-Gloria DeHaven 


Tom Drake 


“BATTLEGROUND” 


Van Johnson + John Hodiak' | 
Ricardo Montalban + George Murphy 
Marshall Thompson 


“THE RED DANUBE” 
Walter Pidgeon - Peter Lawford 
Angela Lansbury + Janet Leigh 


“ANNIE GET YOUR GUN” 
(Technicolor) 


Judy Garland. Howard Keel-Frank Morgan 
Keenan Wynn + Edward Arnold 


“MALAYA” 

Spencer Tracy + James Stewart 
‘Yalentina Cortesa « Sydney Greenstreet 
John Hodiak - Lionel Barrymore 
*BODIES AND SOULS” 

Glenn Ford + Janet Leigh « Charles Cobura 
Gloria DeHaven 
“KEY TO THE CITY” 

Clark Gable « Loretta Young 

&- “SIDE STREET” 


Farley Granger + James Craig 
Cathy O’Donnell « Paul Kelly 


“ON THE TOWN” 
(Technicolor) 


Frank Sinatra « Gene Kelly « Betty Garrett 
Vera-Ellen « Jules Munshin « Ann Miller 


The Biggest Picture of All Time Is In Production: “QUO VADIS” 


Wednesday, May 4, 1949 
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Home of the Brave 


inited Artists release of Screen Plays 
oul Kramer) production; Robert Still- 
man, associate producer. Directed by 
Mark Robson. Screenplay, Carl Foreman, 
based on play by Arthur Lavrents; music 
composed and directed by Dimitri Tiom- 
kin; caméfra, Robert De Gixsse; editor. 
Harry Gerstad; asst. director, Ivan Volk- 
dialog director, Don Weis; special 
Rabin; poem, Eve ao 
un- 


man: 

‘ts, J. R. 
Seviewed in projection room, N. Y 
ning time, 88 MINS. 


Major RObDINSON...++eeese+- 
T. J ..ececrecee eerceeeres 


Doctor . Jeff Corey 





Finch.... a sos 00 eae Lloyd Bridges 
Mingo....-eeeecees seeeees- Frank Lovejoy 
Moss +d ans » 0.00 aien eee Edwards 
Colonel... ..seeee5 cscbeesyecot Clift Clark 





“Home of the Brave,’ Arthur 
Laurents’ Broadway play, originally 
had an anti-Semitism theme. but 
the film version, with the thought 
that this phase might already be 
overplayed, was switched ts point 
up discrimination againsi the Ne- 
gro. The results should pay off at 
the boxoffice with vitally necessary 
exploitation and word-of-mouth. 
The comparatively inexpensive pi¢- 
ture hits hard and with utter cred- 
jpility. It hasn’t a name that will 
draw at the b.o.—but when once 
the customers are inside the the- 
atre. “Home” will have started a 
progression of comment _ that 
should win an accolade for the pro- 
ducer for having the courage to 
produce such a pic. And for having 
done it so well. 

The original play achieved only 
a modicum of success several years | 
ago on Broadway. As a pic it is 
the story of a Negro soldier who, 
because of the shock of his experi- 
ence on a reconnaissance mission, 
coupled with lifetime persecution 
because of his color, becomes para- 
Ivzed from the hips down. The 
story is of the application of narco- 
svnthesis to restore the soldier to 
health and to remove the symbol of 
hate and prejudice that had clouded 
his mind. 

Thus does this also become the 
story of four others on the recon- 
naissance mission to a Jap-held 
South Pacific island. There are the 
26-year-old major in charge of the 
mission, with his feeling of deep 
responsibility; a sergeant who has 
learned that his wife, in her lone- 
liness, has fallen in love with an- 
other man back home; the close 
friend of the colored boy, who had 
been his highschool comrade; the 
bigoted corporal who takes delight 
in baiting the Negro because of his 


color. It is the story of all of these, | 
plus their experiences on the is- | 


land, that has created the back- 
ground for the psychiatrists in 
their attempt to help the young 
Negro. As Stanley Kramer has pro- 
duced it—with assists by Carl Fore- 


man’s adaptation and Mark Rob- | 


son's direction—it could have been 
the story of any victim of bigotry 


in the fight against the man-made | 


hates. 


James Edwards plays the Negro; 


he gives an «uiways believable per- | 


formance. Steve Brodie is the big- 
oted corporal, and his, too, is i ca- 


pable characterization. Ditto Lloyd | 
boy’s | 


Bridges, as the colored 
schooldays chum; Frank Lovejoy, 
as the GI who loses his wife while 
fighting in the jungle, and Douglas 
Dick, the young major. 

“Home” was obviously made on 
an inexpensive budget; it is prac- 


tically an all-outdoor location pic. | 


The score by Dimitri Tiomkin helps 
create and maintain the yarn’s 
State of excitement, and Robson’s 
direction has done considerably to 
maintain pace and the feeling of 
action where frequently none 
existed. Kahn. 





Afriea Sereams 
United 
Hartford (Nassour) production. Stars Bud 
Abbott, Lou Costello; features Clyde 
Beatty, Frank Buck, Max Baer, Buddy. 
Baer, Hillary Brooke, Joe Besser, Shemp 
Howard. Directed by Charles Barton. 
Screenplay, Earl Baldwin; camera, Charles 
Van Enger; editor, Frank Gross. Trade- 
shown N. Y., April 27, 49. Running time, 


Douglas Dick 
. Steve Brodie 


Artists release of © Huntington | 


| Miniature Reviews 


“Home of the Brave” (UA). 
Stanley Kramer-produced, no- 
name sock on Negro discrim- 
ination. 

“Africa Screams” (UA). Ab- 
bott & Costello work Africa 
for solid laughs and proniis- 
ing b.o. 

“Sand” (Color) (20th). Horse 
story by Willi James. Solid 
family show with favorable 
b.o. prospects. 

“The Younger’ Brothers” 
(Color) (WB). Glorification of 
an early-day outlaw family. 

“Tueson” (Songs (20th). Dull 
programmer for fill-in book- 
ings. 

“The Mutineers” (Col). Slow- 
moving programmer. 

“Sky Dragon” (Mono). Char- 
lie Chan series gets new lease 
on life with fair story; better 
than recent Chan pix. 

“Susanna Pass” (Songs — 
Color). (Rep). Roy Rogers 
oatuner not up to usual stand- 
ard but okay kiddie fodder. 

“Courtin’ Trouble” (Mono). 
Average Jimmy Wakely 
oatuner. 

“Arson, Inc.” (SG). Good 
program actioner about fire- 


bugs and arson prevention 
work. 

“El Dorado Pass” (Col). 
Routine Charles Starrett west- 
ern. 

ieee on 








to overwork the double-take. That’s 
a stock standby for the two comics 
which could use generous prun- 
ing in their latest offering. There 
are enough other saleable quips to 
leave it lay once in a while. 

Story is not intended to make 
much sense except to plunge the 
pair into the lion’s den. Costello 
is an explorer book salesman psy- 


‘ chiatrically allergic to animals; Ab- 


bott, his boss. Because of Cos- 
tello’s supposed recollection of a 
map in an out-of-print book, pair 
are dragged along into Africa's 
heartland by a band of adventur- 
ers in search of a fabulous dia- 
mond mine. It all comes out al- 
right in the end after Costello 
tangles with a lion and ape and the 
two barely escape being dished up 
|as hors-d’ouvres at a cannabal ban- 
quet. 

Lion-tamer Clyde Beatty is 
woodenly impersonal as one of the 
dramatis personae but effective 
enough when he demonstrates his 
craft. Frank Buck plays Buck and 
very little else. Joe Besser and 
|Shemp Howard add nicely to the 
rib-tickling. Others serve well 
enough as straightface foils to the 
“A & C didoes. 

Production settings’ look hoover- 
ized but no hurt to the film’s en- 
'tertainment values is apparent. Ed- 
iting could have been tighter in 
one overlong chase sequence near 
the pic’s windup. 


Wit. 
Sand 
(COLOR) 
Hollywood, April 26. 





duction. Stars Mark Stevens, Coleen 
Gray; features Rory Calhoun, Charley 
Grapewin, Bob Patten. Directed by Louis 
King. Screenplay. Martin’ Berkeley. 
Jerome Cady, from novel by Will James: 
camera (Technicolor), Charles G. Clarke; 
music. Daniele Amfitheatrof; editor, Nick 


De Maggio. Tradeshown April 22. °49. 
, Running time, 77 MINS. 

gf WARP reese Mark Stevens 
' Joan Hartley..... narnia wee Coleen Gray 
Chick Palmer...... PROS: Rory Calhoun 
MES b.2.0'o 6 4.6 00 08 se wea Charley Grapewin 
o . ae jreseeeessseon Bob Patten 
| See pieces wore Mirel Conrad 
Are jeeaewtan Tom London 
RE 6.6.6.0 0466,60 40088600 beneees Paul Hogan 
RR Mrs art TP Jack Gallagher 
Sam ee eeeeeee. William (Bill) Walker 
Fee GOMOOE so c06:0065:5000000 Davison Clark 
| DS... DOMED .. cccccccssoces Ben Erway 
EG yon Gains aa we aie Harry Cheshire 


| Jndians: lron Eves Cody, Joseph Cody, 
| Jay Silverheels 


| 


| Will James’ story of a show stal- 


quence of physical danger as 
Stevens attempts to talk the steed, 
now practically a man-killer, into 
friendship again. Scene is ably 
staged to wring it of excitement 
and give the picture a very satis- 
factory conclusion. 

Stevens fits easily into his as- 
signment of society horse breeder 
and Coleen Gray charms as the 


‘ranch girl who aids his pursuit of 


_the stallion. Rory Calhoun capably | 
| portrays the ranch foreman who. 


} 


‘ 
| 


almost becomes the heavy in the 
horse hunt. Charley Grapewin 
clicks solidly as the rancher and 


others in the cast deliver com- | 


petently. 

Robert Bassler’s production guid- 
ance gets everything possible out 
of the picture. The camera work 
by Charles G. Clarke, the good 
score by Daniele Amfitheatrof, 
crisp editing by Nick De Maggio | 
are among the well-earned credits | 
supporting the Bassler production. 

Brog. 


The Younger Brothers 


(COLOR) 

Hollywood, May 3. 
Warner Bros. release of Saul Elkins 
production. Stars Wayne Morris, Janis 
Paige. Bruce Bennett. Geraldine Brooks, | 
Robert Hutton: features Alan Hale, Fred 


Clark, James Brown, Monte Blue, Tom | 
Tyler. Directed by Edwin L. Marin. | 
Screenplay, Edna Anhalt; from story by | 


|; Morten Grant; camera (Vechnicolor), Wil- 


liam Snyder; editor, Frederick Richards. 
Tradeshown May 2, ’49. Running time, 
76 MINS, 
Cole a eee ee Wayne Morris 
Kate rt Tek ee Janis Paige 
AS : ey Bruce Bennett 
SS 2 Re Geraldine Brooks 
OT a Se . Robert Hutton 
Sheriff Knudson ....... Alan Hale 
errr re Fred Clark 
ee ee er ee James Brown 
Joe (4044460040084 Monte Blue 
| BE See ee ; Tom Tylei 
Hendricks ..William Forrest 
I ob 6s us os babes eae od lan Wolfe 
“The Younger Brothers” get a 


romantic going-over in this highly 
fictionized account of a two-week 
period in the lives of the outlaw 
family. Although filmed in Techni- 
color and with a large cast of fa- 


miliar names, it’s not de luxe west- 
ern film fare. Spotty business can 
be expected in the top situations 
but the boxoifie going will be bet- 
ter in the more general runs. 
Picture winds such a devious way 
among its many central characters | 
that none become well-rounded in- | 
dividuals. This division of interest | 
causes the attention to wander so 
that several moments of good, tight 
action come almost as surprises. 
The Younger Bros. with whom the 
script deals were contemporaries 
of Jesse James but become virtu- 
ally heroes in this account, They 


| are waiting out the final davs of a 


parole period so they can obtain 
pardons for their crimes from Min- 


|!nesota and return to farming in 


Missouri. ‘ 

The brothers are Wayne Morris, 
James Brown, Bruce Bennett and 
Robert Hutton, all determined to 
stay out of trouble during the final 
two weeks of the parole period. 


20th-Fox release of Robert Bassler pro- Plotting against them and the real 


heavy of the piece is Fred Clark, 
ex-Pinkerton agent who has lost 
his job for failing to bring the 
brothers in. He connives all sorts 
of skullduggery to keep them from 
their pardons, even egging on 


‘femme outlaw Janis Paige to trick | 


them into a bank robbery. The re- 
formed outlaw quartet foil the rob- | 
bery, win pardons, give Clark his 
comeuppance and return to the soil , 
of Missouri. 

The foursome rates about equal 
honors in the thesping and each is 
likeable. Clark goes about his vil- 
lainry in such a_ten-twent-thirt 
manner that audiences will enjoy 
hissing him. Miss Paige is tricked 
out in enough decollete costuming 
to complement natural charms and 


| terest for ticket buyers. 


| 
Seal Island 

Running 27 minutes, this is 
the initialer in a “Real Life 
Adventure” Technicolor series 
being produced by Walt Dis- 
ney. Pix are not in animation, 
but are live-action footage, 
which Disney has acquired in 
various ways, of nature sub- 
jects. 

Present one, pictures the re- 
markable habit of seals to re- 
turn to the place of their own 
birth to breed. Camera crew 
spent a whole season on one 
of the bleak Pribilof Islands 


in the Bering Sea, north of the « 


Aleutians. 
characteristic 


Unfortunately a 

of the area is 
perpetual fog, which is not 
conducive to color photog- 
raphy and much of the film is 


hazy. There are some unusual 
shots, however. of the bull 
seals battling the cubs and 


the thousands of animals lin- 
ing the barren beach. 
Although Academy mem- 
bers handed “Seal Island” an 
Oscar as 1948’s best docu- 
mentary, exhib reaction may 
be counted as doubtful. The 
two-and-one-half reel length 
creates a booking problem 
which the pic itself might not 
make it seem worthwhile at- 
tempting to solve. Herb. 











Trneson 
(SONGS) 
Hollywood, April 28. 
20th-Fox release of Sol M. Wurtzel pro- 
duction. Features Jimmy Lydon, Penny 
Edwards, Deanna Wayne, Charles Russell, 
Joe Sawyer. Directed by William Claxton. 
Written by Arnold Belgard> camera, Ben- 
jamin Kline; editor, Frank A. Baldridge: 
songs. |. B. Kornblum, L. Wolfe Gilbert. 


At Grauman’s Chinese. April 27, ’49. Run- 
ning time, 64 MINS, 

Andy Bryant j Jimmy Lydon 
Laurie Sherman ...Penny Kdwards 
Jennifer Johnson... Deanna Wayne 


Greeg Johnson 
Tod Bryant 


Charles Russell 
Joe Sawyer 


George Reeves........ ..Watter Sande 
Gertie Peck ee Lyn Wilde 
Polly Johnson .. Marcela Mae Jones 
. are ae. Fee John Ridgely 
Dean Sherman........ . Grandon Rhodes 
Jerry Twill vita Gil Stratton 
George Reeves. Jr Harry Lauter 
Cass County Trio | 

“Tucson” is strictly for fill-in 
dates. The moderately budgeted | 


| programmer moves at a pedestrian | 


pace and offers a minimum of in- | 


The soporific script locales its | 
mild story on the University of | 
Arizona campus at Tucson, strains 
hard with stock situations and un- | 
inspired dialog for a few laughs. 
Plot presents a student who is 
more interested in training his} 
horse for the annual intercollegiate 
rodeo than trying to earn a degree. 
However, his inattentiveness nearly | 
blinds a fellow-student in chem-| 


istry class so he gives up the rodeo | 


and buckles down to his books. The | 
rodeo is still run off and he wins, | 
savin’ his father’s face in a fam-, 
ily feua with another student. | 

Cast gives a routine delivery to) 
the story material with an apparent 
lack of enthusiasm. Jimmy Lydon 
heads up the cast as the rodeo- | 
minded student. Penny Edwards 
walks through as Lydon’s girl | 
friend. Charles Russell, a GI stu-| 
dent; Marcia Mae Jones, his wife; 
Deanna Wayne, their 
offspring; Gil Stratton, Lynn Wilde 
and Harry Lauter make up the 
younger clements in the cast. Joe) 
Sawyer and Walter Sande are the | 
feuding fathers. 2 

William Claxton’s direction of 
the Sol M. Wurtzel production , 
paces it so slowly that it never be- 
comes a moving motion picture. | 
Two cornfed ditties, ““Nobody’s Lost | 
on the Lonesome Trail” and “Ring- | 
in’ the New Year In,” by I. B. Korn- 
blum and L. Wolfe Gilbert mean | 
little to the entertainment as sung 
by the Cass County Trio. Tech-. 
nical credits such as lensing and} 
editing are all standard. Brog. 


precocious | 


| 








| Ryan, tris Adrian, 


| editor, Roy Livingston. 


| Don Blake 


| character. 


the groove. 


| Another skipper takes out the 
| ship, which carries a dozen or so 
| passengers. 
_terfeiter and gun-runner, is aboard 


George Reeves, coun- 


with his moll, Adele Jergens. 


| Other passengers are all members 
, of his 
_takes over the ship, imprisoning 


mob. Outside Lisbon he 
the real sailors below. Hall pre- 
tends to go along with him in a 
plan to land at Marseilles where 
the counterfeit money and guns 
can be sold. Laier, however, Hall 
turns loose the crew and they re- 
take the vessel. At. the curtain, 
Reeves, Miss Jergegs and the gang 
are arrested by Portuguese police. 

Story moves at a slow pace and 


| the actors perform with a singular 


lack of enthusiasm. All, that is, 


|save Miss Jergens, who comes out 


quite well a a loose wench who 
frankly likes men. Direction is of 
low quality and the production 
work is not one of Sam Katzman’s 
better efforts. Dag. 


Hollywood, April 29. 

Monogram release of James S. Burkett 
production Stars Koland Winters; fea- 
tures Keve Luke. Mantan Moreland, Tim 
Lyle Talbot. Directed 
by Lesley Selande: Screenplay, Oliver 
Drake and Clint Joinnston from original 
by Johnston; camera, William Sickner; 
At Iris, April 27, 
"49. Running time. 64 MINS. 
Charlie Chan .... Roland Winters 
Lee Chan Keve Luke 
Birmingham Moreland 
Lt. Ruark Tim Ryan 
Tim Norton Milburn Stone 
. Joel Marston 


Mantan 


|} Jane Marshall......... Noel Neill 
Marie Burke Elena Verdugo 
Wanda LaFera wes Iris Adrian 


Lyle Talbot 

én Paul Maxey 

. John Fldredee 
Eddie Parks 

Lyle Latell 
Gaylord Pendleton 


Andy Barrett 
John Anderson 
William French 
Mr. Tibbetts 
Ed Davidson 
Ben Edwards 


Doctor Emmett Vogan 
Old Maid . ... Edna Holland 
(Saar ee .. Joe Whitehead 
Plainclothesman .......... Lee Phelps 
Clerk ee Frank Cady 
Asst. Stage Manager .... Charlie Jordan 
Lena .... Louise Franklin 
Strange Dark Girl Suzette Harbin 
Stacy eee .. George Eldredge 
Watkins . pate Bob Curtis 

Roland Winters, as Charlie 


Chan, takes a powertul long time 
to solve a string of mystery kill- 
ings while the murders keep hap- 
pening, but he finally brings the 
killer to heel in a film that is far 
above the last half dozen in the 
series based on Earl Derr Biggers’ 
“Sky Dragon” should 
give the series something of a lift 
with exhibs. At least its adequate 
program fare. 

First murder takes place on a 
skyliner coming into San Francisco 
while all the passengers and the 
pilot are unconscious from 
drugged coffee. Winters and his 
son, Keye Luke, are aboard and 
launch inquiry into the death of a 
guard who has been watching over 
shipment of $250,000 in cash. They 
are aided by Paul Maxey, insur- 
ance company dick, for whom the 
murcered gz:ard was working, Win- 
ters, by process of deduction, 
solves the mystery of the missing 
cash and the murder only after 
Elena Verdugo, piane hostess, and 
Llye Talbot, an ex-con, also have 
been slain. Maxey turns out to be 
the killer and is fingered by 
Winters during a reenactment of 
the crime aboard the plane. 

Screenplay by Oliver Drake and 
Clint Johnston moves along and 
gives Winters an opportunity to 
please the audi-*nce with his 
amused Oriental "*:naness. Luke 
and Mantan Moreland deliver on 
the comedy. Winters has most of 
the footage, but he gets good sup- 
port from Tim Ryan, Milburn 
Stone, Joel Marston, Noel Neill, 
Miss Verdugo, Iris Adrian, Talbot, 
Maxey and Louise franklin. Direc- 
tor Lesley Selander and producer 
James S. Burkett, with this one, 
are at least heading back towards 
Dag. 
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39 MENA, lion who reverts to nature has been jake her appearance as a lady ban- (COLOR—SONGS) 

Stevie ohnson . -..-..++++--. Bud Abbott | fashioned into a very effective mo | git enjoyable. Geraldine Brooks as, The Mutineers Hollywood, April 30. 
Diana Emerson Hilkty Brooke | “On picture. Release of “Sand” |. Veet heroine, beloved of Bruce Republic release of Edward J. White 
ae erson...........-Hillary Brooke | ob jij duplicate the success 20th- | ’ Hollywood, April 29. production. Stars Roy Rogers, Dale 
} men Pe eret inenneeeeesesek ne _— Fox has had with ie ether meters | — ae  y — + ” Columbia release of _ Ktunan pre. Evans; features Estelita Rodriguez, Foy 
srappler....... sreccesees.-- Buddy Baer | x Nas | sheriff, and oO rs fa g duction. rs Jon Hall; features ele & Riders of Pu Sage. Direct- 
Clvde Beatty................Clyde Beatty stories. [a ae 8 Jergens, George Reeves, Noel Cravat. Don ! by William. Witney. reenplay, Sloan 


Frank Buck... Frank Buck it is a cinch for the smal- tention are Tom Tyler and Monte 





Mischa Bakaleinikoff. At Pantages, April 


| 
G . aneee tes vara ler cities and family audiences and C. Harvey, Matt Willis, Tom Kennedy, Pat Nibley, John K. Butler; camera (Trucolor), 
re ig aly eetiett tne Iso has ‘outestolainaan values to | Blue. Gleason. Frank Jaquet, Lyle Talbot. Di- | Reggie Lanning: editor, Tony Martinelli; 
” idan ie aise. . ¢ . ' Edwin L. Marin’s direction of the rected by Jean Yarbrough. Screenplay, | songs, Jack Elliott, Sid Robin and Foy 
get it by in some of the more de. . - ~ q Ben Bengal. Joseph Carole; camera, Ira | Willing, Oakley Haldeman. Clem White 
Abbott & © Costello have set luxe bookings. | Edna Anhalt script gives standard 4. Morgan: editor, James Sweeney; music, | and Jimmy Lee. Previewed April 29, °49. 

















Africa. back 100 years while Framing James’ good story are treatment to standard outdoor ma- Mischa Running time, 60 MINS hep abers 2. ue Roy Rogers 
wrenching from the Dark Contin- the beauties of Colorado, lensed in terial. Saul Elkins’ production wt > eeteret "Sem tan | Key Gee) Parker... ~~" ~~ 
ent a hatful of gags, some old but Technicolor to brighten the natu- sured good technical work and Norma Harrison. ..... : a oe | aes ot Ss 
plenty new and fresh. The pace! ral elements and heighten the ac- Nifty exteriors, but his weight isn’t a one ee pre coos eee Reet eat ae 
is spotty but there is enough real-|tion. It is rapidly played under felt story-wise. Color lensing by | joe Mites °)/2/.......... Don C. Harvey Russell Masters... Lucien Littlefield 
ly funny stuff worked into “Africa | Louis King’s’ excellent direction William Snyder is excellent. | Toby Jarmin ............ .._ Matt Willis Del Roberts ............ Douglas Fowley 
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Captain Duncan.......... Lyle Talbot PO RAISIN 


1s highly exploitable merchandise | 
for some fast wicket twirling. 

In line with the A & C celluloid 
tradition, virtually the whole show 
is Lou Costello’s. He gets in some 
solid whacks at the old stand. In 
his horrendous rages, unbelievably 
Mountainous fears and overwhelm- 
Ing bravado, Costello is the life of 
the pie. Moreover, the Africa lo- 
cale. overrun with lions, apes and 
famished cannibals, keeps the Cos- 
i ® pot of extravagant emotions 
ubbling consistently for the 
laughs, ‘ 
_ Some pointed gag writing went 
into this film. Against this. the 
A & C combo show a tendency 


tale. 

An expert scriptin 
tin Berkeley and Jerome Cady 
teHs the story of a pampered show 
horse who escapes into the wilds of 
Colorado after a train accident. He 
is the subject of an intense hunt 
by his master, Mark Stevens, who 
hopes to recapture him before he 
becomes a real creature of the 
wilds. Suspense, excitement and a 
lot of fast action pace the story’s 
development as the wily stallion 
eludes his pursuers and the dan- 
gers from other wild life in the 
mountains. 

Climax brings master and stal- 
lion together in a gripping se- 


job by Mar-_ 


The Guinea Pig | 
“The Guinea Pig,”’ British- 
made about the schooling of a 
rural boy in an_e exclusive 
school, opened at the Little 
Carnegie, N. Y., Saturday (30). 
Kilm was reviewed in VARIETY 
from London, Nov. 10, 1948 
by Myro, who thought that 
the British flavor and “the 
very nature of its insular 
theme is likely to restrict its 
success in the American mar- 
ket.” Acting for the most part 
was considered effective. 


“dered. 


Sa ere ee . Smith Ballew | 
eee errr ere Ted Adams 
EE . <63-6.0 Vad we eee Allen Mathews 
ES wick wit bates ko Rusty Wescoatt 
Kennedy....... James Somers 
Andrews ....... Lee Roberts 





“The Mutineers” hasn’t much to 
recommend it except the sexy pres- 
ence of Adele Jergens in a few 
scenes. Film is fabricated of such 
stereotyped situations that every 
new development is telegraphed 
minutes ahead of time. Today's 


| movpets will find it pretty old hat. 


Jon Hall, mate ‘on a freighter, 
finds his enntoin. Lyle Talbot. mur- 
Talbot's pockets are 


stuffed with counterfeit money. 


“Susanna Pass” lets the Roy Rog- 
ers adult fans down with a heavy 
thud_ but is still passable for the 
kiddie ticket buyer. Juvenile treat- 


/ment in script, direction and play- 


ing holds the oatuner down to the 
level of the ordinary Saturday mat- 
inee western. Without the Rogers 
name, that's the type of booking it 
would rate. 

Film reunites Dale Evans (Mrs. 
Rogers) with the singing cowpoke 
after several seasons apart. That 
factor alone gives it more booking 
importance than it gives up to, but 
fans wi'l be inclined to excuse this 

(Continued on page 18) 
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Minors; Drinking 


Washington, May 3. 

Many U. S. cowboy pix and cliff- 
hangers—standard bait for small 
fry in the U. S—are being classi- 
fied as “not suitable for minors in 
Venezuela. Only adults are per- 
mitted to watch the thriller stuff. 
This is disclosed by the U. S. Dept. 
of Commerce in the current report 
of its motion picture-photographic 
branch. Other nations reported 


n: - 
7 India: Nearly all deletions on 


Hollywood films involve drinking 
scenes. Of three features com- 
pletely banned by the censors, 
these were the reasons given—one 
was predominantly loaded with sex 
appeal, crime and violence; one 
was classified as appealing to the 
lower passions and presenting im- 


moral relationships in an attrac- | 


tive manner; and the third was de- 
scribed as having a theme of mur- 
der and immorality without any 
real entertainment value. 

Poland: The cine-technical fac- 
tory at Lodz has begun work on 
500 projectors to handle narrow 
gauge film as well as a quantity 
of projectors for standard theatri- 
cal film. Poles claim their new 
projectors are an improvement 
over the foreign product in both 
simplicity of construction and 
sound. 


Films Council Meeting 
In London to Mull Policy 
On 40% Quota Operation 


London, May 3. 

Although two of. its leading 
members will be absent, the Films 
Council is meeting in London to- 
day (3) to consider questions of 
policy arising from the operation 
of the 40% quota which com- 
mences in October. Absentees are 
J. Arthur Rank and Sir Alexander 
Korda who are on their way home 
from the Washington talks. 

Spokesman at the Board of 
Trade told Variety that if the 
Council should feel that the pro- 
ducer point of view was not ade- 
quately represented at the meeting 
a further session would be con- 
vened to consider major issues. 

It’s understood that at this meet- 
ing reports made by the British 
Film Producers Assn. in regard to 
the first year of the new quota act 
will be considered, in conjunction 
with the arrangements ¢o be 
adopted for deciding questions ap- 
pertaining to quota relief and the 
procedure to be followed by the 
Council in future. Other items on 
the agenda include the appoint- 
ment of a defaults committee, 
which will make recommendations 
on whether prosecutions should be 
instituted, and consideration of the 
draft annual report. 


London Film Notes 


London, April 26. 

George Wakhavitch brought 
here from Paris by Warner Bros. 
to do the decor at their Tedding- 
ton studios for pictures produced 
there . . . Nicholas Bela to Paris 
May 1 for a month on Anglo- 
French picture deal with Ray Ven- 
ure. . Edward Dryhurst, indie 
film producer, latest to get govern- 








ment subsidy for pic producing, | 


tees off with “The Romantic Age,” 
which he will begin shooting at 
Denham studios June 7 for J. Ar- 
thur Rank, with cast headed by 
Jean Simmons and Hugh Williams, 
with Edmund Greville to direct ... 
Mask’ Films’ “Sparkenbroke.” di- 
rected by Cavalcanti, goes into 
work June 14 with Sally Ann 
Howes and Marius Goring starred. 

Byron Haskin here from Hoily- 


wood to direct “Treasure Island” | 


for Walter’ Disney-J. Arthur Rank, 
with shooting to start June 14 at 
Denham studios... John Sutro and 
Colin Lesslie, directors of Ortus 
Films, to Rome, April 30, to seek 
locations for their pic which will 
e made in Rome and Naples. . 
Cavaleanti flying to Rome, April 
27 to make final arrangements for 
location sequences for “Sparken- 
broke,” film based on Charles Mor- 
gan’s best seller.. Associated Brit- 
ish Picture Corp.'s next epic will 
be “Little Lambs Eat Ivy,”’ based 
on Noel Langley’s play. Play orig- 
inally bought by J. Arthur Rank 
Organization for film but recently 
disposed of to ABPC, and goes 
into production early June at El- 
‘Stree studios, with no cast yet as- 
sembled. 


Cowley Pix Unsuitable’ For Venezuela 


Scenes Cut in India 


- 
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Lane to Rebuild Bombed 
| Gaiety at $200,000 Cost 


| London, May 3. 


| After being closed for 10 years, | 


the Gaiety theatre in the Strand is 
| likely to reopen for Christmas with 
a new musical starring Lupino 
Lane, who owns the property. 

Theatre was victim of bomb 
damage in the early days of the 
war and for some time past 
Lane.has been battling with the 
Ministry of Works for a rebuilding 
license. Now he has succeeded in 
obtaining government okay in prin- 
ciple and is waiting for the formal 
| license before starting work. 

Entire inside of the theatre was 
torn out. It is estimated that res- 
|toration work will cost around 
| $200,000. 


Wendl Hille Bows 
In Husband's Play 


London, May 3. 

Starring Wendy Hiller, “Ann 
Veronica” is scheduled to open to- 
night (Tues.) in Manchester under 
Jack Hylton’s auspices. Play was 
adapted from the H. G. Wells hook 
by the actress’ author-husband, 
Ronald Gow. Latter also adapted 
the Walter Greenwood novel, “Love 
on the Dole,” in which Miss Hiller 
| appeared several seasons ago. 

Gow did tht stage treatment of 
“Veronica” in New York last win- 
ter while his actress-wife was star- 








ring in “The Heiress” at the Bilt- | 


more on Broadway. According to 
the playwright, the new play is a 
|rather big production by British 
| standards, having 25 scenes and a 
revolving stage. 

'! While in New York, Gow reveal- 
ed, he and Peter Ashmore (who 
staged) made plans for the “shape 
and style of production not unin- 
fluenced by American methods.” 
Although not a musical, the play 
‘uses music freely and carries an 
orchestra. Miss Hiller plays the 
title role of a rebellious English 
girl of 1909. 





Alexandria, Egypt, 
2,000-Seater Metro’s 


Growth of Metro’s overseas the- 


atre domain stepped up one more, 


notch this week when the company 


started construction of a new show- | 

|ease in Alexandria, Egypt. The new | 
costs. ! ' 
| rated as the most interested until 
'the final no dice in N. Y. 


| 2,000-seater will be the 39th house 


in M-G’s foreign chain. Four other | 


| Properties, scattered in various 
' countries, have been acquired for 
/eventual theatre construction. 
Speedup of Metro’s overseas ex- 
pansion is planned by the com- 
pany, it is said, once the two post- 
war hurdles blocking the move- 
ment are removed. These obstacles 
are either the ban against theatre 
construction in favor of homes, or 


‘the prohibitively high cost of build- 


ing materials in others. 


circuit is a policy that the company 
will erect its own houses wherever 
it finds no adequate outlets for 
the exhibition of M-G product. As 
a corrollary, company intends ac- 
quiring its own theatres in spots 
where it believes there is an insuf- 
ficient number of modern first- 
runs. All houses to be erected will 
be on same scale and standards as 
the Loew's theatres in the U. S. 


in Australia, where eight deluxers 
are operating. Others are Argen- 
tina, one theatre, two properties; 
Belgium, three theatres; Brazil, 
four theatres, one property; Chile, 


two; China, one; Colombia, five; 
Cuba, one property; Egypt, one 
house, one under construction; 


England, two; France, one; India, 
two; Italy, one; Peru, one; Porto 
Rico. one; Switzerland, two; South 
Africa, two; and Uruguay, one. 





Interfilm Corp., in association 
with Discine International Films, 
acquired U. S. distribution rights 
to “Rubens,” a 45-minute Belgian 
documentary based on the life of 
; the painter. 


39th Overseas Deluxer 


Governing the growth of Metro’s | 


Top number of houses owned are | 


Discina Gets 6 Foreign 


Pictures from Loew’s 


U. S. and Canadian distribution 
rights to six foreign-made pictures 
have been acquired from Loew’s 
International by Discina-Interna- 
tional Films Corp. Involved in the 
deal are three French pix, an Ar- 
gentine film and two English dialog 
pictures which Were made abroad. 

Topping the list is “Angels of 
the Street,” a French import, which 
is scheduled to open at the Paris, 
N. Y., following the runs of “Di- 
able Au Corps.” Others are 





‘Arg. Pix Industry Still Hobbled By 


Raw Stock: Talent in Deals Abroad 





2 Lindsey Legits To 
West End as Plays Flop 


London, April 26. 








“Tt | 


| Happened at the Inn,” “Stormy | 


| Water,” “When Words Fail,” ‘The 
| Last Chance” and “Portrait of 
| Maria.”” Made in Mexico, “Maria” 
stars Dolores del Rio and Pedro 
Armendariz. 





! 


‘Annie’ Set for S. Africa 
| After ‘Oklahoma!’ Wow; 
| Bonita Primrose Lead 


| 

Johannesburg, April 26. 

| “Annie Get Your Gun” has been 
}set by African Consolidated The- 


| inal role. 


“The Queen Came By,” which 
opened at the Duke of York's a| 
couple of weeks ago, closes May | 
14, and will be replaced by “No| 
Flowers for the Living,” formerly | 
tried out at the Lindsey Theatre 
Club, with Thora Hird in her orig- | 


“The Monkey Puzzle.” new play 


| by youthful author Shirley Cocks, 


‘rently at the West End. | 


goes to the Playhouse, replacing 
the latest flop, “Maiden’s Prayer.” 
Former was also produced at the | 
Lindsey three weeks ago, thus cre- | 
ating an unprecedented record for-| 


| 
two tryout shows to play concur- | 





| atres, Ltd., to open at His Majesty's | | h RKO A * 
here July 27. Bonita Primrose, | t S é 
who appears as Ado Annie in|} ) ul S! 


“Oklahoma!’’, which opened at His | 
Majesty’s Dec. 23, and is 
touring South Africa, has 
named for the title role. | 

Principals for “Oklahoma!”,| 
which was sock b.o. here, were all | 
/recruited from America, where 
they either appeared in the Broad- 
way or road company production's 
of the show. They include La 
Verne Burden as Laurey, Robert 
Lyon as Curley, David Morris as 
Ali Hakim, Louise Fornanca, Or- 
ville Sherman, Bob Nash, Len 
Mence, Loish Johnson, Florence 
Dunlap, Harris Hawkins, Shirley 
Chambers, Thomas Celland, Miss 
Primrose, and Erik Kirsten and 
Charlotte Ray as the leading 
dancers. The “Oklahoma!” tour is 
scheduled to end some time in 
July with most of the cast going 
into “Annie.” 

Prior to the “Annie” presenta- 
tion, His Majesty’s, which is cur- 
rently operating as a pix house, 
will bring in the Johannesburg 
Municipal Opera Co. for a limited 
engagement. 





Cherniavsky’s Findings 

Joseph Cherniavsky, conductor 
and composer, returned to N. Y. 
last week from Johannesburg, 
where he handled the musical di- 
rection for the production § of 
| “Oklahoma!” at His Majesty’s, and 
also directed the Johannesburg 
| Ballet theatre and the Cape Town 
| Univ. Ballet in their combined 
| presentation last November at His 
Majesty’s. Cherniavsky found 
; South African entertainment - and 
theatres to be on a high level, but 
noted that there is an acute short- 
age of both pop and symphonic 
musicians. While in South Africa, | 
Cherniavsky completed an operetta | 
based on the life of P. T. Barnum. 





Franc Swap on Tanker 


Paris, April 26. | 
American distribs have trans- 
ferred the dollar equivalent of 80.- | 
000,000 frances (about $200,000) 
against the partial financing of re- 
pairs of a Swiss-owned tanker cur- 
rently in Marseilles dockyards. 
In effect, transaction involved a 
dollar purchase of U. S.- owned | 
frozen francs by a Swiss company. 





With print now in the U. S., 
French-import ‘‘Manon”’ 
readied for distribution by Vog: 


| Tie Nixed in N.Y. 


Sydney, Apri 26. 

It’s learned here that a deal to 
merge the Aussie distrib interests 
of 20th-Fox and RKO was all blue- 
printed for operation but was 
finally nixed by officials of both 
organizations in New York after 
long huddles to iron out certain 
percentages covering the merger. 
Now it’s understood that no more 
approaches will be made by either 
side. 20th-Fox and RKO operate 
on a joint plan in South Africa. 

Ralph Doyle, head of RKO, has 
just returned to Aussie 
quick trip to N. Y. to talk the posi- 
tion over with his chiefs. 
rumored that had the deal gone 
through Doyle would have stepped 
into the top spot. Syd Albright is 


| viewed President 


after a} 


It was | 


+ Buenos Aires, April 26. 


The Argentine film industry is 
staggering along, due to the con- 
tinued scarcity of raw stock (its 
most essential import) as a result 
of the dollar shortage. The major 
studios are working only intermit- 
tently. As they manage to scrounge 
some supplies of celluloid, they are 
able to shoot a few more scenes, 
not knowing where the next day’s 
supply is to come from, or what it 
will cost them. 

Major produceis have inter- 
Peron, who has 
promised them that raw stock will 
be classified as an essential import 
for granting of exchange permits. 
Following up this promise the 
Finance Ministry has called on 
producers to make sworn declara- 
tions on all their requirements, not 
only of raw film, but of other es- 
sential equipment. Producers are 
confidently expecting to be granted 
import permits at free exchange 
rates in the very near future. 

Carlos Hugo Christensen, Susana 
Freyre and Juan Carlos Thorry, 
'together with cameramen’ and 
other technicians signed by Boli- 
var Films, are due to leave for 
Venezuela at the end of the month 
to start work on the first Argen- 
tine-Venezuelan collaboration, a 





' 
| 
| 


musical which hristensen is to 
direct. Later, in 1950, Thorry will 
direct a second musical for Boli- 


var. 

Argentine producers are elated 
over the success being enjoved by 
Argentina Sono Film's prize-win- 
ning “Dios se lo Pague,” which has 
been declared “best picture of the 
year” (including- all foreign) in 
Venezucla. The picture is also run- 
ning simultaneously in eight Rio 
de Janciro houses. Sono Films is 
anxious to cash in on the popu- 
larity of Arturo de Cordova and 
Zully Moreno as an acting team, 
and will star them together once 
more in “Nacha Regules,”” which 
Luis Cesar Amadori is to direct. 


presently head of 20th-Fox here. | Meanwhile De Cordova has a pic- 
It’s also rumored that there has ture to be made in a Chilean 
been a little domestic upset within | studio, under the direction of 


the 20th-Fox organization here. 
Harry Walker, longtime sales chief, 
resigned recently after failure to 
see eye-to-eye on certain policies 
laid down to cover this territory. 
Albright formerly headed the UA 
setup here. 

Doyle, on his return to Svdney 


from N. Y., has declined to make | 


any statement, apart from. the 
usual one covering company prod- 
uct. At 20th-Fox it’s all com- 
pletely hush-hush. 

It’s understood here that with 
the 50° rental freeze still in force, 
plus the high operational overhead 
of U. S. distribs in this territory 


and the heavy red showing by U.S. 


distribs the world over, feelers had 
been going out for some time be- 


| tween certain distribs on a merger 


|to operate in Aussie. 


here. 


is being, 


Film Co. Latter partially financed | 


its production. 











Current London Shows 


London, May 4. 
“Adv. Story,” James (7). 
“Annie Get Gun,” Col’s’m (100). 
“Bless the Bride,’”’ Adelphi (106). 
“Brigadoon,” Majesty (3). 
“Belinda Fair,” (6). 
“Daphne,” Wynd. (6). 
| ‘Dark of Moon,” Ambassador (3). 
“Foolish Gent’w’n,” Duch. (10). 
“Happiest Days,” Apollo (58). 
| “Harvey,” Wales (18). 
, “Heiress,” Haymarket (14). 
| “High Button Shoes,” Hipp. (20). 
“Human Touch,” Savoy (12). 
| “Latin Qt. Revue,” Casino (7). 
| “Lilac Time,” Palace (2). 
| “Monkey Puzzle,” Playhouse (1). 
} 


“Oklahoma!” Drury Lane (105). 
“One Wild Qat,” Garrick (22), 
“Queen Came By,” York (6). 
“September Tide,” Ald. (21). 
“Summer in Dec.,” Comedy (6) 
“Together Again,” Vic. Pal (108) 
“Woman’s Place,” Vaude (6). 

i “Worm’s View,” Whitehall (106). 


| idea to nix those heavy operational 


20th-Fox and RKO were 


Trade its waiting to see what will 
happen (if anything) to the United 
Artists’ Aussie setup and the SRO 
local office. Regarding the latter, 
David O. Selznick stated 
time ago that SRO would continue 
Trade, how- 
ever, figures that Selznick will 
probably change his mind once 
“Portrait of Jennie” is released 
UA and SRO are headed by 
Clive Arnott and Cleave Shepherd 
respectively. 





The Indian Sign on Pix 
Madras, April 12. 
Madras government has passed 


‘orders to see that pictures offend- 


ing sentiments in Pakistan and 
minority communities aren't put on 
screens. Idea is to foster inter- 
dominion friendship. 

On the other hand Pakistan East 
Bengal authorities have imposed a 
total ban on exhibition of Indian 
pictures which show the Indian 
national flag or have Indian na- 


_tional songs in them. 





ECKSTEIN TO SIAM 

Irving M. Eckstein, who resigned 
as head of the sales control dept. 
of the Motion Picture Export Assn., 
has shifted over to Paramount’s 
foreign dept. to take over the post 
of company rep in Siam. Eckstein 
heads for Bangkok within a few 
weeks. 

Prior to a three-year stint with 
MIPEA, new Paramounter worked 
in the foreign wing of United Art- 
ists. ; 


some | 


Mexican Roberto Gavaldon. 

Luis Sandrini, who is currently 
making record grosses in Argen- 
tine legit, is due back in Spain 
later this year, and will make a 
film version of Marcel Pagnol’s 
“Topaze,” with Pierre Chenal di- 
recting. 





| Spanish Pix Seen Pushing 
- Hollywood Product For 
Popularity in S. America 


Madrid, April 26. 

“In the near future, Spanish 
films will occupy second place in 
/Souih and Central America, and 
will be quite good competitors 
/with Hollywood products, which, 
of course, will continue to be the 
| first in those markets.” So says 
| Vicente Casanova, head of Cifesa, 
leading Spanish producing com- 
/pany, who has just returned to 
Madrid after a tour of Argentina, 
Uruguay and Chile. 
| Casanova has made arrangement 
|for distribution of Cifesa films 
with Interamericana Distributors, 
and discussed the possibility of ex- 
‘changing technicians and artists 
|with the San Miguel Studios. He 
| has also bought six Argentine pic- 


| 


{tures outright for showing in 
Spain. 
Casanova will plane te New 


| York in mid-May to try to estab- 
| lish his own distributing company, 
and then will visit Mexico and 
Central America. 


Maas Back from MPEA 
Trip; Aided Yugo Pix Deal 


Irving Maas, veepee and general 
manager of the Motion Picture 
Export Assn., planed into New 
York Monday (2) after a two-month 
tour of the MPEA’s continental 
|markets. While in Belgrade, he 
‘laid the groundwork for early re- 
‘lease of MPEA product in Yugo- 
slavia under last year’s deal nego- 
tiatec’ by Motion Picture Assn. of 
America prez Eric Johnston with 
Marshal Tito. 

Maas’ inspection junket also took 
him through Paris, Prague, Buda- 
pest, Warsaw, Vienna and several 
key cilies in Germany, where he 
conferred with member company 
European managers. He is expect- 
ed to make a report this week to 
‘Johnston aS well ’as‘to‘the MPEA, 
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STER PLAYO 


H'wood Technicians Report London 


Prod. Facilities Quite Primitive 


Britain’s filmmaking facilities 
have made only slight progress in 
the last year towards approaching 
Hollywood's standards, 
to American producers and direc- 


tors returning from work in the} 


British studios. While the English 
technicians show a readiness to 
learn from the U. S._ visitors, 
Britain’s film plant is still handi- 


capped by lack of materials, in-| 


adequately sized lots and an un- 
suitable trade union structure. 
American cameramen, 
British assistants on U. S.-financed 
pictures, consider themselves lucky 


if their crew remains the same 
over a two-week period. Under 
British labor procedures, studio 


workers in all categories are ro- 
tated on jobs in order to share 
employment. Switching of dolly- 
pushers and light-handlers, after 
the initial crews were already 
briefed in their tasks, causes fre- 
quent delays and, sometimes, heavy 
damage to productions in 
progress. 

Britain’s studios still rarely get 
a picture completed on schedule. 
Warner Bros’. recently - finished 
“The Hasty Heart,” for example, 
was blueprinted for a 70-day shoot- 
ing schedule, but wound up three 
weeks overdue. However, despite 
the time _ spillover, production 
budgets are kept more or less in 
line with original estimates due to 
the relatively cheap British labor 
scales, 

During the production of “Hasty 
Heart,” the pic’s star, Ronald 
Reagan, was afflicted by a case of 
“Klieg-eyes” when somebody used 
open-arc illumination to light up a 
set. That practice of trying to 
gain more light by dispensing with 
are shields was jettisoned in Holly- 
wood some 30 years ago but, in 
Britain, it’s a method of saving 
fuel and equipment. 

Call of the Crumpets 

British rank-and-file studio 
workers still adhere to their tradi- 
tional tea and lunch hours without 


giving an inch to the producers. | 


When the lunch-bell strikes, the 
workers knock off even if they are 
in the middle of shooting a scene. 
The general feeling among Ameri- 
cans is that the British workers 
are “pouring it on” in retaliation 
for the alleged rough treatment 
they received before the Labor 
government was in power. 


Poor transportation facilities be- 
tween the center of London and 
the suburban studios is one of the 
major weaknesses in the British 
production setup. Most of the 
workers are forced to travel be- 
tween two and three hours each 


way and, as a result, are not at top| 


efficiency on the job. Alfred 
Hitchcock has attempted to skirt 
this hurdle by using special buses 
to pick up and drop off his studio 
crews in the center of London. 


3,000 N.Y. Collarites 





To Intensify Drive 


An intensified public relations | 


war against the major film com- 


panies was mapped at a joint mem- | 


bership meeting last night (Tues.) 


of two CIO homeoffice whitecol- | 


larite’ unions which are fighting to 


win a renewal of their labor agree- | 
Representing almost 3,000 | 


ments, 
employees in the New York offices, 


Screen Publicists Guild and Screen | 


Office & Professional Employees 
Guild plan to spread their drive 


from Broadway into nabe theatre | 


areas with increased picketing, 
throwaways and appeals to com- 
munity groups for help. 
Negotiations between both 
untons and the majors broke down 
last month following an industry 
proposal that salary demands and 
arbitration clauses be dropped by 
the Guilds in advance of working 
out new pacts. Both unions, op- 
erating without a contract since 
last September, have asked Gov- 
ernment mediation and concilia- 
tion services to intervene to break 
the deadlock. The majors have al- 
ready refused to accept the serv- 


ices of the N. Y. State Board of. 


Mediation. 


according | 


guiding | 


ro” 
v 





‘Ethel Barrymore Loaned 
To 20th-Fox for ‘Pinky’ 
Hollywood, May 3. 

Ethel Barrymore shifts to 20th- 
Fox on the first loanout deal un- 
der her Metro contract for one of 
the top roles in “Pinky.” 

Numerous other actresses had 
been tested by Darryl Zanuck for 
| the role, which calls for an aristo- 
|cratic southern woman. 

“Pinky,” incidentally, will be 
subtitled in 27 foreign languages at 
| an added cost of $100,000 to insure 
‘its di$tribution in alien countries. 
| Heaviest previous subtitling on that 
| lot was 23, for “The Razor’s Edge.” 


Us Multiple City 
~ Openings Pay Off 


Nearly 100% 
revenues for its recent releases is 
| claimed by Universal as a result of 





| the company’s newly-adopted habit | 


'of multiple territorial bookings. 
| Sold on the practice of combining 
heavy exploitation bally in a sec- 
itor, with a flock of first-run dates 
for that focal point city plus out- 
i lying towns, the company is now 


|committed to an indefinite policy | 


; along those lines “for all pictures 
| suited to that type of opening.” 

| The policy has been tested for 
| the past three months, one of U’s 
top sales officials said, and a com- 


| parative checkup against similar | 


| films released in the past year has 
demonstrated that the first-run 
take for the area is more than 
doubled. ‘‘We can’t use this meth- 


|od for every picture in every area, 
although we would like to, because | 


| we would wear out our welcome. 
But we intend continuing with 
most so long as it produces present 
results.” = 
Plan, initially tried with “Life 
/of Riley” in Cincinnati on March 
| 4, has now been followed through 
| with “Red Canyon” and “Ma and 
|Pa Kettle.” 


| “Illegal 


Entry” and “Calamity 
| Jane and Sam Bass” will also be 
given the same treatment, U 
spokesmen said. 

Pattern laid down by “Riley” is 
generally being followed. In that 
|instance, U booked the film into 
/150 day-and-dates in Cincy and 
| its surroundings. William Bendix 
|and others were brought into the 
| city for the resultant hoopla. Same 
|sort of territorial openings were 


'then staged for “Riley” in both 
|Indianapolis and San _ Francisco. 
“Canyon” then opened in Salt 
| Lake City with 60 bookings and 
| “Kettle” in Kansas City with 75 
| day-and-daters. 

To clear the way for continued 
appearance of stars, U’s sales and 
ad-pub forces are working closely 
with the studio. 


|these players can make _ their 
crossroad appearances. Several 
‘times, for instance, cameras have 
shot around a star to prevent de- 
‘lay on production chores. 

U’s technique is to choose a 
middling to large city as the fo- 
cal point. By picking the right 
city, company gets the benefit of 
the overlap with smaller surround- 
_ing centrs so far as radio and news 
coverage is concerned. Radio time 
in Cincy, for instance, reached the 
lesser locales where the pic had 
also been booked. 





Indiana Exhibs Meet 


Indianapolis, May 3. 

With a “top sales exec” from 
one of the majors on hand as 
guest, the Associated Theatre Own- 
ers of Indiana will again hold its 
midsummer convention at French 
Lick Springs June 22-23. Conclave 
will be preceded by a directors’ 
meet on the evening of the 2lst. 

Convention business reportedly 
will be confined to one session. 
Chairman of the convention com- 
mittee is Mare Wolf. 


boost in first-run | 


Next two releases, ' 


The lot is plan- | 
ing its production work so that | 


SUBSEQUENTS 





Nabe houses and subsequent- 
'runs are currently being glutted 
with an oversupply of film product, 
a checkup of the situation by 
Variety indicates. Firstruns are 


throwing off product so fast under 
current conditions that the theatres 
which follow are unable to play off 
the entire supply of features at 
their present number of changes 
per week. Backing-up of film is 
now causing a flock of subsequent- 
runs to boost the rate of program 
changes weekly. 


| 


subsequenters throughout the 

{country are either swinging into 
| double-features or speeding up 
from two to a present three 
| changes weekly to absorb the 
| plethora of unplayed product. 
| Moreover, the change from a 
scarcity to an overabundance of 
pix is stiffening the attitude of 
subsequent-runs on rentals for any 
but top films. 


The changed situation has mili- 
tated against 20th-Fox’s drive to 
boost returns on product. 
brought forth, for instance, a dec- 
laration by Arthur H. Lockwood, 
prez~ of the Theatre Owners of 
America, that exhibs can pick and 
choose their product because of 
the glut on the market. 


Reverse of 2 Years Ago 


product situation has _ evolved 
|slowly over the past couple of 
years. Actually, conditions are 


PK PLENITUDE 


FES GLUT M 








| 


| 
| 
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| Exhib groups report that many | the 


It has | 


' 


| 





‘UA-Small Trying B.O. 
Magic to Get Into Black 


Denver, May 3. 

Tying up with United Artists’ 
promotion campaign for “Black 
Magic,” the national Society of 
American Magicians will open 
their annual convention here May 
16 with about 1,000 members mas- 
querading as Cagliostro, 18th Cen- 
tury wizard and the film’s central 
character. Pic’s star, Orson Welles, 
now in Italy, has been appointed 
honorary chairman in absentia of 
magickers’ 2ist annual con- 
clave, with costar Nancy Guild to 
be guest of honor, 
Grand prize of a trip to Italy 
will be awarded to the magician 
wearing a costume most closely 
representing that of Cagliostro. 
“Black Magic” was produced in 
Italy by Edward Small. 


Probe Charge Of 
CRI Info Swaps 


Whether Confidential Reports, 
Inc., industry checking outfit used 
by all majors except Metro, is a 
favorite channel for distribs in 








The shift in complexion of the | swapping dope on theatre b.o. rev- 


i;enues is currently the subject of 
|a probe being pushed by the Fad- 


now directly reverse to those 24 | 


months ago when National Allied 
leaders charged Hollywood with 
|creating a false scarcity. Allied 
|draws strongly from subsequent- 
run and nabe operators for its 
membership. 

Survey of the smaller distribs, 
surprisingly enough, turns up the 
information that they have not 
‘been hit by the accumulation of 
| unplayed product. 


eral Trade Commission. Overall 
objective of the investigation, an 
FTC official said, is to determine 


| whether Confidential is an opera- 


| Apparently 


These lesser | 


| companies have suffered a notice- | 


able drop in revenues from nabe 
| houses. The loss, however, has 
| been counterbalanced by a climb 
|in the take from firstruns. With 
the two factors offsetting each 
,other, these companies are in the 
| same income bracket as ever. 


Because of the scarcity of fea- 
tures for firstruns, lesser distribs 
‘are breaking into key houses 
|rarely before booked their prod- 
‘uct. Faster playoffs have spelled 
'holes in schedules which the 
majors have been unable to plug. 


| Smaller companies’ prospects 
/may, come in for complications 
| when the upswing in Hollywood 
major production first begins to 
take effect in the fall. Since that 
boost in filmmaking is intended to 
keep the deluxers supplied with 
product, it may shut out the lesser 
companies once again. It may also 
| further riddle their chances in the 
| subsequent-run houses where the 
bite in income is hitting them 
now. 














| s 
| Russ Pic Buy 
Continued from page 3 


Russians had given up the whole 
idea. 

Next problem is the one of show- 
|ing Soviet officials the films they 
want to see. Possibility discussed 
is that a rep of the MPAA or the 
‘Motion Picture Export Assn. will 
'be sent to Moscow with the 
product. 

A difficulty in the past has been 
unwillingness of Yank companies 
to send “samples” to the Soviet 
| without a firm deal in hand. They 
| have always considered the possi- 
bility of dupes being made from 











| 


| charges are substantiated. 


tion in restraint of trade. It would 
so be held if the outfit operates 
in an illegal manner. 

nudged into the 
probe by complaining exhibs, FTC 
indicates that an exchange of in- 
formation by the companies via 
Confidential would be sufficient to 
hold it operating illegally. How- 
ever, although the investigation has 
been conducted quietly for the past 
three months, no determination 
one way or the other on the info- 
swapping charge has yet been 
made, 


Under the direction of Joseph H. 


checking into records of metro- 
politan exchanges in an effort to 
weigh the charges. FTC is also 
talking with distrib execs of the 
various companies. as well as of- 
ficials of Confidential. While the 
investigation has concentrated so 
far on Gotham, it will extend to ex- 
changes elsewhere in the country 
before completion within the next 
two months. 

Since Confidential is not a trade 
organization, FTC official indicated 
that there is little likelihood of a 
dissolution being ordered even if 
certain abuses in practice are 
found. A desist order from the 


i 


Hollywood, May 3. 


Frontpage stories, political 


| themes and other subjects capable 


of wide exploitation are getting a 
heavy play on the film lots, with 
approximately 50 pictures along 
those lines in work or in prepara- 
tion. Studio story departments 
have been advised to scan the hori- 
zon for controversial topics. List 
includes a broad field of subjects 
lending themselves to ballyhoo, 
such as race prejudice, unmarried 
mothers, racehorses, dope, baseball 
teams, immigration and interna- 


| tional complications. 


Films about race problems in- 
clude “Pinky,” “Lost Boundaries,” 
“Home of the Brave” and “Intrud- 
ers in the Dust.” Ida Lupino’s 
“Not Wanted” will be followed by 
“Abandoned” and “The Children,” 


dealing with babes born out of 
wedlock. 
Baseball is the topic in “The 


| Stratton Story,” “Take Me Out to 


ithe Ball 


| age 


Game,” “The Cleveland 
Story” and an impending yarn on 
the carreer of Rube Waddell. On 
the horse track are “The Great 
Dan Patch” and “Always Sweet- 
hearts,” the biogrer-hy of Seabis- 
cuit, with the sto: Man o’ War 
warming up. 

Internation entangle- 
ments form the basis of “I Married 
a Communist,” “The Red Danube,” 
“Sword in the Desert,” “Quartered 
City” and “Tokyo Joe.” Juvenile 
delinquency has “The City Across 
the River” and “Johnny Holiday.” 
Governmental departments, cus- 
tomarily working in secret, will be 
disclosed to the public eye in 
“Postal Inspector,” ‘Post Office 
Investigator,’ “Trapped,” “Illegal 
Entry,” “Border Control” and 
“Port of New York.” 


Martin (Akron), Bailey 
(N.0.) Sued for % Chiz 


Two more exhibs were 
defendants this week in percent- 
chiselling actions filed in 
Cleveland and New Orleans. Four 
separate actions were brought in 
the Federal court in Cleveland 





named 


| against M. C. Martin operating the 


Dayton theatre, Akron, O. Plain- 


|! tiffs are RKO, Metro, Paramount 
Klein, New York prober for the. 


FTC, the Government org has been 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


| 


! 


Commission after hearings would , 
be a more likely recommendation, | 
it was said. | 


Hearings only will be held in 


the event the probers reach the. 


conclusion that some or all of the 
If they 
should occur, FTC would issue a 
complaint and Confidential would 
then file its answer. 





Settle Chi Trust Suit 
Chicago, May 3. 
Largest single money suit filed 
|in this area against the major dis- 
'tributors and the Balaban & Katz 
‘circuit, for alleged anti-trust prac- 
‘tices against Monroe theatre, was 
settled out of court last week. 
Million dollar suit filed last fall 
'by Seymour Simon, attorney, for 


‘the prints and distributed without | Lubliner & Trinz, former owners, 


the knowledge of the owners, since 
there is no way of checking copy- 
right infringements in the Soviet 
territory. 

Thus the next step by American 
companies is to determine how the 
Russe request for the sample 
prints is to be handled. Moscow 
deal with Johnston called for pur- 

| chase of a minimum of 20 films. 


charged Chicago system of booking 
had prevented Loop house from 
showing first-run product. 

| While settlement figure was un- 
disclosed, it was thought to be be- 
low $100,000. Action does not af- 
fect present owner, James Jovan, 
who is operating. under subsequent 
run policy after trying first-run 
llast year with minor results, 


and 20th. 

In New Orleans, Harold H. Bai- 
ley, I. Roy Calamia and the Bai- 
ley-Calamia Theatrical Interests 
were slapped with five suits claim- 
ing phony returns on percentage 
pix. Defendants operate the Gen- 
tilly theatre in the city. Plaintiffs 
are Universal, 20th, Metro, Para- 
mount and RKO. 

All suits included the conven- 
tional charges of under-reporting, 
and asked for recoupment on per- 
centage losses plus damages on 
flats sold at lower prices because 
of the alleged misrepresentations. 





Agnew-Casanave’s Sexer 
And Lloyd Reissues 


Motion Picture Sales Corp., the 
new Neil Agnew-Charles Casanave 
distribution unit, will get into full- 
scale operation within the next 
couple weeks with two releases. 
First will be a sexer, “Sins of the 
Fathers,” which will be followed 


, by about a half-dozen test engage- 


| 


ments of the Harold Lloyd reissue, 
“Movie Crazy.” 

“Fathers,” made in Canada, will 
have both its sales and exploita- 
tion handled by Alec Moss, for- 
merly with Paramount and Howard 
Hughes. Like most other MPSC 
employes, Moss is on a percentage 
arrangement. 

Lloyd reissue, first of a flock to 
which MPSC acquired rights, was 
made by Paramount in 1932. Test 
runs will determine policy on 
further handling of the Lloyd pix. 

Meantime, Agnew is in Europe 
until mid-June attempting to line 
up foreign product which will help 
keep the wheels of his organiza- 
tion lubricated. Agnew is looking 
for outright buys or deals for 
participation in production. He 
left New York last week and will 
visit England, France, Italy, 
Sweden, Switzerland and Portugal, 


ARKET 


Studios Tie Into News Headlines, 
With 50 Exploitation Pix Prepping 
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U.S. Govt. Seen Urging Strongly 
British Quota Be Cut Now to 25% 





London, May 3. ¢ 


Representations made by the 
U.S. Government from Washington 
to the Board of Trade in London 
have urged in the strongest pos- | 
sible terms that the present quota, | 
due to be shaved down from 45% | 
to 40% in October, should be cut | 
drastically in the immediate fu-| 
ture. 

Although the demarche from 
Washington to Whitehall gave no 
indication of the quota figure the | 
U.S. Government had in mind, it 
is learned here on highest author- 
ity that the top percentage for first 
feature quota acceptable to the 
US. authorities would be 25%. It’s 
also advocated that the second 
feature quota, now standing at) 
25% should be scaled down to 20% 
for a trial period and if necessary | 
by a further 5°. 

While it is admitted in diplo- , 
matic quarters here that revision | 
of the quota would involve new | 
parliamentary legislation, it’s| 
hoped that the eventual outcome | 
of the Anglo-U.S. talks will enable | 
the British government to put a 
compromise plan before the House 
of Commons. 

Officially there has been no 
reply from the British government 
to Washington, but at the Board 
of Trade in London it’s admitted 
that the protest has been received 
and is under consideration. Delay 
in drafting a reply has been mainly 
due to the recent absence in 
France of Board of Trade prez 
Harold Wilson, but it’s anticipated 
that Cabinet approval would be 
necessary for any communication 
to Washington. 

Two Categories 

Although detailed terms of the 
Washington demarche have _ not 
been made known, it’s understood 
they come under two distinct but 
interlocking categories. Firstly it 
was argued that the present high 
quota was an unjustifiable discrim- 
ination against Yank product. 
Secondly it was pointed out that 
suggestions that a high quota must 
be maintained to protect the bal- 
ance of payments program was 
negated by the 1949 Anglo-Amer- 

ican film agreemeng, which re- 
stricts the amount of exportable 
film earnings to a maximum of 
$17,000,000 a year. 

It's frankly admitted here that, 
as a result of the quota, the earn- 
ings of American companies in 
London have dropped substantially 
from the peak 1946-47 period of 
17,000,000 pounds sterling. Fur- 
thermore, there is little doubt that 
the operation of the unit plan has 
involved American producers and 





distributors in a financial sacrifice, : 


but they contend it is a worthwhile 
sacrifice as it has substantially 
ended the position in which top 
Yank product was given- second 
feature billing to boost inferior 
British films. Ee 

Because of the restricted earn- 
ings by the American companies, 
the amount of frozen coin available 
to be invested in British produc- 
tion is severely curtailed, and 
consequently little has been done 
in this direction, although there 
have been some notable exceptions. 
It is argued, however, that the 
provision of a freer market for 
American product would enable a 
larger sum to be spent on produc- 
tion in Britain and thus help to 
keep studios occupied and build 
the nucleus of a_ stable British 
production industry. 








Lesser Distribs 











Continued from page 5 


ting the balance to Britain. It is 
charged by the MPAA that all sorts 
of suspect deals are being worked 
to keen the dollar remittance fig- 
ure on an abnormally low level. 
Dollar remittance total applies 
to any British film handled in the 
U. S. during the 12-month period 
regardless of how old the pic hap- 
pens to be. For this reason, MPPA 
must collate totals for reissues dis- 
tributed by strictly minor outfits as 
well as newly-released product. 
Since the MPAA has no way of 
enforcing its bookkeeping methods 
on non-members, it is expected 
that the wrangle will finally wind 
up in the lap of the British gov- 
ernment for its decision. On the 
other hand, MPPA has had no dif- 
ficulties in getting a satisfactory 
count from both Universal and 
Fagle Lion. co-distribs of J. Arthur 
Rank’s output. 


WB, U, Par Divvies | 


Warner Bros. has declared a reg- 


/ular quarterly dividend of 25c per 


share on outstanding common 
stock. Melon will be handed July , 
5 to stockholders of record June 3. 

Universal is paying a dividend 
of $1.06 per share to holders of its 
414‘; preferred svock. Divvy will 
be distributed June 1 to stockhold- 
ers of record May 16. 

Paramount’s regular quarterly 
dividend of 50c. per share on com- 
mon stock was voted by the board 
yesterday (Tues.) at a_ special 
meeting. 

Divvy will be paid June 24 to 
stockholders of record June 3. 


Gen’! Precision Plan To | 
Boost Working Capital 


Stockholders of General Pre-| 
cision Equipment Corp., subsid of 
20th-Fox, have okayed a plan sub- 





mitted by management for boost- | 


ing the working capital of the com- 
pany. Proposal calls for the in- 
crease in capital stock from a cur- 
rent 800,000 shares to 1,135,000 
shares divided into three classes. 
Stock will be used in the future 
to raise money. 

New stock will be 120,000 shares 
of preferred; 15,000 shares of con- 
vertible preferred; and 1,000,000 of 
common. Besides using the stock 
for fund-raising, it will be made 
available to employees and officers 


| under a plan giving them the right 


to purchase shares. 

Stockholders at the annual meet 
were told that earnings for the first 
quarter of *49 were up to 2lc per 
share of common against 18c. for 
the comparative pereoa of last year. 


20th Nudges 


——_- Continued from page 3 jaa 




















20th’s ownership of an important 
chunk of stock in Rank’s Gaumont- 
British circuit, has always been 
more sympathetically inclined 
toward the British than have the 
chief execs of other U. S. compa-! 
inies. It is believed that it was! 
| principally at Skouras’ instigation | 
that the unit plan was eased a | 
/ couple months ago by the Yanks | 
ceasing to insist that both ends of | 
a twin-bill had to come from the | 
same distrib, not just from any 
American company. 

Fox, through a combination of 
its G-B interest and by making 
every effort to be friendly to Rank, 
has been attempting to get an edge 
on the other two of the Big Five 
companies that must depend on 
Rank’s houses ‘er much of their 
British income. Tiie other two are 
RKO and Paramount. RKO has 
remained pretty much on the side- | 
lines. but Par prexy Barney Bala- 
ban has consistently opposed any 
overanxiousness to be “nice” to the 
British. 

Metro and Warner Bros. usually 
are out of these battles altogether, 
since they exhibit through the As- 
sociated British Circuit, of which 
WB is part owner. Of the Little 
Three, Universal does all right, 
relatively, inasmuch as Rank is one 
of its principal stockholders and 
there’s a special tie between them. 
United Artists and Columbia, how- 
ever. get virtually no playing time 
from either Rank’s Odeon and G-B 
or ABC. | 

Objective of the unit plan is to 
prevent low-grade British product 
from getting bookings on_ the 
strength of American pix with 
which it might be dualled. It has 
thus served not only to create 
hardship on exhibs, but on _ pro- 
ducers. who formerly found one of 
their low-budgeters possibly play- 
ing percentage at the top of a twin 
bill, while an important Yank pic, 
which was really bringing in the 
audience. was billed second and 
getting flat rental. . 





Rank Won't Talk 
London, May 3. 

J. Arthur Rank on his return to 
London jiast night (Monday) re- 
fused comment on the Anglo- 
American Film Council talks in 
Washington. 

He said. however. that he may 
have a statement after talking with 
Harold Wilson, prez of the Board 
ol Trade, 


| Canyon” 


COL. MAPS SEQUEL 
TO ‘BALLROOM’ PIC 


Columbia is mapping a sequel to 
“Make Believe Ballroom.” Agen- 
cies here report they’re being ap- | 
proached by Jonie Taps, Col.’s | 
music chief, on possibility of using | 
radio, record and vaude talent in | 
film to be tagged “Supper Club” | 
or “Club 15.” 

Whether Col. could get Perry | 
Como of “Supper Club” is ques- 
tionable since he’s Metro-contract- | 
ed. He shares spotlight on NBC 
five-a-weeker with Jo Stafford and 
Peggy Lee. Campbell’s “15” show 
stars Bob Crosby, Margaret Whit- 
ing and Andrews Sisters. Possible | 
stars from both shows will be | 
inked. 

















Picture Grosses 











TORONTO | 


(Continued from page 8) 


and ‘‘Homicide” (WB). Lusty 
$12,500. Last week, “Shot Jesse 
James” (FC) and “In This Corner” 
(EL), hefty $13,000. 
Imperial (FP) (3,373; 40-70)—| 
“Canadian Paeific” (20th). 
$15,000. Last week, “Don Juan” 
(WB) (2d wk), light $11,500. 
International (Taylor) (605; 48- 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Documentary film on Kingsport, 
used by the State Dept.’s overseas 


an example of a ‘““model’’ U. S. town. 


Tenn., now in production, will be 
division for distribution abroad as 
Picture is being made by Knick- 


erbocker Productions, a New York outfit, under contract with State. 
When completed in about six weeks, the print will probably run about 


25 minutes. 


Featurette, whose sound track will be dubbed into more than 17 
languages, is being produced by Howard Lesser who also wrote the 


script. 


location in Kingsport Monday (2). 


Victor Solow is directing while cameraman is Richard Leacock 
'who lensed Robert Flaherty’s ‘Louisiana Story.” 


Shooting began on 
Budget is “under $50,000.” 


Knickerbocker also did another documentary for State tagged “Hur- 


ricane.” <A director afid veepee of 
Morrisey, wife of Leonard Case, 


Releasing Org. Sh°’s also a former 


Manzer is sec.-treas. 


the firm since its inception is Mary 
veepee-treasurer for the Selznick 
secretary of Jock Whitney. Howard 


Twentieth-Fox, continuing its old-time ballyhooing, pulled another 


dere.” 


| stunt in Houston last week which paid off for the company’s “Belve- 
Univ. of Houston coeds picketed the Majestic theatre during 


the film’s opening, carrying banners complaining against Clifton Webb's 


statement in the film that college girls dress sloppily. 


film editor, Paul Hochuli, touched 


Houston Press 
off the stunt when he referred to 


the Webb statement in his column and called upon the gals to “defend 


their rights.” 


Picketing was carried on for about an hour, after which the girls 


| accepted an invitation to lunch issued by Al Lever, Interstate city 
manager, which broke up the procession. 


Stunt was engineered by 


vet 20th field publicist Jimmie Gillespie, who is working in the com- 


pany’s southern division. 


Faced with the problem of giving “importance” to a pic entirely 


So-so | Without names, ‘“‘Home of the Brave,’ Stanley Kramer‘s Screen Plays 
Corp. has been resorting to ingenuity. 


First step in the process was 


release of prints to the “Bel Air circuit’”—the projection rooms in the 


homes of film biggies. 


While many producers refuse their product 


66)—‘‘Quartet” (EL) (5th wk). Still to this toughest of all audiences, Kramer ordered prints loaned to prac- 


turnaway business at $4,100 after. 

Loew’s (Loew) 
“Ball Game” (M-G) (3d wk). Okay 
$12,500 after second week’s big 
$17,000. 


| Odeon (Rank) (2,390; 35-$1.20)— 


“Tulsa” (EL). Disappointing $11,- 
000. Last week, “Passionate 
Friends” (EL), fine $15,000. 


Shea’s (FP) (2,386; 40-70)—‘“Con- 


necticut Yankee” (Par) 


(2,096; 40-70)—_, 


tically anyone who asked. 
Aim was to get word-of-mouth. 


When it has been sufficiently built, 


SP announced a one-night press preview-preem at the Carthay Cirele 


(pic won’t actually open for some weeks). 


Invitations were sent out on 


an RSVP basis and demand was double the 700 seats set aside. This 
was the first of these preview-preems since the war and it drew a top- 
name list of players, execs and newspaper and mag writers. 





Ben Washer, Paramount ad-publicity chief, and Fred Lynch, Music 
(3d wk), Hall ad-publicity director, had a plan worked out for a special train to 


Okay $8,500 after big $13,000 on come from Connecticut on the New Haven railroad for opening week 


second staxva. 


of “Connecticut Yankee” at the Hall. 


Stunt was virtually set, with full 


Towne (Taylor) (691; 60-$1.25)— co-op of the r.r., when it was discovered there were so many advance 
“Concert Magic” (Indie) (2d wk). reservations for “Yankee” that it would be impossible to offer enough 
reseryed seats, key of the entire stunt. 


Diving to $4,000 on limited appeal 
and high prices after first week’s 
disappointing $5,000. 

University (FP) (1,556; 40-70)— 
“Dream Is Yours” (WB). So-so 
, $8,500. Last week, “Mother Is 
Freshman” (20th) (2d wk), $5,000. 

Uptown (Loew) (2,743; 40-70)— 
“Family Honeymoon” (U) (3d wk). 
Good $9,000 after last week’s okay 
$11,000. 

Victoria (FP) (1.260; 
(Indie) ‘reissees). Okay 
Last week. “Set-Up” 
| wk), fine $4,500. 


PITT NSG; ‘FLAMINGO’ 
FAIRISH AT $15,000 


Pittsburgh, May 3. 


(RKO) 





The Hall automatically sells out 
pageant. 


its reserved section for the Easter 


This year “Yankee” set a new high at the Hall on its second 


week, with the initial session also strong, despite Lent. 





_ Hollywood's role of providing films as educational tools in the na- 
tion’s school system was spotlighted in several hundred daily news- 
papers recently as a result of an Associated Press feature by John L. 


Springer. Written in line with the 


public relations policy of the Motion 


Picture Assn. of America, article pointed out that the major film com- 


publicity director. 


| Elaborate 12-page pressbook has 


40-70)— panies had turned loose about 500 feature classics and shorts for class- 
“Congorilla” (Indie) and “Borneo” | room use without any profit being made on the deal. 


MPAA estimates 


$5,000. that 10,000,000 school children view films as part of their studies. AP’s 
(2d story stemmed from a suggestion by Tom Waller, MPAA’s New York 





been turned out by the Eagle Lion 


flackery to hypo the industry’s participation in the U. S. Savings Bond 
‘ive. Some 17,500 of these books will be circularized in every U. S. 


theatre to help push the May 15-June 30 campaign. 


Book outlines 


a number of promotional angles which exhibs can use plus publicity 


| Stunts, ad mats and tieups. 


Maurice Bergman, Universal’s eastern ad- 


Biz is off again this week al- | pub chief, heads the industry drive and Max E. Youngstein, EL’s ad-pub 


though ‘Flamingo Road” is fair at 
the Stanley and may move to the 
Warner. “Knock On Door” at 
Harris and “Portrait of Jennie” at 
Penn shape is disappointing. 
Estimates for This Week 


Stanley (WB) (3.800; 45-80)— 
“Flamingo Road” (WB). Doing fair 
$15,000. Last week, “Tulsa” (EL), 
$14,500. 

Penn (‘Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 45-80) 
—‘‘Portrait of Jennie” (SRO). Mild 
$13,500. Last week, “Little 
Women” (M-G) (2d wk), big $14,- 
500. 

Harris (Harris) (2.200; 45-80)— 
“Knock On Door” ‘Col). Heading 
for moderate $13,000. Last week, 
“Belvedere Goes College” (20th), 
(2d wk), fine $12,000 in 6 days. 

Warner ‘WB) (2,000; 45-80)— 
“Tulsa” (EL) (m.o.). Weak $5,000. 
Last week. ‘“‘Dream Is Yours” (WB) 
(m.o.), $6,500. 

Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 45-80)— 
Shuttered this week. and will be 
closed two months for facelifting. 
Last week, “Plunderers” (Rep), 
solid $4,000 in 5 days. 


KANSAS CITY 


(Continued from page 9) 
of the Avenger” (‘EL). Going 
strong on Joan Crawford name; big 
$15.000 looms. Holds. Last week, 
“Adventure in Baltimore’ (RKO) 
and “Behind Locked Doors” (EL), 
$12,000. 

Paramount (Par) ‘1,900; 45-65)— 
“Connecticut Yankee’ (Par) (3d 
wk-6 days). Okay $7,500. Last 
week, fancy $12,000. World preem 
of “Younger Brothers” (WB) held 
today ‘Tues.) with p.a.’s by Bruce 


| Bennett, Wayne Morris, Alan Hale fr “E] Paso.” 


and James Brown. 

Roxy ‘Durwood) (900; 45-65)— 
“Untamed Breed’ (Col) and “Load- 
ed Pistols” ‘Col). Steady. Last 
week, “Tulsa” (EL) (2d wk), good 
$3,000. 

Tower - Uptown - Fairway (Fox 
Midwest) (2.100, 2.043. 700; 45-65) 
—‘Mother Is Freshman” (20th). 
Average $14.000. Last week, “Red 
(UL), $12,000. 


veepee, is handling publicity. 














F&M Settles 
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| Amusement Co. which operates a 
good number of the subsequent- 
runs here. No deal has yet been 
made with this circuit and the 
company may continue - selling 
drive-ins in lieu of four-wall 
houses until a deal is reached. 
Seven of 20th’s releases, headed 
by “It Happens Every Spring,” 
will play at the St. Louis and Mis- 
souri, two of F&M’s de-luxers. 
Par has closed for three pix, 
“Connecticut Yankee,” “Sorrowful 
Jones” and “Streets of Laredo.” 
“Yankee” will have its first show- 


ing at the Ambassador, starting | 


Thursday (5). Deals will not affect 
the showing of three other first- 
run Paramount pix at The World. 
small downtown house, that started 
Friday (29) with “El Paso.” 
Before the deal was worked out 
members of the MPTOA of St. 
Louis, Eastern Missouri and South- 


ern Illinois at a meeting here 
adopted two resolutions against 
Paramount’s announced sales 


policy. The first resolution stated 
that any distributor that failed to 
(exhibit its product in an adequate 
\first-run house would weaken the 


b. o. value of a picture throughout | 


, the entire trade territory. This 


‘was aimed at The World, which) 
}seats less than 450 persons. An 


admish scale of 50c-75¢ is on tap 
The second resolu- 
tion protested the sales tactics of 
both distributing companies. 

Elmer C. Rhoden, prez of the 
Fox Midwest Circuit, who attended 
the MPTOA meeting, confirmed 
reports that Fox Midwest on advice 
of counsel had notified various 
film companies that it will decline 
to bid further on pictures in com- 
;petish with other itiearres. 


| Ky. Exhibs’ Drive On 


20% and 10% Taxes 


Louisville, May 3. 

Kentucky exhibitors are plan- 
ning a summer launching of a film 
propaganda drive urging repeal of 
Federal and state admission taxes. 
One-minute trailer, produced by 
the Kentucky Assn. of Theatre 
Owners, will depict a tarmer de- 
livering a talk against admission 
taxes to a group of friends before a 
rural film house. Anti-tax clip will 
also warn that municipalities are 
moving to add another nip to the 
current 30% bite’ taken by state 
and Federal collectors. 

Limited number of prints will 
be moved from one theatre to an- 
other by a method similar to that 
used in exhibiting a recent trailer 
in behalf of the state income tax. 
Drive is being primarily aimed at 
repealing by 1950 the 10°. state 
tax passed in 1936. At that time, 
it was promised the tax would be 
dropped as soon as the existing 
state debt was paid. However, 
efforts in 1946 and 1948 to kill the 
tax failed despite the debt's liqui- 
dation. 





—— 


END NEWBURGH POOL 


Newburgh, N. Y., May 3. 

Paramount will terminate its 
pool with the Levey estate May 31 
as a result of a court decision. 
Breakup leaves Paramount with 
the Broadway first-run_ theatre 
while Levey is left with the Ritz, 
first-run and the Cameo, second- 
run. 

Levey’s bookings will be handled 
by Liggett-Stiefel, New York. Clin- 
ton Lake, Sr., former city managef 
for the Paramount-Levey setup, 
remains with Levey as general 
, Manager, 
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Semenenko 











ment has not provided good prod- 
uct, has not operated the company 
economically and has not sold the 
films effectively. To this the man- 
agement retorts that EL has made 
remarkable strides in light of the 
fact it is only three years old; that 
gross income this year will be up 
$8,000,000 from 1948, to give a to- 
tal on the basis of product now in 
the can of $21,000,000, which is 
equal to the gross of at least one 
other company in business for 
many more years; and that EL 
showed almost $200,000 in distribu- 
tion profit during the first three 
months of this year alone. 


Interference Charged 


Semenenko’s position in the dis- 
pute is known to be that Young, 
as principal stockholder, has a per- 
fect right to name the officers, but 
that once named he should let 
them manage the corporation. The 
Boston banker does ‘not feel that 
Young, whose past experience has | 
been as a promotional financier, is 
competent to manage a film com- 
pany. 

Semenenko’s desire to see con- 
trol of EL change hands is glim- 
mered in extensive negotiations in | 
which he has recently engaged with | 
David O. Selznick, Samuel Gold- | 
wyn, Edward Small and other in- 
dies who have indicated that they 
might be willing to come into the 
company if they could have a piece 
of it. Also active possibilities on 
the Semenenko list for taking over 
EL are Si Fabian and Ted Gamble 
and the syndicate of theatre cir- 
cuit owners they were putting to- 
gether to buy up United Artists. 
Semenenko was financing them in 
the UA effort. 

Catch in all the negotiations is 
uncertainty that Young will sell. 
The banker is believed to be try- 
ing to put together a deal that will 
look favorable enough to Young |} 
to cause him to sell. | 

$6,500,000 Stake 

Semenenko’s bank, the First Na- | 
tional of Boston, which is also | 
highly active in other film financ- | 
ing, has about $6,500,000 in EL 
at the moment, plus another 
$4,000,000 in Pathe Industries, EL’s 
parent company. Semenenko 
loaned EL $7,600,000 in 1947 when | 
he took over outstanding loans for | 
that amount from Bank of Amer- | 
ico. This loan was reduced to 
about $3,000,000 when 16 months 
ago he loaned another $1,000,000, 
bringing the total production debt | 
to about $4,000,000. Semenenko | 
made two additional loans early | 
this year, one of $1,600,000 as) 
operating capital and the other | 
of $950,000 to finance production | 
of some Bryan Foy and other pix. | 

Coincident with the recent loans, | 
a new policy was instituted of | 
segregating revenue belonging to | 
indie producers from EL’s op-. 
erating income. This is to encour- | 
age filmmakers to release their 
product through the company by) 
removing the fear that they and, 
their bankers might not get their | 
share of income because EL had 
used it for its own operation. The 
company has at numerous times 
been behind in making its divvies 
with producers, although never to 
om point of actually being in trou- 

e. 

_The company’s current difficul- 
ties hinge principally on the pros- 
pects of a severe product shortage, 
inasmuch as its studio has been 
closed down since last November 
because of lack of coin. This is 
expected to be solved by the new 
loans by Semenenko and by new 
Second-money finance companies. 
One of the latter is an outfit with | 
$2,000,000 capital that Young has | 
Set up in partnership with Allen 
P. Kirby, one of the principal 
owners of the Woolworth stores. | 
who has been associated with 
Young in all his deals since 1940. 

_ Second-Money Interests 

Semenenko is also planning, if 
necessary, to get another second- | 
money unit set up with much | 
greater capital. 
relationship to the bank. 








Latter is 


willing to mak® still further loans | # 


to EL. but only of first-money to 
the extent of 55-60% of budget on 
froups of pix on which it would 
hold a mortgage. 

Semenenko is known to feel that 
the bank is not overextended in 
the credits to EL, which have all 
been made through its parent 
Company, Pathe Industries. Lat- 
ter is said to represent adequate 
collateral through two of its other 
Subsids, Anderson Co., which 
Makes oil extraction machinery, 
and Pathe Laboratories. } 


—————eeee Continued from page 5 ; ——___ | 


| Rank. 
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It would have no| © 
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The new Young-Kirby finance | 


unit is putting up the junior | 
money for two pix which Foy is 
now readying and which, it is) 
hoped, will start in a few weeks | 
and tee the studio off on continued | 
production operation. Only thing | 
now holding up the getaway is said | 
to be the fact that Foy’s scripts are | 


| not in proper shape. 


Heavy Gross 

Creating .the optimism that has 
led Semenenko to believe that the 
company wil] show an improved 
gross this year are, among other 
things, the Selznick reissues and | 
Selznick tail-end selling which EL 
recently took over, plus the upturn 
in the company’s foreign biz. Over- 
seas income is said to be soaring 
compared with the practically 
nothing it was getting earlier in its 
career. One of its strong assets, 
too, is its tieup with J. Arthur 
That has given it an ad- 


| vantage, according to its execs, of 


an 11-to-1 playoff of-its product in 
England compared to UA, which it 
considers its closest competitor. Its 
franchise on distribution of Rank 
pix in the U. S. is also an impor- 
tant asset when its own sources of | 
product are limited, as at present. | 

Current strife between Young 
and the EL officers began more 
than a year ago when he appointed 
a personal rep, William McMillen, 
as v.p. in charge of operation. 
McMillen took considerable pow- 
ers of expenditure away from 
the other officers. Things got 
still hotter about a month ago 


|when Young himself began to 


take a very active part in run- 
|ning the company and, among 
other things, ordered extensive | 


staff and salary slashes to improve 
the profit situation. Heineman was | 
one of those to take a cut, his $1,-! 
500 weekly salary being trimmed | 
by one-third for 12 weeks, al-| 
though there is a possibility of his 
getting some of it back: by a per- 
centage arrangement if gross sales 
go above a certain point. Krim, on | 
the other hand, has taken no salary | 
for more than a year and is said 
to be owed more than $100,000. |! 


Sirk, Hartl Prep English 
. > 
Version of “Two Hearts 

Hollywood, May 3. 
Douglas Sirk and Karl Hartl, 
prexy of Sascha Film Studios, will 
co-produce an_ English-language 
version of “Two Hearts in Three- 
Quarter Time” in Vienna next 
August with six American prin- 
cipals in the cast. At the same 
time a German-language version 
will be filmed with a Viennese 

troupe. 


Sirk originally produced the pic- | 


ture in Berlin before World War 


Il. The new version, ne declared, | 
| will have an entirely new screen- 


play, retaining only the title, the 
title song and the old locale. 

Sirk also will do new version of 
“Cabinet of Dr. Caligari,” one of 
the most controversial pix in film 
history. “Caligari” two decades ago 
was a daring experiment in new 
film techniques. It will be revised, 
scriptwise, although full horror 
content will be retained. 





| actively pushes negotiations. | 
|ever, there is no question that the 
RKO theatre topper is armed with | 
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| 
are already allied in theatre ven- | 
tures and are closely tied in 
Brandt’s Independent Theatre | 


| Owners Assn. 


Skouras, on his part, is said to 
have discussed the proposal last 


| week in a Florida meeting with his 
| brother Charles, Otto B. Koegel, 


general counsel for 20th-Fox, and | 
Joseph M. Schenck, studio exec 
for 20th and a circuit operator on 
his own. Skouras is believed to be 
acting for a syndicate in any bid- 
ding taking place. 

When issued bid price on the | 
new RKO circuit common stock is | 
438, while the asking price is 45s. 
Those quotes are expected to act as 
a brake on any cash sum offered 
for the Hughes stock. 


San Francisco, May 3. 


'parts of the country, Mexico and 
'Canada are here attending the 13th 
annual convention of the Variety 
Clubs International under auspices 





wow is being held at the Fairmount 
hotel. 

The meetings this week have 
the charity organization laying 
|plans as to how far they can tax 
the heart funds of the individual 
tent membership for 1949-50. The 
National Canvassmen met all day 
Monday (2), with Chief Barker 
Bob O’Donnell presiding, to map 
the agenda to be endorsed the 
balance of the week by the dele- 
gates for various philanthropic 


| purposes. 


of Tent 32 of San Francisco. Pow-! Cohen, is Chief Barker. 


| Towards the end of June, O’Don- 


First was the plan for taking | 


over and operating the Will Rogers 
Memorial Home at Saranac Lake 
N. Y. Latter had been running 


national interceded a year ago and 
agreed to put up the coin for its 
operation. 

A new corporation was formed 
by the Variety Clubs International 
—the Will Rogers Memorial Fund, 
Inc.—and more than $400,000 will 
be expended the 
in its operation and enlargement. 
The dough bag of the Internation- 
al is being tapped for $270,000 to 
start the next two years, with the 
major distributors giving $75,000 


|a year for the same period, when 


next two years | 


it is expected that the Variety club | 


will likely carry the entire opera- 
tion. Officers elected to operate it 
are Bob O’Donnell, president; John 
Harris, chairman of the _ board; 


It is be-| Chick Lewis, executive vice-presi- 


lieved determining the $4,500,000 | dent; Abe Montague and Ted Gam- | 
offer made by Kingsberg. | ble, véepees; Si Fabian, treasurer; 


Odlum, it is thought, is staying 
in the background while Kingsberg 
How- 


Marco Wolf, fiscal treasurer, and 
Max Cohen. 


Some 30 toppers in| 


the industry have been invited to} 


sit on the board of directors. 
First glimpse the directors and 


Odlum’s option which gives the} board will have at Saranac is when 


latter the right to meet any legiti- 
mate offer made by other compet- 
ing interests. 


| they will be taken there from New 
York, with the Variety canvassmen 





Variety Clubs’ Frisco Convention 
Maps Flock of Charity Projects 


| mid-winter meeting there on Oct. 
More than 650 persons from all | 23-27 at the Hotel Astor. 


At the same time the Interna- 
tional officers will attend the in- 
duction ceremonies into the fold of 
Tent 35, New York, of which Max 
Tent al- 
ready has around 1,000 members. 


nell and a few of the International 
officers journey to Londoh, where 
Tent 36, of which Robert Wolff is 
to be Chief Barker, will be induct- 
ed into the fold. 

Convention for 1950 will be held 
under the auspices of the Interna- 
tional organization, which is asking 
the delegates to choose Boca 
Raton, Fla., as the meeting place. 

National dough guy, Marco 
Wolf, of Indianapolis, reported 
that due to numerous emergencies 
the International had incurred a 


| deficit in its budget of $14,000 on 
| the year, but that the health of the 


|into a deficit until Variety Inter-| 


| hotel. 


coin chest was by no means im- 


paired. Report was also made 
that around $100,000 had been 
realized by 13 tents which pre- 


miered the film, “Bad Boy,” the 
proceeds of which were turned 
over to them. Eighteen more tents 
are yet to premiere the film. 


Tomorrow night (Wednesday), 
Secretary of the Treasury John 
Snyder will make the Humani- 


tarian Award voted for ex-Presi- 
dent Herbert Hoover at a banquet 
in the palm room of the Palace 
Ray Lyman Wilbur will ac- 
cept the award on behalf of his 
Stanford classmate, as latter is de- 
tained east on business. 

will also make an appeal to the as- 
sembly to get back of the national 
savings bond drive being fostered 
by the film industry. 

On Thursday and Friday the 
Human Heart Committee, of which 
Arthur Ungar, editor of DAILY Va- 
RIETY, is chairman, will listen to 
the reports from the various tents 
to determine which should get the 


award for the past year. Award 
will be presented at the frolic 
|closing the convention Friday 


and officers who will attend the! night in the Tivioli theatre. 
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out of 10 Screen, § 
Lux Gils! 


“My beauty facials bring quick 
new loveliness,” says charming Ginger Rogers 


Here’s a complexion care that really works: In 
recent Lux Toilet Soap tests by skin specialists, 


actually three out of 


lovelier in a short time. 


Ginger Rogers works the creamy, fragrant lather 
well in. As she rinses and then pats with a soft 
towel to dry, her skin is softer, smoother, 


You'll love the generous new bath size Lux 
Toilet Soap, too—so fragrant, so luxurious! 
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de Cicco as v. p. Skouras is now | 
prez of Skouras Theatres, Inc. 


Fox-West Coast and Midwest 

The minimum of 10 F-WC houses | 
which will go to Schenck are ex- | 
pected to be transferred in late | 
fall. Reported also as good pos- 
sibilities for coming into the chain 
are the 30 houses of the St. Louis 
Amusement Co.. which are owned 
by George Skouras (operated by 
Harry Arthur and Fanchon & Mar- 
co): some 44 houses in which Ted 
Gamble holds an interest in In- 
diana and Wisconsin and a group 
of midwest theatres which are ex- 
pected shortly to come into the 
control of Robert Hannegan. 
Hannegan, former U. S. Post- 
master-General and chairman of 
the Democratic National Com- 
mittee, a few weeks ago was noml- 
nated to the board of 20th. 

Biggest single unit to come into 
the new circuit is Mike Naify’s 
United California Corp., which | 
controls about 115 houses through 
the Golden State Theatre & Real- | 
ty Co. and T. & D., Jr., Enterprises, 
Inc. Schenck has been closely as- 


sociated with this operation via a | 


$2.500.000 Bank of America note 
which he endorsed for Naify. This 
permitted Naify to buy out his 
partners, E. H. Emmick and R. A. 
MeNeil in August. 1947. UC’s to- 
tal value is said to be arouhd $25,- 
000.000, with that portion which 
Naify holds valued at about $6,- 
750.000. 
Partners 

Next largest unit in the new 
combine will be the United Art- 
tists Theatre Circuit, which owns 
or has an interest via subsids in 
about 100 houses. Major stock- 
holders in UATC are Schenck, Lee 
Shubert, Mary Pickford, William 
C. Phillips ‘former UATC general 
manager) and the Skouras broth- 
ers. Spyros, Charles and George. 
UATC subsids include Metropoli- 
tan Playhouses and Skouras The- 
atres, Inc. Company also owns a 
50° interest in the Robb & Row- 
ley circuit with 124 houses in Ar- 
kansas, Oklahoma and Texas, but 
it is understood the operation of 
these will continue to be separate, 
as in the past, from UATC. 

The F-WC houses which 
Schenck’s chain will acquire under 
the agreement reached with Skou- 


ras in Miami Beach last week are | 


among the 55 now jointly operated 
by National Theatres and UATC 
through the United West Coast 


& Schenck’s 300 Theatres 
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be matter of each taking back 
what was owned before the part- 
nership was made. In others NT 
will be granted only one theatre 
in each community. 
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077,000. These are in addition to 
the figures listed above. 

Loew's and wholly-owned sub- 
sids: $34,042,000; $39,446,000; $33,- 
107,000. 

Monogram: 
000; $2,313,000. 

Paramount: $41,300,000; $43,320.- 
000; $49,197,000. 

RKO: $27,590,000; $26,500,000; 
$31,552,000. (Includes net of sub- 
sidiaries ‘not consolidated, operat- 
ing in foreign territories.”’) 

Republic: $7,443,000; $6,427,000; 
$7,306,000. 

Universal: $15,742,000; $12,086,- 
000, $17,912,000. 

Warners: $36,000,000; $39,000,- 
000; $40,011,000. (The 1948 figures 
are ‘“‘estimated gross income.’’) 

Several theatre companies re- 
ported as follows: 


$3,157,000; $2,491,- 


Consolidated Amus. Co.: $1,170,- 
000; $1,353,000: $1,127,000. 
Loew's Boston Theatres: $432,- 


000; $424,000; $405,000. 
Penn - Federal Corp.: 
$298,000; $301,000. 
Trans-Lux Corp.: $434,000; $387,- 
000; $241,000. 
Among the manufacturers: 
General Precision Equipment: 
$7,626,000; $7,162,000; $7,849,000. 
Eastern Kodak: $138.000,000 (for 
16 weeks); $105,000,000 (12 weeks); 
and $120,000,000 for 16 weeks at 
end of 1947. 
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| paying disproportionately low rent- 


als. Because of this, most of these 
have been notified that 
deals which previously held good 
must be renegotiated to give dis- 
| tribution a better slice of the b.o. 
take. 

Sale of product on bid has been 
growing tremendously in the past 
| few months, it is said. In most in- 
stances, initiation of this system 
| has hit the big circuits exclusively. 

the past, they could 
count on a major’s product with- 


$290,000; » 


Theatres Corp. They include two! out question, now they are com- 
very important Los Angeles show-| pelled to stack their offering price 
ceases, the Egyptian and the Four | against that of smaller fry. In 


Star. _a number of cases, circuit ops are 

Others | nursing peeves because big pix 

Group also includes six other vere stolen away by smaller 
| houses. 


theatres bearing the United Artists | 
label, with a total seating capacity | Straws in the Wind See 

of 6.853. They are in Berkeley, | Without any publicity, distribs 
1.646 seats: Long Beach, 1,242; El| are now cutting down sharply on 
Centro, 1,177; and Inglewood Bel-| availabilities. In other words, the 
vedere Gardens and Pasadena, each | Chains must play product bought 


with just under 1,000 seats. 


Others are the California (772 
seats) and Capitol (808) in Glen- 
dale. In L. A. the Egyptian has 
1,538 seats and the Four Star 900, 
which brings the total capacity in- 
volved to 10,853 seats. 

The switch in control of the 
theatres from NT is necessitated 
by the order last Dec. 17 of the 
New York federal court handling 
the industry anti-trust suit. It is 
not believed possible to make the 
split earlier because of the multi- 
plicity of detail in the transfers. 


from distribs within a shorter time 
or lose the booking to an ordi- 


_narily subsequent-run house. Re- 


portedly, first ill feelings between 
Arthur’s F & M chain and Para- 


, mount was stirred by Par’s enforce- 


ment of a big cut in availabilities. 
Par, as well as other majors, are 


-reshuffling the system on a _ na- 
tional scale to speed up the liqui- | 


dation of product. 


DOS Deposes 
Detroit, May 3. 

David O, Selznick filed his de- 
‘position Thursday (28) in the anti- 
trust suit brought by the Society 
of Independent Motion Picture 
producers against United Detroit 
| Theatres and the Cooperative The- 
atres of Michigan. 

Selznick was accompanied by 
SIMPP counsel Robert J. Rubin. 
, They returned to New York im- 
mediately after filing the deposi- 
tion. 


Others who have filed deposi- 
tions are Walt Dispney, Hunt 
Stromberg and Marvin Faris, 


SIMPP executive. 











Selznick Profit 








| Susanna Pass 


one and wait for the next good 
Rogers, as he has had few misses 
in the western action field. 


Film Reviews 
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due to necessity of keeping footage 
rolling fast. Story concerns a young 


fireman who is transferred to the 


Sioan Nibley and John K. Butler. 


scripted, spelling out in advance, 
in strictly recitation style, every bit 
of action that is to come. Rogers. 
is a game warden who takes to the 
saddle when a fish hatchery lake is 
/ mysteriously dynamited. A pair of 
crooks are seeking to force the pri- 
vate owner of the hatchery to sell 
out so they can drill for oil under 
the lake. When he fails to give in 
he is murdered and Rogers resorts 
to some highly improbable shenani- 
, ans to bring them to justice. In 
between he breaks into song in 
likeable fashion. 











understood in a Solid position with 
his bankers—Security-First Na- 
tional of Los Angeles and Bankers 
Trust of New York. They re- 
| portedly share equally advances to 
the producer of around $4,000,000, 
about three-fourths of which will 
be paid off this year. 

Loans are not on a per-picture 
basis, but provide as collateral all 
the DOS product from “Since You 
Went Away” on. That means six 
pix already in release—‘SYWA,” 
“T’'ll Be Seeing You,” “Paradine 
Case,” “Blandings,” “Duel in the 
Sun” and “Jennie’—ptius the four 
Korda-Selznick films. Selznick’s 
highly valuable player contracts 
are not pledged to the banks, it is 
understood, but as an important 
asset of his production company 
indirectly help secure the loans. 

While “Jennie,” “Paradine’” and 
other pix may prove unprofitable, 
some of the earlier ones earned 
such large amounts that there are 
plenty of overall profits. In addi- 
tion, Selznick has made large quan- 
tities of coin through deals for his 
players (such as the recent Warner 
Bros. contract on which he is un- 
derstood to have received $1,500,- 
000) and sales of story properties. 

Meantime, Selznick’s  pub-ad 
head, Paul MacNamara has been 
permanently shifted to New York. 
That leaves the position of Robert 
M. Gillham, eastern pub-ad chief, 
in doubt. MacNamara still has 
some years to run on his contract, 
while Gillham’s pact expired re- 
cently. He has been on a week- 
to-week basis. Campaign is now 
being set for ‘Fallen Idol,” which 
will be released in September by 
SRO, but it appears that there will 
hardly be sufficient activity for two 
ad execs. In any case, it is be- 
lieved that Gillham has been mak- 
ing other plans in recent weeks. 

Selznick, at a board meeting 
April 20, was elected prexy of 
SRO. This is the first time he has 
held the presidency of any of his 
companies. He took it this time 
to avoid any difficulty if he wants 
to fully reactivate the company at 
any time in the future by appoint- 
ing a top exec, such as Neil Agnew, 
who resigned as prez last Septem- 
ber. He felt it would be much 
simpler and less embarrassing for 
him to resign in favor of the new 
appointee than cause one of the 
currently lesser officers of the com- 
pany to step down. 

Board also named Sidney G. De- 
neau as v.p. in charge of domestic 
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| 20th ‘Availabilities’ 
Delay also gives Schenck time to | 
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set up an enlarged operating staff. | Via bigger rentals, company execs 


NT’s F-WC division retains ap- @Mmphasized 
| benefit, except for some who pre- 


‘viously had early runs. 
| spokesmen said the film situation 
‘has changed so much during the 


proximately 45 houses. 

An important phase of the Flori- 
da huddles centered around Grau- 
man’s Greater Hollywood Theatre, 
Inc. Court ruling provided it could 
be retained by F-WC if the latter 
gave up all interest in- the Egyp- 
tian. It is believed Schenck and 
Skouras reached an agreement on 
NT's buyout of Schenck’s’ two- 
thirds interest in the Grauman 
house sub‘ect to approval by the 
boards of beth companies. Schenck 
is reported asking for a number 
of F-WC houses instead of cash 
for his interest in the Hollywood 
landmark. It is understood Skou- 
ras has agreed, which will add 
more houses to the Schenck string. 

The California theatre picture 
will see considerable change be- 
fore the end of the year, since NT 
is required, under the same court 
order, to rid itself of number of 
other. properties. In some of the 


combines with other exhibs it will 


exhibs would also 


Company 


postwar era that actually very lit- 
tle competition exists now between 
the first run and subsequent run 
houses. They expressed confidence, 
moreover, that other major dis- 
tribs would follow the 20th pattern 
in Philly, same as they had done 


(in Cleveland. 


As, for N. Y.. while Brooklyn and 
Manhattan have had a system of 
runs and clearances for some time, 
it was pointed out, no such system 
exists for the other three boroughs. 
Thus, it is expected that some pat- 
tern of the Philly plan will be ex- 
tended to the Bronx, Queens and 
Richmond in the near future. That 
would give some houses in those 
boroughs a crack at first run prod- 
uct and would also bring the sub- 
sequent run situations up closer to 
the second and third runs in 
Brooklyn and Manhattan. 


sales. succeeding Milt Kusell, who 
has been out since March. Leon- 
ard Case, treasurer, who has been 
serving as acting head of all Selz- 
nick’s eastern. activities, has been 
upped to v.p. and treasurer. David 
I. Bursten, counsel, was named 
secreiary, succeeding Milton Kra- 
mer, who resigned more than a 
year ago. Richard Hungate, studio 
counsel, and Betty Goldsmith, who 
moved over to an SRO foreign post 
from the Goldwyn office a little 
over a year ago, have been named 
assistant secretaries. 


-RKO-Butterfield 
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Sages Management’s purchase of 
Paramount’s minority interest in 
the Butterfield chain also. Par’s 
cut comes to 25%) in the 100-the- 
atre chain and 33% in the balance. 


RKO offered its stock to Butter- 
field interests under the terms of 
its contract which gives the man- 
agement first crack before peddling 
the stock elsewhere. Par is Bound 
by a similar deal and its stock 
holdings have already been offered 

; to the circuit’s management. 


popular. “Brush the Tears From 
Your Eyes.” On the latter Rogers 
is aided by Miss Evans, Foy Willing 
and the Riders of the Purple Sage, 
and also on the title number and 
**A Good, Good Mornin’.” Estelita 
Rodriguez does the comic ‘Two- 
Gun Rita” for a specialty spot. 
Edward J. White’s production 
supplies suitable mounting as a 
background for the western yarn 
and Reggie Lanning lensed in Tru- 
color. Editing is oKay, as are other 
technical credits. Brog. 





Courtin’® Trouble 
(SONGS) 

Monogram release of Louis Gray pro- 
ductio® Stars Jimmy Wakely: features 
“Cannonball” Taylor, Virginia Belmont. 
Directed by Ford Beebe. Screenplay, Ron- 
ald Davidson; camera. Harry Neumann; 
editor, Carl Pierson; songs, Wakely, Olive 
Drake, Tommy Dilbeck; musical director, 
Edward Kay. At New York theatre. N. Y., 





week April 20, 49. Running time 56 MINS, 
Jimmy ree Jimmy Wakely 
*““Cannonball’”’....... “Cannonball” Taylor 
| SRR RR Virginia Belmont 
SOOPER eT ete Leonard Penn 
SN > 4 38's 060 ObbEO%* Marshall Reed 
Reed eee eee rare Steve Clark 
SPR ee Creer House Peters, Jr. 
Pee Pee ere ree Frank LaRue 
EEE 5 6 i0s666 6 h6eR0 6 William N. Bailey 
Sheriff Bud Osborne 
Stewart Bill Hale 
Gill Bob Woodward 
4 See ee eee Carol Uenry 
Graves err Bill Potter 





An average Jimmy Wakely west- 
ern, “Courtin’ Trouble” is routine 
fodder for the action situations and 
the Sat. mat trade. 
pretty much to formula with the 
usual fistic scuffles, six-shootin’ 
and galloping ecayuses_ sprinkled 
through the reels. 

Based on Ronald Davidson’s orig- 
inal, the yarn is built around the 
sharp differences between the mer- 
chants and cattlemen in a frontier 
|town. Saloon operator Leonard 
| Penn is the mastermind behind the 


| 


arson squad to work undercover 
while ferreting out a gang of crooks 
who mask their thefts behind wij}. 
ful arson. 


Robert Lowery delivers capably 


_as the young fireman while Anne 


Prairie ballads total up to four, 
ranging from the title tune to the | 


| 


Picture sticks | 


Gwynne supplies a good femme 
touch as his schoolteacher gir} 
friend. There’s an excel'ent fire. 
bug character developed by Fa- 
ward Brophy as the gang’s chief 
tool. 

Lensing by Carl Berger is good 
and the stdck footage of blazes 
fireman training, street chases, etc. 
have been cut in expertly by Ea. 
ward Mann. Brog. 


El Dorado Pass 
(WITH SONGS) 


Columbia release of Colbert Clark pro. 
duction. Stars Charles Starrett. Smiley 
Burnette; features Elena Verdugo, Sieve 
Darrell, Shorty Thompson and his Saddle 
Rockin’ Rhythm. Directed by Ray Na- 
zarro. Screenplay, Earle Snell: camera, 
Rex Wimpy: editor, Burton Krame; At 
New York theatre, N. Y., week of Apri] 


19, “49. Running time, 55 MINS, 

Steve Clayton i] 

The Durango Kid{....... Charles Starrett 
Smiley Burnette.........Smiley Burnette 
TE CTT Tere Elena Verduco 
Page eae Steve Durrell 
Sheriff Tom Wright......Rory Mallinson 
ETE LE Ne Ted Mapes 
Barlow Stanley Blvstone 


Shorty Thompson and his Saddle 
Rockin’ Rhythm 





With Charles Starrett again 
handling a dual role, “El Dorado 
Pass” shapes up as familiar action 
fare in Columbia’s Durango Kid 
series. Hoofbeats, hard fightin’ and 
the crack of six-guns are ample 
enough. However, there’s little in 
this entry that makes it stand out 
from its many predecessors. Pic- 
ture’s market will be restricted to 
the lower half of the duals. 

As screenplayed by Earle Snell, 
the story has Starrett falsely ac- 
cused of lifting $20,000 from a 
Mexican rancher and his daughter 
in a stagecoach holdup. Before he 
proves his innocence there is the 
usual jailbreak plus several gun 
battles. Sandwiched in the footage 
are Smiley Burnette’s comedy re- 
lief and several numbers by Shorty 
Thompson and his Saddle Rockin’ 
Rhythm. 

Starrett is plenty virile in hold- 
ing down both the part of a framed 
cowpoke as well as the masked Du- 
rango kid. Elena Verdugo is viva- 
ciously pert as the stagecoach vic- 
tim while Burnette helps with his 
fun-making. Steve Darrell, the Noe. 
1 heavy, is okay as the brains be- 


| hind the frameup and coin theft. 


outlaws. Following several minor 
skirmishes with the renegades, | 
Wakely cleans them up in a 


' spirited climax. 

Aside from weeding out the 
toughies, Wakely chants’ three 
tunes in a fair delivery. ‘“Cannon- 
_ball” Taylor provides good comic 
relief. Virginia Belmont is okay 
as the femme attorney who falls 
into the outlaws’ clutches. Penn 
convinces as the No. 1 baddie. 
Supporting players are adequate 
under Ford Beebe’s breezy direc- 
_tion. Harry Neumann’s lensing is 
average as are Louis Gray's pro- 
duction values. Gilb. 





Arson. Ine. 
Hollywood, Apri! 29. 


Screen Guild release of William Ste- 
phens production. Stars Robert Lowery. 
Anne Gwynne; features Marcia Mae 
Jones, Edward Brophy, Douglas Fowley. 
Directed by William Berke. Original 
screenplay, Arthur Caesar, Maurice Tom- 
bragel: camera, Carl Berger: editor, Ed- 
ward Mann. , rortewes April 28, ’49. Run- 


ning time, 64 MIN 


| ra Robert Lowery 
SR sa ak | ys Fae os Wi Anne Gwynne 
Bella ceeereeess. Marcia Mae Jones 
CO ae Douglas Fowley 
Pete P ...... Edward Brophy 
ES Stik svat Byron Foulger 
Serre Gaylord Pendleton 
SN 5 ss 'sbcnsatet ..Maude Eburne 
Seer ee Lelah Tyler 
Firechief........ . William Forrest 
Detective ..... John Maxwell 


Junior Peyson . ee in 


Richard David 


Night Watchman....... Emmett Vogan 





“Arson, Ine.” supplies a ‘good 
measure of thrills and action to fit 
it handily to lowercase bookings. 
Film is a strong example of pro- 
gram entertainment on aie low 
budget. It was made in seven days 
at a reputed cost of $60,000. but 
production ingenuity by William 
Stephens gives it values that belie 
the budget. 

Plot shows a metropolitan fire 
department's arson squad at work, 
using Los Angeles equipment and 
streets to build up physical dress- 
ing. Tale is treated with documen- 
tary touch by narration back- 
grounding action and has been 
given a swift pace by Wiiliam 
Berke’s direction. 

Arthur Caesar and Maurice Tom- 
bragel scripted and there are only | 


Supporting players are adequate. 
Ray Nazarro gave ‘El Dorado” 
a standard directorial touch. Cam- 
erawork of Rex Wimpy is com- 
petent. . Producer Colbert Clark 
endowed this oater with average 
trappings in keeping with the mod- 
est budget. Burton Kramer edited 
it down to a tight 55 minutes. - 

Gi 








April’s B. 0. 
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post” took a beating on_ initial 
weeks in N. Y., and has not been 
heard of much since. 

Another film to disappoint was 
“The Fan” (20th). Given a rou- 
tine, low-budget campagin and 
small support from the stageshow 
for its opening at N. Y. Roxy, it 
was lost sight of in the bally for 
“Belvedere.” What chances it had 
pre-Easter at this house seemingly 
were smothered when the advance 
campaign on “Belvedere” was 
launched before “Fan” finished its 
first week. 

“Wake of Red Witch” (Rep) ob- 
tained additional playdates during 
the month and again did big biz 
despite Lent. “Bad Boy” ‘ Mono) 
floundered sadly early in April 
and then came back to do seme 
sturdy trade near the end of the 
month, 

“Dear to Heart” (RKO) also took 
in some fine coin, especially 
around Easter. “Red Pony” (Rep) 
enjoyed sizeable biz last month. 
“Force of Evil” (M-G), never very 
strong after it finished its N. Y. 
run, managed several good s¢5 
sions. Same is true in a large de 
gree of “South of St. Louis” | WB). 

Reissue business came to fore 
during April, with “Pride of Yan- 
kees” (RKO) and combo of “Castle 
on Hudson” and “Sgt. York,’ tve 
WB oldies, shaping up strongest of 
new entires. Pairing of latier twe 
did most solid trade. “Pompel! — 
“She.” both RKO reissues, com 





, a few heles in the material, mostly tinue doing surprisingly big. 
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BOSTON 


The Great Heart Award, pre- 
sented each year by the Variety 
Club of New England, will be given | 
this year to Joe Cifre, former chief 
parker and instigator of the “Jim- 
mie Fund” which last year alone 
brought in nearly $250,000 to the 
Children’s Cancer Research Foun- 
dation. A dinner honoring Cifre 
will be held this month. 

House Bill 1035 that would ap- 
point a five-man board to super- 
vise showing of pictures to chil- 
dren was reported adversely and 
the House accepted the commit- 
tee’s report. 

Madison. Pictures Corp. of New 
England acquired world-wide rights 
to the picture produced by a group 
of Harvard under-graduates, “A 
Touch of Times.” 

Leonard Barrack named man- 
ager of Uptown, Lynn, operated by 
Richmond-Stern Enterprises, re- 
placing Arthur Stein who resigned 
to enter real estate. Barrack was 
assistant at Kenmore. 





KANSAS CITY 


Fox Midwest has moved man- 
agers in six of its situations, most 
of them in the Missouri-lowa dis- , 
trict under Jim Long. Jay Wooten, 
city manager of Hutchinson, Kans., 
goes on leave of absence with C. 
C. Murray, moving from Lincoln, 
Springfield, Ill, to handle. W. J. 
Souttar goes from the Grand, 
Moberly, Mo., to the Lincoln. 
Ralph Wallace of Strand, Ft. Madi- 
son, Ia., replaces Souttar. H. L. 
Golladay from Mainstreet, Lexing- 
ton. Mo., takes Wallace’s old spot. 
Robert Rittenhouse moves from 
Kickapoo, Springfield, Mo., to 
Mainstreet. 

Remodelling of Fox, Joplin, Mo., 


Nev York Theatres 


JOAN 
Sashe .. by oe of ARC 


Sieur Toan at pos Starring | NG RI D 




























hy ACADEMY 
AWARD 


to Waiter Wanger 





A VICTOR FLEMING PRODUCTION 

COLOR BY TECHNICOLOR - cast OF THOUSANDS 

ath 19 ot FERRER - FRANCIS | SULLIVAN ~ 7 CARROL NAISH - WARD BUND 

SHEPPERD STRUDWICK + HURD HATFIELD - GENE LOCKHARI - JOMN EMtRy 

COULOURTS + JOHN IRELAND and CECIL KELLAWAY 

Stage play joan of Lorraine by MAXWELL ANDERSON 

by MAKWELL ANDERSON end ANDREW SOUT - arr direction by 
eclor of photograph, JOSEPH VALENTINE a § ( 

Produced by WALTER WANGER Directed by VICTOR FLEMING 


Prevented by SIEMRA PICTURES, inc + released by AKO RADIO PICTURES 


26th WEEK 














CLIFTON WEBB - SHIRLEY TEMPLE 


‘Mr. Belvedere :* College’ 


A 20th Century-Fox Picture 


On Variety pay HL BLAINE 
LEO DE LYON - eCARTHY & FARRELL 


On ice Stage—The ROOKIES, Joan HYLDOFT 


| ROX 7th Ave. & 


50th St. 














Jenniter Joseph 


JONES: COTTEN 


‘| 
Porta 
FRIVOLI 








; includes new marquee and carpet- 
| ing. 


| lic exchange 


Film Row | 
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Mike Cullen, Loew’s division 
manager, is holding down mana- 
gerial reins at Midland during va- 
cation of Howard Burkhardt, man- 
ager. Last week Cullen took time 
out to show Dan Terrell, assistant 
to Ernie Emerling, around western 
loop of circuit. 


Harry Mandell, RKO ad-pub- 
licity director, and Jerry Shinbach, 
division manager, spent several 


days with Lawrence Lehman, Or- 
pheum manager, looking over re- 
modelling work on the new Mis- 
souri Theatre, formerly the Main- 
street. Shinbach said the house 
likely will reopen in July. 


CHICAGO 

Jack Barnett, Fox - Movietone 
cameraman for years, axed in 
latest economy drive 

Tom McConnell will not repre- 
sent Alger Circuit in transfer per- 
centage suit in county Superior 
Court. 

Alliance theatres, now operating 
11 drive-ins in midwest and north 
Pacific states. will spend nearly 
$1,000,000 this year opening new 
locations. 


OMAHA 

Fred Teller, assistant manager 
of Orpheum, appointed manager of 
Omaha, to replacing Bernard Dud- 
geon who returns to the Tristates 
drive-in. Both are Tristates opera- 
tions 

Ralph D. Goldberg, head of 
Goldberg Enterprises, plans. to 
build three new suburban houses. 
Goldberg already has purchased 
the buildings and grounds housing 
the North Star and Muse, nabe 
theatres, and as soon as current 
leases expire will take over their 
operation. 


—— 


PITTSBURGH | 


Harold Henderson back in home 
town as Par salesman. Replaces 
Bill Brooks, who quit to join Co- 
operative Theatre Service. 

Floyd Klingensmith quit Repub- 
to go with Col as 
salesman. 

Cadogan, Pa., theatre trans- 
ferred trom Alex Reale to Wilbert 
McGaughey of Vandergrift. 


DENVER 


Chas. L. DuRyk, National Screen 
branch manager here nine years, 
quits to become western sales man- 
ager ot Hollywood Advertising Co. 
Jim Parsons, Des Moines manager, 
gets Denver post. 

Narciso Federici sold Cimarron, 





| Cimarron, N. M., to John E. Hobbs. 


INDIANAPOLIS 
Indianapolis Variety will fete 
Olsen and Johnson at Antlers 
hotel clubrooms following June 4 
performance of their arena show 
at Coliseum. 


Indianapolis Colosseum of Mo- | 
|tion Picture Salesmen to hold first 


buffet dinner and dance at Indian- 


=—— ‘apolis Athletic Club May 21. 


Norman Linz, former Film Clas- 
sics salesman, joining Monogram 
sales staff to replace W. K. Emble- 
ton, moved up to branch manager. 

Herman Booth, salesman of Na- 
tional Screen here, promoted to 
Detroit branch manager. 

Oscar Kushner, who recently 
sold his Hollywood theatre to Tom 
Hatfield, now buying and booking 
for Cantor Circuit. 


HARTFORD 





——— RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 


Rockefeller Center 

BING CROSBY 
Rhonda Wm. Sir Cedrie 
FLEMING ~ BENDIX - HARDWICKE 


“A CONNECTICUT YANKEE 
In King Arthur’s Court’ 


Color by Technicolor 
A Paramount Picture 
THE GREAT EASTER STAGE SHOW 
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COLUMBIA PICTURES prevents 


GLENN FORD Auer 
in FE P Wom, 
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MIDNIGHT Featuas 
wiGetiagy 


Group of residents of neighbor- 
|\ing Bloomfield appealed to Court 
'of Common Pleas from decision of 
Bloomfield Zoning Commission 
granting five-year temporary per- 
mit to Philip Maher of that town 
for construction of a drive-in. 
| Seeking an injunction against con- 
struction of drive-in on grounds 


| that board’s action is illegal. 


VANCOUVER 


Sam Nagler, one-time’ branch 
manager for UA here, now branch 
managing for Cardinal Films. 

New International Film Distribu- 
tors manager is Cecil Black, former 
SRO mgr. Vern Dixon, former IFD 
manager, moved over to Cardinal 
as Calgart branch manager. 











™ JACK GOLDSTEIN once 


Publicity and Promotion the World Over 


1775 Broadway, New York 19 


Plaza 7-8538 
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‘Drive-In Patent Case 


Los Angeles, May 3. 
Operators of auto theatres under | 
the Hollingshead patent in the| 


/seven western states were warned | 


by Pacific Drive-In Theatres that 
they must continue paying royal- 
ties, regardless of a recent decision 
by the U. S. Court of Appeals for 
the First District in the east. Park- 
In Theatres, Co., controlling the 
patent, is taking the case to the 
U. S. Supreme Court for review 
and possible reversal. 

Recent Court of Appeals verdict 
reversed an earlier ruling by the 
Rhode Island Federal Court and 
declared the Hollingshead patent 
invalid because it does not involve 
an. invention. The eastern de- 
cision, however, does not affect the 
validity of the patent in the seven 
western states, where the Court 


,of Appeals for the Ninth Federal 


District upheld the patent six and 
a half years ago in the case of 
Park-In versus M. A. Rogers. Con- 
tention is that the west coast de- 
cision is not subject to review be- 
cause the time for appeal has ex- 
pired. 

Park-In is collecting a royalty of 
five cents an admission from Pacific 
Drive-In, largest of the auto the- 
atre chains in the west, with a 
string of 22 houses, either in op- 


eration or construction. 


John Joseph Bicycling 

John Joseph, assistant to Metro’s 
ad-pub veepee Howard Dietz, will 
continue’ shuttling between the 
company’s Coast and New York 
offices, handling chores at both 
ends, Dietz said yesterday (Tues.). 
Now on the Coast, Joseph is slated 
to head east, May 15, to remain 
here until June 15. 

He will return again to N. Y 
some time in July and then con- 
tinue making the coast-to-coast 
treks from time-to-time. 


Tax Rap vs. Chain Owner 
Greensboro, N. C., May 3. 

Ellis Blumenthal, who operates a 
chain of theatres, has been charged 
by a federal grand jury with evad- 
ing income taxes amounting to 
$336,801.69. His trial is sched- 
uled for the next term of United 
States District Court in Greens- 
boro. 

U. S. District Attorney Bryce R 
| Holt charged that Blumenthal 
evaded federal income taxes over 
a three-year period, beginning in 
1945. 


Briefs From the Lots 


| Hollywood, May 3. 
Janis Paige, currently on loanout 
to RKO, returns to Columbia next 











, week to co-star with Robert Young | 
and Barbara Hale in the Santana | 


production, “Baby Is Here”.. Ar- 
thur E. Arling’s cameraman con- 
tract renewed by 20th-Fox, with 
“Wabash Avenue” as his next job 

Viera’s Monkeys, -vaude_ ani- 
mal act, signed by RKO for ‘Make 
Mine Laughs.” 


Tim Holt signed new contract. 


with RKO calling for 30 gallopers 
in the next five years When 
James Cagney steps in front of the 
lenses Friday in “White Heat” at 
Warners, it will be his first job in 
18 months, and his first on the Bur- 
bank lot since he made “Yankee 
Doodle Dandy” seven years ago 
Fred Brannon will direct “Bandit 
King of Texas,” starring Allan 
“Rocky” Lane, at Republic.. Bill 
Williams returning to RKO for a 
role in “The Bail Bond Story.” 
Norman Foster talking a deal with 
Paramount for purchase of the 
story property, “Young Man of 
Manhattan,” to inaugurate his own 
indie production unit. 

Susan Hayward signed a contract 
with 20th-Fox calling for seven 
years, including the two years re- 
maining on her player pact with 
Walter Wanger Pine-Thomas 
borrowed the old title, ““‘The Eagle 
and the Hawk,” from Paramount 
as the new tag on their “Below the 
Border”.. John Huston and Sam 
Spiegel announced an indie film 
based on the One World idea, to be 
filmed under their Horizon  ban- 
ner Republic’s current backlog, 
the largest since last year, consists 
of 13 films. 

Bryan Foy will send two troupes 
to N. Y. within three weeks to film 
“Port of New York” and 
“Trapped,” putting Eagle Lion 
back into the production business 
for the first time since last No- 
| vember.. Bill Pine and Dan 
Duryea left for the east on a six- 
city tour, including Atlanta, Bal- 
timore, Boston, Detroit, Pittsburgh 
and N. Y., to plug “Manhandled” 


To Go to Supreme Court 


Having Been Accorded Clearances, 
Drive-Ins Now Want to Bid for Pix 


New fight is brewing among the 
major film distributors and the 
steadily-increasing number of 
drive-in theatres opening up 
throughout the country over the 
distribs’ refusal to permit the 
drive-ins to bid for product against 
standard theatres. Question is far 
from being settled, and the drive- 
in operators are mulling the feasi- 
bility of taking their argument to 
court. 

Since the _ roadside theatres, 
which are expected to number over 
900 by July 1, represent an entire- 
ly new phase of exhibition, the 
major distribs have had to realign 
most of their previous sales poli 
cies in dealing with them Con 
cessions have been made on both 
Distribs, for their part, are 
now getting percentage terms tor 
many pictures, which gives the 
drive-ins a crack at newer product 
Roadsiders, on the other’ hand, 
have succeeded in obtaining clear- 
ance in some situations over sub- 
sequent run theatres on the fringes 
of the key city nabes. 

Granting of clearances, in fact 
led to the drive-ins’ demands for 
competing with the nabe houses in 
bidding. They claim the very fact 
they have been able to obtain clear 
ance signifies the majors recognize 
they are in direct competition and 
under proviso of the anti-trust 
decree, that entitles them to enter 
into bidding negotiations Majors, 
on the other hand, claim the drive 
ins, being a different type of exhi- 
bition, have no right to bid. 

In addition, they believe, they 
will always be able to prove that 
the drive-ins cannot catch the 
grosses turned in by the nabes 
Thus, if they are forced to open 
bidding to the roadside houses, 
they are confident they'll be able to 
give the pictures to the regulation 
houses and still work within the 
limits of the law. 


siaes 


N. Y. Drive-Ins 
Poughkeepsie. 
Five drive-ins scheduled to open 
this summer and fall in the Mid- 
Hudson Valley region. Probably 
the first to open, about July 1, will 


be 650-car one at Fishkill. Venture 
is by the Ginsburg interests of 
Beacon. 

Poughkeepsie Drive-Ins, a new 
syndicate, plans a 750-car outdoor 
theatre six miles south of here. 

Kingston, on west shore of Hud- 
son 20 miles north of here, will 
have two drive-ins. Walter Reed, 
of Kingston, will build one while 
the other will be by Harry Lamont, 
Albany. Another drive-in is under 
construction at Newburgh, with 
800-car capacity. 

Drive-Ins Engulf Mpls. 
Minneapolis. 

Wave of drive-in theatre con- 
Struction continues to engulf this 
territory. Ted Karatz announced he 
will join with Lewis Deutsch and 
Max Eddelstein, northern Minne- 
sota theatre men, in_ building 
ozoners near Hibbing and Eveleth, 
Minn. Each will have 650-car c¢a- 
pacity and cost about $100,000 
each. Land has been purchased 
and contracts let. 

Bill Elson and Gilbert Nathan- 
son, Minneapolis, owners of con- 
ventional theatres at Detroit 
Lakes, Minn., also are joining the 
drive-in rush They'll start work 
immediately on a 450-car spot near 
Detroit Lakes. 


Kermit, Texas, Outdoor House 
Kermit, Texas 

The Tower drive-in opened here 

by Griffith Circuit. 
500-Car N. C. Drive-In 

Greensboro, N. C. 

The Forest drive-in located one 

mile from the city limits of Ra- 
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leigh opened recently Consoli- 
dated Theatres spot has 500-car 
capacity. Harris S. Luther, Jr., is 
manager, 
—— 
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OUTDOOR Now Specializing 
in Refreshment 
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ky |MPART 


Produces a sharp. snow-white. uni- 
formily illuminated spot far surpass- 
ing in brillianey any incandescent or 
vertical are spotlight, and equalling 
mnany large theatre type spotlights 
— a light such as is obtainable 
only with high intensity arcs 


Easily operated. 
Employs ae silvered glass reflecior 


and two-element variable focal length 
leis system. 


Draws only 10 amperes from any 116 
volt A.{ convenience outlet 4 
higlhiy efficient adjustable self- 


regulating transformer, which is an 


THE 
STRONG & 
14 dong i lomote) im Name . 
"laren Company 
Arc Lamps 
Street 
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SPARKLE 
PRESENTATIONS 


For Theatres, Auditoriums and Night Clubs 


Use coupon to obtain literature, prices and name of nearest 
independent theatre supply dealer. 


Please send free literatare. prices and name of the 
nearest dealer in Strong Spotlights, 
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integral part of the base, reduces the 
eurrent supply to a low are voltage, 
for the first time making possible a 
high intensity are spotlight without 
the use of heavy rotating equipment, 
Automatic arc control maintains con- 
stant are gap and a steady light, 
free from hiss or flicker, A trim of 
carbons burns one hour and 20 min- 
utes at 21 volts and 45 amperes. 


Horizontal masking control Can be 
angled at 45 degrees in each direc- 
tion Color boomerang contains six 
slides and ultraviolet filter holder. 
Monnted on casters Easily disas- 
semibled for shipping. 
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NBC Has Work Cut Out for Itself 
Despite Peak $70,949,218 48 Gross 





Disclosure last week that NBC’s* 


total gross income for 1948 of $70,- 
949.218 was the highest in its his- 
tory has industry observers looking 
forward to next year’s report, when 
the first repercussions of the CBS 
talent raids of last fall and winter 
will be felt. While Amos ’n’ Andy 
switched to CBS in October, Jack 
Benny. CBS’ biggest plum, wasn’t 
snared by that web until January, 
so the: loss of his billings to NBC, 
which still has not been replaced, 
will not show until next year’s 
statement is issued. NBC's total 
revenue for 1947 was $65,690,001. 

That NBC recognizes the pattern 
cut out for it was indicated in the 
annual review, which stated that 
“additional efforts have become 
necessary to develop fresh pro- 
gramming and new radio person- 
alities.” Reason given by the web 
for such endeavors was to “keep 
sound broadcasting on a progres- 
sive basis.””. NBC also recognizes, 
according to the statement, that, 
“with increasing competition be- 
tween radio and other advertising 
media, new programs should be de- 
veloped and made available to ad- 
vertisers at a price which will 
maintain the economic advantages 
of radio as an advertising me- 
dium.” 

Statement revealed the principal 
source of income for 1948 was the 
sale of time for nationally-spon- 
sored shows or local programs on 
the web’s owned-and-operated out- 
Jets. Commercial shows filled ap- 
proximately 51% of the total pro- 
gram hours, with the other 49% 
going to sustainers, including pub- 
lic service shows. Television op- 
erations, although not self-support- 
ing. showed a substantial increase 
in earnings through the entry of 
new advertisers. 

Pointing up video’s growth, NBC 
noted that in January, 1948, 33% 
of network time was commercial. 
with the other 67% sustaining. By 
January, 1949, sponsored time had 
climbed to 50.5%, with sustaining 
time at 49.5%. Despite tele’s 
growth, the review said, sound 
broadcasting “will continue to 
serve millions of people for many 
years to come, supplemented on a 
steadily-increasing scale by the 
new sight-and-sound medium.” 





‘Americans, Speak Up’ Disk 
Series Being Produced To 
Promote Free Enterprise 


America’s Future, Inc., a “non- 
political” educationdl foundation 
for free enterprise and against 
“isms>’ is packaging a new series 
of transcribed shows titled “Ameri- 


cans, Speak Up” for June 1 distri- | 
Format of series will be. 


bution. 
based on talks by prominent in- 
dustrialists and other public fig- 
ures, with Bill Slater to emcee the 
shows. Attempt will be made to 
perk listener interest by offering 
$200 in U. S. bonds every week 
to dialers writing the best 50-word 
essay. 

Series is being sold either to sta- 
tions directly or sponsors at a 
nominal charge of $5 per platter to 
cover processing costs. Open- 
ended platters will allow for 90 
seconds of plugs but America’s 
Future will maintain supervision 
over character of commercials. 
Donations from private individuals 
will assist the foundation in cover- 
ing promotion § and_ production 
costs. Outfit, incidentally, bank- 
rolled Samuel B. Pettingill’s com- 
mentaries on ABC for two vears. 

Show, being produced by Larry 
Hammond, will present talks by 
such figures as Robert Mont- 
gomery, Wallace F. Bennett, prexy 
of the National Assn. of Manufac- 
turers; Eddie Rickenbacker, Gene 
Tunney. Sen. Harry F. Byrd and 
ethers who will give their services 
cuffo. Already cut are six records, 
which include attacks on such 
measures as price control and 
socialized medicine. 


AFRA Re-pacts Freyman 
Washington, May 3. 
Evelyn Freyman, radio actress 
and part owner of the nearby Ol- 
ney, Md., strawhat theatre, was 
unanimously reelected president 
of the Washington-Baitimore dis- 
trict of AFRA, over the weckend. 
Her new term will be her sixth. 
She was also reelected to the 
malional board of AFRA. 





Topical Radio Revue to 
Be Special Feature of 


N. Y. AFRA Ball This Month 


New York’s American Federa- 
tion of Radio Artists Ball, to be 
held at the Hotel Astor, May 20, 
will set a precedent with a topical 
revue about radio written and 
acted by local Afrans. Previous af- 
fairs of the union used only variety 
acts, but this vear Joan Shea, co- 
chairman with Lanny Ross of the 
entertainment committee, sug- 
gested the revue in addition to the 
usual headliners. The 40-minute 
show will sketch the humorous side 
of radio. 

Proceeds of the ball and the 
annual raffle will be used to send 
a large delegation of N. Y. mem- 
bers to the national AFRA conven- 
tion, to be held at the Palace Hotel, 
San Francisco, Aug. 25-28. Elec- 
tions for four new N. Y. reps on 
the national board and 95 N. Y. 
delegates to the confab will be held 
in June, using the local’s new pro- 
portional representation plan. 

The P.R. plan calls for the elec- 
tion of delegates in four categories 
according to the number of mem- 
bers in each group. The delegates 
will include 57 actors, 25 singers, 
14 announcers and one sound ef- 
fects man. The N. Y. local will gain 
one additional member on the na- 
tional board, raising its representa- 
tion from 18 to 19 seats. Deadline 
for nominating petitions is May 31. 


Jock Bounced For 
‘Moon, Sun Mixup 


Jackson, Miss., May 3. 

After airing a fictitious report 
Sunday (1) evening that ‘the moon 
is falling into the sun and the Mis- 
sissippi River basin is an earth- 
quake danger area,” disk jockey 
Bob McKee was. dismissed by 
James Ownby, manager of WJXN, 
local indie. 

Reaction to the three-and-a-half 
minute segment, which was labeled 
imaginary before it began, brought 
a flood of calls to the weather bu- 
reau, newspapers and radio sta- 
tions that continued from 9:04' 
p.m. until midnight. Several girls 
in the YWCA came close to hys- 
teria, and a Baptist minister dis- 
missed his prayer service, telling 
his 350 worshippers to warn their | 
neighbors. 

McKee said the broadcast was | 
his own idea and it had not been | 
cleared with the station’s program | 
department. Ownby, who expressed 
regret over the incident, ordered 
the broadcast stopped immediately 
and had corrective announcements 
aired for the rest of the night. 

2 











State Dept. Protests Russ 
Jamming of ‘Voice’ B’casts 


Washington, May 3. 
State Dept. disclosed yesterday 
(2) that on Saturday last it had 
protested to the International Tele- 
communications Union at Geneva 
against the Soviet jamming of 

“Voice of America” broadcasts. 
Protest came from George V. 
Allen, Asst. Secretary of State for 
Public Affairs, who asked the 
union to request the Russians to 
end the jamming, which has been 
going on for the past year. It was | 
claimed that jamming U. S. broad- 
casts beamed to Russia is a viola- 
tion of international agreements. | 


Buffalo Am. Hour 


Buffalo, May 3. 

WKBK is pitching for ABC net- 
work originated shows from Buf- 
falo. Latest try is Ted Mack's 
Amateur Hour from Buffalo tomor- 
row (Wed.). Show will originate at 
Municipal Auditorium under spon- 
sorship of Buffalo Junior Chamber 
of Commerce, with proceeds going 
to Youth Activities Fund. 

In addition to the 8 to 9 o'clock 
broadcast, another hour and a half 
of entertainment by previous ama- 





, teurs will be featured. i 
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KLZ Announcer 


BOB DAVIS 


Bob Davis, a 
topnotch announcing staff, has been 
doing mike work for a dozen years 

another example of the experi- 
enced ‘know-how” that stamps 
KLZ as “The West's First Station.” 


KLZ, Denver. 


member of 








ABC, NBC Walk 


Of Technicians 
Averted Pro Tem 


Walkout threat by technical per- 
sonnel at ABC and NBC was nar- 
rowly averted last weekend follow- 
ing an agreement between the net- 
works and the National Assn. of 
Broadcast Engineers & Technicians 
to extend their contract for one 
week past the expiration date of 
April 30. NABET had broken off 
talks with the networks a week ago 


when the latter rejected the un- | 


ion’s demands. Both sides were 
continuing negotiations until late 
last night (Tues.). 

NABET’s major demand is for a 
general 15% wage hike for engi- 
neers and technicians. The union 
is also asking for a bettering of 
working conditions in television 
where, it claims, some engineers 
have been working 14 hours a day 
without a day off in a month. The 
engineers, however, have been paid 
for overtime under NABET’s cur- 
rent two-year pact. 

NABET is also conducting par- 
allel negotiations with WOR, Mu- 
tual’s N. Y. flagship, -and WOIC, 
Mutual’s Washington outlet. 
NABET is making the same de- 
mands to these station as to the 
nets. A representative of the Fed- 
eral Mediation and Conciliation 
Service, Bernard Forman, has been 
asked to sit in the WOR bargain- 
ing sessions. 


Douglas, MacMahon to 
Spark Textile Workers’ 
10th Anni One-Shotter 


To celebrate its 10th anniver- 
sary, the Textile Workers Union 
(CIO) is sponsoring a 30-minute, 
one-shot program, ‘From Where 
We Came,” over ABC May 14. 
Union is arranging for members to 
hear the show at dinner meetings 
across the country. 

Melvyn Douglas will narrate and 
Aline MacMahon wil! be featured 
in a historical documentary drama- 
tizing the union’s growth. Others 
skedded to speak on the show in- 
clude Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt, Gov. 
Chester Bowles of Conn... Sen. 
Frank P. Graham, N. C., and Emil 
Rieve, TWUA prexy. Furman, 
Feiner & Co. is the agency. 








MARCH TUBE SALES OFF; 


3-MONTH DROP 207, 


Washington, May 3. 

Reflecting the overall decline in 
production of radio sets, March 
sales of receiving tubes, totaling 
14,505,000, fell off about 3,700,000 
from the same month of last year. 
The month’s output, however, was 
1,800,000 over that of February, ac- 
cording to the Radio Manufacturers 
Assn. 

Sales for the first quarter of 
1949 approximated 40,658,000, a 
drop of about 20% from the corre- 
sponding period of last year. About 
three-fourths of the quarter’s pro- 
duction went for new sets, the re- 
mainder for replacement and ex- 
port. 


Hooper’s Top 15 and the Opposition 





KLZ's | 


(April 30) 
Total 
Sponsored network network 
Program Ho@éperating competition competition 
Radio Theatre......... 21.9 Gabriel Heatter....... 7.1 12,7 
Fishing & Hunting Club 1.6 
Johns-Manville News.. 1.9 
Telephone Hour...... 7.3 
OS i Pe era oe rere 
Walter Winchell ....... 19.8 Electric Theatre...... 4.8 13.9 
Orig. broadcast 18.9 
Added by second 
broadcast erg.0 eT 
Fibber McGee & Molly. 19.8 Erwin D. Canham 1:5 10.8 
Johns-Manville News.. 1.9 
My Friend Irma........ 19.4 Arthur Gaeth........ 0.9 9.7 
American Forum 1.6 
Contented Program 5.9 
Arthur Godfrey's Talent 
IE ico cask ates ce See Railroad Hour........ 6.7 14.1 
Henry J. Taylor 1.5 
Adv. of Sherlock Holmes 4.5 
Voice of Firestone 5.5 
Jack Benny - 16.0 Horace Heidt 7.0 12.1 
Orig. broadcast 14.5 Original broadcast 5.2 
Added by second Added by second 
broadcast . 1.57 broadcast . 1.87 
Crime Photographer.... 15.6 Jo Stafford Show ao©6O CoS 
Johns-Manville News 1.9 
Sealtest Variety Show. 8.4 
Bob Hope... cvcee ictus aoe America’s Town Meet- 
ing niece reese 17.8 
We, the People....... 12.0 
Gabriel Heatter....... 30 
2eople Are Funny...... 14.6 ME ncn bee 7.5 
BUSOENSE 8... cn csegen 14.0 Gabriel Heatter..... 3.8 15.0 
Music Hall oo. 
Stop the Music........ 13.9 Adv. of Sam Spade.... 9.1 17.4 
Lum and Abner....... 6.6 
Fred Allen 8.2 
Mystery Theatre....... 13.8 This Is Your Life 9.4 15.0 
Inner Sanctum......... 13.4 Railroad Hour........ 6.7 153 
Straight Arrow 5 aac 
Cavalcade of America. 5.4 
Truth or Consequences. 13.7 Take a Number..... . 4.0 14.7 
Duffy’s Tavern «eee eee Milton Berle... i...2% 8.2 Wy | 
Cry Baie oss bas te 
Gabriel Heatter....... 4.1 
Mr. District Attorney... 13.7 Groucho Marx 12.4 17.8 


—_——-—_— 


Johns-Manville News.. 1.9 


+ Second broadcast on same day in some cities provides more 
than one opportunity to hear program. 





ae | 





Philco Philly Production Halted 





In Help Wage Contract Dispute 


Gets His Heart’s Desire, 


Winning $25,000 Suit 


Hollywood, May 3. 

Another radio plagiarism suit 
went the way of the plaintiff last 
week when Edward Kovacs was 
awarded $25,000 by a jury in 
superior court against Raymond R. 
Morgan agency, Philip Morris and 
Don Lee-Mutual. Show was in- 
demnified. 

Kovacs alleged his idea was ap- 
propriated by “Heart's Desire,” the 
suit being filed two years after 
show first was put on the air and 
three months after it had been 
withdrawn. 


NBC Pointing Chi 
Chiefly to TV? 


Chicago, May 3. 

NBC is reportedly slicing acutely 
its AM radio staff in the central 
division headquartered here in 
preparation for strengthening Chi- 
cago as a television program origi- 
nation point. Web yesterday 
(Mon.) handed two-weeks’ notices 
to 32 radio st#fiers with more re- 
ported in all departments except | 
video. | 

Recent trade talk that I. E.| 
Showerman, veepee in charge of. 
the central division, will be moved 
to an NBC berth in New York is 
unconfirmed. Insiders report his 
Chi veepee post will be handed 
soon to Jules Herbuveaux, now 
managing WNBQ, the web’s owned- 
and-operated video outlet here. 





Denny Denies 
NBC exec veepee Charles R. 
Denny yesterday (Tues.) 
reports of the web's big shakeup 
in central division radio. He con- 





ceded Showerman had made some. 
“routine staff changes,” but said 
there have been no overall cuts. 
He said, too, the web has no in- 
tention of decreasing Chi’s pres- 
jent status in its radio setup. \ 


denied | 


Philadelphia, May 3. 

Production of Philco radios, tele- 
vision sets and refrigerators came 
to a full halt yesterday morning 
(2) when 6.500 employees of the 
company’s 22 plants and ware- 
houses in this city staged a work 
stoppage as the result of a contract 
dispute with the management. 
Philco called the employees’ action 
a strike, while Locals 101 and 102, 
United Electrical Radio and Ma- 
chine Workers, CIO, called the ac- 
tion a lockout. 

Massed pickets staged a three- 
hour parade around the_ huge 
northeast Philadelphia radio and 
television plant, as well as around 
the refrigerator division in another 
section of the city. The pickets 
kept out all help, office and cler- 
ical, permitting only maintenance 
engineering, payroll and personnel 
emplovees to get past. 

State and federal mediators an- 
nounced that the union and the 


‘company had agreed to meet Fri- 


day (6) to try and settle the dis- 
pute. The conciliators worked all- 
day Sunday but failed to bring 
both sides together for a confer- 
ence. The strike technically began 


_at Saturday midnight (30), when 


the Philco contract expired. Wil- 
liam Balderson, president of the 
company, said that management 
was willing to extend the contract 
to Sept. 1, provided the wage ques- 
(Continued on page 34) 


Rival Hartford Stations 
Split Ball Game Airings 
In Cute Contretemps 


Hartford, May 3. 

Dropping all competitive inter- 
ests for the alleged furtherance of 
a community cause, stations WONS 
and WTHT are cooperating in the 
airing of all games of the Hart- 
ford Chiefs, baseball club affiliate 
of the Eastern League. WONS !s 
airing games Monday through Fri- 
day, with WTHT ethering the play- 
by-play activities of the local club 
Saturday and Sunday. 

This marks one of those rare oC 
casions when two competing sta- 
tions in the same city carry the 
full play-by-play activities of a ball 





club. It's usually a dog and cat 
fight. WTHT-FM is airing the 
(Continued on page 34) 
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NBC’S SUMMER 








Lux Leads Nielsen 


Jack Benny slumped from second to fifth place in the second 
National Nielsen Ratings, compiled for the March 20-26 week. 
Projected figures, representing total listenership throughout the 
country, show Lux Theatre continuing in the No. 1 spot, with 


“Godfrey’s Talent Scouts” climbing into second. 


Homes figure is 


obtained by multiplying the rating by 37,623,000—the 1948 esti- 


mate of total U. S. radio homes. 


Program 
Lux Radio Theatre .....-+.++++- 
Godfrey’s Talent Scouts ....... 
Fibber McGee and Molly ...... 
My Friend Irma .......++++++- 
Jack Benny ...---eeeeeseeeees 
Walter Winchell ............-- 
Bob Hope .. 
Amos ’n’ Andy ....-seeeeereees 
Mystery Theatre ....-++++e+e- 
People Are Funny ....+-+-+++-- 
Suspense ....--+++s jiateaniee es 
Mr. Keen ...-.-esee Pore, Oe ere 
Mr. District Attorney ........-- 
Mr. and Mrs. North ........... 
Adventures of Sam Spade...... 


se eeeereeorereeeeree 


Homes 
(in thousands) Ratings 
wiaielee 13,018 34.6 
re eo 9,970 26.5 
Reeerand 9,481 25.2 
me are 8,691 23.1 
ba eine 8,127 21.6 
Letcone 7,750 29.6 
ns 7,525 20.0 
ee 7,261 19.3 
5 i Grae 7,073 18.8 
pitas eae 6,998 18.6 
‘ehin bs 6,998 18.6 
aaron 6,960 18.5 
dase 6,923 18.4 
eae enes 6,772 18.0 
bidtato cence 6,735 17.9 








Canadian Announcer Fired; ‘Violated 


Oath’ By Citing CBC for 227% Pay Nick 


Toronto, May 3. 
Sequel to an article in the Stand- 
ard, a Canadian weekly, in which 


he blasted the Canadian Broadcast- | 


ing Corp. for deducting a 22% 
commission on commercially spon- 
sored program announcing chores, 
Joel Aldred, announcer on the staff 
of CJBC, Toronto, was fired Satur- 
day (30) by the CBC. 
Explanation of CBC management 
was that Aldred was dismissed be- 
cause “he publicly expressed dis- 
satisfaction with the terms under 
which he worked,” that he violated 
the “CBC oath of secrecy.” Fired 
on a day’s notice, Aldred, who 
claims he grossed $12,000 a year 
as a CBC announcer before the 


22% deductions, had stated in the, 


magazine article, he admitted, that 
he was dissatisfied with his em- 
ployment conditions on the CBC 


+ 





_ b ] . se 

Heidt’s Packaging Biz 

Hollywood, May 3. 

Horace Heidt has gone into the 
packaging biz, and will produce 
his own shows for both radio and 
tele. First by his company is an 
audience participation show, “Find 
My Twin,” which was recorded at 
NBC over the weekend. 

Joseph C. Donahue, former 
agency exec, heads the sales or- 
ganization here. Offices also will 
be maintained in N. Y. 


ABC Billings Hit 
New Peak for Ist 





and that he might move to the, 


U. S. The Toronto announcer’s 
dismissal is termed by him as “a 
manifestation of the fear complex 
rapidly developing within the 
CBC.” 

A CBC statement said: 
CBC has a system of remuneration 
for staff announcers, such as Al- 


(Continued on page 36) 


Mull Music, Guest 
Setup as WW Sub 


Attempting to hold on to Wal- 
ter Winchell’s top news comment- 
ary rating of 25.7, William H. 
Weintraub agency is mulling a mu- 
sic and comedy summer replace- 
ment for the gabber, using top- 
flight guest stars. The agency for 





Kaiser-Frazer, Winchell’s bankroll- | 


er, ls parleying with Bing Crosby, 
Al Jolson, Jack Benny, Bob Hope, 
Burns & Allen, Milton Berle, Frank 
Sinatra and Tony Martin on the 
possibility of their each taking over 
the Sunday 9 p.m. spot on ABC 
for one quarter-hour broadcast. 
The hiatus stanza will start in 


mid-July and run for seven weeks, 


which gives Weintraub and Kai- 
ser-Frazer time to make a decision. 


In previous years Winchell’s sum- | 


mer replacement stanza was some- 
times split three ways, with news, 
sports and women’s commentators 
each getting five minutes on the 
broadcasts. In ’48 the assignment 


was taken over by Ben Grauer, re- | 


porting the news, and Arlene Fran- 
eee from the Stork Club, 





Magnavox Slashes 


Chicago May 3. 

Magnavox Co. joined the price- 
Slashing parade of radio manufac- 
turers by cutting priees on 12 mod- 
els of radio-phonographs. 

General sales manager Roy Bos- 
cow said that cuts will range from 
$15 to $161, and will amount to 
almost 40% in some cases. New 
Prices were effective Monday (2). 


“The 


Quarter of 49 


ABC's gross billings during the 
first three months of 1949 hit a 
new peak of $12,133,003, compared 
with the previous high of $11,857,- 
464 racked up in the initial quar- 
ter of °48. The ’49 figure is 3% 
'more than the same period last 
| year. 
| According to 


Fred Thrower, 


ABC’s sales v.p., the web signed | 
firm orders for new network biz | 


amounting to $570,402 during the 


three-month period. An_ even 
higher sum, $784,685, was brought 
in by the chain’s video sales over 
the same period. 


Thrower’s report declares that | 


ABC is “the only network to show 
successive yearly Hooper in- 
creases” in the cream commercial 
nighttime period, 6-11 p.m. The 
Hooper tabulations, which cover 
the January-March period, show 
CBS in first place with 11.6, fol- 
lowed by NBC with 11.0, ABC with 
| 9.6 and MBS with 4.3. Comparing 
the first quarter of °49 with the 
same period of '46 reveals ABC up 
68°7, CBS up 7%, MBS down 4°% 
'and NBC down 25%. 





Berle, Sullivan Win 
Jewish Vets Awards 


Milton Berle has been kudosed 
with another award. The “Texaco 
Star Theatre’ comic has been 
/named as “the year’s outstanding 
performer,” and Ed Sullivan cited 
ifor his journalistic efforts in behalf 
|of hospitalized vets, by the Jewish 
' War Veterans. 

Berle and Sullivan will headline 
an all-star JWV show at Madison 
|Square Garden, N. Y., May 18. 
WEVD, N. Y., will carry two hours 
|of the benefit and Arthur Godfrey, 





-Kate Smith, Martin Block and Jinx | 


Falkenburg have cut transcribed 
spots to promote the event. 


11 SLOTS TGOPEN 
-FOR SHOWCASING 





| NBC, virtualy forced to develop | 
its creative programming talents as | 


a result of the CBS talent raids 


last fall and winter, will have at | 


\least 11 half-hours of nighttime 
space available this summer to 
, showease any house-built packages 
it comes up with. Of the web’s 


total of 25 sponsored nighttime | 


| shows, two are definitely staying 
|on the air throughout the summer, 
{eight more will have sponsored re- 


will have to be replaced by NBC. 


Web has made a partial start on | 


{its house-packaging with the new 
Dean Martin-Jerry Lewis program, 


tentatively scheduled to replace | 
Bob Hope for Lever Bros. when | 


Hope starts his vacation after June 
7. Contemplated mammoth give- 
away show, which NBC plans to 
slot in the Sunday night at 7 time 
to buck CBS’ Jack Benny, is still 
in the developmental stage. But 
it looks now as though it will be 
an hour-long program originating 
on the Coast and utilizing Holly- 
woo’ stars as participants. 
Friday Biggest Gap 

Biggest gap that will have to be 
replaced by NBC occurs on Friday, 
when Jimmy Durante vacates the 
8:30 spot for the summer, Red 
Skelton pulls out of the 9:30 pe- 
riod and “Life of Riley” takes a 
vacation at the 10 o’clock time. 
Thursday night will also be open, 
with General Foods deciding to 
take time off for both ‘Aldrich 
Family” at 8 and Burns & Allen 
at 8:30. Colgate similarly is va- 
cating for the summer its back-to- 
| back Saturday night slotting, in- 
|cluding Judy Canova at 9:30 and 
|Dennis Day at 10. DuPont’s 
“Cavalcade of America” will take 
time off from its Monday night at 
8 period. In addition, RCA is 
dropping the Robert Merrill show 
Sundays at 5 p.m. and Ford dealers 
is giving up the Fred Allen time, 
Sunday nights at 8. 


Staving on for the summer are | 
Raleighs’ ‘‘People are Funny,” in | 


the Tuesday night at 10:30 slot and 
‘the Camels-sponsored “Screen 


wuild Players,” aired Thursday | 


nights at 10. Replacements so far 
set, in addition to Martin and 
Lewis, include: Henry Morgan, 
‘going in for “Duffy’s Tavern” un- 
der Bristol-Myers’ sponsorship 
Wednesdays at 9 p.m.; Guy Lom- 
‘'bardo for the Phil Harris-Alice 
‘Faye show Sundays at 7:30 for 
Rexall; a musical show, probably 
(Continued on page 34) 





CBS 49 Grid Coverage 
| To Be Based on Its New 
Simultaneous System 


| CBS’ regular gridiron coverage 
_in the 1949 season will be based 
on “Football Roundup,” reporting 
on more than 30 games simultane- 
‘ously by direct pickup, telephone, 
‘regional accounts and press asso- 
ciation wire reports. 
_type of pigskin reporting, brain- 
child of CBS sports director Red 
Barber, was tried experimentally 


four times in ’48. Davidson Tay- | 


|lor, the web’s public affairs v.p., 
said the decision to use the tech- 
nique this fall resulted from its 
| Wide acceptance by listeners. 


Taylor explained that contests | 
‘of national interest will get in- | 


dividual coverage by Barber, but 
it is expected that the “Roundup” 
will be used on 80% of the net’s 
grid broadcasts. Idea of the mul- 
tiple coverage is to stress high- 
lights of many games instead of 
detailed play-by-plays of a single 
contest. Operating in New York, 
Barber will call in broadcasters 
from various stadia for two-to- 
four minute on-the-scene reports, 
once each quarter. 

Connie Desmond, Ernie Harwell 
and Warren Brown will be the reg- 
ular reporters for the direct pick- 
ups. The program is available for 
sponsorship with the talent and 
\productivn net estimated at $5,000. 


OPPORTUNITY 





placements, four are indefinite at | 
this time and the remaining 11 


This new) 


— 





‘Skyrocket Bids’ on Talent Decried By 
~ Sarnoff; Could Have Held Lost Stars 


* RCA board chairman David Sar- 
9 noff declared yesterday (Tues.) that 
RCA’s l,, Net Up | NBC could have held on to the 

RCA’s net profits for the first | name stars it lost via CBS’ talent 
quarter of 1949 were $5,932,- |raids if it wanted to match the 
083, an increase of $167,585 | price, but thought such “skyrocket 
over the same period last year. bidding” unwise. Speaking at the 
Figure, revealed at the annual | annual RCA stockholders’ meet in 
stockholders’ meet yesterday | NBC’s Radio City, N. Y., he pre- 
(Tues.) in N.Y. by RCA board | dicted, without mentioning CBS by 
chairman David Sarnoff, re- | name, that that web will eventually 
presents earnings of 37.1c per | lose whatever profits it might now 
share, as compared with 35.8¢ | be amassing with its new stars, 
per common share for the since they are over-priced. 
same period in 1948. In his annual summation of the 

Company’s consolidated | operations of NBC, a wholly-owned 
gross income, Sarnoff said, was RCA _ subsidiary, Sarnoff stated: 
$92,327,827, as compared with | “We believe time will show there 
$88,053,297 for the same period | js no profit to the network, spon- 
last year. This represents an sor or artist in the purchase of 
increase of $4,274,530 over the overpriced talent packages. Com- 
1948 figure. |mercial program costs must be 
| measured by what radio is able to 
deliver to advertising sponsors. 
According to recent trade reports, 
some of the so-called ‘assets’ pur- 
chased in these talent raids already 
are dwindling.” 

Sarnoff elicited heavy applause 


+ 
Lever May Sign 
> J 
Martin & Lewis from the stockholders with his dec- 
laration that “leadership built over 


the years on a foundation of solid 
| service cannot be snatched over- 
or ‘i night by buying a few high-priced 


comedians.”” Network leadership, 

Deal was near the inking stage — oo ° re rye 
— : oat : e took what was believed to be 
this week for Lever Bros. to pick another veiled crack at CBS later 
up the tab on the new Dean Mar- jn his speech by pointing out 
tin-Jerry Lewis show on NBC, with RCA’s many diversified interests 
the comedy pair expected to go and sources of income. During the 
into the Tuesday night at 9 slot as | 30 years of RCA’s history, he said, 
a summer replacement for Bob “we have often witnessed com- 
Hope. Latter is set to take a 13- panies in the industry that operat- 
week vacation after his June 7 ed on a single front without di- 
broadcast, indicating Martin and versifying their products or serv- 
Lewis, now aired on a sustaining 
basis Sunday nights at 6:30, will 
take over for Hope starting 


ie won: Benny Costs CBS 














(Continued on page 34) 





Two other potential 
have also bid for the pair but 
Lever Bros. reportedly has the in- 


side track. NBC is also pitching | 
them for a television show, which | Another $15 (M0) 
| the soap outfit might bankroll also. | 9 
|'Comics will be in New York at) 
least until Aug. 1 and the web 
plans to have them guest on as 
many TV shows as possible to sea- 
son them for the visual medium, week 
which is expected eventually to be | — 
their forte. Already set are appear- to joo ghey ~~. he Ag Ra 
‘Star Theatre,” the “Admiral Broad. ¢Y¢'¥, Point dropped by Benny in 
‘way Revue” and Hank Ladd’s “Ar. | tte Hooperatings when compared 
oar ey * to his rating during the similar pe- 
eile di . P 'riod on NBC last year. Latest 
NBC is still having trouble, | Hoopers give the comedian-a 16, as 
meanwhile, rounding the team’s 
sais ‘compared to the 20.7 he chalked up 
AM format into suitable Shape. |when on NBC in 1948. If Ameri- 
Despite some acute script tighten- | oan Tobacco, as reported gets the 
press their ante Tate eas teacezg ene of that point, the’ total. dip 
‘ete : wou e rounded off to five points 
minutes and, as a result, each of : ; 4 ; : 
‘their five shows to date has heen |e nave cost CBS: the 
| put on tape. In that way, they can Ss : : 
; Spokesmen for CBS declined to 
Me sacd down to the half-hour | discuss the deal, which was promul- 
a | gated solely by board chairman 


Duo, in addition, has been run- | wi); 
ning into trouble with guest stars | ne b> SESE. Bier. Seas Ginter 


E tioned about it at a recent stock- 
‘ 

= ae se peg abe wd holders meet but refused to go into 

quest bilat » perstanent-aodt “ the details, declaring only that it was a 

routine. Several of the guests ap- short-term protective arrange- 


pearing so far have reportedly | ent. Web spokesmen, mean- 


- d : hile, explained Benny’s rating dip 
been dissatisfied with Gh 
<iia> Uk te SSoarase.” "aides | by noting that the latest figure rep- 


: | resents the Easter Sunday listen- 
Carroll, for example, cut a show ; . ; 
with Martin and Lewis last Tues- | ing. Easter weather this year was 


‘day (26) for Sunday night’s (1) | better than in 1948; hence, less 


stanza but subsequently attempted | eagle Asa nome to listen % 
‘to pull out. Producer-director | a8: 


Robert Redd then tried to get. 


Ste" unatttanata tame! CBS Inks Cy Howard 
To Longterm Pact 


make it until the following week, | 
Hollywood, May 38. 


insisting on a script first. Come- | 
dians then cut a second show with- | 

out a star. When it was played| Cy Howard, producer-creator of 
back, it was found the one with CBS’ “My Friend Irma” and “Life 
Miss Carroll was better, so the lat- With Luigi,” has been inked for a 
ter show finally took the air Sun- longterm pact as a producer for 
day night. the web, Hubbell Robinson, Jr., 
the net’s program v.p., announced. 


Armour Drops ‘Hunt’ On |. Howard returned here Monday 
: ; |from New York, where details of 
CBS; ‘Clock Replaces the pact were worked out after 
Armour & Co. is dropping its | preliminary negotiations with Har- 
“Hint Hunt,” CBS cross-the-board | ty S. Ackerman, v.p. and director 
25-minute stanza, and the web is Of Coast network programs. How- 
inserting “Beat the Clock” in the | 2rd will continue as a member of 
4 p.m. slot “Hunt” vacates. the web’s Hollywood creative de- 
“Clock,” now aired at 4:45 p.m.,| partment, producing his two cur 
will be extended 10 minutes to fill rent shows and developing other 
, the time period. original properties for CBS. 


That protective arrangement set 
up by American Tobacco for Jack 
Benny’s switch to CBS reportedly 
|cost the web another $15,000 this 
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Wednesday, May 4, 1949 





JOHNNY OLSEN’S GET TO- 
GETHER 

Preducer: Jack Cleary 

6@ Mins.; Sat., 10 a.m, 

Sustaining 

ABC, from New York 
For its type, ABC's new a.m. au- 


dience participationer has a good 


deal to commend it. Johnny Olsen | 


is a tested emcee and the hour has 


a number of departments that 
should attract Saturday morning 
dialers. Opening stanza Saturday 
(30) began with a community sing 
and Olsen then took his mike 
through the theatre, getting seat- 
holders to warble a tune, best in 
the house getting prizes. Another 
segment was “How I Met My 
Spouse,” with participants relating 
some unusual courtships. Biggest 
laugh-getter \.as an elderly woman 
who told how she met Hubby No. 
2 while waiting on line at a quizzer, 
went on a date with him to another 
broadcast and accepted his pro- 
posal on the subway going home 

Three regular quiz-goers, includ- 
ing the ubiquitous Sadie Hertz, 
provided some laughs as a panel 
advising a man whose wife neg- 
lected household chores in order 
to attend broadcasts. ‘(He got little 
sympathy). There was some good 
material in the “Public Eye’”’ se- 
quence which required a couple 
from the audience to act out a 
scene between a gangster and his 
moll. Program also works in a 
Major Bowes routine, with three 
parents explaining “Why My Kid 
Has Talent” and bringing in the 
youngster to perform. 

Olsen himself sang well ana 
should use more than the one vo- 
cal he did on the preem. “Get To- 
gether” moved quickly, but full 
advantage wasn't taken of fact that 
the show is taped in advance. For 
instance, one contestant’s slip, say- 


ing it was night, could have been | 


cut. And other draggy moments, 
as in Olsen's recorded telephone 
interview with a 101-year-old 
woman, should have been edited 
out. Bril. 


NATIONAL HEALTH INSUR- 
ANCE PROGRAM 
With Gunnar Back, Charles Colling- 
wood 
Producer-Writer: Back 
30 Mins.. Fri. (29), 10:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
CBS, from Washington 
In a good bit of journalistic en- 
terprise, CBS scheduled a special 
half-hour airer Friday (29) night, 
to discuss President Truman's re- 


cent message to Congress for a 
compulsory national health insur- 
ance program. CBS’ report was a 
timely discussion of a serious sub- 
ject. debated simply, earnestly and 
effectively. The net let the people 
involved—the doctors and the av- 
erage American—discuss the mat- 
ter, via a series of tape-recorded 
interviews with the man or woman 
in the street and small and big 
town medico. 

Gunnar Back, of CBS’ Washing- 
ton news staff, did the reporting, 
weaving the taped remarks into a 
Jogical continuity. Charles Col- 
lingwood assisted him. Although 
the usual stock arguments, pro and 
con, were expressed—the costs in- 
volved, danger of socialism, gov- 
ernment interference, violation of 
free enterprise, the need by the 
poor or impoverished—there were 
also some fresh arguments, all of 
it adding up to an important half- 
hour. President Truman’s plan 
was contrasted with others that 
were not compulsory, that passed 
the burden from federal to state 
care and control, etc. Discussion 
must have helped the air, as well 
‘as enlighten the citizenry, and was 


excellent public service program- | 


ming. Bron. 


JAY STEWART’S FUN FAIR 

With Jay Stewart, emcee: audience 
participants; Lou Cook, an- 
nouncer — 

Writer-Producer-Directer: Harfield 

Weedin 
30 Mins.; Sat., 11:30 a.m. 

ABC, from Hollywood 

Transcribed in Hollywood, “Jay 
Stewart's Fun Fair” is an audience 
participation show built around 
people and their pets. Format calls 
for contestants (of all ages) to ex- 
hibit their birds and beasts (for- 
tunately no reptiles on_ airer 
caught). submit to capsule inter- 
views and join in varied quiz 
stunts. It adds up to good human 
interest stuff. 

Under Stewart's emceeing, the 
half-dozen odd contestants on the 
initial show, who were chiefly 
mothers and their children, proved 
an interesting cross-section of pet 
lovers. In Keeping with approved 
procedures on participationers, the 
show’s guestees were rewarded 
with umpteen gifts ranging from 
club aluminum to cocker spaniels. 
“Fun Fair’ is a fine family type 
program which should have more 
than average appeal to the mop- 
pets. Gilb. 


THE RAILROAD HOUR 
With Gordon MacRae, host; Lucille | 
Norman, the Sportsmen, John) 
Rarig orch, Billie Burke, others; | 
Marvin Miller, announcer 
Writer: Jean Holloway 
Producer-director: Ken Burton 
30 Mins.: Mon., 8 p.m. 
ASSN. OF AMERICAN RAIL- 
ROADS 
ABC, from Hollywood 
“The Railroad Hour” switched to_ 
a warm weather format Monday 
(2) with a new series that’s built, 
around bits of backstage memo-| 
rabilia of noted composers. Initial 
show of the summer edition was 
woven around the 1927 Broadway 
preem of the Jerome Kern-Oscar 
Hammerstein, IJ, “Show Boat.” 
Dramatic portion of the program 
was handled well while warblers 
Gordon MacRae and Lucille Nor- 


man, the Sportsmen, — harmony 
group, and John Rarig’s band 
capably interpreted the classic 


Kern score. 

While the dramatized reaction of 
Kern and Hammerstein to the 
opening of the musical at the 
Ziegfeld may have seemed some- 
what apochryphal to some listen- 
ers, its historical accuracy was as- 
sured, for this section of the script 
was based upon material provided 
by the composer's widow. Brief, 
but touching, was Billie Burke’s ac- 
ceptance of a scroll from the Assn. 
of American Railroads in honor of 
the writer on behalf of Mrs. Kern. 
Institutional message of the associa- 
tion rapped the government’s pol- 
icy of developing tax-free water- 
ways in competition to its 132 mem- 
ber roads. On the whole the show 
is palatable summer iare. Gilb. | 


THE WORLD IS OUR BEAT 
With Bill Downs, Eric Sevareid, 

Howard K. Smith, David Shoen- 

brun, Edward R. Murrow, Rich- 

ard C. Hottelet, Larry Lesueur 
Producer: Lee Bland 
30 Mins.; Wed. (27), 11 a.m. | 
Sustaining 
CBS, from New York 

Sneak-previewed over CBS last 
week, “The World Is Our Beat” is 
a show that will rack up plenty of 
news-hungry listeners if it’s aired | 
as a regular stanza. Idea is a con- | 
ference call or party-line session 
with seven top web reporters kick- 
ing around some of the hot issues 
of the day. Taking part in the gab- 
fest were Bill Downs (Berlin), 
David Shoenbrun (Paris), Howard 
K. Smith (London), Eric Sevareid 
| (Washington) and Edward R. Mur- 
| row, Richard C. Hottelet and Larry 
| Lesueur, the latter three in New 
| York. 

The show was taped, allowing for 
editing and reshuffling of the news- 
casters’ reports, views and ques- 
tions. In editing, a voice was added | 
to make clear the transition from 
capital to capital and to help the 
listener follow the thread of ideas. 
The ideas came aplenty, but they 
were simply and succinctly put and 

|'the hodge-podge, helter-skelter ef- | 

fect that dooms many round-table | 
airings was avoided. Though they 
were scattered around the globe, 
the CBS correspondents were able | 
to come to a meeting of minds. 

Subjects covered ranged from 
the civil war in China to unifica- 
tion of Germany, but the welter of 

facts was neatly integrated. Dif- 
ferences in American, British and 
French policies were brought into 
sharp relief and the dialer was 
,Ziven a rounded, authoritative pic- 
ture. If any airer can point up the 
tight inter-relation of foreign and 
domestic affairs, of events on the 
Yangtze and on the Rhine, “The 
World Is Our Beat,” is it. Bril. 


| 


THROUGH MANY THINGS 
With Suzanne Holeten 
Producer-Writer: Miss Holeten 
15 Mins.; Fri., 7:10 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WGHF-FM, from N. Y. 

“Through Many Things,” which 
has as its weekly theme the 
psychological effect incidents and 
people have on an individual. had 
an interesting yarn Friday (28) iy 
its presentation of an _ original 
script, “Body Without Soul.” Show 
teed off with three recordings and | 
then segued into a narration based 
on a connotation the different 
records had. Typical of the inter- 
mingling of platters and story was 
the spinning of the three tunes, 
“Laura,” “Margie” and “And 
Mimi,” and the relative import- 
ance a trio of giris with those 
names had in influencing the nar- 
rative. 

_ Plot dealt with conditions and in- 
cidents responsible for a young 
man latching on to a neighborhood 
gang, which eventually led to his 
arrest after getting involved in a 
gang war. Suzanne Holeton created 
a certain amount oc eerieness and 
the proper suspense in her han- 
dling of the narration and produc- 
tion, 


‘ 








| 
| 





HARRY SALTER 


MUSICAL DIRECTOR 
Stop the Music—ABC 
It Pays to Be Ignorant—CBS 








MR. AND MRS. MUSIC 
With Ted and Doris Steele 
150 Mins., Mon.-thru-Fri., 9:15 a.m. 


PARTICIPATING 

WMCA, N.Y. 

With Bea Wain and Andre 
Baruch withdrawing from _ their 


roles as “Mr. and Mrs. Music” on 
WMCA’s Monday - through - Friday 
morning turntable chore, Ted 
Steele and his wife, Doris, have 
replaced. On the basis of several 
sessions caught, the Steeles evi- 


dently believe firmly that listen- | 


ers prefer a diet of platters seldom 
interrupted by jockeys’ patter. 
Steeles frequently played three or 
four recordings before breaking in 
with identifying comment. 

Couple upon one occasion ob- 
served they hadn’t caught one 
bandleader at a local hotel since 
pressure of their farm duties kept 
them from going. At this point 
Mrs. Steele noted that she got a 
big bang out of Henry McLemiore’s 
column on how grocers improperly 
pack bags. Whereupon Ted led 


into his commercial for Fairmount | 


frozen strawberries, feeling this 
was an ideal springboard. 

Homey small-talk such as this 
apparently is good fodder to keep 
housewives contented. However, 
more of this patter would repre- 
sent a refreshing change of pace 
in contrast to the flood of spot 
announcements’ that literally 
pepper this morning show with 
messages in behalf of everything 
from orange drinks to a kidney 
cure, Gilb. 


— 


INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 
(“Flight From Fear’) 
With Mason Adams, Everett 
Sloane, Gilbert Mack, others 
Writer: John Roebert 
Producer-Director: Hi Brown 
25 Mins., Thurs., 8:30 p. m. 
Sustaining 
WOR, New York 
Mutual teéd off a new mystery 
series, “International Airport,” in 
the 8:30 p.m. slot Thursday night 
(29) over WOR, N. Y. _Initialer, 
“Flight from Fear,’ scripted by 
John Roebert, took a backhanded 
swing at Hollywood. It discussed 
the avariciousness of a pix produ- 
cer, who, having lost his star in an 





accident, picks up an ex-GI extra | 


at the airport and has a plastic 
surgeon make him over to resem- 


ble the deceased, to protect his) 


$400,000 investment in an unfin- 
ished production. He then plans 
to kill the GI upon completion of 
pix to safeguard the hoax. Plan is 
frustrated and the dastard gets his 
just deserts. 


Despite preposterousness of ba- 
sic plot, it was tightly scripted and 
aptly directed by Hi Brown, to 
arrest and sustain interest. It was 
also played well by a competent 
cast. Despite its vague similarity 
to the John Garfield legit starrer, 


“The Big Knife,’ which touches | 


on a somewhat similar theme, it 


was interestingly projected and | 


Edba. 
Et eererreoe ee -- Oe - 


: Followup Comment 
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above par as a sustainer. 


Dr. David Bradley, author of. 


“No Place to Hide,” said that the 
motion picture which he will make 
with Pare Lorentz “largely on 
Bikini,” will be ‘“semi-documen- 
tary,” in an interview on “Hi, Jinx” 


over WNBC, N. Y. (29). Film will | 


be longer than an ordinary docu- 
mentary. 
and will have some questions posed 
“for answer later.’ “It is going to 
be terrific,” he commented. 

Dr. Bradley was an Army physi- 
cian assigned to the Navy to ob- 


serve results at Bikini. He gave a | 


calm though graphic description of 
what might happen if an atom 
bori1b were dropped in the Hudson 
River at New York. 


physician-writer stated, | 





| From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


| Robert E. Kintner, ABC exec v.p., and Earl Mullin, web flack. left 
| Friday (29) for Frisco where KGO-TV will be inaugurated tomorrow 
|(Thurs.)... Robert Hinckley, ABC’s Washington v.p., is also making 
| the trek....Larry Hoover, Young & Rubicam publicity manager, leay- 
ing the agency, with Henry Woods taking over... .ABC’s Betty Clark to 
be featured soloist at annual Skate Queen Contest in Brooklyn May 7 
Phil Alampi, WJZ farm ed, attending Farm Directors’ annual meet 
in’ D.C. Carol Richards and Bob Carroll joining ABC's “It's Time 
For Music,” with Hlene Woods leaving the stanza Andrew McCul- 
lough, formerly with Compton’s radio department, is now with the CBS 
production staff as an assistant director .Tom McDermott has been 
named assistant to Walter Craig, Benton & Bowles v.p.. in charge of 
AM-TV, directing all radio activities for the agency. Raiph S. Butler, 
Jr., has joined the department as a director, taking over the “Perry 
| Mason” assignment. ‘ 

CBS newscaster Edward R.. Murrow and public affairs veepee David- 
son Taylor fiy to Eglin Field, Fla., May 12, for a brushup course at the 
Army Air Univ. there. Murrow will air his May 13 broadcast from 
neighboring Mobile, Ala. Marty Glickman, WMGM< sportscaster, to 
receive citation today (4) at. Syracuse Univ. for meritorious radio ser- 
| vice. He's a Syracuse graduate. Ed Dewnes is directing the new 
|“‘Against the Storm” series on Mutual for Philip Morris Legit 
actress Edith Atwater joined the cast of “Wendy Warren and the 
News” on CBS for General Foods Alan MacAteer new to the cast 
of “Young Widder Brown” Maurice Tarplin, Lamont Johnson and 
Joshua Shelley added to ‘‘Front Page Farrell’ players Lilly Lipton 
back on “Backstage Wife,” across-the-board, NBC, in a running part 
John Derr, CBS assistant sports director, to Louisville for web's cover- 
age of Kentucky Derby Saturday (7) .Elinor Inman, CBS director 
of religious broadcasts, appointed member of newly-created executive 
committee of Assn. of Women Broadcasters....James Seward, CBS 
veepee in charge of operations, trekked to Coast on business Thursday 
(28). 

Fortune Pope, WHOM chief, appointed chairman of foreign language 
station section of Greater New York Fund Stan Freeman, pianist- 
singer-composer of NBC-TV’s “Candlelight Revue,” collabbing with 
Nat Hiken on a series of Broadway sketches Ron Dunn, a native of 
, Canada, who came to New York by way of Texas, has joined WOR 
announcing staff Albert F. Schneider, head instructor at the Cam- 
bridge School of Broadcasting in New York, added as a summer relief 
announcer to WOR Robert Meeker Associates, appointed national 
sales representatives for WGKV, Charleston, W. Va. 

Robert A. Bories, general manager of American Institute of Food 
Products, sponsors of the Johnny Olsen ‘Prince Charming” series on 
WOR, N. Y., to Chi Saturday (7) for the Super-Market convention, then 
to make radio survey in the midwest. ...Les Griffith, WJZ announcer, 
picked as vice-chairman of. Press, Advertising, Radio chapter of the 
American Veterans Committee. Robert A. Low, Saturday Review of 
Literature ad manager, elected chairman; Walter Pick, radio attorney, 
is new secretary, and Victor Sack, director of the “Grand Slam” give- 
away show, is treasurer Martin Bush and Lincoln Adair have started 
a new WGHF stanza, “Great Short Stories of the World.” reading the 
tales on Thursday and Saturday evenings....Young & Rubicam taking 
net, press and sponsor reps on tours through the agency's HQ.... 
Ed Kobak, ex-MBS prexy,. to speak at Ohio State Confab banquet 


IN HOLLYWOOD .. . 


Radio Directors Guild took in 14 new members, 11 of them from 
television George Ellsworth Mellon, onetime financier, has turned 
a hobby into a full time operation to transcribe kid shows for radio 
and animate them for television. For years he has been telling tall 
tales to the youngsters and now he is putting them on platters. First 
of the series, “Castle Land of the Sky.” is being adapted from Mellon's 
flights of fancy by Virginia Cooke and directed by O. J. Neuwerth, both 
from the daytime serial field Knox Manning, veteran KNX news- 
caster, has been named director of Housewives Protective League of 
CBS He'll appear on the strip and also continue with his sponsored 
programs Paul Warwick around with Erv Staudinger of Warwick 
& Legler to talk over radio and tele ccntract with Eddie Cantor 
Raymond R. Morgan back from Paris where he set up the Maurice 
Chevalier show for broadcast in this country... .Sid Strotz’s 51st birth- 
day party was the social event of the radio season ...Cornwell Jackson 
assigned Billy Wilgus to direct and Ed Helwick to script the May 15 
Treasury Dept. bond show, on which President Truman wil] appear, 
making most of the show a must for all four networks. 

Harry Von Zell replaced Ed East at emcee of Columbia's ‘Meet the 
Missus”.... There'll be no ad libbing or breakups when Bob Hope does 
“Death Has a Shadow” on Suspense May 5. Director Tony Leader is 
stickler for timing and strict adherence to the script... Art Linkletter 
and John Guedel off on another trek through the south and east with 
their two shows, “House Party” and “People Are Funny” Edna Best 
‘Mrs. Nat Wolff) is now a regular with Lum and Abner playing a titled 
English lady Don Searle and Andy Haley are cooking up a deal but 
their lips are sealed to outsiders .. Ed Gardner Ampexed two shows 
in advance so he and the missus can loll on the sands of Waikiki for 
two weeks NBC Bud Berend took off for Chicago to be with his 
mother on her 90th birthday. Berne Wilkins, late of KFWB, has 
joined up with Dick Fishell in promoting shows for giveaways 
Jimmy Durante and producer Phil Cohan are so happy over the results 
of their first taping that they'll Ampex rest of the way “Corny” 
Jackson has been spending the weekend digging his mountain chalet 
out of the snow. 


IN CHICAGO... 


WMAQ newscaster Jim Hurlbut made his operatic debut in “Rigo- 
letto” at the Civic Opera House, in two walk-on roles WBBM ers 
Sherry Spring and Barbara Mastrud directing a comedy at Pleiades 
_ Playhouse in Oak Park, Ill.....Carl Greyson joined WGN as staff an- 
-nouncer after year of freelancing .. Lind Bros. trio guested on 
| WBBM’s “Melody Lane” Don MeNeill of “Breakfast Club” made 
guest appearance on Spike Jones’ broadcast Saturday (30) Dick 
| Banbery appointed public relations director of Admiral Radio Corp. 
| -...Milton Wolken has resigned as Chi manager of Storadio Advertis- 
_ing....Lou Cowan’s “R.F.D. America” show aired from Cullman, Ala., 
as feature of county strawberry festival. ...Betty Pospichel new aide 
_of WGN assistant station manager Paul Brines .. NBC agriculture 
director William Drips and assistant Paul Visser in Washington for 
Farm Radio conference. 

_ Chi Bar Association saluted yesterday (3) for diamond jubiiee. Spe- 

cial WGN program features singer June Brown, interviewer Jehn 
| Weigel and flutist Ernest Lieg! WBBM announcer Dick Slade inte! 
viewed medics at opening of Chi cancer exhibit ...Composer Jobn 
Alden Carpenter guested by WMAQ's Elizabeth Hart... NBC producer 
Bob Wamboldt in New York for talent auditions Author Vincent 
Starrett hosted by WJJD's Emmett Dedmon.... Ralph Edwards in Chi 
for “This Is Your Life” stunt....WGN farm director Hal Totten in 
Washington for farm conference.... WBBM staffer Stelle Kinal to wed 
B. Trella in September... Singer Patsy Lee guested on WJJD “Quiz 
down”... .Newscaster Lowell Thomas broadcast from WBBM for CBS 
net last week Gerry Meyers new WBBM sales staffer NBC vis- 








itors from N. Y. include veepee Harry Kopf, sales promotion manager 
, Jacob Evans and salesman Chuck Phillips. 
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New Chi FM Longhair Putting Up 














Strong Fight for Share of Audience MEANS MORE BIZ To Capture 


Chicago, May : 

Example of how an independent | 
FM station can compete with large 
established AM outlets is being 
shown by WMOR, newest of the 
Chi FM’s. Indie was launched 
commercially March 20 by a group 
of war vets with the aim of spe- 
cializing in longhair programs of 
music and drama. WMOR now 
airs a total of 84 hours per week, 
of which 12 are commercially 
sponsored. : 

Program leans heavily on sym- 
phonic music, British plays and 
American folk music. Only 20% 
of the program scheduled is lined 
for standard pop. 

Ralph Wood, Jr., 28-year-old 
prexy, who doubles as station man- 
ager, admitted that he is operat- 
ing only on 40% of cost at the 
present, but was “agreeably sur- 
prised” at the figures. Wood fig- 
ured to lose money until late fall 
of 1949, but said that he is ad- 
vancing that deadline to Aug. 1, 
when WMOR will start getting into 
the black. 

Airing Extended 


Promotion director Herb Kraus 
revealed that in first month of op- 
eration more than 1,300 letters had 
been received, “of which only two 
were unfavorable.” Kraus said a 
deal is pending which will give 
WMOR lisieners several hours per 
week of music from the British 
Broadcasting Corp. symphony. 

Indie is currently on the air 
from noon till midnight. The 84- 
hour ‘total hours will be boosted to 
104 within several weeks, when 
WMOR starts airing from 7 a. m. 
until midnight. 

Encouraged by the Chi response, } 
the indie is proceeding with more 
cultural fare. Latest acquisition 
to the program sked is Dr. Rich- 
ard Waterman, of Northwestern U., 
who will disk an “anthropological” 
show Friday nights with first-hand 
recordings of primitive folk music 
from Africa, East and West Indies | 
and South America. 





Breakfast Club’ 
In NY. 10-Day P.A. 


Chicago May 3. 

Don McNeill’s “Breakfast Club” 
troupe goes on an eastern tour in 
May, with engagements and _ per- 
sonal appearances in five cities. | 
Itinerary includes a 10-day en- 
Bagement at the 48th Street thea- 
tre New York, May 23 to June 2, 
topped with a show on the Mall in 
Central Park June 3. 

Troupe will make appearances in 
Atlantic City, Baltimore, Washing- 
ton and Worcester, Mass. 


WBAL Raises $20,000 For 
Cancer in 1-Day Auction. 


Baltimore, May 3. 

More than $20,000 was raised for 
the American Cancer’ Society’s 
campaign in Maryland last Satur- 
day (30) when WBAL and WBAL- 
TV held an all-day radio and tele- 
vision auction. 

One hundred nine items, includ- 
ing three 1949 automobiles were 
auctioned off during the day, with 
Nick Campofreda, WBAL’s star, 
acting as emcee. 

The $20,000 raised was entirely 
Separate from the $50,000 WBAL- 
TV raised for the Cancer Fund in 
conjunction with the Milton Berle 
Marathon show. | 


Lane’s Mc-E Post 


Hollywood, May 3. 

Thomas H. Lane, who resigned 
last week as radio-advertising vee- 
pee for Rexall, takes a vice-presi- 
deat post with McCann-Erickson 
in N. Y. June 1. 

_He'll be a member of the ad- 
Visory committee on advertising 
Plans, and will be assigned to gen- 








ral administrative duties. \ 





| 1,030ke, 


Quick Change 


Lynn Stone and Addy Rich- 
ton, co-authors of CBS’ “Hill- 
top House” soaper, took a 
week’s holiday in New Orleans 
after finishing a script se- 
quence in which the hero and 
heroine enjoy a honeymoon in 
the historic Southern city. 

The script team had written 
the New Orleans chapter of 
the romance using material 
from travel brochures, but 
when they arrived in Louisi- 
ana they found their radio 
geography incorrect — levees 
weren’t where they should be 
and fruits and flowers men- 
tioned were out of season. So 
the girls caught a plane back 
to New York in time to get the 
levees moved and the flora and 
fauna corrected before air 
time Monday (2). 


Spokane Seeking 
Hub Wavelength: 


CBS Beef on Ohio 


Washington, May 3. 
The Federal Communications 
Commission was asked last week to 
authorize the use of 1,030kc, a class 


I-B clear channel assigned to WBZ, 
Boston, for a 50kw_ station in 
Spokane. The request was made by 
Louis Wasmer, owner of KGA, who 
told the Commission his present 
50kw operation on 1,510ke doesn’t 
cover enough territory. 

Wasmer asked for a special serv- 
ice authorization, subject to FCC 
cancellation at any time, to use 
similar to that under 
which KOB, Albuquerque, has 
been operating for some years on 
770ke over the protest of WJZ, 
New York, which agreed to KOB’s 
use of it during the war. KOB was 
originally assigned the use of 1,030 
but was given an SSA to shift to 
770 when interference resulted. It 
has an application pending for 
permanent use of the frequency, 
which is awaiting the outcome of 
the clear channel proceedings. 

KGA contends that 1,030ke auto- 
matically became a Class I-B chan- 
nel when it was assigned to KOB 








'and that the Commission’s failure 


to utilize the frequency deprives 
the public of radio service. The 


most logical location for the alloca- | 


tion of the frequency, it declares, is 
in the Pacific Northwest where, 
with proper directional equipment, 
it can serve a large area without in- 
terfering with Boston. 


The station said it could still! 
use 1,030ke without causing inter- | 
|ference even if the Commission 


should decide to move KOB to the 
frequency. 

CBS petitioned the Commission 
last week in opposition to the 
establishment of a 5kw station in 
Galion, 


posed outlet would cut off 134,000 
listeners from its Boston outlet, 
WEEI, which uses the same chan- 
nel. 

Most of these listeners, itadded, 
receive no primary signal from any 
other station: affiliated with the 
network. 


CBS Gets A&A Summer 
Sub, ‘Call Police,’ Too 


CBS, which copped “Amos ’n’ 





over its summer replacement, 
“Call the Police.” The cops-and- 
robbers stanza will go into the 7:30 
p. m. Sunday spot June 5, for a 
17-week run. It had been on NBC 
the previous two summers. 

Lever Bros. will sponsor fer Rin- 
so, via Ruthrauff & Ryan. 


O., on the 590ke fre-. 
quency. The web claimed the pro-| 


L BILLINGS UP 








CUT IN ENGLISH 


| One of the liveliest segments of 
| the AM industry today is the for- 
eign-language indie. Not only are! 
the multi-lingo outlets reporting | 
upped billings and increased non- 
English skeds, but under the aegis | 
of WOV, N. Y., they are prepping 
for a clinic discussing their special- 
ized problems and techniques. The 
parley will be held in New York 
June 15 or 17. | 

Call for the clinic 4vas issued 
by Ralph Weil, WOV prexy, to im-| 
plement the NAB Independents’ 
Day policy of greater inter-indie 
collaboration. The WOV clinic will 
cover the gamut of problems 
facing multi-language broadcasters, 
including a discussion of commu- 
nity research by Dr. Sidney Ro- 


| slow, head of The Pulse, Inc.; 
‘analysis of sociological trend) 
among  foreign-speaking groups, 


presented in cooperation with the 
Common Council for American 
Unity; a study of the impact of TV 
on the specialized audience; and 
data on population ups and downs. 

Because of the great interest 
among stations who want to add 
foreign-language shows, the meet- 
ing will blueprint methods of get- 
ting into the field successfully. An- 
other problem to be covered is 
group representation, so that a 
| Single agency can sign up biz for 
the outlets. The clinic will also 
spell out program techniques and 
{reveal sources for free stanzas— 
the French Broadcasting System, 
for example, providing cuffo shows 
in Italian. 

Bigger Listenership 


One of the facts the multi-lan- 
, guage outlets point to is the im- 
portance of their stations for the 
| foreign-speaking population. When- 
ever broadcasts in a_ foreign 
|tongue are dropped—and some 
| programs beamed at less numerous 
'foreign groups have been cancelled 
jin the past few years—a host of 
| protests are received. Listenership | 
jin Italo-American homes, surveys | 
| show, is 16% greater than listen- | 
| ership in overall metropolitan New | 
| York homes. That this pays off) 
| financially is seen in a WOV re- 
| port of an 11% boost in business 
|for the first quarter of '49 com-| 
| pared with the same period of '48. 
| WHOM, N. Y., which carries 115) 
|/hours weekly in six foreign lan- 
'guages, increased its non-English 
‘time from 60% to 86% of its total 
_sked after Generoso Pope, pub- 
‘lisher of Il Progresso Italo-Ameri- 
cano, took over the indie from the 
Cowles Bros. in 1946. First year’s 
| billings under the heavier-language | 
|policy are reported to have run) 
|50% ahead of the previous year. 


(Continued on page 34) 


WB's KFWB Nixes 
Sales ‘Pitches 


Hollywood, May 8. 

Warner Bros.’ KFWB is revamp- 
ing its commercial spot sales. Sta- 
tion, it. has been revealed, will 
gradually do away with “piich” 
‘and mail pull commercials. Most 
of this type advertising on outlet 
| was set by Berne Wilkins, former 
| sales head of WB. 
| None of the advertising will be 
dropped immediately, but it will 
| not be renewed when contracts run 
out. Harry Maizlish, general man- 
\oaes of the station and also head- 
| ing sales now, said he will turn to 
| institutional advertising and do 
| away with the selling of pass books 
and flower bulbs which are pitched 
for phone and mail orders. 

Switch in advertising on WB 


} 
| 





| Andy” from NBC, has also taken would greatly affect stations disk 


jockeys Bill Anson and Peter Pot- 
'ter. Both rely greatly on “pitch” 
and per-inquiry type advertising. 
{Anson is currently selling vacuum 
cleaners, photographs, flower bulbs, 
| automobile re-upholstering and a 
|}reducing agent. Anson and Pot- 
| ter’s daily platter programs are 
| both sold out. 


os 


WNEW Maps New Sand & Surf Drive 


Out-of-Home Listening 


——* Following through on its success- 





Pulse’s Top 10 


Top 10 Pulse-rated shows 
the March-April period follows 
closely the lineup previously 
announced by the other rating 
services, with Lux Theatre and 
Jack Benny holding down the 
one-two positions. Ratings are 
the combined average of five 
metropolitan areas, including 
N. Y, Boston, Philadelphia, 
Cincinnati and Chicago. Fol- 
lowing are the top 10, along 
with the January-February 
ratings for comparison: 

March- Jan.- 


April Feb. 
Lux Radio Theatre...... 23.9 25.1 
Jack Benny ‘ 21.8 23.2 
Fibber McGee-Molly.. 19.8 19.1 
Walter Winchell ov Bee 20.0 
Bob Hope 18.2 é 


Godfrey's Talent Scouts. 17.9 
Amos ’n’ Andy errr 

My Friend Irma . 
Inner Sanctum a | 
Mr. District Attorney.. 15 








_ “Fathers” is the first of three year- 


-ly, with a $40 minimum. 


OUTLETS MUSTSET 


Guaranteed Sale — 
Offered to TBS 
Member Qutlets 


Transcription Broadcasting Sys- 
tem, which now includes 142 sta- 
tions, has launched a new sales 
program. Ray Green, TBS exec 
v.p., has announced that if any 


'member station has not sold all of 


its TBS programs after three 
months of membership, the wax 
web will send one of its salesmen 
into the territory and keep him 
there until all the shows are sold. 
The arrangement is being written 
into all new station contracts. 
According to Green, this is the 
first time that a net has included 
guaranteed sales for member sta- 
tions. Sales record of the present | 
members has been so outstanding, | 
he said, that he expectsefew calls | 
for TBS selling help. Although | 
the web is only two months old, | 
50% of the outlets have already | 
sold at least two shows of the five | 
received. 
The net has just announced its 
first bonus, a 15-minute plattered 
series titled ‘Famous Fathers” and 
starring Howard Lindsay, co- 
author of “Life With Father” and | 
“Life With Mother.” Noted dads | 
appearing on the stanza include | 
Deems Taylor, Lauritz Melchior, | 
Ozzie Nelson, Adm. Richard E. | 
Byrd, and Bernarr MacFadden. | 





| 


ly bonuses and is timed for use as 


/a Summer replacement. 


Addition of this show brings the 
waxed TBS offerings to six weekly 
shows, totaling nine hours of bal- | 
anced programming. Six - show 
package costs stations the one-time 
half-hour national “A” rate week- | 


| 





STANDARDS, COY SEZ 


Washington, May 3. 


Listeners must look to the sta- | 
_tions rather than to the Govern- 
ment for the standards of Ameri- | 


can radio, Wayne Coy, chairman 
of the Federal Communications 
Commission, said Sunday (1) dur- 
ing the intermission of the N. Y. 
Philharmonic-Symphony concert at 
Constitution Hall. However, he 
said, the broadcasters must renew 
their licenses every three years 
and must satisfy FCC they have 
been operating in the public in- 
terest. 

Coy paid tribute to the 19-year 
unbroken record of the Philhar- 
monic series over CBS and to 
Standard Oil’s good taste in com- 
mercials which, he said, he hardly 
thought of as advertising. “I am 
sure we all hope,” he remarked, 
“that this example will inspire other 
sponsors to show the same under- 
standing of and respect for the 


; sensibilities of their listeners.” 


|ing to the 


ful sand-and-surf campaign of last 
vear, WNEW, N.Y., is wading in 
again with another summertime 
promotion and programming pro- 
ject, designed to build audiences 
among the _ strategic out-of-the- 
home listening spots, particularly 
beaches and autos 

The Bulova-Biow indie backs up 
its conviction that the highway 
listeners and portable toters offer 
a rich and generally neglected 
field for radio to develop, by point- 
results of a_ special 
survey made for it last month by 
Pulse, Inc. Interviewers for the 
Roslow research outfit in metro- 
politan New York asked: “did you 
listen to the radio any place out 
of your home either today or last 
last night after 7 p.m. If yes, 
where?” 

Results showed a sizable number 
of listeners—more than 28°—did 
listen away from home. By a large 
margin, autos led the way as the 
favorite out-of-home listening 
place, with “at work,” “while visit- 
ing’’ and “outdoor” ranking next, 


‘in that order. 


With the coming of summer, 
WNEW research head Claire 
Himmel points out, it’s expected 
that out-of-home listening will 
increase considerably. Automobile 
listening will probably be even 
higher, at work listening about the 
same, listening-while-visiting about 
the same, while outdoor portable 
listening will be very much higher. 

Main weapon in WNEW’s cam- 
paign to capture more auto and 
beach listeners is the station’s 
summer service, which consists of 
frequent daily announcements 
highlighting suggested trips, rec- 
reational facilities, etc. plus 
summertime weekend traffic bul- 
letins. The traffic reports, which 
start Decoration Day and continue 
through Labor Day weekend, are 
prepared by the station’s special 
events department in cooperation 
with more than a dozen police de- 
partments. On-the-hour broadcasts 
give the latest traffic conditions 


|on all major highways in the met- 


ropolitan New York-New Jersey 
area. Norge refrigerators sponsor 
the entire summer service. 


FCC Asks Sup. Ct. 
Backing Re WJB 


Washington, May 3. 
The Federal Communications 
Commission yesterday (2) asked 
the Supreme Court to uphold its 


refusal to renew the license of 
WJBW, New Orleans, for viola- 
tions of its rules and its grant ot 





| the frequency to the ex-wife of 
| the licensee. 
|a review of a lower court opinion 


In a brief opposing 


which supported its action, the 
Commission said its refusal to re- 
new the license of Charles C. Carl- 
son, the licensee, was apart from 
any consideration given Mrs. Carl- 
son’s application for the facilities. 

The agency said it found 118 
separate violations of its rules by 
Carlson over a_ six-year period. 
It contended that mere promise by 
Carlson that he would reform “are 
not sufficient to compel renewal 
of the license where the record 
conclusively establishes that previ- 
ous like promises were not ful- 
filied.”’ 

Carlson went to the U. S. court 
of appeals last August but the 
court affirmed the Commission’s 


decision. The renewal proceedings 


began six years ago. 


Gabber Harvey on ABC 


Chicago, May 3. 
News commentator Paul Harvey 
was introduced to ABC network lis- 
teners Saturday (30) with a 15-mitn- 
ute, 8:45 a. m., weekly show, titled 
“Pulse of the News.” Program 
originates from WENR, where 
Harvey has been a toprated p.m. 
news stylist. 
| No sponsor in sight yet. 
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for the 7th consecutive month, 
NBC presents advertisers with the 


largest average evening audience 





in network television.* 








*TV Hooneratings—October through Apri 
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Studio One’ Shift Aga Points Up 


Holmes’ Sante Fe Pic 


Chicago, May 3. 
Televiewers in Chicago, New 


bd York and Boston will get a travel 
tl- ef ram e: ee ut hypo this fall in a 13-week, 15- 
9 minute. Burton Holmes film spon- 


sored by Santa Fe Railway. 





Final slotting this week of CBS-+¢ 


Wednesday ‘night 10°to 11" alot 'KSD-TV to Broadcast 30 


points up the fact that the in-| 
creased cable facilities which went 
into operation Sunday (1) have 
not been too much help to the net- 
works in clearing time on affiliate 
stations. Webs now believe they 
can do nothing to ease the situa- 
tion until enough outlets get on the 
air to give each of them an ex- 
clusive affiliate and thus break up 
the multi-network arrangements 
now in effect in many cities. 


Westinghouse, which takes over | 
sponsorship of “Studio One” when | 
it moves into its new time next | 
Wednesday (11), had originally | 
wanted to air the hour-long legiters | 
in their present slot, Sunday nights 
at 7.. Many of the CBS-TV affili- 
ates, however, are also linked to 
the DuMont web and had previous 
commitments for that niche to pick 
up DuMont’s “Original Amateur 
Hour.” Similar roadblock was met 
at various other time periods, forc- 
ing Westinghouse to settle finally 
for the late Wednesday evening 
time, which becomes the latest 
sponsored hour-long show on any 
network. 

Series, formerly aired twice a 
month, will be staged every week 
under the new _ arrangement. | 
Adaptation of Dashiell Hammett’s | 
“The Glass Key” will launch the | 
revised setup, under which Worth- | 
ington Miner continues as pro-| 
ducer and Paul Nickell as direc- | 
tor. Westinghouse is paying a re-| 
ported $8,000 weekly talent and | 
production nut, exclusive of the. 
time charges. McCann-Erickson is 
the agency. 

Addition of two more westbound 
channels to the coaxial cable link, 
meanwhile, permitted CBS-TV, as 
well as the other nets, to make 
available to affiliates on a live 
basis practically their entire sus- 
taining and commercial schedules 
on programs which have been | 
aired for some time. Indicative of | 
the generally favorable conditions 
for all webs, CBS’ midwestern 
cable allocations jumped from 144%4 
hours weekly under the previous 
setup to 3734 hours with the start 
of the May 1 quarter. With only 
a single channel serving all four 
w %s until now, they had been 

fc ‘ed to transcribe on film some 
of their shows for midwestern 
vi.wing. 


DuMont Ist Qtr. 
Earnings Treble: 


‘DuMont Laboratories reported 
yesterday (Tues.) first quarter 
earnings of $1,481,000, nearly three 
times that of the similar period 
last year. Prez Dr. Allen B. Du- 
Mont told the annual stockholders 
meet that sales for the quarter 
were two-and-a-half times greater 
than in 1948. He did not break 
down the figure into its component 
broadcast and equipment sales. 

income was equivalent to 70c 
per share, after preferred dividend | 
requirements, as compared to 27c 
a share in 1948, based on total 
quarterly earnings of $553,000. 
Sales for the period totaled $11,- 
092,000, as against $4,549,000 for 
the same period in 1948. DuMont 
informed stockholders that the 
company’s increased plant facilities 
has led to a greatly accelerated 
production output of TV receivers 
and cathode-ray tubes. 


CRESPINEL TO MAKE 

















| eral manager of the station, made 


Scenery shots will emphasize the 
landscapes reached by the railroad 
line. Officials emphasized that the 
commercial overload will be elim- 


1 inated by inserting travel plugs at 
St. Louis Browns Games inated by inserting trav 
St. Louis, May 3. 


KSD-TV, owned and operated by 


' ; was 1 ‘h . F 9 
Pigeons a oe a erican orum 
Louis Browns to televise 30 oF ‘ 
more games to be played at Sports- 

Due as Separate 
Package on Tele 


man’s Park. George Burbach, gen- 
Washington, May 3. 


Theodore Granik’s “American 
Forum of the Air” will become an 
NBC television public service show 
within a few weeks. The program 
will be produced as a completely 


the deal with Bill DeWitt, ball club 
prexy. The first broadcast was the 
initial game of a doubleheader be- 
tween the Browns and Chicago 
White Sox Sunday (1). 

Burbach said “various advertis- 
ers” would bankroll the tele broad- 
casts. KSD also televises home 


games of the Cardinals. 
separate package for television and 


Opera Seri 
given a different time—Sunday at 
2 p.m. It will originate frorn the 
Wardman Park hotel, location of 
y ll on | NBC’s. Washington video station, 


' WNBW. It’s understood that the 
HRH Television | WeP is dickering with several 


Indie tfit 
. ndi pers ‘ ‘cle of | Sponsors for the “Forum” and that 
eatures will present a cycle Of | 4 geal is imminent. 


major operas over the DuMont net- The arrangement with NBC does 
work next fall. Series, comprising | not affect the current radio spon- 
a standard repertory of about 50 | sorship py —— on selected 

eras ly translated into Eng- | Stations of the Mutual network by 
7? beshcinal ; age - | Universal Carloading & Distribut- 
lish, will be condensed to 50 min- 


. : |ing Co., which originates the show 
utes with the tele-prints open-end- rol the es hotel in the 
ed for commercials. 


capital at 10 p.m. Mondays. Uni- 








Cost of the individual programs | versat recently attempted to shift | 
will run well above $10,000. Operas | the program to ABC in an effort | 


are being staged at DuMont’s Adel-| to obtain the half-hour period im- 
phi Playhouse on Broadway, then | mediately preceding Drew Pearson. 
piped via closed circuit.to a TV |The deal, however, was reportedly 
screen from which they are being | prevented by a contract with 
transcribed onto 16m film. “Town Meeting of the Air,” which 
Series is being cast with top-| restricts the web to one forum- 
flight _— from various opera | type show. 
companies in the U. S., including ss 
the Met. DuMont network has al- Ph gg Bly ° Bo tera — 
ready acquired full rights to the “Forum’s” long history as the old- 
operas which will include, besides | ..¢ y+adio forum program. Coin- 
the standard Italian and German | cidgentally the Sunday 2 pm 


classics, several modern pieces by : 
: schedule on’ NBC is the same spot 
such composers as Gian-Carlo Me- which the program had when it was 


notti. Hermann Herz, formerly 
with Metro’s South African theatre = oa } nil J ——. 


circuit, will be musical director ’ : 
and Mordecai Bauman will be Se — at St. John's Uniy., 
stage director. Paul Rosen, exec ¥ 

of HRH (Gus Haenschen-Rosen- 


Dolores Hayward), will -be pro- | ¢ ° 9 ’ 
ducer. 

“La Traviata,” initial opera in Music Bows With 
the series, has already been com- 
pleted. Leads are taken by Paul 
Franke, of the Met Opera Co.; 
Laurel Hurley, of the Detroit 
Light Opera Co., and Paul King. 
Chorus was recruited from the Met 
and N, Y. City Opera companies. 





With “Stop the Music” set to 
make its video bow tomorrow 
(Thurs.) over ABC-TV, the web 
disclosed yesterday (Tues.) that 


Three Philly Stations the program would be launched 


Combine on Ball Airing with a $16,500 jackpot, undoubted- 
. ly the biggest prize offered on a 
In Rotating Schedule tele show to date. Format will be 


: , similar to that of the radio give- 
; Philadelphia, May 3. po but for necessary visual 

This town’s claim to “brotherly dressing, will resemble almost a 
love”. has never been more 'vaudeo layout. Show, which will 
evidence than in the three-sta-| be sponsored by Admiral and Old 
tion agreement on handling the) Gold, goes into the 8 to 9 p.m. spot 
Athletics and Phillies baseball pea) was negotiated through the 


games. WCAU-TV, WFIL-TV and | Kudner and Lennen & Mitchell ad 
bap Mae le we ng the games On agencies, respectively. 

WPTZ brings all daytime games.’ Set for the preem performance 
WFIL-TV televises them Tuesday 4re Bert Parks, Harry Salter and 
and Wednesday nights and WCAU- 2Fch, singers Estelle Loring, Jimmy 
TV presents the Thursday and Fri- | Blaine and comedienne-songstress 
day night games. Sunday and holi- | — Anne Grove. Program will 
day games are carried by two sta- %S° feature specialty dancer 
tions at a time. | Geneve Dorn, dancers Bob Harris, 

For uniform coverage, the three J! Ji Anders, Courtney and Sonja 
stations use the same camera | ¥@" Horne, and a ballet ensemble. 


crews, productions staffs and an-| 0m Hancock will announce, 














VIDPIX ON U.S. COLLEGES 


Hollywood, May 3. 

William T. Crespinel, founder of | 
Cinecolor, and his son, William A. | 
Crespinel, have formed Tuloca | 
Productions for the production of | 
television pictures. Initial series 
will deal with colleges throughout 
th: country. 

Jrespinels have received permis- 
sion and been pledged cooperation 
from 52 schools. Series will pic- 
ture campus and classroom activi- 
ties in each school. Pilot picture | 
is now being rolled at Univ. of 
Southern California. Estimated | 
cost of this film is $1,500, but firm 
feels that nut will be heavier when 
crews get on the road. Pix are 
being rolled on 16m, and will ‘run! 
15 mbbistes ‘ack: ili ' 





Chi Group Models Show 


‘College Inn. 


nouncers. The night schedules are 
so arranged that virtually all the 


| top shows carried by the stations | New Type Single System 


get no interference from the ball 
game. Sponsorship of the games 
—Ballantine Ale, Camel cigarettes 
and Atlantic Refining—is shared 
by the stations. 


Camera for Tele Films 


Hollywood, May 3. 
Single system camera which will 
grind for 33 minutes without re- 
loading has been acquired by Gene 


! Lester, tele film producer here, 
On College Inn Technique Camera is the first to be made 

Chicago, May 3. | Which will allow for shooting of a 
Honeydreamers, Chi vocal quin- half-hour video program without 








tet, will launch a new-style tele interruption. 


show via WENR-TV May 19,'| Box has four lenses which can be 
modeled on the successful show switched in a fraction of a second. 
technique of the Hotel Sherman's Lester said that he can put a TV 
Format will revolve | show on film for the same price it 
about @ musical “salute” to would cost to kinescope the pro- 
famous composers. - ' , gram, * re ee eae | 


1646 Jackpot 


U Found It Too Costly to Bridge 
Music So Its Pix for Video Are Nix 





Texas League Games 
Getting Ist Airings 


Dallas, May 3. 

. A televised series of 21 Texas | 
League baseball games, running: 
through June 26, began Sunday 
(1) under the sponsorship of Dal- 
las and Fort Worth Philco dis- 
tributors, for the first such tele- 
casts in the history of this area. 





Station contracts were signed 
last week by W. G. Medaris, presi- 
dent of the Southwestern Co., Dal- | 
| las, and Karl Scharfenberg, presi- | 
dent of West Texas Appliances Co., | 
Fort Worth. WBAP-TV cameras | 
will be located just off third base 
for all telecasts. 


3 CBS Packages 
Preem This Week: 


| 








CBS-TV’s renewed emphasis on 
house-built package shows gets its 
spring and summer kickoff this 
| week with the launching of three | 
new home-developed programs. In- 
| troduction of the newcomers also 
| motivated several time changes for 
| shows recently on the air. 

Topping the new lineup is the 
i “54th Street Little Show,” a full- 
| hour vaudeo presentation to be 
| permanently emceed by Jack Ster- 
ling arffi aired Thursday nights at 
8, starting tomorrow. Two others 
are half-hour productions, which 
will take over the Sunday night | 
7 to 8 slot, being vacated by “Stu: | 
dio One” for its move to the Wed- | 
nesday night at 10 period. ‘‘Hold It, 
Please,” a quiz program, will get 
the 7 to 7:30 listing, and ‘“Here’s 
Wesley,” a situation comedy series 
similar in format to “Aldrich Fami- 
ly,” moves into the 7:30 to 8 spot. 

In addition to Sterling, the “Lit- 
tle Show” will have a large cast of 
permanents, including baritone 
Russell Arms; singer Marilyn Day, 
last on Broadway in ‘Small Won- 
der’; comedian Carl Reiner, now 
appearing in Brodaway in ‘‘Where’s 
Charley?” and nitery comedienne 
Pat Bright. Dances are to be led 
and choreographed by John Butler, 
and will include Bambi Lynn, An- 
nabelle Lyons and Jonathan Lucas. 
Al Selden and Bill Scudder will 
write original music, with skits to 
be penned by Bob Fine and John 
Whedon, recently added to the 
web’s special creative development 
staff for TV. Guests on the preem 
include Carol Bruce, Fosse and 
Niles and Count Reno. Barry 
Wood produces, with Ralph Levy 
directing. 

Program’s takeover of the Thurs- 
day night spot will move the Dione 
Lucas cooking show, sponsored by 
Wine Advertising Board and Scott 
Towels, and “Winner Take Ali,” 
bankrolled by Chevrolet Dealers, 
to Saturday night. Moves are ex- 
pected to touch off other revisions 
in the web’s program log as it in- 
itiates other forthcoming house 
packages during the next summer 
months, in an attempt to find spon- 
sors before the fall. 


Philly’s KYW Recognizes 
Video With Extensive 
Course in Its Workshop 


Philadelphia, May 3. 

Recognition of radio’s strapping 
new competitor is accorded by 
KYW, which has added an exten- 
sive course in television to its 
seventh annual workshop for teach- 
ers and its junior workshop for 
high school students, which gets 
under way June 27, 

In addition to the customary 
courses in scripting, script-labora- 





| 


} 








tory, acting, utilization, producing, 
mike technique, etc., the workshop | 
will offer an attractive video) 
course in cooperation with Philco- | 
WPTZ. All classes will be taught | 
by instructors actively engaged in | 
radio or television, or education. | 
Guest speakers from the nets are 
featured during the sessions, which 
| have been set up by Gordon Haw- | 
_kins, education director of West- | 
| inghouse” Radio tations, ‘Inc. 





Hollywood, May 3, 

Probably the first attempt by a 
major studio to convert a big back. 
log of features into marketable 
television fare has been recently 
dropped by Universal. The cur. 
rent ban against the use of music 
soundtracks by James C. Petrillo 
head of the American Federation of 
Musicians, proved to be an un. 
beatable hurdle in U’s recent ef. 
forts. Company was attempting 
the conversion of some 47 western 
pix into video programmers. 


U wanted to extract all musical 
background from its flock of old 
oaters, and experimented with sey. 
eral with that goal in mind. Idea 
was to bridge the scissored parts 
by commentary plus dubbed dialog 
wherever the original spieling 
could not be saved from the ac. 
companying music. If it had suc 
ceeded, the batch would have been 
turned over to United World Films, 
its 16m and tele subsid for sale 
to sponsors. 

After doing the job on several, 
scheme has been junked because 
the costs were found to run to $2,- 


| 300 per film. That figure as a pre- 


lim to other preparation is thought 
to be too high to insure a profit on 
tele sales. 

Company also has a big stock of 
British pix of J. Arthur Rank 
which may be sold to tele. These 
are exempt from the Petrillo ukase 


| because of the British origin. How- 
‘ever, some of U’s execs are con- 


vinced that the time for the sale 
of British oldies to television sta- 
tions is past because of the gradual 
boost in quality of live shows. 
Hence, it is believed that Rank 
must offer some of his better prod- 
uct if he wants any sizable coin 
from the American video market. 





WJZ-TV in Ist 


Rate Hike 


Following the pattern already 


;set by WNBT, WCBS-TV and 


WABD, WJZ-TV, New York key of 
ABC-TV, is raising its nighttime 
rate to $1,500 per hour, effective 
June 1. 

Announcing the first rate hike 
since the station went on the air 
in August, *48, Murray Grabhorn, 
ABC v.p. and WJZ-TV manager, 
said that all bankrollers ordering 
the station before the June 1 dead- 
line will receive six months’ pro- 
tection at the existing $1,000 eve- 
ning hour rate. Grabhorn added 
that all other TV rates on the out- 
let will be adjusted in proportion 
to the evening hour rate, except 
the announcement rate which re- 
mains at $200 for one-time usage 
in Class A time. 


NEWHOUSER IN WEEKLY 
DETROIT SPORTS SHOW 


Detroit, May 3. 
Hal Newhouser, pitcher with the 
Detroit Tigers, has been signed for 
a weekly television sports show 
over WJBK-TV. Sponsored by the 
Vernor Ginger Ale Co., the quar- 
ter-hour program will be telecast 
each week throughout the baseball 
season. Sportscaster Dave Abo- 
daher will share emcee duties with 
Newhouser as he gives a recap 
of the week’s baseball highlights. 
Newhouser also will give pitch- 
ing demonstrations and_ instruc 
tions, and will interview top play- 
ers from the Tigers and other 
American League teams. The pro- 
duction is being handled by A & N 

Associates. Lanny Pike directs. 


Jenkins Upped at WNBK 
As Bevis Takes NBC Post 


Cleveland, May 3. 
Joseph Jenkins, former program 
and production manager of 1 
TV’s WNBK here, takes over 48 
station manager following the 
promotion of Charles C. Bevis, Jr., 
to the new post of director of @ 
NBC owned-and-operated TV sta- 
tions. Bevis assumed his new 
position yesterday (Mon.), head- 
quartering in N.Y. <2 
Bevis will coordinate the activi 
ties of the web’s five stations in 
N.Y., Cleveland, Washington, Chi- 
cago and Hollywood. ‘ 
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COAST TV 2 YEARS BEHIND N.Y. 





Am. Tobacco May Lift Tab on Benny's 
Once-Monthly 156 Vidshow from Coast 


Hollywood, May 3. 
American Tobacco is expected to | 
bankroll Jack Benny on television | 
here. Costs for Benny’s once-a- 
month television show, slated to 
tee off on KTTV in the fall, will 


4 





vv 


run close to $15,000 a layout. Show | 


will be one of the first to kine- 
o> Hy here for showings in the 


a High tab for the show, 
will utilize a variety format simi- 
lar to Milton Berle’s once-weekly 
stint for Texaco in N. Y., points up 
the fact that costs are practically 
the same on both coasts. 
figure for the Berle layout is $15,- 


which | 


Average | 


000. Camera rehearsals alone have | 


hit $1,500. 
necessary to the layout for the 
kinescope lenses. 

Comic will do only one a month 
because so much of his time is 
taken up by his ether show. He 
has dropped plans for bringing 
over his Maxwell, squeaking vault 
hinges and other stunts and char- 
acters from radio because this 
would mean that the shows would 
have to be filmed. Staging straight 
live vaude layouts with himself as | 
head comic and general emcee, and | 
then kinescoping them, will be as 
effective and certainly cheaper, it’s 
felt. CBS will handle the kinnies 
for its eastern net. 

An exodus of vaude nitery tal- 
ent to the Coast is expected as a 
result of the Benny plans, despite | 
the fact that he’ll be on only once 
a month. This is seen as a natural 


These rehearsals are | 


| 
| 
} 
| 
} 


| heavy 


because of other name stars who) 


have been set for tele—namely, Ed 
Wynn and Eddie Cantor. 

Film studios still haven’t let up 
on their ban on player appearances 
on tele, and aren’t expected to re- 
lent. Cantor hasn’t revealed his 
plans, but Wynn, who has been set 
with CBS also, will use guest tal- 
ent same as Benny. The vaude lay- 
out is the only solution, it’s felt. 


RCA Decides To 
Duck Godfrey 





RCA has dropped its idea of. slides, 
sponsoring a show for the NBC) ments and suggested 


video network to buck CBS - TV's, 
“Arthur Gedfrey and Friends” in 
the Wednesday night 8 to 9 slot, | 
on the assumption that Godfrey | 
right now is too tough. RCA had | 
gone so far as to pre-empt the time | 
on NBC for the project and had re- | 
quested the program departments | 
of both NBC and J. Walter Thomp- | 
son, its ad agency, to submit ideas. 
It was revealed this week that 





Who’s Excited? 


Hollywood, May 3. 
KCMJ, Palm Springs indie, 


has demanded that Leonard 
Lyons, N. Y. Post syndicated 
columnist, retract a _ recent 


story that time was sold to a 


. film director for the purpose 


of making a blanket apology 
to friends he may have of- 
fended while under the 
weather. Station pointed out 
that the incident couldn’t have 
happened because of FCC 
broadcast regulations. 

Lyons, in turn, claims he 
never mentioned the call let- 
ters of the station involved in 
the incident. All he said was 
“a station near the desert.” 


ABC-TV, Luce In 
Heavy Campaign 
For Crusade 


ABC-TV and Luce publications 
'Time and Life, sponsors of “Cru- 
sade in Europe,”. have launched a 
.promotion and advertising 
campaign for the vidpic series on 
Gen. Dwight Eisenhower’s book 
which starts tomorrow (Thurs.) 

Life kicked off in the current 
issue with a_ two-parf ad and 
Time’s next issue, out tomorrow, 
will have a three-page ad on “Cru- 
sade.” Subsequent issues of each 
mag will carry a full-column ad 
giving details of the chapter to be 
televised that week. Cost of the 
space in the Luce publications, if 
it had to be bought, is estimated at 
upwards of $275,000. 

The web has sent out compre- 
hensive promotion kits that in- 








WOOD NEEDS 


hind that of N. Y. and, 
lywood producers 
i selves to the N. Y. market, there 
will be very little programming 
| originating from the Coast for the 
national market. Coast producers 
jat this time, however, can shoot 
'for the rural or isolated markets 
| which need as much kinescoped 
material as possible to fill their 
| sustaining program void. 





adjust 


That is the conclusion drawn by | 


| Mal Boyd, prez ot the Hollywood 
Television Producers Assn., after a 
survey of video in N. Y. and hud- 
dles with TV heads of 15 top ad 
agencies. Boyd went so far out on 
a limb as to declare his own pack- 
,; age, “Punch with Buddy Rogers,” 
| would be passe in N. Y. In fact, 
| he said, on the basis of what he 
| has learned during his eastern so- 
| journ, he plans to revise materially 
the format of his audience partici- 
pation program. 
orizing is to be 
reports both to the Academy of 
Television Arts and Sciences and 


the TPA upon his return to the | 


| With Pug Fest 


Boyd said most ad agency execs he | 


Coast. 
In addition to Hollywood's being 
behind N. Y. in program ideas, 


huddled with in N. Y. advanced 
other reasons for their lack of in- 
terest in Coast-originated programs 
at this time. For one thing, most 
of them doubt the quality of kine 
recording is good enough yet for 
any shows except those laden with 
top talent, such as the upcoming 
Ed Wynn, Jack Benny and Eddie 
Cantor stanzas. Agencies, more- 
over, have their home _ bases in 
N. Y. and feel their Coast offices 
(Continued on page 36) 


Lewis Summer - 





clude two one-minute film trailers, | 


with 10 seconds of blank sound- 
track for local video stations to 
insert program details. Outlets 
‘are also getting coming attraction | 
ad mats, spot announce-| 
letters to 
' veterans organizations. 





Sports TV Commercial 
Handling in Cleveland 


Stirs Foam of Dissent: 


Cleveland, May 3. 


This’ city’s brew-sponsorship of | 


_ball games and sports continues to 


the idea had been generated by | 


one top RCA exec, who convinced 
other officials in the outfit it would 
be a wise move. After checking 
the Godfrey Hooperatings, how- 
ever, and thinking things over a 
few days, 


Shelved. Last rating on-.the pro- 


| 


the plan was quietly | 


keep the foamy product’s sponsor- 
station-agency relationship at a 
bubbling head. The latest ex- 
change revolves around Bob Neal’s 
handling of Leisy’s televised com- 
mercials over WEWS-TV while, at 
the same time, appearing over 


| WGAR for AM-Carling sportscasts. 


gram was a 38, putting it in ninth | 


Place in the N. Y. ratings. And, 
as one RCA spokesman declared, 
“why should we step directly into 
the fire by trying to buck God- 
frey?” 

Plan originally was to have built 
a show of sufficient dimensions to 
lure most of Godfrey's audience. 


_was forced to pick either 


According to RCA, that would have 
Served both to repay CBS for its 


talent 
with TV’s growing importance, to 


raids on NBC and, what | 


have knocked down some of God-— 
commercial voice is churning the 


frey’s AM draw. 


Hartmans Lopped 


“The Hartmans,” half-hour do- 
mestic comedy series starring Grace 





Although Leisy okays Neal’s 
voice on commercial, Carlings says 
it’s “no foam”; Neal can handle 
play-by-play account with Tris 
Speaker doing commercials. 


WGAR has no objections to Neal's | 


working TV games, but doubts his 
commercial voice. As result, Neal 
Carling 
or Leisy. “He picked Carling. 
WEWS put in Len Roof as tem- 
porary replacement and it is under- 
stood that behind the scenes a 
knockdown, drag-out battle for the 


city’s announcing waves into froth 
and tempest. 


Incidentally, WEWS is still try- 


| ing to sell the unsponsored half of 


and Paul Hartman and aired Sun- | 


day nights over NBC-TV, will be 
dropped following the May 22 
broadcast, with Textron, the 
sponsor, also giving up its fran- 
chise on the time. Program, hold- 
ing down the 7:30 to 8 period, had | 
an 8 Hooperating on the last re- 
port. 

Whether Textron will return to | 
television in the fall has not been 
determined. _J. Walteg: Thompson | 
ig the. agency..: - 


| 


‘ 


the ball game telecasts to inter- 
ested parties for an _ estimated 
$75,006. 


Tidewater Not Ready 


Lennen & Mitchell ad agency 
pitched up a specially packaged 
video minstrel show to its client, 
Tidewater Oil, but the company 
|shied away on grounds that it 
| wasn't ripe for television. Show 
was budgeted at $3.000 and starred 
Gus Van; and Ward Wilson. 





Sub for Godfrey 


Robert Q. Lewis has been set to 
replace Arthur Godfrey on the| 
“Godfrey and Friends” television 
|show, aired Wednesday nights 





vacation starting in mid-June. 
| Lewis is also being considered as a 
'replacement for Godfrey’s morn- 
ing AM strip on CBS. Godfrey's 
“Talent Scouts” show is expected 
| to leave the air without a replace- 
ment for the summer. 

Wednesday night TV program, 
sponsored by Chesterfield, 


accommodate the difference in 


comedy techniques between Lewis | 


‘and Godfrey. Basic format, how- 
ever, will remain the same so that 
Godfrey can take over without a 
hitch when he returns at the end 
of the summer. 


BBD&O Survey Shows 





Hartford, May 3. 
Television has already produced 


a noticeable effect on film attend- 
Fred B. Manchee, of the 
told members 
of the Hartford Advertising Club 


ance, 
BBD&O ad agency, 


here last week (25). Said that 53% 


of television set owners surveyed 
by the agency claim they attended 
films less frequently since the pur- 
chase of television sets, while only 
1° claimed a higher attendance at 


theatres. 
Television, he said, 


1954. BBD&O 
showed that 


tertainment field by 
survey, he claimed, 
most authorities 
lieved that television would catch 
up to radio in about five years. 
Although some of those questioned 
said they thought television might 
eventually “dwarf’ radio, Manchee 
felt that radio “will not die as did 
the silent, film with the advent oi 
, talking pictures,” 





‘WB $50,000,000 TV Program ‘Nix’ 





IMPROVED KINE 


Quality of Hollywood television | 
programs is at least two years be- | 
until Hol- | 
them- | 


Most of his the-| 
incorporated in| 


from 8 to 9 via CBS-TV, when the. 
latter takes an eight-week summer | 


may | 
have some slight changes made to | 


TV Effect on Pix B.0. 


will surpass 
the importance of radio in the en- 


in the field be- 


May Be Merely to ‘Smoke Out’ FCC 


Washington, May 3. 
. Warner Bros. did a turnabout on 
So Who’s Afraid? | television this week. Within a few 
Detroit, May 3 | days of a surprise announcement 
Startled Detroit video-view- in Hollywood by Harry M. Warner, 
ers saW a baseball game Wed- prexy, that WB was abandoning a 
nesday night (27) which was _ | $50,000,000 video program because 
being televised by _ station the Federal Communications Com- 
KLEE-TV in Houston, Tex. mission had “absolutely refused” 
The KLEE-TV signals were re- «| to okay purchase of the Dorothy 
flected by the stratosphere Thackrey Coast radio-tele proper 
which acted as a mirror, ex- ties, the company decided to wait 
plained Al Allen, engineering until the agency rules on the trans- 
studio supervisor for Detroit's action. The commission has been 
WWJ-TV. holding up all radio and television 
In commenting on the phe- |applications by recent violators of 
nomenon, the Detroit Free the anti-trust laws while it deter- 
Press said: “We can't help mines whether they are eligible to 
feeling that what happens by qualify as licensees. Warner's pur- 
accident may someday be ac- chase of the Thackrey California 
complished by intent. Do we properties, agreed to a year ago, 

hear any bids for slightly used has been frozen in the process. 
coaxial cable’? ; Whether WB was trying to 


“smoke out” a decision by the com- 
a 7” 
Chi Theatre Big 


Screen May Bow 











|} nant because of the long delay in 
| government action on the deal, 
during which it has been shelling 
out coin to meet deficits of a tele- 
vision station (KLAC-TV, L. A.) 
it doesn’t yet legally own, are mat- 
ters of speculation. At any rate, 
Harry Warner's” statement last 
week that the commission turned 
down the deal was news to the 
agency, which has had no official 
word from the company. 
Chicago, May Harry M. Warner said in Los 
Chicago theatre’s extra-size inline Angeles that his studio wants a yes 
vision screen is in last stages of | or no answer from FCC on the 
installation, and will undergo dry Thackrey contract, reiterating that 
run tests this week, according to} Warners is dropping video plans 
officials of WBKB. entirely but adding “if FCC gives 
Station is currently negotiating | its okay and soon, we will value it 
with Chi Stadium head Arthur | for what we can do for humanity. 
Wirtz to bring theatre patrons di- | If FCC hasn’t turned down our ap- 
rect video screening of the Joe | plication, what would you call it? 


Walcott-Ezzard Charles “title” bout | After all, we've had our applica- 
in June. tion in for a year. We also have a 
Deal would involve no extra) contract with Mrs. Thackrey and 


charge on the theatre tickets, and 
| would operate independently of 
j}any network telecasting of the 


we must have a decision. We want 


(Continued on wage : 36) 


| fight. No other tele viewing of the 
| bout would be available for Chi A 
fans, since Stadium officials are nti- aad ase 2} 
wary of poor attendance should 


the fight be televised locally. 
WBKB's eighth anniversary fes- 
tivities might be preem of theatre 
| screen, should the date precede the 
| Walcott- Charles scrap. No definite 
date for the anni celebration has | 
| been set by station officials, but | 
it is tentatively set for mid-June. 


Tele Writers Guild in 
First N. Y. Craft Meet 
To Discuss Problems. 


The Television Writers Guild’s 
first craft meeting will discuss | 
“Fundamentals of TV” at the RCA 
Exhibition Hall, New York, tomor- 
row night (Thurs.) at 7 p.m. It 
will be open only to members of | Francisco, Boston, St. Louis, Kan- 
‘the Authors League. |sas City and Seattle. 

Program will include a CBS! Paramount with stations in Chi- 
film on video and a panel discus-| cago and Los Angeles, and appli- 
sion, on basic technical require-| cations in San Francisco, Detroit, 
ments of the medium. Taking part | Boston, Tampa and (one-half inter- 
will be Judy Dupuy, Edward Mab- | est) Des Moines. The anti-trust 
ley and Henry S. White, with! decision may have a bearing on 
Philo Higley as moderator. Future final determination of the proposed 
/craft meetings will cover “Funda- decision that Par controls DuMont, 
mentals of a TV Show” (May 19); | which may affect latter stations in 
“Writing Dramatic Adaptations and New York, Washington and Pitts- 
Originals” (June 9); “Writing Au- burgh and applications in Cleve- 
dience and Non-Audience Shows” jand and Cincinnati. 

(June 23); and ‘Writing TV Films” Edward Lasker applications in 
(July 14). Denver, Salt Lake City, Seattle, 
TWG committee which arranged Fresno and Portland. Ore. 


Ties Up 25 Bids 


Washington, May 3. 

Some 25 applications for tele- 
vision, as well as the status-of a 
half-dozen existing stations, are 
tied up in tbe anti-trust question 
being studied by the Federal Com- 
munications Commission. While 
Warner Bros. has been waiting for 
the Commission to act on the deal 
it made a year ago to buy the 
Thackrey television station (KLAC- 
TV) in Los Angeles in a radio- 
video package, the following other 
companies will probably be affect- 
ed by the decision: 

20th-Fox with applications in San 











the series includes Higley, chair- Schine Theatre Co. application 
man; Ruth K. Freidlich, Martin jp Albany. 
Gosch; Worthington Miner, and = Westinghouse station in Boston 


Oliver W. Nicoll. and applications in Pittsburgh and 
| Portland, Ore. 
General Electric Co. station in 


Speedway Classic To general E 
Be Aired in Entirety. 


Indianapolis. May 3. Pimlico on ABC 
WFBM plans to televise the run-| ABC-TV will air 15-minute daily 
ning of the 500-mile Speedway film newsreels of the races at 
Classic in Indianapolis May 30 in! Pimlico from May 6-14 under the 
its entirety. Arrangements have sponsorship of Northcool Suits. 
been completed by WFBM-TV to The vidpix will be shot and proc- 
provide central Indiana television essed on the day of the races and 
set owners with five continuous skedded between 8:45 and 10:13 
hours of video, which will include | p.m., on seven ABC stations. 
the pre-race activities, the actual| I. A. Goldman, Baltimore, is the 
running of ,the,race and, post race agency, and Wiley, Adams is the 
b Coverage, .y,4¢0 4: ‘web account executive. 
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he Coney Island-mirror distortions you see on some television screens can 
add alarming pounds to the prettiest girl you know. 

But it doesn’t happen at CBS-TV. 
ANKLES ARE SLIMMER HERE... because CBS engineers “stretch” them, 
to counteract the tendency toward widening effects on the television screen. 
By the time you see them they’re as pretty as they ought to be. 
ACTORS ARE COOLER AT CBS... more at home... because they don’t fry 
in tropical studio temperatures, thanks to “cold light,” also CBS-developed. 
THE SCENE IS LIVELIER AT CBS... because backgrounds can be made 
fluid and variable with rear-screen projection ... another CBS-TV development. 
AND PROGRAMS ARE BETTER ON CBS... built with the same skill, 
enthusiasm and care that have given CBS-TV its technical leadership. Indeed 
CBS is today the largest and most successful creator of package programs 
of any network in television. 
YOUR PROGRAM WILL DO BETTER ON CBS-TV... the network with five 


ef the top ten Hooper-rated programs, four of which are CBS packages. 
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MORTON DOWNEY 
With Bob Stanton, Carmen Mas- 
tren orch 

Producer: Roger Muir 

Director: Clark Jones 

15 Mins., Mon.-Wed.-Fri., 7:30 p.m. | 

MOHAWK CARPETS 

NBC, from New York | 
(James R. Nelson) 

The durable tenor of Morton | 
Downey is equally effective in| 
video as it is in radio and niteries. 
The long stretches of song build- | 
ing up to effective climaxes for 
easy listening in any medium. | 

However, Downey's 15-minute | 
tele stint is designed primarily for 
aural entertainment. There's no, 
{imaginative presentation, visual as- | 
pects are fairly static and camera 
work is standard. 

On the opener, Downey, although 
on the Mchawk Carpet payroll on 
this session, provided a plug or so 
to his longtime bankroller, Coca- 
Cola. During a break in one song 
session. he took a swig of that 
beverage. In another instance, he 
mentioned the drink to cover up a) 
fluff. 

He’s backed by a small instru- 
mental combo comprising the gui- 
tar handled by Carmen Mastren, 
his longtime accompanist, piano, 
organ and bass. His own piano ac- 
comps give his efforts a substantial 
musical background. 

Commercials are by Bob Stanton 
who gives a plausible exposition 
on Mohawk’s products. The camera 
picks up the textures fairly well 
on some of the samples shown. The 
rest must depend on Stanton’s ver- 
biage and he gives a feeling of ele- 
gance in his spiels. 

Dowrey is on three _ nights 
weekly, and Tuesday, Thursday and 
Saturday sessions will be handled 
by Roberta Quinlan. Jose. 








MACBETH 
With Walter Hampden, Joyce Red- 


mar. Walter Abel, Paul Mce- 
Grath, Leo G. Carroll, Sidney 
Blackmer, Alexander Clark, 


Philip Truex, John Drew Dev- 
ereux, Ben Lackland, Ralph Bel- 
lamy. John Carradine, Charles 
Brokaw, Frank Wilcox, Ernest 
Rowan, Maurice Wells, Douglas 


A. Clark-Smith, Bobby Clark, 
David Wayne, Edgar Stehli, 


John Craven 
Adaptation: Henry Fisk Carlton 


Directors: Anthony Brown, Garry ' 


Simpson 
Producers: 

Davis, Jr. 
60 Mins.: Sun. (1). 9 p.m. 
Sustaining (16 stations) 

NBC, from N. Y. 

“Macbeth” was powerfully ren- 
dered on NBC Sunday (1) when 
The Players assembled an impos- 
ing roster of legit thespers to do 
its annual homage to 
Shakespeare. 
to video's requirements and_ su- 
perbly framed within a rich and 
surprisingly large canvas, the play 
ran its violent course at a plunging 
pace and with almost perfect clar- 
itv of language. 

Unburdened of the artificial di- 
vision into scenes and acts, Shake- 
Speare’s script was used as the 
basis for a fluidly integrated 
scenario for a video melodrama, 
much along the lines of Sir 
Laurence Olivier’s film treatment 
ot “Hamlet.” Although it could not 
completely surmount the episodic 
structure of the original play. this 
presentation smoothed the transi- 
tions with suitable montages and 
fi'm insertions. The close editing 
of the poetry. moreover, did not 
damage the play's essential charac- 
ter. The stripping away of whole 
sections seemed to heighten the 
dramatic force. 

The few flaws in this production 
stemmed from an over-ambitious 
effort to attain a cinematic quality 
without regard for the smallness of 
the TV screen. Repeatediv. indis- 
tinct long shots were used on the 
players at the start of important 
passages with the camera slowly 


Harold McGee, Owen 


do!llving up to closeup range. In. 


the interim, lines were lost. In 
some cases it was’ due to the 
camera movement, and in others 
poorly modulated music drowned 
out the voices. A minor mistake 
was committed in the witches’ 
makeup as obviously—masked 
Halloween hags. robbing them of 
their evil aura 

But the performances, as well as 
the genera! production brilliance. 
overrode all other considerations. 
As Macbeth. Walter Hampden 
etched a lucid portrait of the mur- 
derous lord. projecting the driving 
ambition and tortured conscience 
with equal, effectiveness. As Lady 
Macbeth, Jovee Redman gave a 
compelling interpretation which 
reached its peak in the sleep-walk- 
ing scene. Walter Abel was slightly 
too flambovant as Macduff. but his 
lines were delivered with the 
necessary clarity and emotion. 
Other star players in the cast, han- 
dling the minor roles, contributed 
polished touches to this firstrate 


Video achievement.- - -- - - Herin. 


Going Too Far? 


Television stations are leav- 
ing themselves wide open to 
hostile public reaction and 
Government regulation by 
their loose attitude towards 
the length of commercials on 
sponsored shows. Some bank- 
rollers are taking advantage of 
the absence of a governing 
formula, such the NAB code 
in AM radio. by spreading 
their plugs over the full 
length of a program. 

Case in point is “Petticoat 
Parade,” a five-minute filmed 
show which preemed on WJZ- 
TV Monday night (2) with the 
Tronrite Ironer Co. picking up 
the tab. Ostensibly designed 
to display the latest in elec- 
trical appliances for hausfrau 
viewers, the initial reel was a 
solid and frank pitch for the 
sponsor’s product. While the 
film was moderately interest- 
ing for the home-gadget ad- 
dicts. it’s a step towards under- 
mining video’s commercial 
broadcast standards. Herm. 








Producers: 


(27). 


interesting. 


William | 
Ingeniously adapted | 


of a dilemma. 


view, 


will 


sor’s 
can be done with 
takes televiewers on a four-month 
gold hunt with Eddie Albert, and 
shows some interesting sea shots. 

Future shows of this series will 
film atom 
Bikini. 


singer 


Albert 
range, how 


straiion of what 


camera 
ithom'---+-.- 


FASHIONS ON PARADE 
With Adelaide Hawley, June For- 


rest, Robert Douglas 


Caplin 


Director: Raymond Nelson 
Writer: Elinor Lenz 

30 Mins.; Wed., 9 p.m, 
LORD & TAYLOR 
WdIZ-TV, N. Y. 


(William Warren) 


Although direction, lensing and 
staging were expert, this fashion- 
cast. which has moved over from 
DuMont and 
bankroller. was dull on 
The tailoring may have been 
slick, but the basic fabric was un- 
It billboarded fashions 
and variety entertainment, but the 
stylists seemed to hog the show 
and there was little variety in the 
entertainment, 
solely of 
The chirping was 
catchy enough to sustain interest 
for the full stretch. The program’s 
conception seemed tied to the tech- 
nique of the 
photo, rather than developing the 
| live quality of video. 

The apparel displays were held 
together by the flimsiest of story 


picked 


which 


doing romantic 


fashion 


Leon Roth, Charles 


up a new 
opener 


consisted 
tunes. 
fair, but not 


mag still 


m. 
_BONAFIDE MILLS (16 Stations) 


BENNY RUBIN SHOW 

With Edith Fellows, Jackie Coogan, 
Vinnie Monte, Andrews Twins, 

_ Lou & Lillian Bernard 

| Producer: Jerry Rosen 

Director: Larry Schmah, Jr. © 

30 Mins.: Fri., 9 p. 





NBC-TV, from N.Y. 





(Leon) 
New Benny Rubin show, run in) 


by NBC as a replacement for “Stop 
Me If You've Heard This One,’ is | 


a low-budgeted vaudeo presenta | 
tion with okay talent, for the most 
part, but with a deplorable script. | 
What gags there were on the preem | 


stanza last Friday night (29) relied | 


'on cuteness, rather than humor, | 
|and emerged only cornfed. In ad- 


lines—a church wedding providing 


newlywed 


prices and 
However, 
didn’t come in 


“Fashions” 


entertainment 
the vocal 


the songs 


ACTION AUTOGRAPHS 
With Eddie Albert; 


emcee 


Producers: Brand, Marge Bishop 
Director: Tony Rizzo 

15 Mins., Sun., 9 p.m. 

BELL & HOWELL (4 Stations) 
ABC-TV, from Chicago 


(Henri. Hurst & McDonald) 


“Action Autographs” is preem 
of a series using film shot by guest 
stars of emcee Jack Brand. Idea is 


to interest camera fans in spon- 
showing what 
Preem 


products by 
films. 


bomb explosions 


digress 


4 “autographs” 


Mart, 


gal’s 


fashion 
beeause the 
close 
the details she 


Bril. 


pic development of plant 
growth and travelog features. 

Film caught showed Albert and 
Bur! Ives at sea off the 
coast of Mexico. Film later showed 
on gold hunt in mountain 
gold was discovered 
there, and then whisked teleview- 
ers back to Albert's dressing room 
for windup. 

Show amounts to a solid com- 
mercial for sponsor’s cameras, but 
plugs mostly amount to a demon- 
kind of pix can 
be taken with the equipment, and 
theretore work right into the for- 
mat 

Kids will like the program, and 
so will shutter bugs. Danger is that 
the format may 


excuse for showing feminine suits, 
a party presenting the bridesmaids 
in cocktail dresses, a love scene 
exhibiting the 
hostess gowns and the final seg- 
ment showing dressy outfits. 
laide Hawley’s down-to-earth com- 
mentary pointed out style trends, 
accessories, 
details. 
cameras 
enough, not all 
referred to could be spotted by 
the viewer. 


Ade- 


resents something 
rom the masculine 
point of view it offered the allure 
of a bevy of chic mannikins, but 
stronger 
than 


values 
duo should be 
added. From the distaff point of 
interrupted the 
fashion parade. But Lord & Taylor 
probably find the series an 
effective way of merchandizing its 
wares. 


Jack Brand, 


dition, not enough advantage was | 
taken of the format, which had | 
Rubin as a talent agent, to tie the | 
acts together. 
Program would run much more | 
smoothly with less emphasis on 
nine-year-old Vinnie Monte, cast 
| as Rubin’s office boy. The kid tried 
‘hard but couldn’t quite make it and 
| his impressions of Al Jolson were 
irritating, rather than entertaining. 
| Rubin handled his emcee chores 
| okay but couldn’t hurdle those gag | 
| lines he was forced to utter. An-| 
drews Twins terped an acceptable 
Spanish number and Lou and Lil- | 
lian Bernard provided one of the 
bright spots with their harmonica | 
virtuosity. Film actress Edith Fel- | 
| lows sopranoed her single number 
Sten but was lost, along with Jackie | 
| Coogan, in a sad skit at the windup. 
| Rubin, during the show, got in 
| plugs for several outsiders, includ- 
'ing a new RKO film and the Copa- 
eabana nitery. His emphasis on 
details put them far out of line. 
Bonafide Mills commercials, staged 
by Basch Radio & Television Pro- 
ductions, carried over from “Stop 
Me.” Those two “Wear” and 
“Tear” characters used for the 
plugs can get wearing and tearing. 
Stal, 


CINCY REDS’ BASEBALL 

With Waite Hoyt 

BURGER BEER 

WLWT, Cincinnati 
(Midland) 


Cincy, birthplace of professional 
baseball and the first major league 
city to go in for night games, is 
inaugurating a _ full-time’ video 
schedule this season after last 
year’s sampling of weekday sun- 
light games. In. giving the green- 
light to TV, the Red’s management 
reckons that it will keep step with 
radio as a--gate-builder for the 
sport. All announcing is done by 
Waite Hoyt, ex-big league who has 
become solid with baseball fans in 
these parts. In radio for a decade, 
starting in New York, Hoyt has 
been on stations here since 1942. 
He stacks up high. 

Television also is in able hands 
and the first night pickup was sur- 
prisingly good, the ball being fol- 
lowed in daytime clarity. 
tors of the field-play camera at 
Crosley Field, under the present 
exclusive air rights bankrolling by 
Burger Beer, are instructed to pull 
their ranges only on homers over 
the leftfield wall. From a roof 
beyond that barrier rises the huge 
sign of a competitive brew. 

Hoyt’s play-by-play of games is 
picked up an AM station, the 
Scripps-Howard WCPO, via _ the 


mere placement of an extra mike. | 


His TV commercials are mainly 
‘mentions of “this is the Burger 
| network” on breaks. The “Burger 
network” is something unto itself 
and probably the biggest of its 
kind. Linked with WCPO are more 
than 30 AM stations in Ohio, In- 
diana, Kentucky and West Virginia 
for airings of Reds’ games, both 
home and away. 
| For the WLWT audience, Jack 
Koons, head man of the Midland 
Advertising agency, has cooked up 
a series oi varied and impressive 
commercials during  half-inning 
breaks. . 
_Many of Hoyt’s listeners relish 
his emergency interruptions of 
regular play that are headaches to 
a lot of baseball narrators. The 
same when mound conferences 
take place during tight spots. On 
such occasions Hoyt ad libs hu- 
morous and inside tales of his ex- 
periences, naming players that 
every fan has heard of, and from 
experience telling what angles 
strategy chiefs and the players are 
discussing. Koons appreciated all 
these things to the extent that he 
signed him away from WCPO to 
an exclusive three-year contract 
with Burger Beer for service on 
stations he deals with. In a month 
or so, when WCPO adds TY, it will 





divide video baseball time for 
Burger with Crosley’s WLWT. 
Koll. 

Chicago — Exchange National 


Bank ot Chi took to television last 
week with a series of one minute 


into a film spots via WENR-TV, depicting 
standardized travelog, 7s more special services offered to clients.., 
than “ac 


Lawrence Advertising agency 
‘handles,  -_ - - - - ++ --+-+--- es 


| may 





‘series of snafued tricks. 


Opera- | 


¢ ‘mings, -- - 





or 





a oo | 


Tele Follow-up Comment 





“Admiral Broadway Revue” 
missed acutely the services of Mary 
McCarty, out because of illness, on 
Friday night’s (20) session. Forced 
to rely on -his other two stars for 
most of the work, producer-direc- 
tor Max Liebman ran two Sid 
Caesar skits with only one other 
act between them—and they were 
too similar not to look repetitious. 
Imogene Coca got better spacing 
between her numbers and thus 
fared better with her spoofing of 
the flapper era and the haunted 
house routine. 

Some other parts of the hour- 
long show indicated the writers 
be feeling the pressure of 
turning out a full-length revue 
week after week. Caesar's opening 
skit, a restaurant scene, ‘echoed 
one he did several months ago and 
his first impressionistic routine was 
a carbon, with slight variations, of 
the United Nations satire he in- 
troed on Broadway in “Make Mine 
Manhattan” and later repeated on 
this show. “Jesse James Ballet,” 
featuring Marge and Gower Cham- 
pion with the full company, had 


also been staged a but was | 
“di 


reprised, according to the an- 
nouncement, by “popular request.” 





Aside from its normal function 
of providing superior vaudeo, the 
Texaco Star Theatre has been im- 
portant as one of the better show- 
cases for tele talent. Case in 
point was provided by Tuesday’s 
(26) show which indicated that not 
all the great talents are in the 
super-salary brackets. There were 
three performers making their 
initial pitch on this show, the 
Amazing Mr. Ballentine, a comedy- 
magico; Lew Hearn, the writer-ac- 
tor, and Jack Norworth, an 
ASCAPer long in retirement who 
came in from the Coast to reprise 
some of the tunes he’s written. 

Ballentine, who recently started 
making the rounds after a lengthy 
illness, contributed an outstanding 
bit. His routine comprising a 
His de- 
livery is genuinely funny and his 
demeanor indicates that he’s lost 
none of his potency after his lay- 
off of several years. Hearn worked 
the familiar “Belt in the Back” 
skit which he wrote some years 
ago, with Milton Berle and Lou 
Sorin doing the salesmen spots. 

Aside from Berle’s assortment 
of zaneyisms, a high spot of the 
show was Ethel Merman who de- 
livered her usual top-drawer stint 
on this return date. 





Jack Gilford had his first tele- 
vision dramatic part on “Actor’s 
Studio” Thursday night (28) via 
ABC-TV and did well with it. 
Cast as a mechanic who was 


10 YEARS AGO 
With Ben Graver, Kyle MacDon- 
nell, Earl Wrightson, Martha 

Wright, 3 Flames, Norman Paris 

trio, others 
Producer: Roger Muir 
Director: Crais Alien 
Writer: Ethel Frank 
30 Mins.; Sat. (36), 8 p.m. 
Sustaining (13 stations) 
NBC-TV, from N. Y. 

NBC-TV made a_ hodge-podge 
roundup of its stars, some. film 
clips and a group of kinescope 
prints to celebrate the 10th anni 
of WNBT. its key N. Y. flagship 
station. Idea didn’t jell at all. 
Some of the talent for whom the 
web had pitched couldn’t make the 
show for various reasons; the kine 
recordings in no instance did jus- 
tice to the programs from which 
they were transcribed, and the 
whole thing failed to measure up 
to the pompous atmosphere §at- 
tempted by scripter Ethel Frank 
and emcee Ben Grauer. 

Best part of the show, and pure- 
ly from nostalgic reasons, was the 


film of the late Franklin D. Roose- | 


velt as he initiated the station’s 
programming at the N. Y. World’s 


Fair in 1939. Kyle MacDonnell and 


Earl Wrightson, who have become 


NBC-TYV staples on these anni cele- | 


brations, did okay with a couple 


of songs. as did Martha Wright and | 


the Three Flames. Kinescoping of 
“Howdy Doody.” last 
political conventions, the election 


night coverage and the show staged | 
carrier Leyte | 
the scope they | 


from the aircraft 
failed to provide 
carried in their original versions. 


Where the web really missed = | 
0 


boat, though, was in its failure 

underline the tremendous growth 
and current import of TV itself. 
Granted that the original WNBT 


'was a pioneer outlet and that NBC 


has helped pace the industry, too 
little emphasis was given to these 
factors. Occasion could have fur- 
nished a springboard for a rousing 
documentary on TV. Instead, NBC 
made of it another vaudeo layout, 
with slight birthday - candle trim- 


summer’s | 


@Cev- wy THTHESHESLOGELOCO ® Peony 


,ever hopeful of becoming a 
| baseball bigheaguer in an original 
| one-acter by Mel Goldberg, titled 
“Here Cofnes Spring,” Gilford 
| romped through the role and, with 
sparkling support from others in 
| the cast, made the stanza one of 
‘the winners in the series. World 
|Video, which produces the pack. 
_age, lensed special film with Gil- 
'ford for the ball park scenes and 
'director Alex Segal integrated 
‘them into the script without a 


| hitch, thereby giving needed scope ~ 


| to the story. 





—— 


Ed _ Sullivan’s ‘Toast 
|Town” show presented a sharper 
overall impression Sunday (1) night 
though it had a few lagring spots 
;and could have been better pro- 
| duced to provide a heavier impact, 
|It goes without saying that the 
| reason for the overall success was 
a stronger lineup of guest turns, 
| spotted judiciously, from Rolly and 
Bonny Pinckert, dance act, through 
| Billy Eckstine, Negro vocalist, 
who’s one of the hottest new nameg 
around at the moment. 

Sullivan and his producers could 
have cut the Pinckert’s opening 
dance turn. Theirs is a novel act 
in that they work two closing rou- 
tines on stilts, but the two preced- 
'ing tap bits could have been axed, 
Al Schacht, baseball’s pantomimer, 
was not as effective for the inti- 
macy of a video lens as he is in the 
ball park. Juanita Hall, who per- 
forms “Bali Ha’i” in “South Pa- 
cific,’ whammed over solidly with 
her handling of the tune and she 
was followed by two rather slow 
turns—Ian Hunter and Adrianne 
| Allen doing a rather talky, for tele- 
vision, scene from their show, 
“Edward, My Son.” “Sullivan made 
a mistake with the next act, a sup- 
posedly 12-year old tapstress from 
New Jersey. He failed to explain 
the reason for the use of the young- 
ster; she danced well enough, but 
not that well. 

Norman Evans, English comic, 
a great mugger using a dentist’s 
tooth-pulling routine which might 
not have sat well with many audi- 
tors, proved a funny man, but also 
overlong. Then there was Eck- 
stine, now at the Broadway Para- 
mount, who looked excepticnally 
good on the screen and made two 
clean hits with “Caravan” and 
“Bewildered,” two strong M-G-M 
records for him. 


| An hour of musical programming 
'can be deadly stuff, and the situa- 
tion Sunday night (1) on the Fred 
Waring show for General Electric 
wasn’t eased appreciably by sev- 
eral dead spots. Waring, firstly, was 
too unwieldy in his announcements 
,and attempts to be casual. There 
| was a strong need for comedy re- 
lief, and in the couple of spots 
where “comedy” was inserted, it 
didn’t come off. Namely that too- 
long “bit” towards the close by a 
bandsman wherein he described a 
Hawaiian scene to the accompani- 
ment of cartoon stills. And that 
business of the new “musicians 
union meeting,” to decide which 
should be the opener, is kind of 
tired by this time, being in the 
idiom of the overdone business of 
kidding the power of Petrillo. _ 

| It was a program replete with 
,orchestral music, group instru- 
-mentals, vocal groups, etc., all in 
the usual Waring idiom of expert 
| musical craftsmanship and staging. 
But it’s pretty tough to take for an 
‘hour, especially when the pace- 
changers, such as comedy bits, do 
'a nosedive. The “Video Ballroom 

‘contest helped some, but not 
‘enough. The concluding “Rou- 
'manian Rhapsody” of Enesco, with 
lyrics added, employed the entire 
‘ensemble and was a strong closef. 








Production of the A. P. Herbert 
‘comic operetta, “Big Ben,” proved 
to be one of the brightest enter- 
tainment bets yet put on from the 
| BBC video studios. TV version by 
Desmond Davis made this light mu- 
sical an ideal telecasting subject 
and a firstrate cast, including film 
star Jean Kent, Dennis Bowen, 
Gordon Little and Linda Gray, put 
over the lyrics with vivacity. In- 
telligently staged, with effective 
dance routines and carefully plan- 
ned settings, it was a sparkling 
evening’s entertainment. 





Detroit — Detroiters yearning to 
see themselves on television wil 
get their wish Wednesday, Satur- 
day and Sunday of this week. 
WWJ-TV will set up a special tele- 
vision booth at the eighth annual 
Detroit News Travel Show in Con- 
vention Hall. Anyone wanting to 
be telecast just makes his wish 
known to one of the engineers in 
charge of the booth and—zoom— 
the camera is on him. He will see 
himself on one of the big scree! 


Stal, - above the booth’s stage. 


of the. 
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NBC, CBS in New Pool on UN Coverage: 
Permanent On-Spot Crew Deal Mulled 


New pooling arrangemen t+ 


among NBC, CBS and the United 
Nations for television coverage of 
UN sessions presages day-to-day re- 
mote pickups of all sessions when 
the world organization moves into | 
its new permanent headquarters in 
Plans for the 
under construction 
Manhattan’s_ east 
each net’s 


a couple of years. 
buildings now 
on midtown’s 
side include space for 
equipment. 

In addition, UN spokesmen ex- 
pressed the hope this week that it 
would be possible for a permanent 
UN crew to provide on-the-spot 
coverage at all times. These pick- 
ups would then be available to any 
station wanting to carry them, as a 
substitute for the station’s individ- 
ual coverage. Several details re- 
main to be ironed out, however, 
before that plan can be put into 
effect. 

UN teamup with NBC and CBS 
was launched Monday (2) and is to 
operate for the remaining three 


weeks of sessions from both Lake | 


Success and Flushing Meadows. 
Pickups are to be made and mon- 
itored eight hours a day, five days 
a week. Any time it looks as 
though an interesting session might 
be coming up, the two networks 
will be alerted and can then put 
the program out on the air, inter- 
rupting their scheduled shows if 


the UN event merits that attention. | 


Two webs are splitting the costs 
with the UN. 

UN commentators explain 
problems being discussed and are 
prepared to present background 
material where necessary. Be- 
tween meetings, press conferences 
are held with delegates or visiting 
dignitaries in special studios pro- 
vided for the purpose. UN is also 
kinescoping much of the coverage 
and plans shipping the film to 
countries where TV is now in op- 
eration, including France, Eng- 
land and the Soviet Union. Moni- 
tors are also to be set up inside the 
UN buildings for the benefit of the 
public, press and delegates. 


| mental 
| five-piece band 


the , 





‘Stand By’ Back on ABC; 
‘Pappy’ in Talent Shakeup 


Chicago, May 3. 
“Stand By for Crime” returns 
to the ABC-TV network Saturday 
(7) after a month’s absence 
due to “production difficulties.” 


Chi-originated show will star My- 
ron Wallace as Lieut. Anthony 


Kidd of the homicide squad, 
30 minute, 7 p.m. 
weekly. 

“Happy .Pappy,” another tele 
package originating from Chi ABC 
but aired locally over WENR-TV, 
has undergone a talent shakeup. 
Disker Jack L. Cooper moved into 
the emcee spot, replacing Ray 
Grant. 

Bowing out with Grant are the 
Four Vagabonds, vocal group of 
which Grant was a member, and 
the Modern Modes, an_ instru- 
group. Jump _  Jackson’s 
will team with 
is a Don Mc- 


in a 


Cooper. “Pappy” 
Neill package. 


TEXAS TYCOONS PLAN 
5-OUTLET NETWORK 


Washington, May 3. 





A group of Texas oil and cattle 


men filed applications with the 
Federal Communications. Commis- 
sion last week to establish televi- 


sion stations in Fort Worth and 
Waco. Under the name of Texas 
Telenet System, the group had 


previously filed for three other sta- 
tions. 


microwave relay. 


The applications stated that | 
Beautord H. Jester, Governor ot 
Texas, is the “‘visionary force” be- 


hind the project. He owns 9% of 
the stock. Largest stockholder is 
Earl F. Slick, prexy of Slick Air- 
ways and half owner of Slick Oil 


Co., who holds a 22% interest ‘in 
the System. Of 23. stockholders 
listed in the applications, five 


showed net worth of more than 


| $1,000,000. 


(CDT) slot once- 


The five outlets would com- | 
prise a network to be connected by 


‘TI. Bill Would Take 10% | 
Bite on Boxing, Wrestling | 


Springfield, Ill., May 3. | 

Bill introduced into the Illinois 
legislature would levy a 10% bite 
on television proceeds against box- 
ing and wrestling promoters. 

State Sen. Peter Miller (‘Rep., 
Chi) sponsored the bill, which if 
passed, would exempt events 
staged by vet groups, National 
Guard, or charitable organizations. 


Ouimet Picked To 
Head Canada TV 


Toronto, May 3. 

New post of Coordinator of Tele- 
vision for Canada, set up under 
the present system of federal-op- 
erated TV in this country, goes to 
Alphonse Ouimet, engineering staft- 
fer of the Canadian Broadcasting 
Corp. He recently returned from 
a comprehensive study-tour of TV 
operations in the U. S., Britain, 
France and Holland. 

According to Dr. Augustin Fri- 
gon, CBC general manager, Ouimet 





will supervise TV activities in 
Canada during the necessary pre- 
liminary stages preceding actual 


TV operations in which the CBC 
'and independent stations will ulti- 
mately be engaged. Since xgraduat- 
ing in electrical engineering from 


McGill Univ., Ouimet has been en- | 


gaged in TV research since 1932. 

He has been on the staff of CBC 
since 1937. 

Cuimet is a member of the tele- 
vision committee of the Interna- 
tional Institute of Radio Engineers; 
chairman of the TV advisory com- 
mittee of the Canadian Radio Tech- 
nical Planning Board. 





WJBK’S CUFFO PIX 
Detroit, May 3. 


In an effort to make it as finan- | 


cially painless as possible for tele 
advertisers, WJBK is furnishing 
free one-minute films to advertis- 
ers signing 13-week contracts. 

Station has Mort Walton, former 
Paramount cameraman, handling 
filming. If the advertiser cancels 
before the contract period, station 
bills for $150 cost of filmed com- 
mercials. 
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Acknowledging with Heartfelt Thanks the Courtesy 
and Co-operation of American Showmen 


NORMAN EVANS| 


“BRITAIN’S AMBASSADOR OF MIRTH” 


On Television with Ed Sullivan’s 
“Toast of the Town,” Sunday, May 1 
and Immediately RE-ENGAGED for Sunday, May 8 


Concluding Limited American Engagements with His Appearance on the 
Gala Re-opening Show of 


RKO PALACE, NEW YORK 


(Week May 19) 


Personal Direction: HYMAN ZAHL 


PL 7-3158 
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London 


Cyril Berlin 


Chandos Place Templebar 7255 








_ Station running through a 13-week 


_ 
lnside Televist 

Pointing up again the growing alliance between the film and tele. 
vision industries, ‘“Yesterday’s Newsreel,’”’ TV package comprising a 
roundup of newsreel clips from years past, has been booked into sey- 
eral newsreel theatres in different parts of the country. Ziv Television 
Productions, which packages the program, retains its screen credits on 
the theatrical playdates. It serves as good promotion for the outfit’s 
future video packages. As a TV show, “Yesterday’s Newsreel” is aired 
Sunday nights via CBS under Seidenberg Cigars’ sponsorship. 


Fifteen-minute package costs an average of $5,000 per week to turn 
out. According to Ziv TV prez John L. Sinn, the footage used alone 
costs $3 per foot. Since 990 feet are used a week, basic cost of the 
film is $2,970. In addition, seven Ziv staffers wor kon the single pack- 
age, selecting and processing the film and rounding it into its final 
program format 





NBC prexy Niles Trammell last week reaffirmed his conviction that 
television, rather than hurting other advertising media, will help them 
by creating new desires and needs, thereby increasing the demand for 

| goods. Speaking at the American Newspaper Publishers Assn. con- 
vention in N. Y., he pointed out that the TV industry itself would 
spend considerable money in newspaper ads, either through set manu- 
facturers or sponsors. “Certainly,” Trammell said, 


“the competition of 
television for the advertising dollar cannot be lightly dismissed. Tele- 
vision is an evolutionary development to which radio, for one, must 


adjust itself. It may seriously affect marginal techniques. But no one 
medium can encompass the whole advertising job for American in- 
dustry; we cannot glimpse the foreseeable future when television will 
duplicate in coverage, technique and economy the job that radio ig 
doing today.” 

NBC prez predicted total television times sales for 1949 would ap- 
proximate $25,000,000, or three times what they were last year. Station 
income today represents only one-third of the total operating expense, 
he said, but the difference is being rapidiy cut down as TV schedules 
fill up with new advertisers. Trammell also pointed up the fact that 
30% of the TV stations on the air today are owned by newspaper 
publishers. He outlined the operating losses being incurred by most 
of them, but predicted they would reach the break-even point late this 
year or early in 1950. 


ABC-TV introed a new technique in television yesterday 
when it staged a video press conference to ballyhoo its 
| Europe” film series, 


| 
| 


(Tues.) 
“Crusade in 
using a closed-circuit hookup covering 13 cities. 

Radio editors and reporters across the country submitted questions 
in advance on the series based on Gen. Dwight Eisenhower's book. The 
journalists then had the opportunity of seeing and hearing their ques- 
tions put by Jerome H. Walker, managing editor of “Editor and Pub- 
lisher.”” Queries were answered by Mark Woods, ABC prexy; Roy 
Larsen, prexy of Time, Inc., sponsoring “Crusade” for Life and Time; 
and Richard de Rochemont, March of Time producer. The vidpic 
series was produced by MOT through arrangement with 20th-Fox, 
which owns the tele rights. 

The conference, which had been rehearsed 
followed by a preview 
Assault on Italy.” 
4:30 p.m. 


. moved smoothly. It was 
screening of Chapter 9 of the series. “The 
The entire conference lasted an hour, from 3:30 to 





To celebrate its first anni, “Cartoon Tele-Tales,” 
moppets aired Sunday evenings via ABC-TV, is running a special elec- 
tion among its viewers. Kids will vote, during the next three weeks, 
on whichever of the 60 stories narrated on the program they liked best. 


Bannister Sees 100,000 KTSL Sells Grunts 


Sets in Detroit Area By 


End of Year; 55,000Now ~ In 24 52-Wk. Deal 


Detroit, May 3. | 

There may be 100,000 television | 
sets in the Detroit area by the end | 
'of this year, according to Harry 
| Bannister, general manager of the 
| Detroit News stations WWJ-AM, 
| WWJ-FM and WWJ-TV. He says 
| there now are about 55,000 sets in 
| the Motor City area. A little more 
| than a year ago there were only , 
| 5,000. | Full wrestling card will be spon- 
The baseball season has greatly | sored, starting May 16. Pact was 


half-hour show for 


Hollywood, May 3. 
Don Lee television has inked its 


second full year TV_ sponsorship 
contract. Five local Buick dealers 
will pick up a $50,000 tab for 
wrestling bouts ftelensed from 
‘Hollywood Legion stadium each 
Monday night. 




















The Amazing Mr. 


BALLANTINE 


| accelerated sales of sets, he de- | set by Bob Hoag, sales head for 
| games, which means most of the | /$50,000 deal for sponsorship of 
home games, other than Sundays, | | boxing bouts by Camel cigarettes. 
| holidays and night games, all of | 
| which are prohibited to WWJ-TV. | 
to Detroit in steadily increasing Nine KTLA Airers Opened 
numbers, and are boosting set 
sales,”” Bannister said. “Right now, To Participation Spots 
we are carrying more than 15 
programs. Our current schedules) . KTLA has opened up nine of its 
of overall operation call for 42 Video programs for participating 
hours weekly.” spot commercials. Station topper 
| Klaus Landsberg asserts that if the 
m4 |in each show, more coin can be 
IMPPRO Skeds Series ‘cornered than if package was sold 
to a single sponsor. 
Paramount outlet is selling spots 
Hollywood, May 3. | in its feature pictures, wrestling, 
IMPPRO is planning to shoot a boxing, “Hollywood Opportunity,” 
series of 13 telepix with each film “Tricks and Treats,” “Meet Me in 
running 60 minutes. Tele series Hollywood,” “Movietown, RSVP, 
pic. Films will not be rolled, how- Zine of the Week.” “Shopping” 
ever, until IMPPRO has pocketed 294 “Magazine” have always been 
enough regional sponsors to defray OP&? to participating sponsors. 
the initial nut. | 
according to the number of sets. 9 
Price range has been set at $250 
to $750 per showing with each 
is to be shot here of the floor show 
at the Rocking M. Dude Ranch, 
local nitery. Lee Studio of this 
city is preparing the program for 
pic will feature F. Hernandez, ven- 
triloquisf; Westernaires, string 
cowboy band, and Bob White. The 
audience will also participate in, 


‘clared. WWJ-TV will televise 35 KTSL. Station last week set a 
| “Network programs are coming | 
hours weekly of NBC contmercial Hollywood, May 3. 
| outlet can sell three or four spots 
OF 60-Minute Vidpix 
has been budgeted at $40,000 per | Shopping at Home” and “Maga: 
Vidfilms will be sold in markets 
series four times yearly. | %() 
_ San Antonio—A television film. I \ 
DuMont Corp., of New York. The 
the program. 

















VARIETY TELEVISION 33 


26 French Shorts Packaged NBC Dickering for N. Y. Center Theatre 





For Video by Telepak 


0 Space Situation W 
Seteder perty teat ety Sa ee. seecheeed 96 As Studio Space Situation Worsens 
Crowley and Rush Hughes, of | originally made for general release 


WGN-TV, hosted a baby orang-|in France, run 30 minutes each. 











| New York 


Hope Miller upped to feature NBC television, still desperate ;their program hours continually, 


pilling on the Ted Steele show for 
DuMont (WABD, Tuesdays) after 
guesting three times with the va- 
riety layout. ae 

Alan Sands currently writing for 
the Hank Ladd Arrow show. Also | 
writing comedy bits for the Lambs 
Gambols....Stephen Price into 
TV production with several pack- 
ages since resigning from CBS, 
where he was a radio director. 

Lynn L. Bernard, formerly TV 
account executive with BBD&O, 
has joined the Princeton Film Cen- 
tre. He’ll direct the expanded video 
activities at the centre... Paul v. E. 


outang on “Women’s Magazine of 
the Air” . . . Eddie Reich new as- 
sistant director at WBKB... Hol- 


land Engle is WGN-TV host on/! 


“Reel Adventures,” weekly film 
shot by Chi amateurs ... WBKB 
and WNBQ presenting clients and 
agencies with complete promo- 
tional kits on tele shows staged by 
those stations. Kits are creations 
of promotion directors Red Quin- 
lan of WBKB and Hal Smith of 
WNBQ Comedian Georgie 


Gobei guested on WGN-TV’s “Club | 


Television” Tuesday (3)... Sports 
writer Bob Becker made guest shot 
with Paul Fogarty of WGN-TV. 


Films were purchased by Telepak 
for $2,800 apiece. Firm is ped- 
dling the package for $104,000. 

| Each film is a complete episode 
featuring puppets. Telepak is 
| inserting all new dialog and sound 
effects. 





Houston—A _ television 
Rill be held here May 31 during 
the convention of the Advertising 
Federation of America to be staged 
at the Rice hotel. Session will be 
presided over by Eugene S. 
Thomas, manager of WOIC-TV, 
Washington. 


session — 


for studio space, has been dicker- 
ing to take over the Center the- 
atre in N. Y.’s Radio City as @ TV 
origination site. Web has also put 
out feelers for the king-sized vark- 
ing garage next door and hopes to 
negotiate a longterm lease for one 
or both of them, 


Disclosure of the pending NBC 
deal, following closely after news 
that ABC will soon take over the 
Elysee theatre, N. Y., for TV pur- 
poses, underlines the cramped 
conditions confronting each of the 
four major video webs. With the 
webs extending 





the number of | 


the situation is expected to grow 
steadily worse. DuMont’s offer to 


/utilize some property it owns in 
| Clifton, N. J., as a “TV City” to 
| be shared by all the webs, is still 
| being mulled by the other outfits 
/and, as a result, has not progressed 


past the talking stage. 

Center theatre is now operated 
by the Rockefeller interests, which 
own the entire group of buildings 
comprising Radio City, and has 
been used for some time as the 
N. Y. playing-ground for the Sonja 
Henie-Arthur M. Wirtz ice revues 

(Continued on page 36) 

















Perez, ex-Muzak Corp.., has been 
upped by Cinemart to TV sales di- 
rector. 

Bob Henry has joined cast of 
“Charade Quiz’ on WABD 
Thesper Allan Stevenson, now in | 
Broadway's “Anne of the Thou- 
sand Days.” travels to Philadelphia 
Tuesdays for a new stanza, ‘““Make 
It Yourself”... WABD’s “Okey | 
Dokey Ranch” negotiating move to | 
a new network this summer. Stan- 
za will stage a jamboree at the 
Children’s World exposition at 
Grand Central Palace May 21 
“Winner Take All” going in for a 
new celeb policy, with Boris Kar- | 
loff teeing off on May 7 Marie 
Mahar, Conover TV model, is also 
a registered nurse. 


Hollywood 


KTTV has pocketed $3,250 for 
sponsorship of 13 Vienna Philhar- 
monic Orchestra films. Programs 
are being sponsored by Citizens 
National Bank .. . Associated Tele- | 
vision Productions of America has 
been formed by Walter R. Gaynor, 
Hubbard Hunt, W. B. Gessinger, 
©. O. Liffers and Arthur C. Fisher. | 
Firm has a capital stock of $1,000.- 
000; none subscribed as yet .. . Lo- 
cal disk jockey Dick Whittinghill 
has turned to television and is giv- 
ing himself away as a baby sitter. 
Whittinghill bows over KFI-TV 
with “Your Baby Sitter.’”” Program 
is produced by Bob Anderson. It 
features a giveaway gag with Whit- 
tinghill baby-sitting for the winner | 
for one evening .. . KTSL has laid | 
out $1,250 for five feature pictures | 
which the station will start beam- | 
ing in May. Films, made in 1935. 
are “Made for Each Other,” | 
“Dancing Pirates,’ “Little Lord 
Fauntleroy,” “Nothing Sacred” and | 
“Becky Sharp.” Pix were leased 
from Toby Aprguish ... Lou Weiss | 
and Co. is making a series of 10-| 

' minute animal shorts for tele-| 
y vision. Series is being slanted | 
toward the kiddie trade with still | 
on! fog Be gg Bay = | Commercial demonstration technique 
habitation of the different farm | 1s tops 
beasts. 


NBC SPOT TV SHOWC 














... BUT NOT FORGOTTEN 
with Herbie Mintz & Norm Barry 


WNBQ, Chicago 
5:00-5:15 PM Monday through Friday 


Available on participation basis 


CAROL CALLING with Carol Reed 
WPTZ, Philadelphia 


7:00-7:15 PM Tuesday and Thursday 
6:00-6:15 PM Wednesday 


Available on participation basis 


JUDY SPLINTERS with Shirley Dinsdale 
KNBH, Hollywood 


7:00-7:15 PM Sunday-Thursday 
Available as package 


**Most outstanding 1948 TV personality” 
(Academy of TV Arts and Sciences) 


Judy is distaff Charlie MeCarthy 


Philly’s Miss Television Show biz nostalgia 
“First Lady Dise Jockey”’ (Variety) 


Sings with records 


Songs of ‘‘back when’’ 
eae Shirley invites radio and ser star 
Touring cars & flapper girls tod ey \ lio and screen stars 
‘ udy takes over 

Guest stars 


Intros musical film shorts ‘“‘Enormously popular’? (John Crosby) 


Tie-ins with youth group events 
Follows Kukla, Fran & Ollie 
$360 per show ine. rehearsal 
Best buy west of Rockies 


Herbie—30 years a showman 
Norm—29 years 


$75 per participation Follows Howdy Doody 
. | £ ‘ yp 2 
Chicago | Your Order 
Dave Garroway show screened | in ' ' a 
from WNBQ involves so many acts | ae 2 2 
that the production staff is almost | 
crowded out of studio... ABC-TV | 
veepee John Norton hosted local | 
press Tuesday ‘3) at preview of | 
Crusade in Europe”... WBKB| 
news editor Ulmer Turner build- | 
ing a radio lab on his new farm 
near Northbrook, Ill... . WGN-TV 
screening ‘“Scattergood Baines” | 
film weekly .. . WNBQ producer 
Norman Felton surprised with | 


RS ! 


$50 per participation 





Streamlined a Rep 
Of Five Classics Being 
Packaged by Oliver 


Sherling Oliver is offering net- 
work execs a package production 
consisting of an operatic repertory | 
company equipped with operas | 
streamlined for half-hour presenta- | 
tions. The company consists of a| 
cast of 11, who have on hand five 
operas already condensed by Rene 
Maison, former Met Opera singer 
and director. The operas will be 
done in costumes with special set- 
lings. 


Ris SE 





BUMP HADLEY’S SPORT SPOTLIGHT Your NBC Spot Salesman has dozens 
WBZ-TV, Boston 

7:00-7:15 PM Monday 

also BUMP HADLEY’S COUNTRY STORE 

7:00-7:15 PM Wednesday 

Available as package 

THE Bump Hadley 

16 years of major league pitching 

Now pitches sport news 


WHAT'S NEXT 

with Fileen Hanrahan and 

Howard Reig—WRGB, Schenectady 
6:00-6:45 PM Monday through Friday 


Available on participation basis 


of television shows to select from... 


Al i 


just the right one for your client. 


NBC SPOT SALES 


representing television stations: 


nee 


Nie Bind a 


Situation comedy 


Cast has been chosen not only Hanrahan played lead in “Waves & Wolves” WNBT 
for singing ability, but also for 
telegenic qualifications. The 
Operas, which include “Faust,” 
Cavalleria Rusticana.” “Romeo 
and Juliet,” “Rigoletto” and “Don 
Giovanni,” were directed by 
Maison and Oliver and will be con- 
ducted by Lee Shaynen, who made 
his conductional debut with the 
N. Y. City Opera Co. last week 
The cast includes Norman Farrow, $3750 per announcement (1 min.) 
Donald Johnston, Richard Torigi, ) 
John Gallo, William Upshaw. ' 
arian Hughes, Eleanor Knatt, i 
Naomi Ornest and Margaret Rittgr.. 


New York ) | 


Reig: H. P. Davis award winner ‘48 WNBQ .. . Chicago 


EID 


Rapid fire: “‘Dept. of confusion” KNBH «2 2. « « « « Hollywood 
Philadelphia 
WEBTV .-0-0.8 8 6-2 
WIG. eS oe 
a 


WROTE «.c oo 


Guest sports stars 

Boston’s bugs about baseball 

$100 per show and rehearsal 

Kump pitches Van Heusen shirts 
Fri, & Sat. 

What ll he pitch Mon. & Wed, 


Fun WPTZ .. 


io eee em 


Piano, bass & clarinet trio Boston 


Big time package Cleveland 


Small time price . Washington ‘ 











. Schenectady 








s I , 
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College Sports Mixed on TV Threat’; 





| Colorado U. ‘Problems’ 


Smaller Schools Scared It Will Hurt 











Washington, May 3. ¢ 

The effect of television on cl 
attendance. particularly at colleges, 
is still to be determined. The 
smaller schools fear video will 


hurt, not so much by keeping fans af the art” (CBS has no manufac- 
away irom their games but also turing tiein). Such companies, he 
by diverting their interests to big- said. “enjoyed spectac ular rises for 
ger games which they can watch |4 brief period, then passed from 
on the video screen. the scene.” 

College public relations direc- Tele a Safeguard 
tors, meeting here last week. were As in recent years, Sarnoff paid 
sufficiently concerned with the particular attention to television, 
possible video impact on their box- terming it “one of the safeguards 
office receipts to devote a panel against a serious economic reces- 
Session to the question. Some of sion.” While underlining the fact 
the reports given were pessimistic; that TV , in both reception and 
transmission, is subject to Govern- 
mental controls, he emphasized 
there is no danger of present-day 


‘Skyrocket Bids’ 


Continued from page 21 








: 





others saw benefits from video 
Norton Pritchett, athletic direc- 
tor of the Univ. of . Virginia, 
thought gate receipts in colleges 
will be hit hard. Television set 
owners, he reported, prefer their 
ee eae ee, aie ae out naming Zenith Radio, which 
om * Abn had alluded to such reports in its 
going to the game. Pritchett bc terdedl told: 
thought the institutions allowing . nelevision i tin powerful a 
events to be televised will do ir-| . Silla ; “vd 
reparable harm to other institu. 'O'C® for the ee” to “7 
tions. “The advantages now,” he stopped by reer Cory Sieber 
said, ‘‘are on the side of television.” ganda. He concede . 
However, Dean Eppley of Mary- 
land Univ. pointed out that to 
really determine what video will 
do it will be necessary to poll the 
fans, rather than set owners. There 
are two types of fans, he said. One 
type is a sports lover, who can 
be counted on to attend. The other 
attends for social reasons and Won't 
come if it’s any trouble. ‘““What the 
colleges must do,” said Eppley, “is 


draw the fan to the game by mak- e 
ing it a more colorful affair and Sh ff ld | t () 
a better all-around show.” e 1é S ni 


‘Poor Business Deal’ 

Max Farrington of George Wash- 
ington Univ. thought that “until 
television can lay it on the line 
ao a a Re B cgg «Pose Sheffield Farms has become the 
deal.” He believed video will hurt first advertiser to pull out all its 
his college because it is a minor, radio coin for an exclusive ride on 
sports centre. Jim Gibbons, sports yigeg Milk company, which has 
commentator of WMAL, Washing- = aie awe , 
ton, didn’t think baseball or boxing been bankrolling Happy Felton’s 
have been hurt by video and doubt- “Guess Who?” aud participation 
ed that any sports in the capital show on WOR. N.Y., will shift that 
have been affected. Gibbons program to WNBT, NBC’s TV flag- 
thought there’s too much emotion ship. May 15 on a 52-week contract. 
and not enough facts on the sub-' N. W. Ayer is the agency. 
ject. Sheffield's move is being viewed 

George Carroll of Maryland as the harbinger of a similar swing 
Univ. thought programs could be by medium-bracket air advertisers 
developed on television that would who have been eyeing video's 
create new fans for sports. marketing potential. 


z= 


near future. Noting “dire predic- 


programming and asked the public 
to be patient with the showmen 
and performers in the medium who 
are still working to develop im- 
proved techniques. He also em- 
phasized RCA’s new 45-rpm record- 
changer, declaring the new system 
has been widely accepted by the 
public. 











PERMANENT CAREER POSITION 


NATIONALLY KNOWN FIRM HAS RESPONSIBLE 
$7-9,000 OPENING AVAILABLE FOR PROPER MAN 


37-50 Years of Age 


and Available for Limited Travel 
YOU WILL BE ASSIGNED TO REPRESENT US IN WORK 
WITH OUR CLIENTS 


Write Box No. V-10i for Appointment 
Variety, 154 W. 46th Street, New York 19 





ices to keep pace with the growth | 


TV sets becoming obsolete in the | 


tions” about the possible quick ob- | 
solescence of receivers, but with- 


mate success will depend on its | 





Rival Hartford 


Airer Gets c te Kudos Continued from page 20 
Boulder, Col., May 
“State Problems,” transcribed %4™mes seven days a week. Original | 


series produced by the radio de- schedule called for sole coverage | 


partment of the Univ. of Colorado, by WIHT. ; : 
was kudosed by both houses of the! Reason for the split coverage is 
state legislature in a tribute to its not all one of community pride and 
fair and objective reporting. The 4 desire to give baseball patrons 
lawmakers’ vote is significant, be- the home team games. Background 
cause the Senate was controlled by for duo coverage is two-fold. For 


: I by the the low Hooper-rated, high-pow- 
ok teats gy eo Ri Aen the, Mio ered WONS, Yankee-owned Mutual 


covered issues on which there was ffiliate, it’s a shot in the arm. Sta- 
strong partisan feeling. tion is on its third manager in 
, The eories was produced by three years in attempt to recoup 
Elisworth Stepp, radio director of prestige and listening audience. 

the university. It was carried by 13 WTHT, Hartford Times-owned, 


stations: KLZ. KGHR, KFXJ,! claimed it was unable to clear a 
KIUP, KGIW, KSFT, KRDO, couple of nights on its schedule 
KBOL. KFKA. KCOL, KLMR and (‘games of the ball club are all 
KRAT. night time with exception of Sat- 


cecaeeeees urdays and Sundays). Station 
manager Glover Delaney said that 

~ - the station was pretty well sewed 
Airplane Crash in Storm up with ABC shows on Wednes- 
day and Friday nights, and felt 
Causes Death of Kansas that deletion of these shows ( Milt 
Berle, Ted Mack, Groucho Marx, 


Bing Crosby, fights, etc.), would 
Farm Program Radioites raise too much protest from listen- 
Kansas City, May 3. ers. 

A sudden storm and high wind Trade talk here, however, is that 
over southeastern Kansas brought Delaney was afraid to pressure 
death to three men when their air- | ABC for fear of alienating the net. 
plane crashed in the sandhills near Sometime during this month, 
the town of Nickerson last Tues- WHAY of neighboring New Britain 
day (26). The three were Gene takes to the ether with 5,000 watts 
Shipley, farm editor and program on a day and night operation. 
director of WIBW, Topeka; K. G. WTHT is a 250 watter. It’s a 
“Pug” Marquardt, chief engineer well-known fact that the more pow- 
for WIBW and KCKN, its Kansas erful WHAY would like the ABC 
City affiliate, and pilot of the franchise. It’s not very hard to 
plane; and Perry Reed, a farmer’ see why ABC would be interested 
from Reading, Kan., who had in a possible change-over. That’s 
boarded the plane at the very last | believed the reason why WTHT did 
minute before its takeoff. not pressure the point for release 

The plane was one of several | of shows in order to broadcast the 





| which WIBW operated. Marquardt | games. 


|had been piloting 


“Flying Roost- One odd factor is that whereas 


iers” for Shipley for about three| WTHT claimed it was unable to 





| 


lof the state and some in border- | 


AM to TV Parade 


| contract, no work.” 


years, and the two have covered | clear its night schedule, WONS 
virtually every nook and cranny | was not able to clear weekends. 











ing states in arranging WIBW pro- 
grams and commentary for farm 
listeners. 

Shipley had been with the Ar- 
thur Capper station since 1939. He | 
had been announcing for about! And ’49 billings are said to be 
15 years, taking to radio after a, 25% better than the initial quar- 
brief period in which he was 4 | ter of ’48. In addition to 78 hours 
film exhibitor at Clay Center, Kan. weekly of Italian, the station airs 
Funeral services for both men 161% hours of Polish, 7% hours of 
were held in Topeka Friday (29). Jewish, 7 hours of Spanish, 534 


hours of German and one hour 
Philco Philly 


of Russian. 
Continued from page 20 


Multi-Lingual 


Continued from page 23 


























WWRL, N. Y., airs 65 hours 
weekly in 11 foreign languages, 
with stress on Spanish, German, 
Czechoslovakian and Greek. Also 
tion could be reopened during the’ carried are Syrian, Russian, Polish, 
extension period. Hungarian, Lithuanian, Ukranian 

The major issues in the break- and French. As many other sta- 
down, which came with a strike tions in the field, WWRL does a'! 
vote by the unions Friday (29), job in plugging public service 
were employees’ demands for a 15¢ drives such as charities, citizen- 
an hour increase and inauguration ship, health and inter-racial under- 
of a pension plan, which the labor standing in the foreign tongues. 
leaders estimate would cost the Typical of the activity was a 13- 
company 412% of its payroll. week series and spot announce- 

The company offered certain ment on venereal disease in sev- 
concessions in the matter of paid eral languages. Its waxed foreign- 
holidays, overtime and free hos- language spots were offered to 
piltalization, but it balked at the other stations. 
wage hike. Frank Blechinger,, WBNX, N. Y., carries 36 hours 
president of Local 101, represent- weekly in six foreign languages. 
ing 4,000 Phileo radio and tele- In the past five years the station 
vision workers in 21 plants, and has dropped ;five other languages, 
Michael Toohey, president of Lo-' although the itotal time allotted to 
cal 102, representing 2,000 refrig- | non-English stanzas has remained. 
erator workers, took the stand “no the same. Biz is reported to be 
| holding up. Other New York indies 














A WOV ADVERTISER REPORTS... 


A 15 minute program on WOV, 5 days a week, pulled 
15,090 replies on a $4.00 unit sale---Two weeks, March 
28 to April 9, 1949. This is added proof that on WOV... 


RESULTS IS THE BUY-WORD 


Originators of 


Chadstel Clatencer 





== _ with foreign skeds are WLIB and 
WEVD. 








NBC’s Summer 


Continued from page 21 





featuring the King’s Men, replac- 
ing Fibber McGee & Molly for 
Johnson’s Wax Tuesdays at 9:30: | 
, Nelson Eddy-Dorothy Kirsten for 
“Kraft Music Hall” Thursdays at 
9; “Archie Andrews” for “The 
Great Gildersleeve’ Wednesdays 
at 8:30 for Kraft, and the “Thin 
Man,” tentatively set to replace. 
Eddie Cantor Fridays at 9 for 
Pabst. 

In addition, a new comedy show 
starring George O'Hanlon, for- 
merly sustaining on the Don Lee- 
Mutual web on the Coast, has Been 
sold by indie packager Bernard 
Schubert to Tums as a summer re- 
placement for Alan Young. New 
show takes over the Tuesday night 
8:30 to 9 slot. 

Still on the indefinite list are 
Eversharp’s “Take It or Leave It,” 
now aired Sunday nighis at 10: 
“This Is Your Life,” sponsored by 
Philip Morris Tuesdays at 8; Seal- 
test show (Dorothy Lamour) Thurs- 
days at 9:30, and “Truth or Con- 
sequences,’ sponsored by Duz Sat- 
| urdays at 8:30. | 


-NEW_YORK 


Color TV Spurred 


By Johnson Talk 


Washington, May 3 
Prospects for color mth 
were revived last week in Wash- 
ington radio circles in the wake 
of Sen. Edwin C. Johnson’s speech 


{in the Senate urging the Federal 


Communications Commission to 
open the gates to higher quality 
video development. Eyes were 
again directed toward CBS experi- 
mentation in New York and the 
possibilities inherent in its dem- 
onstrations of 6mc wide color trans- 
mission. 

Johnson’s disclosure that the 
Commission “has data and skilled 
engineering advice in its own files 
which say that color is ready,” 
has buoyed up spirits among of- 
ficials who have contended all 
along that video allocations should 
provide for the higher definition 
pictures. They agree with the 
Senator that the state of the me- 
dium is relatively primitive com- 
pared to what it will be, that “tele- 
vision in the laboratory surpasses 
in every material aspect what is 
on the market.” 

They concur also with Johnson 
when he said: “Color television 
will help the little fellow because 
he could get local advertising 
revenue which he cannot get with 
black and white. Opening up the 
ultra high’s to commercial opera- 
tion with color would compel the 
radio industry to get in and 
develop the ultra high’s instead of 
hanging back to first exploit the 
lower frequencies.”’ 

FCC color advocates are already 
posing the question of whether it 
should be necessary to allocate 
separate frequencies in the UHF 
band for color and for black and 
white. Some are disposed to make 
the entire 475-890mc band avail- 
able for either color or mono- 
chrome, with the choice the sta- 
tion’s. Although they recognize 
this may involve a further delay 
in developing standards for color 
they believe such a step might act 
as a great competitive spur to bet- 
ter programs. It would not be long, 
they feel, before the required re- 
ceivers would be on the market. 

It has also been suggested that 
color would serve as an incentive 
to establish stations in the UHF, 
particularly in cities where outlets 
are already operating in the lower 
band. This would obviously give 
the UHF station an advantage and 
provoke loud squawks. Then what 
about color downstairs? ‘“There’s 
no reason,” an official said, ‘“‘why 
you can’t have 6me color down- 
stairs as well as upstairs.” Mod- 
erately-priced attachments to make 
existing sets receive color would 
be no problem, he declared. 





Detroit— WWJ, Detroit News 
station, has been awarded the Al- 
fred P. Sloan plaque for outstand- 
ing public service in promotion of 
highway safety in 1948. Plaque 
was presented to Harry Bannister, 


“WWJ general manager, last week 


in New York by Alfred P. Sloan, 
Jr., president of the Alfred P. 
Sloan Foundation and chairman of 
the board of directors of General 
Motors Corp. 


——= 














AT LIBERTY 


9 room house near Stony Brook, 
Seclusion from scripts, sponsor 
salesmen. Garden landscaping worthy 
jackpot prize. Toolhouse, root cellar. 
Kreenhouse, playroom with flreplace 
for the hobbyist. For HER—privacy, 
bedroom with fireplace, oodles of 
closets. Large enough to entertain 
VIPs. 4 bedrooms, 3 baths. Small 
enough to handle without a meid 
Room for chickens, cows, pigs, for 
HAV-MOR plan. Ideal for children 
Beach, golf. ete: Under $350.000 
Write Box 306, St. James, N. Y., or 
call St. James 465. 














FOR RENT 


56th & Sth Ave., N.Y.C. Wilt sublet 
beautifully ‘srnished hotel apartment, 
twe roer:.. and kitchenette, for fio 
months. Fuii hotel service. Leaving for 
Europe. $300 monthly. Telephone 
LU 2-3230 fer appointment. 














Office Space for Rent 
RADIO CITY VICINITY 


Desirable 1- and 2-reom offices with 
telephone switchboard service, 
on 4th flvor 
ABBEY HOTEL 
151 W. Sist St. New York City 
Phone: Clirele 6-9400 
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Inside Stuff—Radio 


Sir Herbert Evatt, president of the UN General Assembly and head | 





New Tele Biz 











of the Australian delegation, will address the Radio Executives club in 


N. Y. at the Hotel Roosevelt tomorrow (Thurs.) noon. 


The luncheon 


kudosing the UN will be attended by other international dignitaries, 


including Sec. Gen. Trygve Lie. 


NBC will carry a portion of Evatt's 


speech. Membership at the meeting will also vote on a proposed bylaw | 
change on club officials being elected by voice-vote instead of ballots. 
Another item to be decided is changing of the organization’s name to 


“Radio and Television Club.” 


Latter move is expected to meet opposi- 


tion, as some members believe the word “radio” covers the entire field. 


ABC’s “America’s Town Meeting,” which will go on a round-the- 
globe tour this summer, will use the simultaneous translation technique 
of the U.N. The multi-language method will be tested in a non- 
broadcast session of ‘‘Meeting” Monday (9) at 8 p.m. at Town Hall, N. Y. 
Taking part will be Dr. George N. Shuster, Hunter College prexy, and 


Francis Williams, Washington correspondent of the “ 


London Observer,” 


both of whom will speak English; Jacques Kayser of the French U.N. 
delegation, speaking French; and Gerhard H. Seger. editor of “Neue 


Volkszeitung,” speaking German. 


Two U. N. interpreters will translate the debate simultaneously and 
each member of the audience will wear a headset and hear the discus- 


sion in his native tongue. 


Smallest Town 
Yet in TV Bid 


Washington, May 3. 

The smallest city yet to apply for 
television filed yesterday (2) with 
the FCC. The application came 
from the Boone Broadcasting Co.., 
in Boone, Ia., a community of 15,- 
000 which is 35 miles from Des 
Moines. No allocations have ‘been 
made for Boone but the company 
asked that one of two channels as- 
signed to nearby Fort Dodge be 
made available to it. 

Applicant told the Commission 


its proposed station would serve 
93,000 people in its service area, 
believed to be one of the most 
prosperous agricultural regions in 
the midwest. Boone doesn’t even 
have a commercial radio station 
but the company has applied for a 


daytime AM’er which it plans to 
operate together with the video 
outlet. Boone is 14 miles from 


Towa State Agricultural College at 
Ames. 




















The Texas Rangers, 


America’s greatest western 
act, for many years stars of 
radio, screen and stage, 
now are starring in their 
own television show on 
CBS-Los Angeles Times 
station KTTV each Mon- 
day evening. They star, 
tee, on the CBS coast-to- 
coast network each Satur- 
day afternoon, 4-4:30 EST. 


The Texas Rangers tran- 
scriptions, used on scores 
of stations from coast to 
coast, have achieved Hoop- 


eratings as high as 27.4. 


Advertisers and stations 
—we have a new and even 
better sales pian! Ask 


about it! 


ARTHUR B. CHURCH 


Productions 
KANSAS CITY 6, MISSOURI 











. table 


up 


| bows 


| sponsored, with a national drug 
| chain taking most of the bankroll 


| Joe Glaser’s Associated Booking 
' office. 


cial half-hour program saluting the 
| anniversary of Israel for Sunday 


will 


a one-minute vidpic plugging sales 


U.S.-Controlled Austria 


Network Giving Danube 
Radio Quite a Facelift 


Vienna, April 26. 

Red-White-Red, the American- 
controlled network with stations in 
Vienna, Salzburg and Liintz, -has 
been doing a thorough facelifting | 
job on Austrian radio. Red-White- 
Red did the first man-in-the-street 
broadcast. Other recent § innova- 
tions have been giveaways. quiz 
shows, midnight disk jockey shows, 
serials and gag comedy shows. 

Stu Green, the net’s psogram 
director, is prepping a_ weekly 
dramatized news show with March 
of Time format. Ted Masters, pro- 
gram director of the Vienna out- 
let, is preparing a weekly round- 
broadcast. Hans _ Zillner, 
Austrian composer, is in charge of 
the music section. 


The local press is bitter that 
broadcasting rights to the Salz- 
burg festivals were given to the4 


Amerscan station RIAS, in Berlin. 
Gripe is that Austrian station 
Ravag collects dues from listeners, | 
but cannot even afford 300,000 
schillings for such a purpose as 
the Salzburg airing. 


Milwaukee Series Gives 


Lowdown on Schools 


Milwaukee, May 3. 

WTM, Milwaukee, has started a 
30 minutes public servicer de- 
signed to acquaint citizens with in- 
fo about their public school system. 
Called ‘““Know Your Schools,” Mon- 
day series features a panel of ex- 
perts answering questions from 
listeners. 

Another WTMJ servicer would 
last week with three musical 
contest winners collecting $1,000 in 
cash music scholarships. Event. 
was staged in cooperation with the 
Wisconsin Federation of Music 
Clubs, and drew 150 vocalists and 
instrumentalists. | 








Regan’s 1-Hour Show 


Television's Saturday night pro- 
gramming gets another hefty ‘shot 
in the arm June 4, when a new 
hour-long vaudeo show starring 
Phil Regan as permanent emcee 
in on 10 DuMont stations. 
Program will originate from 
WABD, N. Y., in the 9 to 10 spot. 

Show is to be cooperatively 


tab. It was set with DuMont by 





Douglas’ Israel Salute 
WNEW, N. Y., is prepping a spe- 


(8) at 5 p.m. Melvyn Douglas 

be starred. Jeff Selden will 

script and Jack Grogan direct. 
Morey Amsterdam has finished 


of tickets for the May 14 Madison 
Garden rally to celebrate the an-! 
niversary of Israel. Film will be, 
shown on several New York TV) 
outlets. 








San Antonio—Now the square 
dance fad has hit the locai air- | 
lanes. Charles Balthrope, owner- 
manager of KITE, has announced 
that two half-hour programs will 
be aired each Wednesday and Fri- 
day titled “Square Dance Time.” 
Programs will feature Lillie Lee 
Baker. caller; Henry Hudson, fid- | 
dier, and Jiggs Hibbler, on tbe 
guitar. 


Handmacher-Vogel has renewed | 
bankrolling the five-minute “News | 
of the Hour” three times weekly 
on N. Y. Daily News’ WPIX.> Re-| 
newals runs through May 29.' 
Agency is Zan Diamond Co. 


Pall Mall cigarets has signed as 
a participating sponsor on _ the 
“Rube Goldberg” show, aired Mon- 
day nights at 7:30 via WPIX. Con- 
tract for 13 weeks was placed 
through Sullivan, Stauffer, Colwell 
& Bayles. Savarin Coffee, through 
S. A. Schonbrunn, repacted as a 
participant through May 30. 

“Sport of Call,” new 15-minute 
sports show emced by Guy Lebow 
on WPIX preceding N. Y. Giants’ 


home baseball games, is to be 
sponsored Saturdays and Sundays 
by Sunset Appliance Stores No 


agency involved. 


Toledo Tire Corp. and Imperial 
Nayside Furniture have signed as 
participating sponsors on “Views 
of the News” over WSPD-TV. To- 
ledo. Wendt ad agency placed both 
accounts. 


Phillips Packing Co., 
oridge, Md., signed to sponsor 
the Wednesday performances of 
“Lucky Pup” over CBS-TV. New 
account leaves only the Saturday 


of Cam- 


half-hour film review sustaining, 
with Popsicles bankrolling the 
show Mondays, Ipanz Tuesdays 


and Thursdays and U. 8S. Rubber 
on Fridays. 


| giveaways 


Giveaway Ban May Find Tough Sledding 


In Courts But Public Side Seen Strong 


Washington, May 3. 

The Federal Communications 
Commission proposal to abolish 
would have tough 
sledding in the courts on the basis 
of lottery law violation, but might 
well be justified on broad con- 
siderations of ‘‘public interest,” ac- 
cording to an article just published 
in the Law Journal of George- 
town Univ. 

Written by Leonard Marks, 
Washington radio attorney and a 
former assistant general counsel oi 
the FCC, the article declares that 
“ample justification exists” for 
banning the giveaways on public 
policy grounds, “despite the ab- 
sence of formal requirements to 
meet the strict legal lottery tests.” 

Voluntary industry action won't 
solve the probiem of giveaway pro- 
grams, Mark: believes, noting that 
the code of t+ National Assn. of 
Broadcasters which discourages the 
shows is not observed and cannot 
be enforced. li‘ is up to the FCC, 
he says, to determine under its re- 
sponsibility to guard the public in- 
terest, ‘“‘whether o1 not giveaways 
shall be added to the already con- 
demned fortune telling, astrologi- 
cal, metaphysical and medical ad- 
vice programs.” 

But before the Commisston takes 


action, Marks advises, it should 
carefully consider the argument 
that the old time cure-all pro- 
grams involved an element of 
fraud while giveaway are at worst 
bad entertainment, “an attempt to 
buy the audience,” or tonducive to 
family discord. “Cannot similar 
comments be made about soap 
operas,” he asks, ‘‘which admittedly 
enjoy a wide popularity with 
women listeners? If soap operas 
are outlawed, would this be an 
arbitrary and capricious action?” 
Marks asserts that the giveaway 


show “‘may not meet the tailored 
descripiion of a lottery in the 
traditional sense” but makes the 


same appeal to the human desire 
“to get something for nothing.” 
On this basis, he points out, pro- 
hibitions have been imposed in the 
past on games of chance which en- 
couraged seeking of rewards by 
luck rather than work, 

In view of its record in exercis- 
ing “reasonable discretion,” Marks 


concludes that an FCC ban on 
giveaways on public interest 
grounds would be given great 


weight by the courts. 





Louisville—New program direc- 
tor of WLOU is L. R. Smith, lately 
of WACE, Springfield, Mass. 
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MARTIN 
STARR 


COST *1.62° 


Fer the cost of one movie admission, Martin Storr delivers on oudience 


of more then 3,000 moviegoers. 


The low cost of “Movie Starr Dust’ (7:00-7:15 P.M. Mon., Wed., and 


Fri.) is secondary to the top draw movie reporting which draws never- 


ending praise from leaders in every phase of the film industry. « 


Recently in MOTION PICTURE HERALD, Walter Brooks, director, said 
this of Martin Storr —But Martin Starr always has the best interests 


of motion picture theatres ot heart, so we rise to bow in recognition 


... and we wish thet there were o Martin Storr in every town.” 


Coll WINS, New York, BR 9-6000 or contact the neorest WINS-Crosley 
Soles Office for availabilities. 


* Cost per 1000 radio homes bosed on April Pulse, Metropoliton District 


Redio Homes BMB, and 52 week rote for V4 hour time costs. 
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General Foods back in 1943. GF) 
had eight or nine shows on at 
night but would not buck the 
Procter & Gamble soap operas. 
He proposed transcribing these 
shows and argued he would thus 
get a bigger audience for these re- 
corded programs, on their play- 
backs, than any soap operas ever 
enjoyed. The idea died aborning 
“because the timing wasn’t right,” 
says Woods. The unions were 
balky, and then, too, wartime 
shortages soon asserted themselves 
so it wasn’t worthwhile bucking 
the issues. 

Woods thinks labor and condi- 
tions are much more propitious 
right now. The cost differential 
alone is the great convincer. Net- 
work commercial radio requires at 
least a $500,000 budget, so when 
an advertiser has $250,000 to spend 
he does the obviously next best 
thing—he goes into spots. Tele- 
vision presents the same cost prob- 
lems, but with kinescoped TV 
shows that should involve a multi- 
ple and mayhaps indefinite audi- 
ence. 

Radio All Over Again 

TV is radio all over again. When 
Lady Esther started, the cosmetic 
bought a 12-station hookup for an 
immediate market. As radio 
progressed that sorc o1 chain break- 
up wasn’t feasible, but with video 
it’s a must, and will be for at 
least two more years. 

That’s why all the three major 
networks now in viueo (Mutual has 
yet to tee off) are strong for kine. 
If anything, for once engineering 
is behind ‘production. It’s been 
axiomatic that, given the incentive, 
American ingenuity and industry 
will match the market demands. 
But it’s not feasible, yet, because 
June 1 will first see the fourth 
cable on the eastern seaboard. 

The big telecasting problem now 
is to fine-comb the wealthy eastern 
market with multiple cables, so as 
to give the four networks four 
‘cables, otherwise the availability of 
but one or two clogs up the ma- 
chinery. It’s the intent, therefore, 
to hook up from Chi to St. Louis 
down to New Orleans, and from 
there into Texas, before hooking 
up with the Coast which, Woods 
feels, will be end of '51. Hence 
the necessity of two years of kine- 
scopings, and perhaps indefinitely, 
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“On an Island with You" 


THE CAMEL SHOW 
EKvery Friday Nite, 8:30 D.S.T. 


Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 











TV Veering To Films 


Continued from page 1 








even with the coast-to-coast video 
cables available. 

Woods sees film as a double 
necessity. One, the convenience of 
the artist: and two, the economics. 
He points to Jack Benny at 7 p.m. 
on the Pacific Slope, when the re- 
corded version is rebroadcast, en- 
joying a bigger rating than all th 
rest of the country combined. 
Proving that live or canned, it 
makes no difference to the public. 
The Bing Crosby fluffs—some of 
them rehearsed—are kept intact. 
It's just an improved way of pro- 
ducing better comedy programs for 
radio. 

As for film production for video, 
Woods says the picture business 
“must go back to the D. W. Grif- 
fith era of costs, because we're too 
far apart right now on costs; we 
in radio-television find Hollywood 
too expensive, and Hollywood says 
it can’t even turn out a good B 
under $500,000. Well, we feel 
there’s a happier medium in be- 
tween. Kinescoped technique may 
be the answer. It means smaller 
sets, more moderate areas and 
techniques, and the end result will 
be just as good shows, but at lesser 
cost.” 

Film, in cans, will be cheaper if 
telecast from one central source, 
says Woods. If it means saving $75 
per shipment of film, multiply that 
by a 10-station hookup per week, 
that’s $750, and over a period of 
13, 26 or 29 weeks it adds up to im- 
portant money. 


TV Won’t Kayo AM 

Woods is adamant on the idea 
that television will never kayo 
radio. ‘‘For the simple reason,” he 
states, “that it has never been 
found that any one medium wholly 
displaces the other. In other words, 
sound movies were merely an evo- 
lution of films. The horseless car- 
riage was merely putting rubber 
tires on the old surrey and equip- 
ping it with self-propulsion of 
some sort. TV is just adding an- 
other factor to radio. 

“Then consider the millions of 
homes with multiple sets; many 
have two to six sets in as many 
rooms. You can have only one tele- 
vision set. For bedside reading. 
music, dramatics, not to mention 
the many blind or otherwise shtt- 
in, radio requires only one faculty. 
Television requires too much con- 
centration of both sight and hear- 





|ing. Fifty years from now there'll 


still be both daytime and night- 
| time radio. True, it will be cur- 
tailed because of video’s inroads, 
| but there are still several million 
people who prefer music, drama 
and news through the ear.” 

On the subject of theatre tele- 


vision and instantaneity of telecast- | 


ing, Woods observes that “only 
when it’s a news or sports event 
is that so very important. But if it’s 
an event where they can get the 


, result before the action, they won’t 


be so avid for the action.” This 
would apply chiefly to a big fight 


or football game, similar sports 
events, or some major topical 
event. 
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| the contract. 


Mrs. Whiteside to Head | 


' French N. America Pgms. | 


| 


Mrs. Marie Whiteside has been 
‘upped to program director of the 
‘French Broadcasting System in 





WB’s $50,000,000 


Continued from page 27 


' the FCC to tell us yes or no and 


Sole Detroit Mr. & Mrs, 
Team Back on Airlanes 


Detroit, May 3. 
Detroit’s only Mr. and Mrs. team 





North America, filling the vacancy , not sit on this application. They returned to the airwaves Monday 


caused by Edward Gruskin’s taking should let us known one way or | (9) over WJBK. 


over the radio director’s post of 
the Economic Cooperation Admin- 
istration in Paris. 

Shelley Dobbins, formerly a 
scripter at WNEW, N. Y., will take 
ov 
sition as assistant program direc- 


tor, and will also handle public re- | and that it has no intention of pull- | 


lations for the American branch 
of the French web. 





Bids for 459 Lowpower — 
FM Stations in Church 


Washington, May 3 

Applications for 459 lowpower 
FM stations in the 88-92 megacycle 
band have been made to the Fed- 
eral Communications Commission 
by Southern Baptist churches. Ac- 
cording to Dr. R. Alton Reed, radio 
‘director for the Baptist General 
Convention of Texas, “it is the hope 
of the denomination that every 
community of 1,500 population or 
more will seek to have these low- 
power FM_ stations in local 
churches. Churches of all faiths 
throughout the nation could set up 
for less than $2,500 their own 
broadcasting stations.” 

A hearing will be necessary be- 
fore the FCC, if the educational 


broadcasters for whom this par- 
{ticular band has been reserved 
1 contest the applications. Dr. Reed 


pointed out that educational broad- | 


casting might not interfere with 
the single Sunday programs of the 
churches. Range of the lowpower 
transmitters is three to five miles. 


|| Coast TV 











| Thackrey transaction, told 


“ yesterday (2) h rill fil ith | the Hotel 
Southern Baptists Make lFCC within a sew dive egules of r “— 


other. If not we would 
forget about it.” 
To Clear Situation 

To clear up the situation, WB will 


just as soon 


this week that the deal is still on 


|ing out. John P. Southmayd, the 
|company’s counsel here on the 


correspondence between WB and 
Mrs. Dorothy Thackrey extending 
to Aug. 1 the sales contract for 
purchase of KLAC and KLAC-TY | 
and KYA, San Francisco, for a 
| package price of $1,045,000. 

| Warners has an agreement to 
sell KLAC for $405,000 to Ralph 
Atlass and Ben Lindheimer of Chi- 
cago, pending FCC approval of the 
| Thackrey purchase. The company 
recently asked the commission to | 
run this deal through the AVCO| 
60-day advertising procedure, as a 
time-saving move and as assurance | 
that it won’t own two AM stations 
in one city, which is forbidden un- 
der the duopoly rule. Warners 
owns KFWB in L. A. 

Whether Warners will go ahead 
with its application for television 
in Chicago will probably be de- 
'cided this week. There were re- 
ports here the Chicago venture 
would be dropped, but Marcus 
Cohn,., counsel for the company on 
this application, said nothing had 
been settled. The attorney is to 
confer tomorrow (4) with comni- 
pany officials in New York. 

Efforts to obtain some commit- 
ment from the commission as to 
when it will rule on the anti-trust 
question have usually brought 
vague replies, the agency explain- 
ing that the matter involves care- 
ful study and cannot be rushed. 

















| Continued from page 27 





| are not sufficiently hep to TV 
| standards yet to let them select 
| programs. Agencies thus want to 
| keep control in the east, until 
things get so crowded they’ll be 
forced to farm out some program 
| development to Hollywood. 
As for the wealth of talent on 
the Coast, which is usually ad- 
| vanced as an argument for Holly- 
wood’s eventually becoming the 
TV capital, Boyd said most agency 
execs are unimpressed. They feel 
some Hollywood names, who re- 
| fuse to take a crack at tele until 
| they can be paid more money, may 
fall flat once they hit video. In 
| addition, they think video has done 
'a good job to date in developing 
its own stars, such as Fran Allison, 
Kyle MacDonnell and Gertrude 
| Berg, and can continue to do so 
| without the aid of Hollywood. 

Hollywood, however, has a num- 
ber of arguments on its side. N. Y. 
stations are already severely 
cramped for studio space and the 
Hollywood studios would go far 
_towards easing that situation. 
| While some film stars might flop 
on TV, others are expected to be 
naturals, such as Red Skelton, Dan- 
/ny Kaye, etc., and the agencies 

| believe they will need such person- 

alities. While the buying and man- 
agement of shows will remain in 
the east, films will keep such tal- 
,;ent on the Coast and thus some 
'TV shows eventually will have to 
originate in Hollywood. 

In addition, Boyd said, the agen- 
cies are aware they cannot brush 
off Hollywood’s production know- 
how with a visual medium so close- 
ly related to films. And, he point- 
ed out, other Hollywood facilities 

'can be used to good advantage for 
TV, such as permanent sets, large 
costume outfits, etc. With the agen- 
cies thinking that way, Boyd de- 
clared, Hollywood producers can 
adjust themselves to the national 


and endeavor to catch up to TV’s 
| passing parade. 


| Salesman Kaye 


| Samm: Kaye, 
three-times-weekly program is be- 
|ing aired by ChrySler-Plymouth 
dealers, turned salesman while do- | 
ing a one-night stand in Lafayette, ' 
Ind. The stick-swisher met Charles 
Snyder, local Chrysler dealer, at a 
dance and talked him into spon- 
soring the show on WASK. | 

Kaye took Snyder to the station, | 





and looked on as the dealer inked | 


| 


market. They will have to study | 
| the program trends here, however, | 


whose plattered | 


helped him select the time period | 


Nearly two months ago, 2Qth-Fox 
filed a lengthy petition asking for 
an early declaratory ruling on the 
|eligibility of picture company vio- 
|lators to enter television. How- 
ever, it is believed that a determi- 
nation will be necessary about the 
same time the freeze on television 
| is lifted in order to act on competi- 
| tive applications in, a number of 
| large cities in which picture firms 
j} are contestants. Chairman Wayne 
| Coy has indicated an early summer 
date for the ending of the freeze. 











‘Announcer Fired 











Tony Weitzel, 
columnist and radio personality, 
and his wife, Dorothy, will pre- 


‘sent their informal chatter, gos. 
|sip and_ interviews. Monday, 


er Mrs. Whiteside’s previous po- officially inform the commission! Wednesday and Friday from 10:05 


'to 10:30 a.m. each week. 


The show was inaugurated in 


| 1946 over WWJ and continued for 
| three years. 
VARIETY | 


Duo used to broad- 
cast daily luncheon chatter from 
Book-Cadillac. 





NBC Dickering | 


and the San Carlo Opera (Co. 
While the NBC offer has not been 
disclosed, it is believed the theatre 
would cost the web considerable 
coin since the ice shows, playing 
the house seven or eight months 
each year, have always done near- 
capacity biz, thereby returning ex- 
cellent rentals. 














Coast for Originations? 


With six former radio studios 
pressed into TV use in Radio City’s 
RCA building, NBC last year also 
took over the RKO-Pathe studios 
in Harlem and the International 
theatre at Columbus Circle. CBS 
has leased three former legit the- 
atres for tele, in addition to its 
four large studios in Grand Cen- 
tral Terminal. ABC, which has 
not set a definite date for the start 
of its lease on the Elysee, now used 
as an art film house, originates TV 
programs now from an ex-legit 
theatre, a studio in Radio City and 
its news studio on W. 66th street. 
DuMont has two studios in the 
Wanamaker store, plus a small one, 


used for daytime shows, at its 
homeoffice building. 

With all the available legit 
houses apparently already taken 
over, the webs at this point don't 
know where to turn for more 
space. One answer would be to 


originate programs on the Coast, 
which would take some of the 
strain off N. Y. Only trouble with 
that idea is that the calibre of Hol- 
lywood-originated shows doesn’t 
measure up to N. Y. standards. In 
addition, until the coast-to-coast 
coaxial cable link is made, the webs 
would be forced to +depend on 
kinescope recordings, and some ad- 
vertisers are not yet convinced the 
quality of definition in kine prints 
is sufficiently developed. 





Continued from page 21 





dred, who receive extra income on. 
commercial programs. This plan 
was established after negotiations 
with the staff council representing 
;employees. This system was aat- 
tacked by Aldred. If Aldred felt! 
he had a grievance, there are 
proper channels in the CBC he 
could have used, but did not. In- 
stead, he chose to attack his em- 
ployer in public.” | 
As a public servant in the na-' 
tionalized system of radio in Can- 
ada, Aldred was also accused by 
the CBC of violating his oath of 
secrecy and loyalty, which is taken 
by all government employees. 
Aldred believes he was fired be- 
cause of his radio cordiality to 
George Drew, leader of Canada’s 
parliamentary opposition party. For 
| this he was relieved of his “Break- 
fast Melodies,” a morning disk 
jockey stint, said Aldred. (Charles 
Jennings, general supervisor df 
programs for the CBC networks, | 
denies Aldred’s statement.) 
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“A VERY TITILLATING 
SHOW" 
Denver Post 
"WHAT MAKES ¢%,°s 
Ui A) mA 
YOU TICK?’ (9) 
For Ivory Flakes u 
CBS, Mon. thru Fri. (i 
2:45-3 P.M. , 
With JOHN K. M. McCAFFERY 
Written and Directed by 
ADDISON SMITH 
BIG THINGS CAN COME IN 
SMALL ADS—LIKE: "IN THE SAN 
FRANCISCO BAY AREA — THE 
BEST AIR SALESMAN IS 
GLEN KING.” 
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More 8 O’Clockers Every Day 
Are Switching to 
LANNY & GINGER GREY! 
on their 


“START THE DAY WITH A SMILE” SHOW 
WMGM—Mondays thru Saturdays—8:00-8:30 A.M. 


— So 
SPONSURS: CUTICURA, 


BUDDY LEE CLOTHES, 


s, Chatter, 





PEPSL COLA, 
EMPIRE 
A FEW AVAILABILITIES LEFT 


— 


Time, Weather — 
LITTLE GREY GIFT 
GOLD BUYING 


SHOP, 








|AsK HOW TO GET A “LANNY & GINGER JINGLE” FREE! 





“JINGLES THAT DON'T 
JANGLE" 
Marlin Blades, Surf (Lever Bros.), 
Buddy Lee Clothes, etc. We also sing 
ADAM HATS AND SUCHARD. 


LANNY & GI 


| 
| 
| 


Radio-Video Productions and Singing Commercials 
1350 Madison Avenue, New York 28, N. Y. 


TELEVISION SHOWS 
WNBT - WABD - WJZ-TV - WPIX 
Sponsors: L'ORLE LODORANTE, 
CARRIER AIR-CONDITIONING, 
BAR MART, ETC. 


NGER GREY 


ATwater 9-4020 
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AFM Going Through With Cleanup 


America and the American Fed- 
eration of Musicians, which result- 
ed last week in a wire from AFM 
president James C. Petrillo to 
MCA, demanding that the agency 
show cause why its booking license 
should not be revoked “for un- 
ethical practices,” is not being 
dropped. MCA’s attorney, Morris 
Schrier, and the AFM’s Rex Ric- 


cardi tangled heatedly during dis- - 


cussions over the affair, and the 
AFM is said to be bent on cleaning 
up many methods used by all book- 
ing agencies which heretofore have 
been given slight attention, though 
the majority violated union rules. 

Though MCA’s own ‘particular 
situation may not become worse 
than it is now, the AFM apparently 
is going to use the occurrence as a 
means of forcing stricter .adhe-, 
rence to union rules. Such prac- 
tices as “pencilling in” bands for 
certain dates through definite pe- 
riods and areas is one of the prime 
problems to which the AFM is 
turning attention. It is done con- 
sistently by almost all offices, not 
only MCA, to “block out” rival- 
agency orchestras. For example, 
by promising a promoter that Har- 
ry James or Guy Lombardo, et al, 
will be available to a promoter on 
a certain date five, six or more 
weeks hence, an agency can tie 
that date up. Later, when time is 
short for the promoter to buy a 
band elsewhere, the “penciled in” 
band suddenly becomes unavail- 
able. More often than not the 
same agency is able to sell that 
promoter another band it handles 
—which it had figured on to play 
the date from the start. 

In such situations promoters act 
in good faith, accepting the ‘‘pen- 
cilled in” dates, relaying the news 
to customers, etc. They get hurt 
when the bigger name is pulled out 
on them and the entire situation 

(Continued on page 41) 


Spring-Summer 
Sales Optimism 


Music jobbers are very optimis- 
tic about during the late 
spring and summer months. They 
feel there are too many good songs 
coming up, in the pop vein and in 
the “South Pacific’ score, for the 
biz to remain in the stagnant con- 
dition it has been. If biz does get 
better, however, it will be a bit 
unusual, as it rarely does during 
the warm months. 

As it stands now, music sales are 
very erratic. The only tunes real- 
ly selling with any degree of suc- 
cess are the top three or so. But 
that the business is there for a hit 
is evident in the sales of “Cruising 
Down the River” and “Far Away 
Places,” which have been in top 
slots long enough to compile some 
idea of the power of the market. 
Over 650.000 copies of “Far Away” 
have been shipped to dealers, and 
over 600,000 of “Cruising.” Those 
figures are 200,000 and more un- 
der what they might have been 
two years or so ago, but they're 
very good in the light of music biz 
conditions in the past year. 


DUCHIN’S ‘RUN’ DEAL 
AT THE N.Y. WALDORF 


Eddy Duchin has just about be- 

come a house maestro at the Wal- 
dorf-Astoria. He signed a new 
contract last week with the hotel 
Which will bring him back into the 
hostelry’s Wedgwood Room in Sep- 
tember for 25 weeks, virtually the 
entire winter season. Currently at 
the Wedgwood until May 11, Du- 
chin then moves upstairs to open 
the Roof for the summer season, 
Staying until July 5. When he 
Closes, Duchin doesn’t intend tak- 
ing on any other summer work. 
_ Duchin’s deal with the Waldorf 
is comparable to Guy Lombardo’'s 
relations with the nearby Roose- 
velt hotel. Lombardo has worked 
the hotel's Grill for the past 19 
consecutive winter seasons. He 
opens his 20th in September. the | 
date to be marked by a special 
Party. 





sales 








Philly’s Ballen Co. 
Adds 3 New Artists 


Philadelphia, May 3. 

Ivan Ballen Record Co., manu- 
facturer of Gotham, 20th Century 
and Apex disks, have added three 
new artists: Doc Bagby’s orches- 
tra (territorial outfit here): Tiny 
Tim, hillbilly singer, and the Dick 
Davis combo. 

Company has also added three 
new distributors, the Burns Dis- 
tributing Co., Oklahoma City: the 
S & F Co., Charlotte, N. C.. and 
the Barnett Co., Baltimore. 


$15-Per-Tune Gets 
OK for Tape Use 
OnComm'l Radio 


Robert P. Myers. negotiator for 
the networks, and Harry Fox, rep- 
resenting the music publishing in- 
dustry, tentatively agreed upon a 
price of $15 per tune for the use 
of copyrighted musie on commer- 
cial radio broadcasts aired via tape 
Up until now, there was no price 
list governing the performance of 
protected melodies on such shows 
as Bing Crosby’s Philco broadcasts, 
Groucho Marx's Elgin-American, 
et al. 

Fox's move to establish a rate of 
pavment was caused by the in- 
creasing tendency among top radio 
stars to tape their shows. Jimmy 
Durante, for example, recorded 
his past Friday’s (29) broadcast for 
Revnolds Tobacco that way in or- 
der to have time to make a trip 
into New York. He liked it so 
much the method may be adopted 
by him. Other big shows are lean- 
ing that way, too, since taping is a 
flexible process. It can be cut to 
eliminate bad spots without re- 
doing the entire show, such as is 
required with transcribed broad- 
casts. 

That $15, incidentally. is a flat 
cost: there will be no distinguish- 
ing between pops and standards. 
Transcription’s rates do differenti- 
ate. Pubs are paid 25c per station 
for pops and 50c for more valuable 
standards. 


Monroe’s ‘Riders’ Disk 
Fastest RCA Pop Hit; 
500,000 in 3 Weeks 


RCA-Victor says that Vaughn 
Monroe's “Riders in the Sky” rec- 
ord is the fastest pop hit in its 
modern history. In the three 
weeks since the disk was released 
‘April 11), more than 500,000 
copies have been shipped from Vic- 
tor pressing plants, on orders from 
dealers. Platter figures to go well 
over the 1,000,000 mark and per- 
haps approach the 1,500,000 Mon- 
roe out of “Ballerina” last year: 

Meanwhile, Victor is pushing 
the platter strongly. It had one of 
Douglas Leigh's blimps over New 
York, Saturday (30) evening, 
flashing the title and images of 
three cattle. plus the advice that 
the disk could be bought on Vic- 
tor’s 45 rpm records, on the mov- 
ing electric sign on the side of the 
blimp. Captain of the blimp also 
talked by phone to disk jock Paul 
Sherman, of WINS, N. Y. He 
couldn’t contact Paul Brenner, 
WAAT. Newark, jock. 

Cost of the stunt is said to have 
been $1,500, split between Victor 
and Monroe. 








Cap Ups Levine 

Capitol Records made_ three 
shifts in its distribution branches 
in the New York area this week, 
moving Al Levine from his slot as 
head of the Newark office into 
New York to replace Hal Crowell. 
who resigned. Crowell had been 
with Capitol about five years, as 
head of the St. Louis, Pittsburgh 
and N. Y. distribution points. 

Levin's place in Newark is being 
taken by Bob Kearns, who moves 


jup from salesman, 
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Of Agencies Abusing Booking Rules 


Tangle between Music Corp. of? 





LORRY RAINE 


“Can't Sleep”—Decca 
Disk Jockey Salute 
SHERM FELLER, WEEI, Boston 


Beantown's airwaves know Sherm 
Feller as a popular record spinnet 
and he's known tradewise as a suc- 
cesstul songwriter. Vaughn Mon- 
roe recently introduced 

It's EKaster Time.” 
eis Judy Valentine whose “Kiss Me 
Sweet” is a MGM, 

Lorry also ranks high on Feller’s 
list of favorite new vocalists and he 
believes “Can't Sleep” a Sleeper. 

TIM GAYLE 
Hotel Sheraton, Detroit 


is number, 


Feller’'s misses 


Unemployment 
Tax Situation 


Still Muddled 


Attempts by the accounting firm 
of Braunstein & Chernin, to have 
bandleaders working in N.Y. state 
given credit by the U.S. Internal 
Revenue Bureau for unemployment 
employers to NY. 





taxes paid by 
state, has stirred up an unexpected 
hornet’s nest. And the _ situation 
at the moment is more muddled 
than before. 

Despite the U.S. Supreme Court 
ruling that employers, and _ not 
bandleaders, are liable for un- 
employment and_= social security 
taxes, N.Y. state has decreed that 
it will abide by a decision of its 
own courts, that the employers 
must pay the tax taps for dates 
played within the state. B & C had 
it arranged with both Government 
and state tax men that taxes paid 
by N.Y. emplovers would be cred- 
ited to bandleaders when_ the 
latter make out Federal tax re- 
turns. Otherwise, the employer 
would be paying N.Y. state and 
the leader paying the Government 
on the same work, since the band- 
leader pays the Government in a 
lump sum, and the latter doesn’t 
recognize the N.Y. state attitude. 

It had been arranged that the 
state would issue credit slips to 
bandleaders for sums paid to N.Y. 
state by employers and these could 
be used to reduce Federal tax pay- 
ments by the maestros. They 
simply had to get the okay of the 
emplovers. This has been stymied 
by leading N.Y. hotels using name 
bands. It's now revealed that the 
hotels in many cases have not 
been paying unemployment and 
s.s. taxes to N.Y. pending disposi- 
tion of legal action by the Statler 
chain. which seeks to determine 
why the state tax men do not and 
will not abide by the U.S. court 
decision. 

All hotels approached by B & C 
for the credit slips have tempo- 
rarily refused, fearing to jeopard- 
ize the Statler’s test action. And 
the situation is more confused. 


Leeds’ 10th Anni 


Leeds Music will mark its 10th 
anniversary next November with a 
party to which various prominent 
members of the music industry are 
already being invited. Firm went 
into business almost at the same 
time that the Andrews Sisters got 
their first break with the Decca 
record of “Bei Mir Bist Du 
Schoen.” 

Lou Levy. manager of the An- 
drews trio, set Leeds up, and in 
the 10 years he has made the 
company one of the most active, 
and certainly one of the largest- 
catalog-wise. of any publishing 
house in business that compara- 
, tively short iength of time. 








TVers Make New Offer to ASCAP 
As Negotiations Continue Amicably 


| 
| 





E. H. Morris Slated To 


Publish Disney Score 
Edwin H. Morris Music will pub- 
lish the score of Walt Disney's 
forthcoming film cartoon, “Ichabod 
and Mr. Crain.” There are four 
tunes in the score, all done by Bing 
Crosby, whose arrangement with 
Disney called for him to have pub- 
lication rights to the melodies. He, 
naturally, turned them over to 
Morris. 
Score is by Gene DePaul and 
Don Raye. Record release date is 
Aug. 15. 


Up to 1006, Seen 
In Col.'s Royalty 


Statements on LP 


Columbia Records doled out its 
first royalty statements covering 
sales of Microgroove Long-Playing 
disks to music publishers | last 
week, and the total disbursed was 
somewhat surprising to music men. 
All told, Columbia distributed be- 
tween $75,000 and $100,000, prob- 
ably closer to the latter, for the 
first quart>r of. this year. 

Columbia's royalty rates for 
LP’s vary, from 1!8c. a tune on 10- 
inch disks which carry eight pops 
or standards: 1°4c. for its seven- 
inch GIec. pop LP’s, and 2c. on 
other uses. At perhaps an average 
134c. that figures out to well over 
3,000,000 disks on which royalty 
had to be paid during the period 
from Jan. 1 to March 31, 

Of course, the royalty statements 
give no clue to the actual number 
of LP’s sold by Columbia during 
the three months, since a goodly 
amount of classical material is pub- 
lic domain, therefore royalty free. 
Columbia originally had an agree- 
ment with publishers whereby it 
might have gone on until next 
June 30 recording and selling pops 
and other copyrighted tunes with- 
out paying royalty. It had experi- 
mental licenses with publishers un- 
til that time, but agreed early this 
vear to begin paying royalties as of 
Jan. 1. 


Monroe, Thornhill 


Escape Injuries In 
Crashes on the Road 


Willard Alexander's New York 
booking agency had both its top 
bandleaders. Vaughn Monroe and 
Claude Thornhil!, run into high- 
way accidents within three days of 
each other last week. In both cases 
neither the leaders nor any of their 
musicians were injured. 

Monroe’s mishap occurred first, 
near Clarksburg. W. Va. Brakes 
of the bus in which the band was 
riding caught fire. Bus was com- 
pletely destroyed. All musicians 
and the band’s library were gotten 
oul, but some clothing and a flute. 
Diamond rings belonging to the 
Moon Maids, Monroe’s femme vo- 
calists, were in the blaze, but the 
stones themselves were recovered. 

Thornhill’s crackup was worse. 
Forced off the road Sunday (1), 
near Erie, Pa., by a heavy truck it 
was passing. the bus went into a 
field. caromed off two trees and 
smashed into a heavy steel fence. 
The driver was critically injured, 
while Thornhill, sitting up front, 
had most of the cab of the bus fold- 
ed in around his legs, he was bare- 
ly scratched. He was on his way 
to Pittsburgh’s West View Park, 
and he made it. Monroe was head- 
ing for a theatre in Morgantown, 
W. Va. He made his date, too. 


Hilliard Coral Head 


Jimmy Hilliard was named head 
of artists and repertoire for the 
Coral label by Decea Records last 
week. Until now, Decca execs 
themselves were all contributing to 
the selection of talent and tunes 
for the junior Decca label. 

Hilliard joined Decca recently 





. after leaving Mercury in Chicago. 


a 


Negotiations between the Amer- 
ican Society of Composers, Au- 
thors and Publishers and the tele- 
vision industry continued Monday 
(2) in New York at a meeting be- 
tween the two. The confab actually 
was one that was supposed to have 
occurred last Tuesday (26) but 
which the tele men asked to defer. 
Latter met prior to sitting down 
again with ASCAP and apparently 
were in the throes of devising a 
proposal to the Society. 

At any rate, at the Monday 
meeting, the televisors made 
ASCAP an offer that will be taken 
up by the Society at a_ special 
board meeting. the date of which 
has not been selected. Tele pro- 
posal came after the industry’s ne- 
gotiators had completed ripping 
apart a previously made ASCAP 
plan, which, incidentally, had been 
accompanied by an offer to arbi- 
trate the problem. ASCAP men 
do not look upon their arbitration 
idea as anything momentous in re- 
lation to the negotiations being 
conducted. They state simply that 
they are ready and willing at any 
time to submit the entire situation 
to outside judgment. 

So far, there have been many 
proposals made by both sides. And 
both are still anxious to solidify 
the thought that negotiations are 
proceeding on an amicable plane. 
ASCAP made the first offer, which 
was rejected, and since then a 
number have followed. 

ASCAP has asked television for 
3°> «of billings, less the usual 
agency commission (15°). Tele 
men want ASCAP to accept a 
much lower rate, pay agency com- 
missions and also stand off coaxial 
cable charges, which are vastly 
higher than telephone lime charges 
for regular radio, which are de- 
ducted from ASCAP’s revenue 
from that source. 





Nidorf, Kaye Split 
After Nixing De 


Mikes Nidorf and Sammy Kaye 
severed week due 
inability to get together 
on a new deal. Nidorf was Kaye's 
personal manager, acting for and 
with Jim Peppe, who handled Kaye 


himself until his health went bad 
and he retired from active partici- 
pation. 

Nidorf handles Jo Stafford and 
other personalities whom he had 
when he moved in with Kaye and 
Peppe. With Nidorf, who had 
been with Kaye since January, 
1945, went Irving Chezzer, Kaye's 
office manager and assistant, first 
to Peppe, then Nidorf. 

Nidorf, former v.p. of General 
Artists Corp., had a heavy financial 
interest in Kaye, his end coming 
out of Peppe’s, whose place he 
was filling. 


‘SPELLBOUND CONCERTO’ 
SUIT SETTLED BY DOS 


An infringement suit involving 
the title number as well as the 
tune, “Spellbound Concerto,” from 
the Dvaid O. Selznick film, “Spell- 
bound,” was discontinued last 
week according to stipulations 
filed in N. Y. federal court. Terms 
of the settlement were not dis- 
closed. 

Action was brought by Emanuel 
Lackow who claimed his song, 
“Silver Caravan,” was infringed 
by the two numbers in the picture. 
Named as defendants were Selz- 
nick and his subsids, United Art- 
ists, ASCAP, Loew’s, Inc., and 
Miklos Rosza. 

In his complaint Lackow asked 
an injunction to halt exhibition of 
the picture plus an accounting of 
the profits for previous showings. 
He claimed he wrote “Silver Cara- 
van” prior to 1938. Copyright to 
the composition was held by G. 
Schirmer from 1939 to 1947 when 
all rights were reassigned to 
Lackow. 


relations last 
to thei: 








T. D. for San Antonio 


San Antonio May 3. 
Tommy Dorsey brings his orch 
to the Sunken Garden theatre here 
for a two-hour show May 8. 
Also featured will be Ilona 


Massey. 


“end now ve 


pubes 


= 

















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































a 5 = = =(peasssou sramia WY “SET ‘42018 A sERIKd0D) 
~< | S a comaaee: $$ AE 3 ME eae Aqeq 43) ‘415 3,u0g Andie PAPMOH OIPPT ZB BE 
alls ———— re tr cree —_ip2ms ow stm Ainoveyy wonte_ anya > 9a 
Y : : _9 tetloeiinctiiven-aoebmmaetchtiled . x... ~ Vee “"--"  SpURH SSepeseD x.’ tae “okey AURS Fl 02 ORF 
: _ Ms ER Raia: eM: . ae ee ajuuer jo yiesysog Oude OL 29) 2UIM tl ash j 
> EE RE I. aaaala WeeH AW S20D ‘dog eIquINjog EEUIS HULIG b 62 WS 
= °— ss a ‘i <4 * a | ; C = a | _ = a a | dWOS¥ . as es uojyxed seen eeaedecs ACMY Se wou ¥ ° aIN}BUSIS cae ee eh 0 6 6 6 8 6 aed uely ¢ _* a9F 
e : . — — — _— _~ _- _ A a - - - _ ns - on vd - 7 a me snaieaesel dVOSV ei [eine] OS ar ee a eae So08Id ARMY aeg rt ie ae 8209q ate shee 82 48 6.8 £qQS019 sulg tI OI vor 
a L ee Y > of ee ee ee C ee ee eo ee ee ee ee 2 — oe °° °° a ee oe ee ee oo” Soe aVUSY g-o11deus a PeHED oT AWW “ sosdeyD omens W-9-W pean ce Tt I ws aly 
7 a ra ee — | ____ a 
= L ee . ee ens 8 * e ee ee e- , . ee ee ee *- ° 6 ** . . YOSv A oa . . Se ena ieenasinbantiembia =—s ——, or 9€ OF 
: rr lal —— —" a... aalteidadtchiaadily - aS je) eey 480eg £ °° OTD 
s ‘ eR —_—_—— as a - , spigecnicntione “ | | - a Ren asian i Id espuloig nox eyo1g NOX W-D-WN puowseg Auuyor | Vir 
; ps — = _ .. ” - ie | | 7 a : ie 3 ee os di a ' dVOSV a ‘"gooejq Atmy Jeg °° AOPIA' “"""“@WOg Atteg = FI a6s 
SS Saag oh ee ee ee a a 
oon? ak ames Saemes teeee eee eae ee ee ee 2 o£ eee soig Souly I =I 
‘ - ». - - Mi _ “ ne - - “ te ' | , : e ee ee ee .- *- | . . ° . dWOSV : ®  JaAaIq ‘eee own 21a I ILL. nox aan] 2430 [TepewW ploy ce ee ee estore ee Aguyey 1d ¢ SIE 
: me “ - we o_ % : = de : i. — .¢ “ae - -. - a  adwosv peoy wy Won}e}S 24) Aq UMOG = ed0q °° ‘opaequoy any c ALE 
- - (a a : * : - . ** “* “* *-* ee ** ee ** *- “* . “* ° ° dWVOSV . ‘snowey yO oS CSAC C6GCO CR 4B ZEAE as J3MOYUNS * Be209qg ake eee a eS uesi0 ssny c alt 
: - a ee -_ o- ee Zz ee es er xs oe : a eas dvosv jeddeyo see Cabs 64 88 Oe A a eH ueg BERGA S788 es eos Owo) A113g z 8 It 
4 a Z e- “-. .- -* ee dvVOSV eevee spea] eee 6Gehoeone és Aposdeyy YSIPaMAs . . joyideg eee €6°£08 4 @ UuOjSOM neg I of 
— z - " ay SY spel ) wWUl0D ‘Ip eMM0) eoaoeq sourdeH 40 
b f . . °° ee o (s @ or , ™ . 3? meee se OSCE Cece Cm e ree aS 'd “ 6¢ aie 
— 9 . dVOSV S}I0W SerT 1 MOH eNO SomeRE atuUOQ = Z Wis 
ort + in : ; ne “- -¥: 1. — < ' + “4 ~ ~ 7 dvoSY Jamey MON ON uopuoy] uo}]24S auuy | Giz 
OL I sy “5 “i ; + >. -e . -° -- ; . -+ . = - = Trott sss Gyggy  '° deAeiqg'*’'*'' °° Adan ‘Aging ‘AdHpR CCC BODeq 8" APIs Z 
OL ee oe ee “* ee - e- *-* ee e- ee ee ee °- *- “* * se a) ee ee “* ‘ “* ""a7- ~ . *-aryrmwrr: cect et tt tee - . é 4 9°d ‘ Le 
I dVOSV doTIRe WW FASIUpOeDH 2m SST ee udy]ayS quUYy 2 
OL ee - ee ee ee ee ee oe ee ee .s ee ee ee ee ee e- ee e- eg s 6 ce e- $4 Ose oS SE ae ar a ar a ee ats er © is Ble 
a — — — --< I dVOSV suiqqoy ulesy uopuoy]::::" wus] e40A 6 wee 
cl - mn a #5, _s¢ o- *- a *- * . - o- *- = *- -* *- o- - *- . .- *- .- e- dV¥OSV . opiequo’'y ot ae ee ee YS) nox @J9GMAIOAT eee “B209q Som 6s 6 » opsequio’y] sn 8 Gz “a 
$I a > é o-* oe -— - e8 c ; . $ - — ¢ i. .% 2 ee ee ee * . . : dWOSV a” lee Wel uo 129} 4 3neIS cee ee W-D-A [2 a6 on = > S uojAeH a1uue’y ' Dex 
et a = a rn = 9 - z " _ y ¥ = " se - m - . a ae ——Tyosy StH AL sao] ul og” eaeq kqseay 3ulq z one 
§I 2 = ma = a ap 3 =a i 7 ae a L s = G = ¥F ce = > GWogy  o.ulsuueq Nox exI] au0auES eiquinjoy aed su0g ; wex 
tI Rippin a eee ee Me: TE TN ab € OG EPR ae dVOSV + Necadesipleap bai eyapueseyL ues = JOJIA Y10 S.eulIey 9 ro 
cl . j ee ee es ag ; ; [ e ee — > 6 Te % oe “ ° ° a Z a. + dWOSV .* a jaane’y ° er “SoAq anox Ww 2K 22S 3,u0g | sea IOJIIA Se Mende ie re “a owo) kaied z i 
LI o ; *- *e ee — ‘ ; ° 2° — ee ° ° ° Z % ee °- € .s eee “* dVOSV x jeine'y Ta oe ee a ee eajqes0py 21Nn0OA—.,.¥,, jourdeg » aeyorp “)-Pl0yeisS or > 81 a 
2 : Z z= ee s os -s - oO ie i ¥ ee i és a £ 6 ih = | a a ee JOAIY 24} UMOG SUISINIQ eanmenst** sc uesi0W Ssny =) , 6I 
2 sl or age ne te: - rg € — ae a ; I os a3 sa one = ae “ — TT OGVOSY aune | SeAg UNO, UI OW 299 },u0qd] eoo0qg surquar uopi0 ae 
5 es RIL ee CE . preeasetenes : Se en sii Re ROLE rperee dVOSV _ UILog "OW deey 07 eAo7T AW 30D AAT PIQuINjOD”""""""" uMOIg Say ez 0S 
: al .. ~ : . _ ; "— — aa 3 ma TT" Gyosy SUCH ALS aa] ul og elquinjog ~aaoys yeurq 1 - ~ 
os Se 5 Nee eee ee EECESELaaaN 7c ZRRAEAT 7 EEE = 7 ee sz _ Ot 
it ae G 8 OL dVOS ouo noX P22N lode seHOeW “D-PIOYEIS OF Fb FZ SI 
ie ‘ - a a - — ' a — — *_ — — — — $ ae er dvosv. sulqqoys — aesy e200 SSC SUG UOps0y : zl GEL 
Lz “a tbe EE Ra eds ; RS ee: RG. ce eee. on c aia " dWOSV "| ayesAepy AMS 04} UI SIQPIM| °C IOWDIA ““gouuow uysnea ¢ cl WEL 
62 ="; a: y pr ~y “~~? - 9" Fs x ron ms  - = @g ce IW eue’y] ApojeW Stan 42 YON OS NOX VAOT IT vwaveq'°*******'** soag SITW SI 9% aI 
EE SRE ia 6a I 9 seks, a iliod iN WAS eas “Fg uoddeg *""* Suypueysiepug, OS esmoK  N-D-W woueg onig 9 D6 
gto ee, $08 ; OI 6 ¢ ro y* eS — ae os ig Miiiae ° .,.. miko ae AWwy UM PAO] Uy 20UQ ae 419309 6S oe 
cf 9 9 L G oe a = i Ol + pede * dVOSV SIA Ape] oniq & 10j sosoy pey "*  JOJIA'**** “--gouuow uysneA Cl Zz W6 
— . ae a - — —F — — ot ace dvosv SultH @ Lo —SA07] Ut os Ana Seg Wed rt 
ss. oe ee ee ne 9 . “ = ——¢3 ms gr a = co eae) a?) ences ss hee oe <r JaAq pue JaAeI04 °° RIDA"  uURSsIOW|W SSny L L 
0s o. ee a OI $ meey 6 _ z I ‘ : : cage ae rae ~~ = 6 I ° eoee dWOSV e1OWUa|) che SSO RCE COR Ce oe we OO PESTA os =e oe 8 B203q ce es ae ce eee uesi0W ssny zs 9 
es as 2: oe -k 4 9 9 € . G dVOSV | " aSOujaW spuey] ssojeieg  foydegu —9uNOL PNW 9  L ¢ 
Tk ice Tae rt aut I Z I Rs ° € 4 € dVOSV SUIqqO JoAq pue JoAaIOg  AOWT A OM) Attog—soL ¢ ag 
cs . 9 OL ~~ % a ee i. a. — ili i = a g dvVOSsSVv oere Joiney -evaaye 4 . a) | Bio ad or— ° “** 7aaTAa cee ee eee eee ec ee. ——— iain: a 
Lt a a ¢ Zz ol ~ qeiopy noA—..V> AOJITA Ould) Alddg = =C + We 
7 Z 3 ia j OL [ [ OL I ‘Ok I dVOSV "  *  suyqqoyy’* **** nr uyesy  AUNOdey “""guomeg A 2 9 2 
. ag et 1s a a eee eeniace rman a rTyNoOwW:: - eh oe « . a — : G 
a. “x Mae 3 oe S a 2 . 9 _ ol dVOSY J9ZH1S J2aly 24} UMOG ZuysmMI)  W-D-IWuouaeg onig ofl) OULU | 
© > | Q = = > = ta me | et | jw | 7 : | : - ee - 
PIS i PL ELS) SL BL el rl FIs) si fl 2) El glee Stet 81S) 24 ei e ata — 1eqe'T HIV 30] uy "4M "4M 
os Sie); ai ali ai &) e) Sia] fia) ot ei] EF 18) 3/57) =| Fl Bl ol Bl we] 2] . SHIIM 4SE] STY} 
iy) tae | a a | < os . z so ved +r | « ;>i wi & = o | & = a 
s L ; = | = 2 | 2 y | | & vy, j N > i ¢ < | ¢ | | = | ON “SOd ‘SOd 
v2 eepeiaet@isi#) Si Sialsei<i8) igi Ss) wigzi gis] a) &) Bl ei 2 
= ea eis | ¢i/ ei e| 8) eis} 5) f=] el] sa] 8] 2) 81 8 | Fs) F] Fl es | az & a: 
8 a Pa q = a = eijs| 2 | 3 Sie s - a eS | a | lL = | 3 0£ Wid ‘fidqunod ay fO S$40}0aS8 11D fO aunjdid aaisuayaidwood vd juasaud yaac 
= zi 2 p | | 4 p PULLS TL Ei et ev eh ba 84 Ti” i | i | F | Stetina ipa 113M sax20f uv satjtQ “3ujod au0 0} UMOp uo Os Dun zZ-ON P 10) 6 “Uol}uou | 
: T “ | | ~ =| = t 1] ei] tl ow |] 2] 3] BT S| | x | ) | > , | =| I ‘ON D 40f sj}u10d OI fo Sispq ay} UO Pajndwoo a4p ShuljpYyY ‘doi UO asoYy) sD Nam 
7 Ms 4 s = ae Sis ij 2 lig Gt wm I | | =| | ® S | g| 4 s = sp fignamndod ut buists Sp109a1 asoy} a)DI1pus 01 Paubisap st puv uo1DU ay) ssolon 
¢ 1 ~ © = 3 ™ «|& = s | 2] si 64 5 einai st als | = | = | Ba ) WN i q N q suauurds-xs1p wos pa.ay206 UONIDWLOjur UO Paspg st UOYDIdwWos siyt ‘s4aualst) 
— tie a Bi oi gi ei’ * [igi tin | ot Mas Zz | 3 | Aq «poysonbes your. sD ‘supiboid .shax20f ysIP uo sp1ode4 ays 10 1uvYys A1499M 
| a | | | “ n _ 
Bil 3 Mabe | |e} | at | pul ke | 
a DL || yany | psy io) | rl ened kuoq| pul puow yg uy Asui> ew | aoa | >a | “Hid |P¥S| -Ae1D| WON | WT MD | POA MON | WiiM 
, x “Gg oe) -apyd | -D4A¢ | | mew) “Iv {| yaa | ; ups | | 40g | -ueq) a | | -sog | | 
= my? 
+ rr LA bd ° 
e SAUWOOF WSIG «.LSHAOU. °S “1 DNIGVAT VIA GATIOCd SV 
Z OUT ET pd ui te JUVE L PpPlOowIwW ado 
™ a 
—————— . = — — <a rere — = 


















LL, (Copyright Variety, ies. Ad Rights Reserved) 





Wednesday, May 4, 1949 


VARIETY 


ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC 89 














Eddy Arnold “Echo of Your Foot- 
oa Eddy Arnold is the top man_ 
among the country-style singers. 
And this is a top release. Initial 
side is good, but it’s “Kiss” that 
takes attention. Done in his coun- 
try style, the melody could easily 
become a click pop possibility. 

Carmen Cavallaro ‘I Betcha”- | 
“pinorah” (Decca). An unusual | 
disk in that, as far as records are 
concerned, the concertizing Caval- 
Jaro is popping keyboard corn. He 
spades it thickly on “Betcha, cute 
new pop sung well by Bob Lido and 
Cavaliers. Backing is a fast, well 
played Latin instrumental that also 
uts Cavallaro’s pianistics under a 
rosy light. 

Evelyn Knight “You’re So Un- 
derstanding”-“It’s Too Late Now” 
(Decca). Miss Knight’s “Under- 
standing,” a saleable new tune, is 
drab and colorless in comparison 
to prior releases. But ber “Late” 
is lively, colorful and has good 
melody. She’s accompanied by 
Sonny Burke band and chorus. 

Tex Beneke “Midnight Sere- 
nade”-“Pin Striped Pants” (Victor). 
“Midnight” is closest Beneke has 
come to Glenn Miller's big b.o. 
style, to which the band is return- 
ing. Using a good melody as an 
instrumental, Beneke creates a 
Miller mood, then cuts it down 
with an ordinary trumpet solo and 
too much open brass, disturbing 
the mood. Yet, it’s a step in the 
tried and proven Miller direction. 
Flipover is a fair novelty vocal by 
Beneke. ‘ 

Donald Richards “Younger Than 
Springtime”-‘‘This Nearly Was 
Mine” (Mercury). Mercury came 
up with a fine disk and a fine 
singer new to records in Richards. 
His legit voice fondles these two 
tunes from “South Pacific” in sell- 
ing fashion. They’re as good as any 
recordings of the melodies now 
available, the “Springtime” side 
slightly better. Jimmy Carroll's or- 
chestra provides smart backing. 

Ames Bros. “St. Bernard Waltz’’- 
“Oh You Sweet One” (Coral). If; 
the waltz craze continues, “St. Ber- 
nard” has great chance to click. 
It’s swell material for jocks and 
jukes. Ames group works it with 
a heavy commercial hand and it’ll 
get many plays. “Sweet One” is a 
well-done rewrite of the “Schnitz- | 
elbank Song” and carries potency 
for jukes more so than jocks. Roy 
Ross handles backing on both. 

Unitones “St. Bernard Waltz’’- 
“Birthday Waltz” (London). Uni- | 
tones also sock over “St. Bernard.” | 
With a larger group, the side is the 
equal of the Ames disk and in 
some ways better. “Birthday” is a 
drab, colorless disking. 

Dick James “A Million Miles | 
Away”-“Chapter In My Life Called | 
Mary” (London). Both worthwhile 
ballad sides. Working with George | 
Mitchell Choir and organ and | 
rhythm accomp, James does an ex- 
cellent job on “Miles,” a strong | 
new song, and “Mary,” another hot | 
one. Either side hits the spot, but | 
the “Mary” melody gets the edge 
for a better arrangement. 

Frank Sinatra “Huckle-Buck’’-“It | 
Happens Every Spring” ‘Colum- | 
bia). “Huckle-Buck” is one of the | 
best things Sinatra has done lately. 

e makes the rhythm novelty | 
move solidly, with socko assistance | 
by Axel Stordahl. Jocks and jukes | 
will use it often. “Spring” is a good | 
tune. It seems smart, but it isn’t 
always easy to tell by Sinatra’s 
disks how much a new tune has. 
f Billy Eckstine “Nighty Night”- | 

A New Shade of Blues” (M-G-M). | 
Eckstine gets hotter by the release. | 
This pairing is half there. “Nighty | 
Night” isn't very convincing, with | 
background by Buddy Baker, but | 

New Shade” has a strong chance | 
to click for him. It’s done superb- 
ly. Hugo Winterhalter accomps. . 

Ray Anthony “New Shade of 
Blues”-“Wreck on the’ Highway” 
(Capitol). Ray Anthony’s initial re- 
lease for Capitol is made up of 
two good sides. His “New Shade” 
S very well done and, strangely 
enough, his vocalist, Dick Noel. is 
a white counterpart of Billy Eck- 
Stine. Noel’s vocal is not as strong, 
but it doesn’t suffer too much in 
Comparison. “Wreck” is a novelty 
hillbilly that figures to get many 
jock spins. 

Dinah Shore “I’m Gonna Wash 
That Man”-“Kiss Me Sweet” (Co- 
lumbia)| Miss Shore’s “Wash” is 
not as good as several rival record- 
ings. It lags, but due to the name 
Value it'll be spun. Same goes for 
her “Kiss Me Sweet:” basically a 
better vocal than Kitty Kallen’s 

erecury disk perhaps. but not 
nearly as lively or colorful. 

Margaret Whiting-Johnny Mer- 
cer “Baby, It’s Cold Outside”-“ 
Never Heard You Say” ‘Cupitol). 


| 
| 
/ 
| 
| 
| 


Jocks, Jukes andDisks | 


By BERNIE WOODS 


!with “Clarinet 


| 
' 








ot- latched onto something that Id | 
“One Kiss Too Many” ‘Vic- | b g could | 


novelty lyric by Frank Loesser, it’s 


€ a top record in “Baby.” A sock 


given smart treatment in an easy 


‘Thythm tempo by the two. with 


Paul Weston pushing the back- | 
ground. “Say” is cute, but it’ll be 
lost. | 


Platter Pointers | 


Victor made the pop, “A Million | 
Miles Away,” with Dave Denney, | 
as a country tune; good disk. .. . | 
One of Tommy Tucker's initial 
sides in months (Columbia) is a 
likable recording of “Scalawag,” 
new plug melody by BVC.... Zig- 
gy Elman’s “Cheek to Cheek” (M- 
G-M) is the kind of material that 
Les Brown got lucky with in “I’ve 
Got My Love to Keep Me Warm” | 
.... Jerome Kern fortunately can’t 
hear what June Christy does to his! 
“Way You Look Tonight” (Capitol): 
it’s bop but not “Tonight”... . , An- 
other knocked-out side is Harry 
James’, “Hatsville, U. S A.” 


Pee Wee Hunt’s Dixie combo clicks 
Marmalade” and 
“Bessie Couldn’t Help It” (Capitol) 
. . . « Geri Galian’s pianistics put 
“Tabu” on the high road (Coral) | 
... . Capitol’s “Huckle-Buck,” by | 
Benny Goodman, is a rather drab | 
version. . . Unusual melody is! 
“But Nobody,” by Joy Nichols | 
(London). . . . Johnston Bros., on 
same label, work a good version of | 
“Portrait of Jennie.” ... 

Standout western, country. polka, 
blues, race, jazz: Frank Messina, 
“Pelican Polka” (Coral); Hot Lips 
Page, ‘“‘Don’t Tell a Man About His 
Woman” (Columbia): Arthur Stid- 
ham, “A Heart.~Full if Misery” ( Vic- 
tor); Eddie Vinson, “I Took the 
Front Door  In’”-“Ever - Ready 
Blues” (Mercury); Mel and Stan, “I 
Have Dusted Off the Bible” (Capi- 
tol). 





Ciro’s, N. Y., Sued 
For Infringement 


Ciro’s, eastside N. Y. nitery, last | 
week was named defendant in an 
infringement suit brought in N. Y. 
federal court by Broadeast Music, 
Melody Lane Publications, Em- 
bassy Music and Porgie Music. 

Combined action claims the 
spot used four of the plaintiffs’ 
tunes without a proper license. ° 


RIETY 


3. CRUISING DOWN THE RIVER (12) (Spitzer) 


Best British Sheet Sellers 


(Week ending April 22) 
London, April 25._ 
12 Street Rag ...... Chapveil 


Faraway Places ........ Leeds 
Powder Face .... Chappell 
Lavender Blue ....F. D. & H. 
Shady Nook Keith-Prowse 
On the 5:45 .Strauss-Miller 
Heart Loch Lomond..... Unit 


Cuckoo Waltz Keith Prowse 
Slow Boat China....Chappell 
Put ’em In Box..... Connelly 
ye Connelly 
Buy Killarney ..P. Maurice 


Second 12 


You're in Love Wood 
Buttons and Bows .... Victoria 
Put Shoes On, Lucy......Gay 
Lillette Yale 


Cigareets Whusky...Chappell 
For You ... Feldman 
Crystal Gazer + 0 0.dvae eee 
Hang On the Bell......Magna 
Easter Parade Berlin 
My Happiness Chappell 
Strawberry Moon wre f .. 
Little Bird Told Me......Gay 








Capitol Installs 
First Television 
Prod. Division 


Hollywood, May 3. 
Capitol Records, anticipating the 
future of the recording business in 
the face of ever-growing television, 
is establishing a video production 
department. Under the title, Cani- 
tol Records Television Division, 
the indie manufacturer is now bent 
on setting up a staff. It has signed 
Elmo Williams. formerly with RKO 
studio, as the producing unit's 

head and he will gather a staff. 
Capitol, of course, intends mak- 
ing as full use of the top names 
on its recording roster, whenever 
possible. Of course such use must 
depend on iclevision commitments 


' that might already have been made 


by some of. them. It’s intended 
too, to bring in talent outside of 
the recording fold. 





Ed McCaskey joined Regent 
Music as Chicago rep, and the 
company took on Dave Kent as its 
Hollywood man. 


{ Vaughn Monroe 
eoeereeesreeeeer ee eee eres ) Burl Ives 


\ Vera Lynn 


“A” YOU'RE ADORABLE (2) (Laurel) __.......- ecereeeees 


‘ \ Vaughn Monroe ....... 
5. RED ROSES FOR BLUE LADY (11) (Mills) .........-+6-5-- }Guy Lombardo 


j 


6. FAR AWAY PLACES (14) (Laurel) ........... er ) 


7. SO IN LOVE (2) (T. B. Harms) . 


8. I LOVE YOU SO MUCH IT 


9. FOREVER AND EVER (2) (Robbins) 


10. GALWAY BAY (17) (Leeds) ...... 


CARELESS HANDS (Melrose) 


SO TIRED (Glenmore) 


COMME CI COMME CA (Leeds) 


YOU BROKE YOUR PROMISE (Pic) ...........+. eovcee ceeees 


I DON’T SEE ME (Laurel) 


LOVE ME, LOVE ME, LOVE ME (Miller) 


+ Bing Grosoy ..... gases 


| Mills Bros 
HURTS (9) (Melody Lane)...... ’ Buddy Clark....v.... Columbia 


| Gracie Fields......... 


Wey Titi i ) 


1. RIDERS IN THE SKY (2) (Morris) a 
1$ 2 AGAIN (7) (Robbins) ................cceceeeeeeeeees 1cis< Gwe” eee ee eee 
i Ruse DIOGO . ig 6ctek ews Decca 
* 
€ 


¥OU, YOU, YOU ARE THE ONE (Campbell) ............005005. 


PORTRAIT OF JENNIE (Chappell) 


SOMEONE LIKE YOU (Harms) 


HOW IT LIES (Morris) oy 


DON’T LIE TO ME (Leeds) 
I DIDN’T KNOW GUN LOADED 


SOME ENCHANTED EVENING 
WONDERFUL GUY (Chappell) 


{Figures in parentheses indicate numbe 
Miss Whiting and Mercer have  ¢¢¢¢OC@CCt-0 4440 vt Otter ett ttt ttse seer et eteees $o+ 


+ 

* 

+ 
SUNFLOWER (Famous) ; 
TRUE TO YOU IN MY FASHION (T. B. Harms) ............+--- 
CARAVAN (Am. Academy) er 


{Sanmy Kaye........ Victor 

PPE eT ee ee een eee er re ae Sits Se Capitol 
( Russ Morgan. ..ececes Decca 

see teeeeeeeereeeeesereeeseeers: | Kay Starr... He Capitol 
LZony DIAVHG. ..eccdecss Victor 

OP aS EPESS Tee T : [Bick SiGe’. 6. esc Decca 

); Paula Watson ..... . Supreme 

}Kay Starr i Capitol 

{Gordon Jenkins..... Decca 

ESE HOR De Ree 9. Stee eee: ) Perry Como rk eee Victor 

\ Eddy Howard ..... Mercury 

ee ee oe Te ) Sammy Keve............¥ieeur 

Pinee TGS co. 4400s. Coral 

Lingus Cpan tinh King Cole , ORs ce ee 

eo eee eee Decca 

Terre ee ey | Frank Sinatra........ Columbia 

Dinah Shore ........ Columbia 

ee ee ee ere Billy Eckstine........ M-G-M 

)Pegoy Lee. ..icccs;. Capitol 

NEP EES COT? Gee Se tDors Deay.......... Colmem 
\ Bing Crosby Decca 

eee ere eee ere ee )Kay Starr ree Ga 
Ere eC ee ee Vaughn Monroe ....... Victor 
| PPT T CC Teter ee Betsy Gey . Capitol 
CE. .., . 0 sndoscdenconderi } Perry Como ......... _ Victor 
1 Frank Sinatra ....... Cotumbia 

NP Ts ee ee Margaret Whiting Capitol 


‘*) Dinah Shore 


( Bing Creeey (ov sct60ces- 
eee Rn 2 ae ee ae tAnne SREWOR. .ccccse. 


0} weeks song has been in the Top 10.) 


WB Refusal on Kine Song Rights 


Forces TV to Nix Company Tunes 





Tops of the Tops 


Retail Disk Seller 
“Riders in the Sky” 


Retail Sheet Music Seller 
“Cruising Down the River” 


“Most Requested” Disk 
“Cruising Down the River” 


Seller on Coin Machines 
“Riders in the Sky” 





Best British Seller 
“12th Street Rag” 


Condon, Rival Cafe In 
Row Over Butterfield 


Intense rivalry between Nick’s, 
Greenwich Village, N. Y., jazz 
spot, where Eddie Condon’s bands 
played for years, and Condon's, 
own jazz club set up as competi- 
tion to Nick’s, also in the Village, 
resulted in a flareup late last week. 

Condon also runs a jazz show on 
NBC television, out of N. Y., and 
he’s been seeking Billy Butterfield 
and some of the latter’s widely 
known jazz musicians, who work af 
Nick’s, as guests. “Mrs. Nick,” 
who operates the spot since the 
death of her husband, has con- 
sistently refused to allow the men 
to work with Condon on the air. 

Late last week, Condon got But- 








¢ Refusal of Warner Bros. musie 
|firms to continue allowing tele- 
| vision nets free kinescoping rights 
to WB songs has forced video pro- 
'grammers to eliminate the com- 
bine’s tunes from many live broad- 
| casts. 
| Televisors apparently do not in- 
tend making a separate deal at this 
| point to use WB tunes on filmed 
| rebroadcasts, though the combine’'s 
leatalogs are the most powerful in 
(existence. Tele people are in the 
midst of negotiations with the 
American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers to estab- 
lish a rate scale for the use of 
ASCAP tunes on tele. This, of 
course, will cover only live broad- 
casts, but televisors are hoping 
that publishers will throw in kine- 
scoping rights for free since video 
looks upon such use as a rebroad- 
cast akin to a transcription of a 
live radio show. Music pubs feel 
kinescoping, since the rebroadcast 
doesn’t occur in most instances un- 
til a week later, is akin to a regu- 
lar transcribed broadcast and 
should be paid for separately. 
Currently, there are only 16 sta- 
tions on the coaxial cable hookup. 
There are 34 market areas served 
by tele stations. Most video com- 
mercials are kinescoped in, on an 
average, 10 areas, but the major 
shows cover all 34 markets. 


Campbell Wins 





terfield to agree to do a TV shot. | 


It resulted in Butterfield pulling | 


out of Nick’s. Condon says But- 
terfield gave “Mrs. Nick” two 
weeks’ notice when she continued 
to refuse permission. Latter says 
she fired .Butterfield for agreeing 
to the TV deal. 





Martin Reactivates Co. 
To Push ‘Now Is Time’ 


Freddy Martin is reactivating 
the New York end of his Fremart 
Music Co Victor Seltzman has 

‘taken over the eastern representa- 
, tion of the maestro’s firm. 

Move centers around a new tune 

titled “Now, Now Is the Time.” 


...AARIETY,.|() Best Sellers on Coin-Machines “*2*.<! 4"! 8 


Victor 
Columbia 
London 


ROE Se ee Fe Oe ) Blue Barron ............M-GM 


Victor 

Victor 
. Decca 
Bing CRIBUP: cis cvcseos Decca 
Perr COMO. vcsce sss Victor 
Decca 
..e--- Columbia 


Decca 


Perry Como 


°e>e¢e6¢o8 


s+@eeeerves 


London 
Victor 
Decca 

Lendon 


Perry Como 
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Tiff from Porgie 
On ‘Street’ Rights 


Battle between Nick Campbell 
and Al Porgie, former partners but 
now heads of separate firms, over 
the song “My Street,” has been 
settled in Campbell's favor. Dis- 
pute over the rights to the tune 
has been hanging fire for weeks. 
It was adjudicated when both 
parties agreed to accept the de- 
cision of John Schulman, music 
| business attorney. Schulman at 
first attempted to get both parties 
to agree to a division of the song, 
that one should work on it and 
oth to participate in possible 
profits. They refused. 

Dispute, ironically enough, grew 
out of both Camphbell’s and Porgie's 
friendship with the Mills Bros., 
which began when they were part- 
ners. Mills group picked up “My 
Street” from writer Afnold Kop- 
pitch, when they were on the Coast 
_late last year. They apparently 
‘told both Campbell and Porgie 
about the tune and that they were 
going to record it for Decca. Both 
tried to get the tune. Porgie had 
his Coast man secure a “binder” 
_in exchange for $1 from Koppitch. 
A day or so later, Campbell got 
the writer's signature on a regu- 
iar Songwriters Protective Assn. 
contract. Dispute was over which 
paper pre-dated the other. Shul- 
man decided in favor of Campbell. 


DECCA IN THE SWIM ON 
‘SOUTH PACIFIC’ ALBUM 


Decca Records is getting out its 
own album of “South Pacific’ 
| tunes. It is putting together four 
single disks made by Bing Crosby, 
Danny Kaye, Evelyn Knight and 
Ella Fitzgerald, to form a book of 
“Pacific” tunes to bid for sales 
against Capitol’s album and Co- 
'lumbia’s forthcoming album re- 
corded by the original cast of the 
New York hit musical. 

Crosby cut “Bali Ha’i”’ and 
“Some Enchanted Evening:” Kave 
did “There's Nothing Like a 
Dame” and “Honey Bun:” Miss 
Knight made “Wonderful Guy” 
and “Cockeyed Optimist,” and Miss 
Fitzgerald only last week com- 
pleted ‘“‘Wash That Man Right Out 
of My Hair” and “Happy Talk.” 








Romberg’s Philly Date 
Philadelphia, May 3. 

Sigmund Romberg has _ been 
named to conduct the Philadelphia 
Inquirer's fifth annual music fes- 
tival at the Municipal Stadium, 
i June 10. , 

The festival is put on by the 
' Philadelphia Inquirer Charities, 
, inc. 
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Metropolitan Opera’s visit to Los Angeles, which ends Saturday (7) 
after 14 performances, was underwritten by local culture-conscious 
backers to the tune of $274,000. Gross at the 6,000-seat Shrine Audi- 


$6,000 profit. However, that figure will be sliced by purely local ex- 
penses, such as salaries of Shrine associates and of Hal Weiner, local 
flack hired to publicize the longhair attraction. 

Guarantee of $247,000 covers only the cost of bringing the Met to 
the Coast for the second consecutive year and the third time in 44 
years. At a $6 top, Shrine can hit a $20,000 gross for each perform- 
ance. Opening night, with top scale upped to $10, receipts hit $24,575. 


House is rented for $1,000 per performance. | 


Met is staging 11 operas this year, as compared wits 15 last year, 
and repeating “‘La Boheme,” “Carmen” and “La*Traviata” for economy 
reasons. Execs have found that latter three are the most popular in 
the repertoire. Sole experimental item this year was “Peter Grimes,” 
which didn’t fare too well when the Met visited here last year for the 
first time since 1905. 

Songwriters get inspirations for titles from unusual sources. Perhaps 
one of the more unique ones is the source of “A Chapter In My Life 
Called Mary,” written by Jimmy Kennedy and Nat Simon, published by 
Shapiro-Bernstein. 

Several years back Kennedy was idling through a magazine and noted 
an ad by the San Francisco Chamber of Commerce, which offered a 
booklet entitled “‘There’s a Chapter In Your Life Called San Francisco.” 
It stuck in his mind, and last year, when he and Simon were searching 
for an idea, brought it up, with the change, to “Mary.” 





Norman Granz’ $25 “Jazz Theme” album, which Mercury Records 
(Chicago) is pressing and distributing, will attempt to mirror jazz 
development, according to Granz. It will attempt to represent modern 
jazz in all phases. 


Album will be a prestige item, with only 5,000 pressed, each to be | 
numbered and autographed by Granz. Disks will be of vinylite and | 


represent over $10,000 worth of Granz’ recordings, with diskery’s regu- 
lar percentage arrangement with Granz applying. 





Charlie Fisk is keeping the vocal job in his band pretty much in the 
family. Ginny Coon (Mrs. Fisk) stepped down couple of months ago 
because she wanted to devote more time to their six-year-old, so Fisk 


promptly put an Rosemary Moore, his sister-in-law and the wife of Joe | 
Fisk, who recently joined his brother's outfit as the drummer. Fisk | 


is currently playing at, Bill Green's in Pittsburgh. 


“he King of the Mambo” 

















AND HIS ORCHESTRA 


Just Completed 16 Smash Weeks 


CIRO’S, Miami 


and Signed to Appear Next Season 
for 6 Months 





mt Currently 


HAVANA-MADRID | DUMONT-TY 


“Flight to Rhythm" 
NEW YORK with Migquelito Valdes 
6:30 P.M. Every Sunday 


™~ 


July and August 
SAGAMORE HOTEL 


Lake George, New York 




















Available for September and October, 1949 


Personal Management: 


ROBERT DIAMENT 


1819 Broadway, N. Y. 


RCA VICTOR RECORDS 
Press Relations: HOWARD WEISSMAN 
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torium is expected to top $280,000, giving the guarantors a minimum of, 
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Survey of retail sheet music . ’ : 
‘ s § 9 ° ~ g 
sales, based on reports obtained g “4 0i1o/#e/% 
from leading stores in 11 cities 8 a 2/2 2 gi. 
and showing comparative sales a, - s3/8/i3/;8/98 
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, 7 . o | & | | t=) M4 loom | | ome j 
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1 1 “Cruising Down River” (Spitzer) Stastngae Soe 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 109 
i. 2 “Forever and Ever” ( Robbins) SPR rS anscsaswuee- see 1 3 2 84 
3 2 “Far Away Places” (Laurel)........... 6 € 38 4&4 & . 6 8.8 8.0 
“4 5 “*A’—You’re Adorable” (Laurel)...... 3 4 2 6 2 6 4 7 +4 7 
5 4 “Sunflower” (Famous)................ Re FW Pease Wee a DC 
6 3 “Red Roses for Blue Lady” (Mills)..... 8 8 §$§ &§ &§ 8 § 8 5 41 
7 7 “Careless Hands” (Melrose)........... as 5 8 3 5 10 5 §&§ 9 38 
8 11 “Enchanted Evening” (Chappell)....... rere e @¢ B®. 26 
/ 9A 8 “Again” (Robbins)..................-- 410° 9 8 6 8 21 
9B .. “Riders in the Sky” (Mayfair).......... 8 2 a sth 10 21 
10 10 “Someone Like You” (Harms Inc.)..... - 8 6 § ® 11 
ii 6 “Powder Your Face” (Lombardo)...... TR SS are ee eee 
12... “Big, Wide World” (BMI)............. ee, ae a ee rene errr 
13 es “Candy Kisses” (Hill-Range) re eer errs aye tii an pe ee s+ eh 4 8 8 
14. 12 “So in Love” (T. B. Harms)............ i} eee le a a A eg ae ee oe 
Forms Seattle Outfit 50G to Fix Philly Dell : e 
| Seattle, May 3. | Philadelphia, May 3. Chotzinoff Directs 
Marty Marsala, jazz trumpeter,! City Council’s finance committee | ,y e 
| has formed-a Dixieland outfit here has a hati peg put RCA $ Red Seal Unit 
which is playing Fridays and Robin Hood Dell in shape for the | , ‘> : 
Saturdays at Club New Orleans. summer concert season. | _Samuel Chotzinoff, general mu- 


| Sical directar of NBC, was named 
|musical director of RCA-Victor’s 


Red Seal (classical) disk division 


° e e — week by Fo Darataaies, gen- 
Songs With Largest Radio Audience | <i sissiv'ess..c\ine 
manager of Red Seal artists rela- 


tions, while Richard A. Mohr con- 
tinues as supervisor of classical 








The top 34 songs of the week (more in case of ties), based on 
the copyrighted Audience Coverage Index Survey of Popular Mu- 

















sic Broadcast over Radio Networks. Published by the Office of || Tecording. 
Research, Inc., Dr. John G. Peatman, Director. | oe sailed Thursday (28) 
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A Chapter In My Life Called Mary J+ tsaew sees + RO am 
A Wonderful Guy—*‘‘South Pacific” ............ Chappell 

“I Ser RO DOPED 8 vs dd ob bss ee es eee wees Laurel 

Again—7“Road House” ... TENT 

Always True To You In Fashion—*‘‘Kiss Me Kate”. T. B. Harms 

ee oe ee eee Melrose 

Cruising Down the River........ is Mali sie Se Spitzer 

Don't Cry, Cry Baby ....... > Pa Seer fe Santly-Joy 

Dreamer With a Penny—*‘“All For Love’’.......... Simon 
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REY SI eis sg WAN 4s <8 He Ve Es ow be KOT BS Laurel 

IE NUE IID 55 65.414, 4:0:415160 4.0 6.0:6:0:6.0.b68.80 50-8 Robbins 

Pere ere rere tr eee rere Tees Te Feist 

ee ee te on 6 bks 60% 65.04.0660 b's Dreyer 

Base) Uemey CY meee. 2. 6:03 « 6:48 vo 2 6000.50 oo. Leeds 

EWR, OUONT TEMES bs is Cio sis 64a vse awe Cameron 

If I Could Be With You—7“Flamingo Road”....... Remick ‘ 

I’ve Got My Love To Keep Me Warm.............. Berlin ABC MUSIC CORP. 
- Love Me, Love Me, Love Me........... Pattee Miller 7 

My Dream Is Yours—7“‘My Dream Is Yours’”....... Witmark 99 7th Ave. New York 
.One, Only Highland Fling—7“Barkleys of B’way’’...Warren 

Once and For Always—7*‘‘Connecticut Yankee”... . Burke-VH 

Once In Love With Amy—*‘Where’s Charley?”’.... Morris 

Powder Your Face With Sunshine................. Lombardo On the Way 

Ee a) cr re Mills 

mo if LOve—*' Kiss Me, Mate”.............ccccee de Be OTMS RUDOLPH THE 
Some Enchanted Evening—*‘South Pacific” ....... Chappell 

Someone Like You—7‘My. Dream Is Yours”....... Harms 

Story Of My Life .............. vege OF 

Streets Of Laredo—i“Streets Of Laredo”.......... Famous - 

MMMOWEP ......66.0% SUTIN ee eee EEE ee | 

I i Herbert REIN 

Underneath the Linden Tree.............seessess: La Salle DEER 
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The remaining 20 songs of the week (more in case of ties), St. Nicholas Music Pub. Co. 

based on the copyright Audience Coverage Index Survey of Popu- — a Agent: Keys Music, Ine. 
lar Music Broadcast over Radio Networks. Published by the POP Wy AO Sine, ine Gye 
Office of Research, Inc., Dr. John G. Peatman, Director. 













































































‘Bali Ha’i—*“South Pacific” .................0005. Chappell 

I fo ek Fe cin ean SI EA USES RAY 6kioon.i Sk wach hier iik Duchess 

aM IOI © 56505585 e tae He OEE E ES 3b bb's avtlee Ba ox Hill & Range ~—— = 
MUM Dos iy vch ct. ¢'4.5 acd Cae UES: 3 CRAY Ae Ba wid United | = 
Comme Ci, Comme Ca.... ee ed cy ee (itbead Leeds ; — i 
Don't Call Me Sweetheart Anymore .............. ABC _— ‘a = 
Galway Bay ee Se Cicer e Leeds i = 
Have a Little Sympathy ......................00. BVC - gy \ | % 
Havin’ a Wonderful Wish. esses Shes aad Paramount> |= = 
I Didn’t Know the Gun Was-Lodded ............. Lewis — 
I Don't See Me In Your Eyes Anymore... ...... Laurel 

It You Stub Toe on Moon—};‘Connecticut Yankee’. Morris 

Bat ORIN AIOMM Wilt WOW: od s-s <s.0.cc ss bcccwncecer Witmark 

I’m: Beginning To Miss You et Ee ieee ae Berlin ————_—__— 
It’s.a Big Wide Wonderful World.......... ES BMI “SANTLY-JOY, INC 

Johnny Get Your Girl .... Seo ee ee Bourne | 

Little Old Church Near Leicester Square.......... Oxford Eddie Joy—Gen. Prof. Mgr 
Pe <+.chin th terbGausabawebes n46s 406 inaeede Patmar 

EL nctiincikn Dieadiitdeeskae DER et) ae HOTS, Brondwny, - New ie. 
Pe OC le occ en ce ethewek tebe desee .++..-Chappell | 

OB RS Ee EES ee ee re Glenmore 

Seer Tse ow ClO iwieeeeeie eee Advanced 

While the Angelus Was Ringing. ..... Shtheceuaeues Harris 

Wye" WHO TU ED osc i Pas c cccccccceccce. Fremart 

oe ee Campbell 





* Film musical. * Legit musical. 
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Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 


a Hotel Played Week On Date | 

dy Duchin*.... Waldorf (400; $2)............... 4 2375 10.900/ 
eet Brandwynne*. New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50)...... ] 975 +1.800| 
Lawrence Welk... Roosevelt (400; $1.50-$2)........ 6 1.125 7,300 


Eddy Howard Statler (450; $1. 


* Waldorf, Morton Downey; New Yorker, ice revue. 


t 9 days. 





Chicago 
Barclay Allen (Empire Room, Palmer House, 550; $3.50 min.-$1 cover). 
Dorothy Shay keeping room busy. Giant 3,600 covers. 
Henry Brandon (Marine Room, Edgewater, 700; $1.20 cover). Fine | 


weather helps. Holding at 3,000 tak 


Johnny Brewer (Swiss Chalet, Bismarck, 200; $2.00 min.-$1.05 cover). 


Gypsy Markoff. Fine 1,800 covers. 


Dick LaSalle (Mayfair Room, Blackstone, 350; $3.50 min.-$1 cover). 
Peter Lind Hayes and Mary Healy have ropes up. Fat 3.700 tabs 


Frankie Masters (Boulevard Roon 


Ice Show and Masters garnering neat 3,100 tabs 


Bill Snyder (College Inn, Sherma 


Cole Porter” still big draw. Upped 3,400 covers. 
ee 
Los Angeles | 


Leighton Noble ‘Ambassador, 900; $1.50). With Frankie Laine head- | 


lining. First week great 3,150 cov 
Jan Garber (Biltmore, 900; $1-$1 
Ted Fio Rito (Beverly Hills, 300; 


Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


(Chicago) 
Cee Davidson ‘Chez Paree, 500; $3.50 min.-$1 cover). Joe E. Lewis. 


Slight drop to 3,700 tabs. 


Dick Jurgens ‘Aragon; $1-$1.15 adm.). Good weather plus Jurgens 
local following big 16,000 admissions. 


Joe Reichman (Trianon; $1-$1.15 


Bobby Peters ‘Blackhawk, 500; $2.50 min.). Al Trace out Tuesday 


(26) Peters followed. Nice 2,400 cc 


(Los Angeles) 
Gene Krupa (Palladium B., Hollywood, 4th wk.). 


missions. 
Victor Lombardo (Aragon B., Sz 
admissions. 


AHLERT REELECTED 
ASCAP PRESIDENT 


Fred Ahlert was reelected, as 
expected, as president of the 
American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers at last 
week's (28) board meeting in New 
York. Ahlert thus begins his 
second term as head of the Society. 


Saul Bourne was named first 
v.p. and Otto Harbach, second v.p., 
replacing Oscar Hammerstein, 2d, 
who is too busy with his shows to 
attend all meetings. Louis Bern- 
stein was named treasurer; George 
W. Meyer, secretary; Frank Con- 
nor, asst. treasurer, and Donald 
Gray, assistant secretary. 











IDON'TSEEME 
IN YOUR EYES 
ANYMORE 


LAUREL MUSIC CO 
1619 Broadway, New York 











BOURNE. INC. 
799. 7th Ave. New York 








A Great Mother Song 


| REMEMBER MAMA 


By CHARLES and HENRY TOBIAS 
RECORDED BY: 

CLAUDE THORNHILL, Columbia 38075 
BETTY RHODES, Victor 20-2735-B 
ZIGGY LANE, Deluxe 1137-A 
RALPH YOUNG, Jubilee 3508 
Published by: 


TOBEY MUSIC CORP. 


1650 B'way, Suite 604, New York 














|registered tune, “Slide, Hamp, 


| often becomes a scramble that 
| hurts the band business from top 


| with MCA’s case, the affair seems 


|camel’s back. 


; Covers Total | 
Weeks Past Covers | 


er 2 1,300 2,850) 





dS. | 


1, Stevens, 773: $3.50 min.-$1 cover). 


n, 500: $2.50-$3.50 min “Salute To 


* Ancther “Four Leaf Clover” 


MERRY-GO-ROUND 
~~ WALTZ 


Backed by THE HEART OF LOCH LOMOND 


(MGM No. 10405) 


ers. 
.50). Slowing 2.300 covers. 
$4 min.). Mild 900 covers. 


adm.). Okay at 10,000 admissions. 


vers. 
| 


Sliding 10.650 ad- | 


anta Monica, 4th wk.). Good 4,475 


‘Swing & Tempo Sued 
By Hampton Associate 


Swing & Tempo Music Publish- 
ing Co., Inc., gave him a fast shuf- 
fle on his royalty remittances, song- 
writer Milton Buckner charged in 
an accounting action filed last week 
in N. Y. federal court 

Plaintiff and Lionel Hampton, 
the complaint states, in 1945 wrote 
“Hampton’s Boogie Woogie,” 
“Overtime,” “San Quentin Quail” 
and “The Flight of the Bar Fly,” 
which they assigned to S & T. Com- 
plaint further alleges that the pub- 
lisher did not receive absolute as- 
signment of all rights—only the 
right to publish and exploit the 
| tunes. 

| Agreement called for S & T to! 
pay the writers 2c. for sheet music 
and orchestrations sold, 3314°% of | 


* They're Playing It Everywhere! 


BARROOM POLKA 


Backed ty THERE'S SOMETHING ABOUT PAREE. 


(MGM No. 10418) 
all monies netted from recordings 


a 


foreign countries, plus other pro- ? ® 
visions. Buckner charges that al-| 

| though the deal called for state-| 

ments and a remittance every six | ; 

|months, the defendant sent false | 

| statements. The writers’ share on | ‘ 
four tunes were cut. he claims, and - 


| also asserts S & T owes $25,000 or 4 
more according to terms of the ar- ' 
rangement. 
In addition, Buckner maintains | ' . 
that the sum of $10.000 is due on) : 
the common-law rights to an un-| 


Backed ty AGAIN (mcm no. 10398) 
* Thanks to the Disk Jockeys Who Have Made This Possible 


Slide.” | 
' —— Es 


AFM Cleanup 


Continued from page 37 























to bottom. 

It was such a situation that 
promulgated the MCA-AFM affair. 
But, regardless of what happens 


Currently: 


HIPPODROME 


Baltimore 


to be the straw that broke the 
The AFM is hot 
about it due to an accumulation of 
complaints, and fully intends clean- 
ing up the situation. 

Meanwhile, MCA and some of 
the other agencies are endeavoring 
to find out who yelled copper to 
the AFM. Bookers in other agen- 
cies, who are often as guilty, have 
repeatedly complained about the 
tactics of one of MCA’s men. But 
all assert they have never com- 
plained to the AFM and know of 
no one else who has. 


On Our Way to the 


SHAMROCK HOTEL 


Houston, Texas 


MGM RECORDS 


GREATEST NAME FS) IN ENTERTAINMENT 





Andrew Records, Inc., chartered 
to conduct a music publishing busi- 
ness in New York, with capital 
stock of 100 shares. no par value. 
Directors are Harry D. Squires and 
Irving Squires. 


> 
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ASCAP Ballyhoos 


Society's Function 


American Society of Composers, | 


Authors and Publishers last week 
communiqued all publisher and 
writer members urging them to aid 
in a campaign to bring about pub- 
lic awareness of the Society and 
its function. Letter, signed by 
president Fred Ahlert, stated that 
“the campaign of public relations 
. .. has as its major purpose . 
education of the general public. . 
that ASCAP exists . 
the best interests of all the peo- 
ple.” 


description of the Society and its 
aims titled “The ASCAP Credo.” 
Ahlert requested that every mem- 
ber personally publicize it at every 
opportunity. 


Memphis Bars Shavers 


Memphis, May 3. 

Charlie Shavers, Negro trumpet- 
er featured with Tommy Dorsey’s 
orchestra, was barred from appear- 
ing with band during one-niter 
at Ellis auditorium here Thursday 
(28). Shavers received the Jim 
Crow trea‘ment the night before in 
Nashville, where he was not per- 
mitted to sit with band members, 
but was allowed to make a stage 
appearance as soloist. 

Dorsey’s outfit played Monroe, 
Miss., Friday (29), where Shavers 
was okayed to sit with fellow band 
members, but the ban was repeated 
the following night in Jackson, 
Miss. 

















FRANKIE LAINE 
Appearing 
AMBASSADOR 
COCOANUT GROVE 





. to further | 


Attached te the letter was a brief 














FOREVER 
‘AND EVER 


recorded by 


FRAN ALLISON 
HELEN CARROLL 
PERRY COMO 
GRACIE FIELDS 
RUSS MORGAN Decca 
DINAH SHORE Columbia 
“ARGARET WHITING ..Capitol 


Mercury 
RCA Victor 
London 


ROBBINS MUSIC CORPORATION 











THE LITTLE OLD 
CHURCH NEAR 

LEICESTER 
SQUARE 


OXFORD MUSIC CORP 
New York 






1619 Broadway, 
















































































‘—| RETAIL DISK BEST SELLERS |— 


J. J. Loeb Protests On 


































































































RCA’s Camden Plant 


| dianapolis plant; 45 rpm disks are 
being turned out mostly at its 


Victor had considerable trouble 


Indicates No Reopening Canonsburg, Pa., site. 


RCA-Victor’s Camden, N. J. 
pressing plant, which closed March 
1 “for repairs,” gives no sign of 
being reopened. Meanwhile, much 


of the factory’s machinery has 
either been discarded or moved to 
other Victor plants. Currently 
most of Victor’s pop material is 
being pressed at the company’s In- 


’ with unions governing employees 


at its Camden factory, which is the 


| company’s headquarters. Too, rec- 

ord consumption dropped consid- 
erably since the war, and all major 
labels have reduced facilities. Co- 
‘lumbia, for example, folded its 
Kings Mill, Cincinnati, factory, and 
Decca cut down, too. 














‘uropean spots. 


and His Continental 





THE SENSATION OF TWO CONTINENTS 
The Modern Paganini 


CHARLES BERNARD 


and His $100,000 Stradivarius 


tho appeared in record-smashing engagements at the Montmartre, 
’aris—Grand Hotel, Budapest—Berns Salonger, Stockholm—Zigeuner 
‘eller, Vienna — Wivel, Copenhagen — and many other outstanding 


‘PEN FOR SUMMER RESORT ENGAGEMENTS, RECORDINGS AND THEATRES 
Personal Represeniciive: 


RICHARD MARDUS 
342 Madison Avenue, New York 17, N. Y. 
VAnderbilt 6-0492 


Society Orchestra 














‘Philly’s hod Unfair’ 


| In AFM Pact Snarl 


Philadelphia, May 3. 

_ Local 77, American Federation 
of Musicians, has placed on its 
|“unfair list” the 90-vear-old Acad- 
emy of Music, which houses the 
Philadelphia orchestra, the Met 
Opera performances and virtually 


every major musical event of the | % 
‘ 
| 


hi, 
YY 
| on, 


- Frank Liuzzi stated that on or after | 


year. In a bulletin sent out to the 
jentire membership, President 


July 1 they will not be permitted 


{ 


to play in the Academy. unless the | 


management comes to terms with 
the union before that date. 


Harold Mason. manager of the 


as “just a plan to make us talk 
over things during the summer.” 
The Academy is closed during July, 
August and most of September. 
The Musicians got their first 
contract out of the Academy dur- 
ing the season of 1947-48. Last 
Summer attempts to renew the con- 
tract failed after months of ne- 
gotiations, and the musicians op- 
erated this season (1948-49) without 
formal recognition. Placing the 
concert hall on the “unfair list” 
Was viewed as the initial tactic to 
Bei the Academy lined up again. 


























Wye 
His Non-ASCAP Boost 
John J. Loeb, pop writer, filed 
; 3 oe te _f a formal protest last week with 
VARIETY | & | | & | | the ype we gs oo! vf Compos. 
il di an ers, Authors and Publishers 
Survey of retail disk best a it, | 2|3 af dieters “Sear ‘ble sialeneceann 
sellers, based on reports ob- & | Ss16/8] S13 ic! attempts to have his ASCAp vn 
tained from leading stores om Sig lelP lols lial ele leis sification boosted. Now a “Raw 
11 cities and showing com- >| Fiylieie| sislalais!s.| T a , a BB 
. : } wi oS is anin:islidOole|s& oO writer, Loeb has been arguing wit} 
ceaptive soe a ee ele iis ieiel giz | = r |S | @ | the Society's classification commit. 
a8. las ween, @ | & 5 | = |i | 2 | & | fi 8i{s' 5 | A | tee and appeals board for som 
2\ 3 Q gjuloj)e¢ seiYiGl/ El - time. < 
e Ais alal 1 | Lit) | Loeb points out that last y 
ae | W ie x | p S out that last year h 
National Week Ending || = | t 5 | y (2) <) 2 | $ 2 u| P works drew 38,000-odd perform, 
Rating #/ 1] e 7 | @ = |;o/;/si8& | | oO ances as against other writers with 
APRIL 30 Ro |ele lelZzigis e & S| « r higher classifications who had few. 
ae i$it¢isiSis. i&ie%itieis N er performances. He particularly 
This Last . 2/8/isia > ig {& eifis; 1 dwelled on the evaluation of Gene 
wk. wk. Artist, Label, Title ZI Olm | MIND! m 'O|KIDIAD Ss Buck's works. Buck was last year 
a a see eae. a ree elevated to “AA” rating, a mov 
by — a Cvaeeee? 4 ott that many outstanding writers did 
1 7 “Riders in the Sky”... 2 wee CS 9 4 .. & not like, and Loeb felt that if 
RUSS MORGAN (Decca) Buck deserved the highest classi. 
2 1 “Forever and Ever”..... 5 7 4 sf 1 3 533 fication it is possible to achieve 
RUSS MORGAN (Decca) on the basis of 2,000-odd perform, 
3 2 “Cruising Down River”............... 7 8 1 1 1 37 ances during 1948, then he was 
MEL TORME (Capitol) entitled to a raise. 
4 ot NT octane Gk Ca ween ic ate w s 6 6 ee ie 2 8 6 4 29 _ Board took his case under con- 
PERRY COMO (Victor) sideration. 
5 4 “‘*4°Yoem're Adorable”... .... .svevcves as 2 4 6 S 27 _—— 
RUSS MORGAN (Decca) ‘ 
BS i232 “Sunflower” ee) Sere ee 3 2 2 26 Frank White Partyed 
RAY BOLGER (Decca) Frank White was given a lune 
‘ : . mT) 9° c x unc h- 
7 3 “Once Se ee 1 5 4 Bs Tl ish: perl th the. Meidenport ace 
5 vg yd oo _ 9 . 3 17 quarters of Columbia Records Fyi- 
8 5 So in ~ lil Sree eee eee eee eee ee i day (29), his last day with the disk 
RUSS MORGAN (Decca) 3 16 firm prior to moving over to the 
PSL a RES SE EET ° s > Mutual network Monday (2) as its 
PERRY COMO (Victor) new president. He was gifted 
9B 8 “Forever and Ever”...................-:- 4 2 16 with a desk set by former asso- 
JO STAFFORD-G. MacRAE (Capitol) ciates. 
10A 6 “‘A’—You’re Adorable”............... 4 8 7 14 —— ———= 
VAUGHN MONROE (Victor) 
10B 12 “Red Roses for a Blue Lady”......... Seta 4 9 7 14 All Time Pops 
PERRY COMO (Victor) 
11A 13 “Some Enchanted Evening”........... 6 3 13 CARMEN LOMBARDO’S 
~ GORDON JENKINS (Decca) 
11B “I Don’t See Me”..... Seve eae ay, 4 6. 3 13 
SAMMY KAYE (Victor) SNUGGLE ON 
12A 13 “Careless Hands”..........-..-.-..-- 8 5 10 9 12 
VIC DAMONE (Mercury) 
. J Be PE 8 2 12 
BLUE BARRON (M-G-M) 
13A 9 “Cruising Down River”.............-- -- 8 3 os Al i 
PEGGY LEE (Capitol) 
13B | eee 4 7 11 FEIST 
BILL LAWRENCE (Victor) oe 
14A “Dreamer With a Penny”..........-. -- 10 5 3 to 
LAWRENCE WELK (Decca) 
14B “Love Me, Love Me, Love ghee ee ee 1 10 
DINAH SHGRE (Columbia) 
15A 14 “True in My Fashion”..... Pe we ae 2 9 
ric, TONY PASTOR (Columbia) 
15B - ‘A’—You're Adorable” pa lets. a a8 tee 2 9 
PERRY COMO (Victor), : 
15C “Blue Room”...............-----+++++ 2 9 
FRANKIE YANKOVIC (Columbia) 
15D 10 “Blue Skirt Waltz”.............-..--.-- oe / ks ‘ 6 6s se. | ye” 
| 1 2 8 4 5 
FIV E TOP KISS ME, KATE TO MOTHER WORDS AND CONNECTICUT MANHATTAN 
MUSIC YANKEE TOWERS 
Eddy Arnold 
A L B U M 4 Broadway Cost Varied Artists Bing Crosby Gordon Jenkins 
Columbia Victor M-G-M Decca Decca | MILLS MUSIC 
| 
Disk Best Sellers by Companies | = 
(Based on Points Earned) DISC JOCKEYS 
No. of No. of 
Label Records Points Label Records Points THE EVER FAVORITE 
Decca eoeee ee eee eee eeeee ¥ | 178 ; Columbia eee ee ee ee @eoeree 3 27 
Victor ....... bartheocakeenes x 156 | DT <tiebbetvicesesegeseck i 12 
SE 2s 0 s6 be cles a 08 24 O)E« 4 71 | EE, ee 1 ll 
i 


LIKE YOU 


Music by... 
JIMMY McHUGH 


SHAPIRO, BERNSTEIN 




















Yi 


| % 
concert hall, minimized the threat | “2 


— —- — ——————— 

















A BEKUTIFUL SONG for MOTHER'S DAY 


and Every Days 
IN MOTHER’S ARMS 
} By L. STEWART BARE 


at Your Twecal Dealer, or from 


CARL FISCHER, INC. 
New York City—dobber 
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Philly Vice Squad Sparks Drive 
Vs. Outlaw Clubs; Bags 379 in Raid 


Peliedeen, vay . + 
ie Social club, one o Cl any: 
jateat private clubs here, was| Nitery Dancer Beats 


‘ded early Sunday morning (1) ‘ “W) 
Se quer Control Board agents Lewd Rap on Appeal 
St. Louis, May 3. 


and vice squad detectives. 
The raid was the first made since | ni en Ph nage D. Hunsaker, 
the combined drive against ille-| ined $50 by who recently was | 
lly operated “one-man” clubs | q 90 by police court Judge | 
gay weakeasies began March 20. | (Cor8e Grellner for performing an 
vd 7a ‘netted 379 persons, of indecent dance in Club Boulevard, 
Th { « ‘ s, 


| last week won an acquittz , 
peal : ; juittal when, 
whom 131 were women, and all foy the second time she strutted 


were hauled to City Hall in @ her gtuft before criminal court 
flock of paddywagons. Judge W. FitzGibbon and a crowd- 
Club is a heavy purchaser of tal- | ed courtroom. 
ent and its weekend shows with The dancer who testified that 
name acts top generally out-| she describes herself as “the girl 
rank in cost and quality the at-| who brings out the wolf in the 
tractions at most of the city’s legit-| man” won the judge’s verdict that 
imate nightclubs. her dance was not lewd or inde- | 
The raid was made with the aid , cent. In discharging Mrs. Hun- | 
of vice agents planted among the saker, Judge FitzGibbon opined, | 
guests. At 2 a.m. Sunday the whis- You can see Just as much, if not | 
fle blew (Saturday closing at the more, at any night club or bur- 
licensed spots is midnight) and| lesque theatre in St. Louis. 
the wild scramble for the exits | 
roke up when cops manned them. | ¢ 
wae ony were Ng gee | RUDY VALLEE DOIN 
t City Hall and 31 were held on | 
pried of disorderly conduct and | COAST ONE-NITERS 
12 other men and a woman were | Hollywood, May 3. 


held as operators of the club. | For the first time since he 


'crooned through a megaphone and 
led band on dance-date circuit 


Chi Managers Assn. Seek back east years ago, Rudy Vallee 
Clarity of AGVA Pact is being booked around the state 


Ate ; for ballroom one-nighters. He’s 
Chicago, May 3. getting $1,500, each date, paying 
Entertainment Managers Assn. | accompanist Walter Gross. 
brass will huddle with the na-| Dick Pierce band is booked sep- 
tional board of American Guild of | arately for Vallee’s twice-nightly 
Variety Artists here prior to annual | appearances. He starts May 13 at 
AGVA convention (June 6) in an Mission Beach, San Diego, the next 
effort to clarify Rule B in current | night at Balboa Beach. 
agents’ agreement with union. Un- 
less matter can be threshed out at | B’klyn Vauder Shutters 
this confab, it will be placed before | Brooklyn, N. Y., for the first 
time in many years, has a surfeit 


the convention. 
head of EMA, | of vauders in the downtown section 








| 











Jack Russell, 
planned to go to New York on the | with result that the Majestic the- 
matter, but has since called off | atre closed for the season, Satur- 
ivip. | day (21). 

Agents feel AGVA, upon occa-| The Melba. Loew house, which 


of the pact 


Merchant Slaps 7G Suit On 
Sally Rand, Due on Fans 


St. Louis, May 3. 

Sally Rand became involved in a 
suit last week over her fans, used 
in her dances, when a suit for $7,- 
000 was filed in Circuit Court by 
H. I, Harmon, a Los Angeles busi- 
ness man. His petition charges 
that Miss Rand owes him $1,000 on 
each of five promissory notes and 
$2,000 on a sixth. 

Richard Zeisler, manager of the 
Grand theatre, at which dancer 
made .a p.a. said the suit was for 
fans which she had purchased from 
Harmon and found they were not 
useable in her act. 


Steel Pier, A.C. 
Angling Sinatra 
For Summer Date 


Possibility of pacting Frank 
Sinatra for the Steel Pier, Atlantic 
City, during the summer is hold- 
ing up booking of season’s head- 
liners there. Otherwise booker Al 
Rickard has all bands and some top 
names set. 

House opens for the three-day 
Decoration Day weekend, May 28 
with Harry James orch, Wally 
Brown and Georgia Gibbs. Penny 





Edwards and Buddy Williams are | 


set for June 6 show. Pier goes 
full-week with “Stop the Music” 
and Skitch Henderson band June 
12. Yvette and Charlie Barnet fol- 
low, June 19; Ray McKinley, June 
26 with possibility of Sinatra also 
on-this bill; Frances Langford and 
Jon Hall with Frankie Masters 
iband, July 3; Henny Youngman, 
Betty Reilly, Larry Clinton orch, 
July 10; Lanny Ross and Tex 
Beneke, July 17; Jerry Colonna 
and Sammy Kaye orch, July 24; 
Three Suns, Louis Prima, July 31; 
| ard, Aug. 7; Andrews Sisters and 
;Gene Krupa, Aug. 


Vaughn Monroe and Joe E. How- 


AGVA Strike Threat Looms Again 
After N.Y. Roxy Drops 10 Choristers 


For the second time in recent|10 more were given dismissal no- 
weeks the Roxy theatre, N. Y.,| tices effective May 5. AGVA 
‘faces a performers’ strike. Dis- | spokesmen agree union has no 
'missal of 10 chorus members last | power to dictate how many per- 
| week coupled with 11 previous dis- formers should be employed in the 
‘missals have put the choristers in| chorus, but dismissals coming 
a striking mood. shortly after new pay hikes were 
| Meeting of the Roxy chorus was | granted looks suspicious. More so, 
held Monday (2) at which a strike | since those singled out for dismis- 
vote was taken. Action may re-/| sal had spearheaded union drive 
sult so that American Guild of Va- | for pay rises. 
riety Artists negotiators will have | Sunrise Confab 
|a weapon to back them when union Controversy took a humorous 
arbitrates the dismissals. ; _. |turn last week when Dewey Barto, 
_If the performers strike, 1€S | aGvya’s national executive secre- 
likely that the house will have to tary, called a 6 a.m. meeting with 
,drop stageshows during the walk- Roxy execs. At the sunrise con- 
out’s duration, and union will seek fab, Barto was to have demanded 
cooperation from the American |, 90-day freeze in current number 
| Federation of Musicians and the| o¢ choristers at the house. In- 
International Alliance of Theatri- stead, he asked that those handed 
cal Stage Employees. ; pink slips receive four weeks’ no- 
A strike threat was made a few tice, and then left the meeting, 
| weeks ago, but called off when the jeaying further negotiations to 
| Roxy management agreed to neg0- | other AGVA delegates. Jimmy 
,tiate a new wage scale for the Lyons, Eastern Regional Director, 
chorus. Increascs were granted, | has asked to be included in future 
but shortly after the new scale | negotiations with the theatre, in- 
went into effect, several of the | asmuch as he had not sat in on 
chorus were dismissed, Last week | the former negotiations. 
SELES APART It ‘ ' The Roxy, it’s known, contem- 
{plates change in current policy. 


WEISSMULLER TO STAR | pi's3,change, in, qurvent pots, 
IN BRITISH WATER SHOW E22 i zn Sune 95 








weekly. The hiring of the terping 
| fiddlers, AGVA claims, is incon- 
sistent with management’s stance 
that the letouts are not reprisals 
against the talent union, but an 


Hollywood, May 3. 

Johnny Weissmuller heads over- 
| seas shortly for a stellar stint in 
| Britain’s Blackpool Water Show at 
a flat $40,000 for eight weeks work. : : z 
Show opens June 14 at Blackpool, economy mere 

resort outside London. Deal was Balaban Explains Letouts 

set by swimmer’s manager, Bo! _A. J. Balaban, Roxy topper, de- 
|Roos. and the William Morris "ed dismissals were retaliatory. He 
office. pointed out that the Roxy is the 
| Weissmuller will top a troupe of | only house on Broadway ‘ey ® 
40 swimmers, including 10 from | f! iy gies 3 department. h b 
|the U. S. Comedy swimmer Dutch expense Of putting on an ice show, 


waeias” @ 3 a large mixed chorus and a choral 
Smith is the only other U. S. name : - liner 
| signed thus far. Acts will be paid See, ee ee eee ee 


. was more outlay than the house 
ee cee $5,000 Weiss: | can stand at the present time. He 
»~* 


P , ‘also said the choral group was 
| After the show winds, swimmer | jnitially tried out on a three month 


: , 14; Carman | and his wife, Allene, will stage a/| basis and run had been extended. 
sion, has deviated from structure | went into a three day policy sev-| Cavallaro and Myron Cohen, Aug. | series of golfing exhibitions in Eng- | 


Balaban added, “I’m the last per- 


and want section | eral weeks ago, will continue and 21; Tommy Dorsey and Marion) land and Scotland before returning | son who would want to retaliate 


clarified officially by the Guild _also the Orpheum (RKO) with aj} Hutton, Aug. 21 and Tony Pastor, | Aug. 18 to start third “Jungle Jim” | against $60 and $70 per week per- 


toppers. ‘similar policy. 


Sept. 5. 


‘pic for Columbia. ‘ formers.” 
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nYMAN ZAHL*, FRANK POPE 


OF ENGLAND NOW IN NEW YORK, 


WILL VIEW ACTS FOR ENGAGEMENTS IN ENGLAND 


PLEASE ADVISE WHERE CAN BE SEEN DURING THE ENSUING FOUR WEEKS 
All Communications: IVAN MOGULL 


| ZAHL AGENCY, Inc., 1619 Broadway, Suite 509, New York 19 


x*wkk k 


FRANK POPE, 35 PANTON ST., HAYMARKET, LONDON, S. W. 1 


Telegrams: Natvary, Lesquare, London 


Director and Exclusive Agent 


F. J. B. THEATRES, LTD. 


England's Largest Independent Circuit 


: 2 &.9 


HYMAN ZAHL, 45 CHANDOS ST., CHARING CROSS, LONDON, W.C.2 


Telegrams: Starevue, Lesquare, London 
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‘Skating Vanities’ to Start European 
Tour With French, British Booking 


roller skat-+ Tahoe, 


“Skating Vanities,” { 
ing revue, starts its first Conti- 
nental tour May 12 when the unit 
opens at the Palais des Sports, 
Paris. Winding up a 40-week 
swing through the U. S. in Cincin- 
nati Sunday (1), most of show’s 
personnel sails from New York to- 
day (Wed.) on the S. S. Washing- 
ton. Others are due to leave to- 
morrow (Thurs.) on the Queen 
Mary 

While dollars are still difficult 
to extract from most European 
countries, ‘“Vanities’” producer 
Harold Steinman reportedly has 
been able to make “satisfactory ar- 
rangements” of the remittance 
problem Numbering more than 
100, the revue’s cast is topped by 
Gloria Nord, the Fratellini family 





Lena Horne, songstress, at com- 
| pletion of her current date at the 
|Fairmont hotel, San _ Francisco, 
May 8, will go into the Blackstone, 
Chicago, May 14, and will follow 
| with the Mounds, Cleveland, June 
| 14; State Line Country Club, Lake 





Cal., July 11, and the 
| Flamingo hotel, July 28. 


Barbaro’s Stake in Cafe Miss Horne is expected to follow 


| Being Probed in Suit | with an eastern swing and it’s 


likely she’ll play the Copacabana, 


Detroit, May 3. 
whey 4 N. Y., in the fall. 


The Bowery, local nitery, has | 
'been ordered by Federal Judge | 


Arthur F. Lederle to file a writ of Coast AGVA Hikes Scale 
For Nitery Performers 


may owe Frank Barbaro, the club’s 
former owner. 

Court issued the order Wednes- | Los Angeles, May 3. 
day (27), after he had set aside a Minimum salaries for nitery per- 
deficiency judgment of $30,686 formers in this area are being re- 
obtained against the club in March | vised upward as contracts with in- 
by Ralph H. Stoughton, of Las dividual clubs come up for renew- 
Vegas. Latter charged Barbaro|.) American Guild of Varietv 
owed him the money as the result Artists Coast chief Eddie Rio dis- 
of an unsuccessful Las Vegas hotel | gigceg ' . 
venture they had entered together. First spot to feel the hike is the 








Lena Horne’s Nitery Tour | 


of clowns, Eileen McDonnell, Peg- 


” Wer a 13-day stand in Paris, Dallas Hotelmen Join AGVA| 


“Vanities” play eight days at the | “ i 
Hallen Stadion, Zurich, then open | Ca 71 
a six-week date at Wembley Sta- In mpaign VS. 0 ax 
dium, London, June 6. Dallas, May 3. 
— | A meeting to discuss plans for 
Ds Sal aiding the American Guild of Va- 
“The Only Show of Its Kind” | riety Artists’ national campaign for 
the reduction of the Federal 20% 
nitery tax, was held Thursday (28) 
at the Adolphus hotel. 

Loval AGVA rep, Vincent Lee, 
and national board member Billy 
Grant, spoke on the effects of the 
tax. 

In addition to Lee and Grant, 
those attending included Fenton 
Baker, Baker hotel; Randall Davis, 
Hotel Adolphus; Scott Hardy, sec- 

















| The $1,000,000 Spectacle | 





Company of 140 — 7th Edition 





Now filling engagements in 
London, Paris, and Zurich, 
Switzerland. 

The Sth Edition with a completely 


new show will start American 
tour Ist week in September. 


HAROLD STEINMAN 


Owner and Producer 
Suite 608 1775 Broadway 
New York, N. Y. 


Henry Duvall, Texas hotel, Fort 
Worth: Sam Landrum, Jefferson 
Amus. Co.; Mike Rice, Robb & 
Rowley Circuit; James O. Cherry, 
Interstate Theatres; W. J. Harris, 
prez of the Musicians Union; W. D. 
Satterwhite, Rocket Club, Fort 
Worth: Abe Weinstein, Colony 
Club; Jack Ruby, 
Sherry Lynn, AGVA board mem- 
ber, and Carl Dolsen, of Pappy’s 
Showland. 

Hardy pointed out that time is 
'the important thing. and urged 
| haste in getting public attention 

8 for the project. He suggested 

Paul & Paulette Trio members of the group get personal 
- = letters to the 

| lators who will vote on the bill. 
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Hi, Lo, Jack and the Dame set 


| Lou COHAN, 203 W. WABASH, CHICAGO | lh aint House, Covington, Ky., 
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retary of the Texas Hotel Assn.; | 


Biltmore hotel. 


AGVA deal ex- 
pired last week and in negotiating 


a new one, Biltmore Bowl director 


| Joe Faber had to agree to a 33% 


} 


| 
| 


Silver Spur; | 


hike in the Bowl and a 50% tilt 
in the 
scale is $125 weekly, to the in- 
dividual performer regardless of 


Rendezvous Room. New 


how many people constitute an act, | 
in the Bowl, and $112.30 in the | 
Rendezvous Room. 

Similar rises will be negotiated | 
with Earl Carroli’s, Cocoanut | 
Grove, Slapsy Maxie’s, Mocambo, | 
Ciro's, etc., as their old pacts come 
up for renewal. 


| 


Saranac Lake | 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac, N. Y., May 3. | 

“We The Patients” wish to thank 
Jerry Sager and former Rogerites 
for their annual gift of engraved 
stationery to the gang. 

Sam (RKO) Lefko entrained for 
Philadelphia last week accom-| 
panied by a Will Rogers nurse for! 
observation at the Rush hospital in | 
that city. 

Sally Marshall, daughter of the 





' late Jimmy Marshall, stopped off to 


Washington legis-_ 








| tered to conduct a theatrical book- 


| value. 
nue, is filing attorney. 


hello the Rogers gang while on way 
to settle things at the Marshall 
estate at Gabriel, N. Y. 

Forrest (Slim) Glenn, now em- 
ployed with the Rogers personnel 
staff, going to the Study and Craft 
Guild and taking up Radio and 
Television courses. Soon off to 
N. Y. on 10-day furlough. 

_Larry O’Reilly, cameraman and 
director of “This Is America” 
series. in to visit his sister, Helen 
O’Reilly, ex-NVAite. who new 
operates a business in the down- 
town colony. 

Louise (RKO) Harris has been’ 
appointed mail carrier for the. 
Rogers, with added exercise and. 
all privileges. | 

June Thompson, secretary at, 
Warner Bros. Cleveland exchange, | 
planed in to bedside Mary Lou | 
Weaver, who's progressing nicely 
after mastering three stages of the | 
Thoracoplasty operation. 

Thanks to Benito Collada andj; 
Rosita Rios for salutations and | 
greetings to the gang. | 

Birthday greetings are in order | 
to Ruth Wood of the Neighbor- | 
hood Theatres, Richmond, Va. She) 
is progressing nicely, but still an! 
infirmary patient. 


Robert Pasquale, of Warner! 


| Bros. Philadelphia exchange, has! 


suffered a relapse and checked in| 
for observation. 

Louise Noll, secretary to Medical | 
superintendent Dr. George E. Wil- 
son, to N. Y. for a week of ogling | 
Broadway shows. | 

The Sunmount Players, under | 
the direction of Frank Morrison, | 
gave a presentation of “The Gay | 
Nineties” and a one-act melo- 
drama, “The Lost Gold Mine,” at} 
the local Townhall, as a benefit for | 
the Cancer Fund. 


Write to those who are ill. 





Bert Bart, Inc., has been char- 


ing agency in New York, with a! 
capital stock of 100 shares, no par 
Jack Pearl, 565 Fifth ave- 














Midwest Dates 











Chicago, May 3._ 
David P. O’Malley returns to his 


agency after long absence in Flori- 


(da... Harry Kalcheim, of William 
| Morris agency, in town for tele 
' conferences with clients ... Vilma 
| Sherry and Mickey Sharp replac- 
|ing Ada Lynne and Ruth Day in 
' Vine Gardens show. Miss Day 
goes on 30-week Camp Show tour 
|. . , Dell O’Dell, magician, set for 
| Pastime Club, Des Moines, June 


0. 
Hal Cowen has taken over man- | 


|agement of Stradford hotel, Mil- 
waukee ... Margie Vail pacted for 
Crown, May 5... Peter Lind 
Hayes and Mary Healy inked for 
| Mounds Club, Cleveland, May 16; 


Detroit Athletic, May 30, and 
Balinese Room, Galveston, Tex., 
June 6... Day, Dawn & Dusk into 


Interlude, Kansas City, May 6... 
Tyrell and Winslow set for Henry 
Grady hotel, Atlanta, June 2... 
Flame Club, Duluth, has signed 
Marie Neglia for May 13, followed 
by Pat Patrick, May 27... Du-! 
Quion State Fair, [ll., has booked 
its most expensive show for Aug. 
29 with Beatrice Kay, Acro- 
maniacs, Duke Dorrell, Clifford 
Guest, Low. Hite & Stanley, al- 
ready set. 


| 
| 


Club Carnival, Mpls, = 
Sets Name Policy 


Minneapolis, May 38. 

Club Carnival here is going in 
for big name _ policy in conse- 
quence of the recent successful 
Martha Raye engagement. It has 
Mel Torme and Jean Carroll cur- 
rently, with Jerry Colonna and 
Borrah Minevitch’s ‘Harmonica 
Rascals” to follow. Other bookings 
include the Ink Spots, Cab Callo- 
way, Harry Richman and Sophie 
Tucker. | 

Nitery will set a new local high | 
for talent expenditure during en- 
suing year. 


Soph’s Boff Balto Date | 
Biltmore, May 3. 

Sophie Tucker wound up the big- 
gest two weeks in moons for the 
Club Charles here last night (Mon.) 
with Mayor Thomas DeAlesandro 
heading a list of celebs in a “fare- 
well” party 

Crowded in extra shows on both 
weekends with the ropes up 
nightly 

Miss Tucker is set for a lengthy 
western tour. She starts at El | 
Rancho, Las Vegas, Oct. 12, fol- | 


lows with Ciro’s, Hollywood, Oct. | 











28, and then to the Bal Tam | 


San Francisco, Nov. 22. 





Zahl on US. Talent 0.0: 
Books Client Evans 
For Palace, ‘Toast’ TY 


Hyman Zahl, who heads his own 


| agency in London, arrived in N, y 
Tast week for a talent looksee. Ac. 


} 
| 
| 
} 
| 
| 


companying him on the Queen 
Elizabeth was Frank Pope (and 
Mrs. Pope), chief booker of the 
Butterworth circuit in Britain, and 
Norman Evans, British comedian 
whom the Zahl agency represents’ 

Evans made his American bow 
Sunday night (1) on the Ed Sullji- 
van tele show, “Toast of the Town.” 
and was pacted for a second shot 
next Sunday (8). Comedian has 
also been set, via the William Mor. 
ris agency, for the opening bill at 
the Palace, N. Y., May 19. 

After Evans’ Sunday (8) telecast 
Zahl, Pope and Evans will entrain 
for the Coast. Although figured 
as a vacation, Zahl expects to line 
up a couple of theatre dates and a 
few radio, tele shots for his client. 

Meanwhile, before leaving for 
home, he will set up a N. Y. braneh 
of his London agency, with Ivan 
Mogull at the helm. 





Leni Lynn set for Bismarck hotel, 
Chicago, July 6. 

















HELENE and HOWARD 


Currently 
EL RANCHO 
Las Vegas, Nev. 




















Currently: 


CHICAGO, Chicago 


Mot.: Mark J. Leddy - Leen Newman 
48 W. 48th Street, New York 
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World Famous Photographers 
to ARTISTS of STAGE..,SCREEN...RADIO 


REPRINTS 
We are now equipped to make quantity 


original reprints at reproduction rates. 
CARNEGIE HALL STUDIO :154 W.57th ST. N.Y.C. 
Phone Circle 7-3505 


BOSTON STUDIO: Hotel Lenox: Kenmore 5 300 














WIZARDS OF TELEPATHY 





NEW SENSATIONAL MENTAL MAGIC 
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COMEDY MATERIAL 
For All Branches of Theatricals 


FUN-MASTER 
‘The ORIGINAL Show-Biz Gag File” 
NOS. 1 to 30 @ $1.00 Ea. 
(Order in Sequence Only) 
—Special: First 13 Files for $10.00 

All 30 Files for £25.00 


@ 3 Bks. PARODIES $10 Per Bk. @ 
@ MINSTREL BUDGET 





.. $25.00 @ 
@ HUMOR-DOR for Emeees.. 25.00 @ 
@ 3 Blackout Books $25 ea. @ 







er all 3 Diff. Vols. for $50 
Send tor FREE into. on other material. 
Ne C.0.D's—Open Daily .tnct. Sundays 


PAULA SMITH 


200 W. 54th St., Dept. V, N. Y. 1 
CIRCLE 7-1130 
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RONALD 





Television’s New Singing Discovery 


Will Appear on 


Barry Wood’s “Manhattan Showcase” 
This Tuesday (May 10th), CBS-TV, 7:45-8:00 
Vaudeville — Cafes — Radio 
Mgt.: PHIL OFFIN, 48 W. 48th St., New York 
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Thar’s Gold in Them Tills as Coast 
Exhibs Tee Return to Vaude Bills 


, citing, boxoffice upturn since turn- 


By MIKE KAPLAN 
| 


Hollywood, May 3. | 
Vaude resurgence in the east, | 


ing to “real actors.” | 
The five weeks now embedded in 
the records are in houses operating 


as typified by the return of flesh on a definite week-to-week policy. 


he nostalgia-hallowed boards of 
od Palace, has a counterpart in the 
wide-open spaces where the citi- | 
zenry is being lured away from the 


Still more time is available spas- 
modically as deluxers in the area 
book in a “name” to headline on a 
one-shot deal, with lesser-fry tal- 


| Clinton, N.Y., Drops Vaude, 
| Too Confusing for Locals 


| Switch from Yiddish to Ameri- 
can vaude at the Clinton theatre, 
'on New York’s lower east side, 
hasn’t worked out and _ house 
dropped its flesh policy Saturday 
(1). Too many residents of the 
area came into the house expecting 
to see the former type shows, and 
didn’t dig the proceedings. 

House played five acts on split- 
week policy, booked by the Al & 
Belle Dow agency. 


| 





spectacle of Indian raids in the an- 
cient film used on television (and 
away from Pyramid Clubs) by mod- | 
est live-talent layouts in a growing 
number of houses. At the moment, 
five weeks of playing time is avail- 
able in seven theatres stretching 
from Long Beach, Cal., _to Van- 
couver, B.C.—and more is in the 
offing. 

Sparking the vaude rebirth in 
these parts is the growing exhibi- 


ent getting a chance to work in 
supporting niches. 

Four of the seven houses cur- 
rently employing flesh in this area 
are on a full-week basis; the Palo- 
mar, Seattle; the Hastings-Odeon, 
Vancouver, the Million Dollar lo- 
cally and the Tivoli in San Fran- 
cisco. A fifth may be added shortly, 
for MD operator Sherill Corwin 
is seriously probing the possibility 
of embarking on a vaud film pol- 
tor realization that flesh-and-blood | icy at the Forum, nabe house he 
might be better than celluloid as a recently acquired from Warner 
bait with which to lure prospective | Circuit operations. Forum is with- 
stub buyers from the fireside to the | in easy walking distance of seven 
frontrow. Virtually all use second-| high schools and Corwin feels a 
run film product and have noted a | definite pitch could be made to the 


ning, if not necessarily ex-| juve trade. As an experiment, he 
heartening has already signed for the broad- 








of a sponsored local program 
beamed at adolescents. Lure of the 
}on-stage airshow may determine 
whether Forum joins the ranks of 
|regular vaudfilmers in the west. 
Each of the four full-weekers 
generally employs a layout of five 
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"GENUINE Me | 
\' 6ossy PHOTOS 
Made from your negative or photo." 
Unsurpassed in quality at any price 


NO NEGATIVE CHARGE—NO EXTRAS 





24-HOUR SERVICE ON REQUEST acts, talent budget ranging  be- 
$x10's: $7.99 per 100; $55 per 1000 tween $1,500 and $3,000. Million 
Fan Mail Photos (5°x7") $36 per 1000 - Postcards $23 per 1000 Dollar, for example, prefers a 


Mounted Enlargements (30x40): $3.85 

(No Negative Charge on 2 or more) j 

Made by J. J. Kriegsmann, The Man Whose 
Photographs Grace Billboard's Covers 


package layout, generally booking 
an ork at a flat figure with baton- 
eer supplying and paying the sur- 
rounding talent. 

Two of the split-week houses, the 
Tracy and the Strand, are in Long 
Beach. Former, an indie operation, 
launched its vaudfilm policy with 
Joe Venuti orch and three acts, 
| Venuti using the two-day date as a 
| break-in for his stand at the Mil- 

lion Dollar. Strand, one of the 
| spokes in the Vennicoff wheel, is 
using five acts on a three-day basis 
and spending between $750 and 
| $800 for each layout. Third split- 
weeker is the White, in Fresno, 
where two days work is available. 

Among the spasmodic vaude 
houses are the Golden Gate, in 
Frisco, and the Lyric in Salt Lake 
City. Names are preferred, where 
available. 

While the renaissance hasn’t yet 
reached sufficient proportions to 
warrant another Gold Rush on the 
part of eastern talent, it is enough 
| to encourage optimism among local 
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“Cardini, Easily the Best of 
the Sleight-of-Handers." 
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cast, on two successive Saturdays, | 


Troupers Net 66 
- Via Cafe Benefit 


Financial sucess of the first 
benefit by The Troupers, femme 
| theatrical organization, at the La- 
| tin Quarter, N. Y., Sunday (1) indi- 
| cates the money-making potentiali- 
|ties in niteries for other organiza- 





Grade Eyes H'wood Names to Bridge 
Gap of London Palladium Dropouts 


Hollywood, May 3. 

With the London Palladium 
summer schedule badly mangle 
through cancellations by many 
stars, Lew Grade, London vaude 


, takes string of dates, he can pay 
| Grade commission, ignoring U. S. 
|} handler. Last year MCA’s offer of 
| $400,000 for half interest in Lew & 
| Leslie Grade Ltd. was nixed. 


agent who specializes in spotting Agency last year raked in gross 


U. S. names for British dates, ar- 


|rives tonight to line up replace- 


; 


| tions. It’s the first time a group | 


| has taken over a N. Y. nitery in 
|entirety for such a purpose and 
|results indicate it’s as potent a 
fund-raiser as theatre parties, etc. 
It’s estimated that The Troupers, 
composed of femme showbiz en- 
tities and wives of show biz sate- 
lites, netted $6,000 from the affair. 
House was bought out on a per- 
dinner basis, and tickets were sold 
at $12.50. Attendance was around 
700. 
The clubmakers, of course, took 
plenty of bows on the success of 
the shindig, but whether they 
could have fared as well on ticket 
sales or gotten the prime talent 
,; turnout without aid of their hub- 
bies most of whom are bookers or 
_agents, is somewhat problematical. 
| One thing that did happen was 
| probably one of the largest collec- 
| tions of talent that ever came over 


| to a benefit. There were enough top | ing the provinces, goes into the 
‘acts for a Madison Sq. Garden| Palladium June 6 for two weeks | 
‘event. Those who appeared were | at $5,000 per session. 


Milton Berle, Martin & Lewis, 
Danny Thomas, Jcey Adams, Ted 


Lewis, Harvey Stone, Phil Silvers, | cellations opened the way for the 
Youngman, | Palladium date. 


| Molly Picon, Henny 


Jan Murray, Ella Fitzgerald, Maxie 


| Rosenbloom, Jackie Gleason, Eddy | 


| Marshall, Lenny Kent, and others. | booking agency bout. 
In ad- 


Show lasted until 3:45 a.m. 

dition to the gratis talent there 

/also the regular L.Q. show. 
Everybody presumably profited 


by the affair. Lou Walters, nitery 


op, got the liquor sales coin, in 


| addition to stipulated sum for din- | 


|ners. 


The $6,000 profit for The: 


Troupers without aid of promoters 


omnes iN PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


CLINTON HOTEL 177" 


209 OUTSIDE ROOMS 


performers most of whom are be- | and boiler-rooms, may spark a new 


| peating itself and that 1949—like | ventures. 
| 1849 — means new fortunes for | 











ginning to feel that history is re-| trend for others on fund-raising | 


many. | : 1 
from #2 sede AGVA, Equity Win Delay 
noustaterine tatihts Jay Waters join tne Buster’ In Pfeiffer’s Unfair’ Suit 


Scautiful Ain Conditioned Cocktad La 
MMEEWALKING DISTANCE OF ALL THEATAESEEED 


, Crabbe show in Pittsburgh — this 
' week. 

















Just Concluded 12 Successful Weeks on 
. WEST COAST .. 


Thanks to HENRY GINE, M.C.A. 


* 


Also 3 Weeks “Toast of the Town” 
Television 


Thanks to ED SULLIVAN 















Currently 


NIXON CAFE 
LATIN QUARTER 


v, Pittsburgh 
Boston, rey 8th TA 


BELLEVUE CASINO 


Montreal, Can., June 2nd 
CHARLES TUCKER 


PARK PLAZA HOTEL 


St. Louis, June 17th 
london, S$. W. 1. 


Opening 
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Thanks to MILES INGALLS 
Hotel Astor, New York 





Personal Manager 
Concert, Television, Theatre 


MORRIS S. SILVER 
203 Ne. Wabesh Bldg. Chicago 

















| Chicago, May 3. 
| Court action was deferred in 
$350,000 damage suit filed by Jules 


claiming conspiracy with American 
Guild of Variety Artists to prevent 


tro. AGVA has already filed a 
. denial of charges. 


of the Taft-Hartley Act, 
unions ganged up to. prevent 


Equity’s unfair list for stranding 
cast of “Swing Mikado” in 1947. 
He also named Frank Dare, 
midwest Equity rep, and Jack Irv- 
ing, asst. national secretary of 
AGVA, as co-defendants in the 
suit. 





Chase hotel, St. Louis, June 3. 


him from obtaining talent for a Gay 
'90’s revue because of being on | 











Manny Opper 


that new comedian 


103rd Week 
Hollyweed Show Leunge 


Chicage 
Pers.. Mgt. IRV LEVIN 





' Pfeiffer, legit producer, when con- 
tinuance was granted to Equity un- | 
til May 9 to file answer to charges | 


him from opening a north side bis- ' 


Pfeifer claims that in violation | 
both | 


Joe E. Lewis opens at Town 
Casino, Buffalo, May 23 and into) 

















YOU MUST VISIT 
RAILWAY LOST PROPERTY 
when In LONDON for Bargains in 


Furs, Fur Coats, Luggage, Travel 
Goods:—96e, VIC- 








= eee 


and Sports 
FLSA SM Mabe 





ments. 


commissions of around $500,000. 
It has 420 acts exclusively tied up. 


| Whether Grade will open office 


Cancellations that provided the | here isn’t known but he'll work 
Palladium headache came from | 0Ut of Eddie Sherman’s office and 
Jack Benny, Phil Harris, Andrews | live in his home. When he returns, 
Sisters and Dinah Shore, all of | Sherman will accompany him to 
whom were there last year, and | London. Before sailing they'll 
Abbott & Costello and Frank Sin- | Stop in Toronto to view the Cana- 
atra. Andrews Sisters and Miss | “an situation, — 

Shore bowed out because of the}, Grade’s arrival comes when 
difficulty of getting coin out of the | MCA and William Morris ore & 8 
country. Sinatra cancelled when | tU8-Of-war in N. Y. on television. 
Metro reminded him that two of | Many film stars here with agency 
his pix will be first-running in Lon- affiliations do not have clauses in 
don during time he’s supposed to pacts allocating commissions in 
be there, and personal appearance | ¢Vent they work abroad. Grade 
might hurt film take. A & C, due |®Pparently has been thoroughly 
to open a two-weeker Aug. 15 at briefed in this respect. Whether 
$15,000 per, changed their minds | St@7s submit themselves or agents 
partly because they owe a date to | '@P them is immaterial to Grade. 
the Latin Quarter, N. Y. When | He wants to do the booking. 

they cancelled out of a date there 
last year at $12,500 per week, Lou 
Walters extracted a promise they 
would play the Quarter before es- 
saying a personal anywhere. Wal- 
ters then substituted Rudy Vallee, 
at $4,000 weekly. 

Many U. S. names still are mak- 
ing the overseas trek despite the 
flock of cancellations. Danny 
Kaye currently is at the Palladium 
for a six-week stand at $17,500 per 
frame—the top coin ever paid a 
U. S. single there... Dick Haymes 
has been set for four weeks, in- 
cluding a Palladium stay and | "hows, circuses, dance halle: | Com, 
Harpo Marx and Kenny Baker each |} SIGNAL FLAGS, made originally for 
will be in England for eight weeks, || ‘. S. Navy battleships, now Bn apne 
latter at $4,000 weekly. Allan ition 
Jones-Irene Hervey turn now tour- | 








Rose Murphy resumes at the 
Biue Angel, N. Y., May 10. 








BEAUTIFUL NEW NAVY 


SIGNAL FLACS/ 


Ideal for carnivals, amusement parks, 


in perfect condition. Size: 48” x 48”. 
Brilliant fast colors; fine long-wear- 
ing bunting. All different—no two 
flags alike! Each equipped with 
metal clasp for easy hanging. Use 
them indoors or out. Complete set of 


Baker, had been slated for purely | 26 FLAGS FOR $13.95! 


er . < |§ Order by mail today! Send cheek or 
provincial time but flood of can- | money order (add "92.00 for postage 


and handling) or order €.0.D. im- 


mediate delivery. Satisfaction guar- 
| anteed. 


HUGH CLAY PAULK Depr. F-8 
813 No. Kansas Ave., Topeka, Kans. 


Act, like | 


Cues Booking War 
Arrival may teeoff international | 
If a star! 


Elisa 























JAYNE 


‘The Latest in Dance Fashuons* 








Just Concluded 12 CONSECUTIVE WEEKS 


LATIN QUARTER 


NEW YORK 
(Thanks LOU WALTERS) 
Per. Mgt.: JACK KALCKEIM, 1775 Broadway, New York 
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Bill Miller’s Riviera | 
(FORT LEE, N. J.) 
Danny Thomas, Vic Damone, 
Betty Jane Smith, Judy Lyin, 
Geofirey Clay, Donn Arden Line 
(16), Walter Nye Orch (11), Lecu- 
ona Cuban Boys (11); $4 minimum. 





Riviera, the classiest summer 
spot in the New York area, over- 
hanging the Hudson from the New 
Jersey Palisades, began its season 
Wednesday (27) with a sock show. 
Built around the costly but com- 
petent comedy of Danny Thomas, 
and bolstered by the vocal charm 
of Vic Damone, Mercury Records’ 
gift to the bobbysoxers. and a 
squad of shapely lookers trained 
by Donn Arden and _ beautifully 
costumed, the show is worth the 
triy and the tap. 

Success of the layout depends 
almost entirely on Thomas, and he 
delivers, from gags to b.o. He’s 
drawing capacity dinner crowds 
and during the week, light second 
shows which spread out over 
the weekend into capacity, too. 
Artistically the guy’s got plenty. 
He started rather slowly when 
caught, probably due to the small 
house, but gathered speed as he 
moved through his standard Tole- 
do. Italian and automobile jack 
routines. These are all crack bits 
which leave an audience that has 
anv sort of a funnybone limp with 
laughter. Particularly the jack se- 
quence, done in dialect. It’s a howl 
all the way. 

Damone’s booking seems unusual 
in view of the smart trade the 

tiviera draws. His lure is mainly 
for record-buyers, but the Riviera’s 
op. Bill Miller, bought him for just 
that; the spot gets some play from 
the college set. However, none 
were at preem. He didn't have an 
audience, yet he went over solidly. 
Damones’ a nice-looking youngster 
who works with a lot of pyise. His 
voice is well-controlled, but his se- 
lections are. not. He doesn’t pace 
them as he should or could, placing 
rhythm tunes and ballads two by 
two. Yet he gets away with it 
strongly enough to win encores. 

Betty Jane Smith works with 
the line in one sequence. An able 
tapstress, working in an extremely 
brief costume goes over nicely in 
the second slot. Geoffrey Clay and 
Judy Lynn vocalize separately and 
together in conjunction with the 
line, handling tunes specially writ- 
ten for the show by Benny Davis 
and Abner Silver. 

Denn Arden’s line girls are nifty. 
They're a perfectly matched set of 
beauts in attractive costumes. They 
trip through three routines in neat 
fashion. Wood. 


Vine Gardens, Chi 
Chicago. May 1. 
Lind Bros. (3), Ada Lamne, 
Ruth Day, Mel Cole Orch (4), 
Pancho Band (4); minimum, $3.50. 





While Lind Bros. might not be 
classified as typical bistro fare, 


j 
| 


and change his strategy at will for 
more potent results. Although he’s 
still quipping about the plagiarism 
of a certain member of his family 
and “Old Man River,” there's 
enough new material, trade asides 
and hep Broadwayisms to put a 
new veneer on his stint. Complete- 
ly new is a satire on giveaway pro- 
grams. With house-singer Don Sax- 
on playing straight, the bit is a 
worthy successor to his bartender 
piece. 

Miss Faye turns in her usual ap- 
plause-winning turn. Some tunes 
are familiar and her asides have 
been heard previously, but it’s 
smart material that stands up 
nicely. 

Ballroomers Edwards and Diane 
turn in a smooth performance, mix- 
ing their terps handily. On only 
one number did they overplay, thus 
minimizing the point of that par- 
ticular routine. Nonetheless. they’re 
right for this show. 

Another additicn, Phyllis Claire, 
sometimes has a tough time to 
overcome the surrounding produc- 
tion. Her routines are energetic, 
she clogs close to the ground in a 
masculine style, but in other sur- 
roundings she’d show up to better 
advantage. 

The rest of the show holds up 
well. Don Saxon sings and stooges 
with Miss Faye and Lester with 
good results. Ernestine Mercer 
and Penny Caldwell, mimic and 
singer, show up nicely. Jose. 


Cafe Society. N. Y. 
Golden Gate Quartet, Ronnie 
Graham, George Shearing Quintet; 
$2.50 minimum. 





Trio of acts on this fast-moving 
show provides solid entertainment 
that should please a variety of 
tastes. Golden Gate Quartet, a vet- 
eran act at the spot, scored heavily 
and was called back for encores. 
The Negro vocal foursome, one of 
the best in their field, does slick 
versions of three spirituals, a nov- 
elty number, “Me and Brother 
Bill,” and wind with rhythmic har- 
monizing on the classic, “Abou 
Ben Adhem.” 

Upbeat tempo is set by five- 
piece combo of George Shearing, 
blind British bandleader, whose 
appearance at the nightery is im- 
presarioed by Leonard Feather, 
who discovered him at a London 
jam session. Each instrumentalist 
—Shearing on the ivories, Marge 
Hyams on vibes, John Levy on 
bass, Denzil Best on drums, and 
Chuck Wayne on guitar—is given 
, full scope for solo wora. Tunes are 
mostly originals by Best and 
Wayne, and lean towards. bop, 
sometimes quiet and sophisticated, 
and sometimes of a more frantic 
| variety. For contrast, Shearing, 
whose background was completely 
| longhair until a few years back, 
does a languid piano solo of De- 
bussy’s “Clair de Lune.” 

Ronnie Graham, comic. -holding 
over, has added some good mate- 


can wear down most any audience doubles for dansapation. 


audience reaction was sock open- rial. Accompanying himself at the 
ing night. Singers mix such sharp-| keyboard he does “Poor Unsubli- 
ly contrasting numbers as the mated Me” and “Elsie the Bored 
“Sabre Dance” with “Ave Maria,” Cow.” tunes which have some 
which finds the room in complete clever lines. Routine on a day of 
silence. Their choice of tunes, radio corn is standard, but drew 
while off from usual nightclub li- laughs, while his “private eye” 
braries, are well paced with com- satire also tickled them. Graham 
edics, which should be expanded.' and Shearing group are in club’s 
After special opener, trio war- i show, with Deek Watson, and 
ble “Whiffenpoof Song” and then pong pe Dots, oe Ss fe 
for change of pace with “What’s “° en Gaters. Brit. 
Happened to Opera,” which re- .. 
prises operatic numbers. then Sundown Club, Phoenix 
“Eili, Eili” in English. Encore with Phoenix, April 20. 
“Forever and Ever,” and “Mc- Lois Andrews, Jon & Sondra 
Namara’s Band” for solid response. Steele, Johnny Matson, Don Kaye's 
Ada Lynne is a comedienne who Orch (7): cover. $1.50. 
has the physical assets of another 
Martha Raye, but is still uncertain Star billing of this layout goes 
in her styl. Much of her material to Lois Andrews, but ‘Jon and 
needs perking. However, she gets Sondra Steele take over the lime- 
over nicely. Ruth Day, pert tap- light and reap the encomiums. 
stress, opens show in brisk fashion. Singing duo, best known for wax- 
Mel Cole’s small group backs ing of “My Happiness,” rates right 
show capably while Pancho dishes up there with the better nitery 
up the Latin beat for dance sets. turns. Between numbers, femme 
Zabe. projects an infectious line of gab 
that adumbrates the Beatrice Lil- 
a idiom and serves to tone up 
ae |the act. Male member plays ac- 
_ _ (FOLLOWUP) companiment on a midget piano 
It’s frequently difficult to cor- and does nicely on the tone 
rectly Appraise just who or what blendings. Their routine encom- 
is the star of the Lou Walters passes a medley from “Finian’s 
productions at the Latin Quarter. Rainbow.” “Sunday Kind of Love.” 
Pertormers have found that the “Dry Bones,” and “My Happiness.” 
smooth format of the house num- Steele’s keyboard job on “Song of 
bers provide competition to the India” is a pleasant interim num- 
upper-bracket talent that lures in ber between vocal segments and 
the Broadway trade. scores with the patrons. 
_ With current changes in the LQ Johnny Matson, Horace Heidt 
ineup, there’s three standout ele- protege, doubles on the squeeze- 
ments. The routines and costum- box and the trumpet and is effec- 
ing, probably among the best yet tive with both instruments. His 
to have been displayed here, plus impreshes of Harry James, Bunny 
Jerry Lester and frances Faye, Berrigan, Henry Busse and Clyde 
who fill the top spots in showstop McCoy shape up for neat returns. 
tradition. Miss Andrews goes over well. 
Lester, who had to make his She knows how to shade her vocals 
entrance at a time when the ap- for maximum results in a reper- 
plause for Miss Faye was overlap- toire that runs the gamut from 
ping, gave one of his better per- Gershwin to Porter. Standouts are 
formances. He’s an_ essentially “Let’s Do It,” and a new number. 
funny guy in the anything for a “Maybe You're the Man for Me” 
Jaugh tradition, but also one of the an effective torcher. 
more. persistent performers who Don Kaye orch backs show and 
Jona. 





Latin Quarter. N. Y. 


Cotillion Reom, N. Y. 
(HOTEL PIERRE) 


Eric Thorsen, Sujata & Asoka;/@nd showcase for acts that later | 


Stanley Melba and Ralph Lane | 
bands: $3 and $4 mtinimuin. 





Looks like the NBC wire has 
helped Stanley Melba’s -policy at) 
the Hotel Pierre’s Cotillion room; 
business appears good. The same. 
policy of two acts, along with the 
two bands, continues; Melba for 
the straight dansapation and Ralph 
Lane for the Latin sets. 

Opening are Sujata & Asoka, 
billed as Tibetan dancers, whose 
East Indian terp routines are obvi- 
ously authentic and well thought 
out, with results good in the mean. 
The woman looks authentically 
East Indian or Javanese, but her | 
partner appears Caucasian. The 
costumes and routines are effec- 
tive, and their four dance numbers 
are reeled off with dispatch. They 
break it up with a novelty dem- 
onstration on how to tie an au- 
thentic Indian sarong, and_ his 
ritual fire dance, with a pair of 
flaming saucers is equally effective. 

Eric Thorsen is a_ personable | 
baritone who requires better rou- 
tining. He accents his Svensk 
background and Minnesota nativity | 
a shade too much. His attempts at 
dialectic numbers also miss fire. | 
Quite obviously his intent is to) 
please all racial segments, but the 
results would be suaver if he did 
more orthodox ballads, _ inter- 
spersed with some improved small- 
talk. A little routining and script- 
ing is all necessary because his 
cafe floor presence is effective and 
voice good. Abel. 


Cocoanut Grove. L. A. 
(AMBASSADOR HOTEL) 
Los Angeles, ‘April 27. 
Frankie Laine. accompanied by 
Carl Fischer and Morrie Feld, 
Leighton Noble Orch (14); cover 
$1.50-$2. 





Last summer, when the Ambas- | 
‘hometown bow here after eastern | 


sador hotel decided to switch the 
talent policy at the Cocoanut Grove 
from straight band entertainment, 
Frankie Laine was selected to 
launch the new idea. It was a 
happy choice. Laine was an imme- 
diate hit and promptly rung up 
new summer attendance records 
for the spot. He’s back now for a 
repeat and while the present con- 
dition of nitery business may keep 


him from setting a new high, he’s | 


a cinch to draw strongly enough 
to keep the tab-tally up to the 
peak mark. 

Laine is more at ease now than 
he was when he broke in the 
Grove’s new policy of billing sing- 
ers above bands last summer. He 
knows his way around more, as 
evidenced by the freer use of pat- 
ter between songs and the casual 


air he has in audience asides. The’ ° 


Laine styling is the same as be- 
fore, although perhaps a shade 
more energetic. It's still, however, 
sock stuff all the way. 


ally sedate Cocoanut Grove ring-. 


siders, for example, whistled him 
back twice on opening night, per- 
mitting a begoff after 45 minutes 
only because the way had to be 
cleared for Leighton Noble’s net- 
work remote. There are, too, the 
expected shouted demands for 
disclicks, but as much as possible 
Laine reserves those numbers to 
answer requests. [n his delivery 


he more than lives up to his “Mr. | 


Rhythm” tag, scoring strongly with 
his easy, insinuating style. 


Laine gets the usual top pianistic | 


backing from his veteran accom- 
panist, Carl Fischer, and gets an 
added fillip into the stint through 
the percussion pyrotechnics of 
Morrie Feld, now traveling with 
him. It’s all on the credit side of 
the ledger. 

Full-scale backing and musie for 


dancing is provided by Leighton | 
Noble orch, which displayed, on) 


opening night, a tendency toward 
brassiness that wasn't exactly 
pleasing to that percentage of the 


Grove’s audience which prefers to) 


sit each number out for gabfest 
purposes. Kap. 





No. 1 Fifth Avenue. N.Y. 


Fletcher & Sheidy, Hildegarde |-though his enthusiasm sometiines,| does some 


Halliday, Bob Downey & Harold 
Fonville, Hazel Webster; mo min- 
ium. 





This lower Fifth avenue spot 
continues popular throughout the 
years with Greenwich Villagers, 
who have found its policy the per- 
fect answer as a drop-in point for 
a drink or an evening out on a 


very reasonable tab. Subdued 
lighting, non-intrusive entertain- | 


'able to use there. 


}erator. Her 


The usu-| 


| are notoriously low and the room 


is frequently used as a break-in 


land uptown at the Blue Angel, 
Le Ruban Bleu and such smart 
bistros. Present show is a reverse 


'on that, with the two acts both 


having come to the Village from 
No. One’s uptown counterparts. 
Fletcher & Sheidy and Hilde- 
garde Halliday. however, are a bad 
booking together. 
much the same brand of satirical 


comedy. Substitution of a vocalist | 
for one of them would be desir- | 


able. In addition, neither of the 
turns seems to click here with the 
same response they’ve had in other 
spots. Fletcher & Sheidy, two boys 
who came out of college to the 
Ruban Bleu last year, appear to 
miss the limited props they were 


completely lacks a stage, turns tak- 
ing a place next to the piano. The 
material just isn’t yocky enough 
for this type presentation. Same 


can be said about Miss Halliday, | 


but more so. She does monologs 
of a student nurse. of a hayfever 
sufferer and of a switchboard op- 
presentation 
shading and subtlety, in addition 
to the dubious nature of the mate- 
rial itself. 

Harold Fonville and Bob Dow- 
ney work at the twin grands with 
tremendous success. 
the keyboards with great finesse in 
listenable arrangements running 
the gamut of semi-classic and pop 
‘tunes. Hazel Webster does the 
same, but solo. to keep the room 
tinkling almost constantly to the 
ome outpourings. Herb. 


| Moeambo. Hollywood 
Hollywood, May 1. 
Rosalind Courtright, Eddie Oli- 
iver’s Orch (5), Latin-Airs (4); no 
cover; minimum $3-$4. 





Sunset Strip nitery has come up 
| with a powerful drawing card in 
Rosalind Courtright, making her 


clicks. Capacity 
crowd wouldn’t let her off—and it 
looks like she’ll be luring the cash 
customers in for some time to 
come. 


With the lush backing of Eddie | 
Oliver’s musicrew, Miss Courtright | 


offers an entertainment-packed 


stint. A fine set of pipes and an) 


understanding of the finer points 
of delivery enable her to punch 
over a wide variety of numbers, 
from a French version of “Let a 
|Smile Be Your Umbrella” to a 
zestful begoff routine revealing the 
truth about ‘‘Life Upon the Wicked 
Stage.”” In between are baliads, a 


Scottish folk number and a com-| 


munity-sing arrangement which 


prompts usually-blase ringsiders to | 


| join in willingly. 

It’s not an easy job for a singer 
|to hold down the sole entertain- 
|ment spot at this plushery—but 
Miss Courtright seems to have no 
difficulty. Kap. 


They're’ too_ 


Number One ; 


lacks | 


They handle | 


opening night | 


—.. 
Terrace Reom. N. Y, 
(NEW YORKER HOTEL) 
| _ Skills & Spills,” ice revue, Pro- 
duced by Donn Arden, with Nona 
|MacDonald, Johnny Flanagan 
| Tony Bavaar, Dick Price, Bruce 
| Mapes, Jr.; Bill Knapp, Michael 
Meehan, Janice Hamilton, Joan 
|Walden, Aileen Graff, Barbara 
| Fraser; costumes, Bob Mackintosh. 
|Mme. .Berthe; musical arrange. 
ments, Ivan Lane. Nat Brand. 
wynne Orch (12), with Mattie 
Sonda, Joe Martin; covey, $1-$1.50, 


. 


New Yorker ice show is good— 
one of the best the Terrace Room 
has housed recently. As it stands 
however, it could take considerable 
pruning for better results. It runs 
some 45 minutes, about 10 minutes 
too long. But it’s a fast, colorfully. 
costumed production that will be 
immensely satisfying to the four 
corners patronage that provides 
most of the room’s b.o. 

There are 12 numbers staged by 
Donn Arden. Three and possibly 
four of them could »e dropped, 
and the remainder shuffled to 
bring about a still faster and more 
entertaining revue. The better seg- 
; ments, too, are provided with the 
outstanding costumes and rou- 
tines. For example, the African 
number built around the line girls 
and Dick Price. 

Stars of the layout are Nona 
MacDonald, whose best contribu- 
tion is as a White Goddess, seguing 
into the above-cited African num- 
ber. Her blade work in this is 
sensuously designed, but it’s not 
half so effective as the brief cos- 
tume she wears and what she 
| packs into it. Then there’s Johnny 
Flanagan, a comic, a type of act 
| that has been conspicuously absent 
from too many New Yorker shows, 
|except the last one. He trips onto 
|the ice in a charwoman costume, 
j}and injects a flock of healthy 
howls. Tony Bavaar, m.c. and 
singer, is another standout. He 
handles himself with good poise 
and is very convincing in a brief 
' vocal interlude. He’s musical com- 
edy material and a nice-looking 
guy to boot. 

Michael Meehan, Bill Mapes, Jr.; 
Bill Knapp, Janice Hamilton and 
Joan Walden share the secondary 
slots. . They’re all okay. Meehan 
works well with a routine done 
to “Malageuna’; Mapes and Miss 
Walden smartly handle a cute rou- 
tine built around the “Pussy-Cat 
Song.’ using cat-head masks. Re- 
mainder are just fill-ins, including 
Janice Hamilton’s ballet bit. 

Nat Brandwynne’s band does an 
excellent job, on the show and for 
dancing. Made up of three violins, 
three sax, three brass and three 
rhythm, including Brandwynne's 
fine pianoing, the combo is impres- 
‘sive. It maintains a_ bounce 
‘smoothly and with more colorful 
|arrangements than ordinarily is 
| expected from such a_ grouping. 
That means that with what the 
widely known maestro has to work 
with he’s doing quite ayob. He has 


a Joe Martin and Mattie Sondi on 
Old Roumanian. N. VY. vocals and both handle them 
Carmen Montoya, Joann Floria, | neatly. Wood. 


Bob Fitzgerald, Sadie Banks, | ane 
Mickey Freeman, Line (8), Joe); Havana-Madrid. N. Y. 
LaPorte’s Orch (5); $2.50 mini-| Carlos Ramirez, Trini Reyes, Ra- 
mum, quel & Rolando, Kenneth ~— 
. | Lazaro Quintero Orch (10), Pan- 
_ The Old Roumanian goes on giv- | cho As (8). Havana-Madrid 
ing value year in and year out un-| Lovelies (6): $3 minimum. 
|der Jack Silverman's operation, | omen 
and the current show is no excep-| Latin-American spot, which 
tion. There’s nothing here of big- tastefully creates dining-under- 
| budget caliber, but the acts don’t) stars atmosphere with a tropical 
lack for click entertainment, re-| patio decor; headlines Carlos 
gardless. ' | Ramirez, powerful-voiced Latino 
Carmen Montoya is of the fla-' tenor. Ramirez, whose ease and de- 
menco school, and she shows livery recall his operatic training, 
plenty of animation in a couple of is socko with L.A. tunes and also 
routines. Joann Floria is an at-| handles English lyrics competent- 
tractive songstress who goes over | ly. In the Yank department he 
‘with a nice mixture of pops. | pleases with “Begin the Beguine” 
Bob Fitzgerald is an Irish tenor,| and “Some Enchanted Evening,” 
}and looks it, which is somewhat Jatter from “South Pacific” musl- 





of an anomaly for a spot such as | comedy. Spanish numbers include 
this, whose cuisine caters to a Yid-)the ballad, “Por Tu Amor,” the 
dish-American clientele. But Fitz- | classical “Granada,” and a novelty 


gerald wins his audience with as- 
| sorted numbers that, for a clinch- 
|er, includes the Hebrew chant, 
“Eili Eili.” 

slight 


Mickey 
comic a flair for stories, 


_ Freeman is a 
with 


for his own jokes, seems greater 
than that of the audience. But the 
| kid punches all the way, and has 
| the crowd with him at the end. 

Sadie Banks, of course, is an in- 
stitution here with her blue song- 
talk lyrics. And whether she’s 
working on the floor, or handling 
_the lighting switchboard for the 
other acts, Miss Banks still main- 
tains her following. 


Joe LaPorte’s orch, as usual, 


ment and no dancing provide a Plays okay for dancing and the 


more-or-less decorous atmosphere 
for chatting or hand-holding. Re- 
sult is a steady and regular trade | 
that assures plentiful profit on the | 
low nut and makes the no-cover, 
no-minimum a feasible formula. 
Trio of pianists who have long 
been familiar at the spot provide 
the basie talent, to which is gen- 
erelly added a sophisticated .com- 
edy turn, a singer or both. Stipends . 


show. Like Miss Banks, he’s been 
a fixture here for years. Kahn. 





STAMFORD’S VAUDER 


The Strand theatre. Stamford, is 
set to reopen on the _ three-day 
vaude policy May 10. Initial bill 
.will include Candy Stevens, Three 
Poms, Buddy Walker, Appletons. 

Al Rickard agency is booking. 


simpatico performer, Ramirez wins 
favor with some deft ad libs as 
_audience shduts requests. : 
| Trini Reyes, 19-year-old Spanish- 
'American flamenco practitioner, 
fiery folk dances— 
|cuevas gitanas, farruca and sapa- 
‘teao—that go over with aficionados 
and are nonetheless commercial. 
| Togged in a striking Castilian rid- 
‘ing habit, the senorita is hep on 
| clicking heels and castanets. Final 
/routine, without orchestral accom- 
paniment, gets an exciting effect 
from Miss Reyes’ clapping, finger- 
snapping and lightning heel work. 
Raquel and Rolando, diminutive 
south-of-the-border terpers, 40 
three torrid steps, including the 
mambo, son and manigo, Rolando 
| winning kudos for some acrobatic 
|splits-and a shinbone walk. Ken 
neth Buffet, a personable young 
'hoofer, puts across some tap num- 
bers. Quintero Orch, which backs 
‘the acts, and Pancho combo }oth 
provide authentic music, Since 


sin from his native Colombia. A 


show was caught, Sacasas and his 
band, have replaced the Qi 
group. 


vintero 


Bril. 
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New 


JANET BLAIR & BLACKBURN | 


TWINS 
Singing-Dancing 
25 mins. 

Chicago, Chi. 

Janet Blair, having made the 
rade as a vocaist with Hal 
Kemp’s orch and in recent years 
as a screen actress, now emerges 
with the Blackburn Twins as a de- 
cided theatre attraction. Trio’s rou- 
tines are also smart cafe stuff. Per- 
sonable twins have been around 
also in pix and niteries. They re- 
prise the routine where one of the 
boys mimics his image in a mirror. 
Stint with a stuffed doll serves as 
clever intro for Miss Blair, as she 
takes the place of the doll in the 
arms of one of the boys, as the 
other handles the mike. 

Miss Blair vocals “Gypsy In My 
Soul,” “Again” and “Always True 
To You In My Fashion” in 
soldid manner, employing all the 
drive necessary to sell a_ song. 
Stage personality is warm and 
friendly, with frothy strapless pink 
gown helping the fresh-looking yet 
sophisticated approach. 

Blackburn Twins and Miss Blair 
contrib a soft shoe bit to “A Fine 
Romance” with the boys and Miss 
Blair handling special lyrics via 


hand mike. Choreography by the 
Blackburns is excellent, as are 
musical arrangements by Lou 


Busch. Stint to “Once in Love With 
Amy (Janet)” is surefire. Entire 
routine is smooth and packs plenty 
of talent besides being easy to look 





at. Greg. 
FRAN WARREN 
Songs 
15 Mins. 
Latin Casino, Philadelphia 
Fran Warren, former Claude 


Thornhill vocalist, made an impres- 
sive debut at the Latin Casino. 
She’s definitely on the way to the 
top, as recent signing by Victor and 
pacting for Mike Todd’s musical, 
“As the Girls Go,” would indicate. 


Songstress was solid click on a 
bill that had Henny Youngman 
and Martha Raye. Good direction 
and presentation, plus effective 
lighting cues for each successive 
number added showmanship filip 
to the turn. Latter can be credited 
to Miss Warren’s manager, Bar- 
bara Bell. 


Chirp got plenty palm action, | 


opening with “I’m in Love with a 
Wonderful Guy,” her current dis- 
click. Follows with a 
dramatic rendition of ‘““What’s My 
Name.” A_ specia: material item 
“IT Want To” is a little too cute; 
but she retrieves quickly with 
“This Is Where Love Walked@in.” 
For finale she does ‘‘Temptation”’ 
and had them yelling for more. 
Attractive. looks, flexible vocal 


style and ability to sustain her top| 


notes combine to make Miss War- 
ren a good bet for most branches 
of show biz. Gagh. 





BETTY BLACK 
Comedienne 

12 Mins. 

Glass Hat, N. Y. 

Just in from the Coast, Betty 
Black opens with a ditty on the 
tribulations of performers getting 
special material, appointments 
with bookers and direction from 
agents. The general idea is good, 
but the blonde looker is superior 
to her scripter. Her freshness and 
zest are shown to better advantage 
when she lets go on pop standards. 

Thrush does a slick juxtaposition 
of “Daisy, Daisy,” as a young 
Swain of a generation ago would 
do it, and “Darktown Strutters’ 
Ball,” as a present-day hepcat 
— swing it. She works in an 
audience participation segment on 
Carramba, It’s the Samba,” get- 
ting gents on the floor to terp with 

er. Number goes over, but Miss 
Black would do well to relax a bit 


n her give-and-take with the cus- 


tomers. Bril. 





CY COLEMAN 
Piano 

15 Mins. 

Le Perroquet, N. Y. 

. ©y Coleman looks like a find for 
Intimeries. A pianist with a clas- 
sical background, this teenster dis- 
tinguishes himself with fanciful 
melodic patterns, individualistic 
interpretation, and a mature styl- 
ing. 

Coleman has a fresh approach 
Which takes him off on non-com- 
mercial cadenzas with complicated 
counterpoint best understood by 


the Carnegie Hall pewholders. But , 


fortunately these lapses look well 
on his keyboard and frequently 
cause the customers to cease con- 
versation and listen. 

In alternating between classics 
and pops he embraces a variety of 
Styles, but once Coleman deter- 
mines where he wants to go, it’s 
most likely that he'll get there. 

“e i Jose. 
’ 


solid | 


Acts 


ROSE MURPHY 
Pianist-Singing 
9 Mins. 





Apollo, N. Y. 

Billed as the “Chi-Chi Girl,” be- 
cause of her w.k. disk and radio 
style, Rose Murphy iis a buxom 
Negro lass whose forte is the 
piano. She displays a wonderful 
sense of rhythm and caresses the 
ivories in a rapid tempo that re- 
minds of Fats Waller’s style. Gal 
accompanies her pianistics with a 
squeaky, Betty Boopish voice. She 
has been around in cafes, etc., but 
is missing from the New Act files. 

Miss Murphy’s vocalling is so de- 
mure and high pitched that it 
seems almost incongruous for any- 
one of her size to possess such un- 
usual tones. Nevertheless, her voice 
is a novelty in itself and coupled 
with her sock ’88ing she clicks here 
as she has in other vaude and cafe 
bookings. Gilb. 


GRAY & HESS 
Ballroom 

7 Mins. 

Leon & Eddie’s, N. Y. 

Gray & Hess are a personable 
terp-twain with considerable pos- 
sibilities after the rough edges are 
sanded down. Their basic work, 
including some flashy spins, is 
soundly conceived and well aimed 
for customer appreciation. 

Gay Hess, former captain of the 
Latin Quarter line, is a striking 
looker which fact helps no end. 
Her footwork needs a touch more 
integration with her male partner 
who is obviously the more sea- 
soned of the two. Best of the 
three stints contribbed by the duo 
was a rhumba which came off 
' solidly after a slow start. 

Team should be neatly suited 
for nitery circuits after further 
playing time. Wit. 
HAZEL McNULTY 
Songs 
10 Mins. 

Cafe James, N. Y. 

Hazel McNulty is a hefty shouter 
who.. gives added weight to the 
thought that the Cafe James re- 
opening is marked by an over- 
abundance of singers. Four of ’em. 
And all pretty much straight sing- 
| ers and all femmes. Plus which Pat 
Harrington, the show's. veteran 
comic and able pacer—and the 
bill’s only other act—also handles 
a tune or two on his own. 

Miss McNulty is a rhythm warb- 


ler who is strictly for those spots | 


that need singers who can drown 
out the customers. She clicks on 
that count. Shes been around for 
| years, but is new to the VARIETY 
| files. Kahn. 


| MARION POWERS 

| Songs 

| 10 Mins. 

Leon & Eddie's, N. Y. 

Talent is displayed by Marion 
| Powers for getting across a nicely 
varied diet of songs. Her forte is 
the slightly risque genre, best suit- 
ed for her husky voices and sexy 
‘delivery. Songstress embroiders 
her tunes with plenty of feeling, 

mainly to the good, but at times 

runs the risk of over-emoting. 
Miss Powers’ encore of “Cum- 
bachero.” accompanied by some 
pertinent and effective hip-sling- 
ing, is on the credit side of the 
ledger. Playing down of the 
thesping proclivities would add to 
the smoothness. Wit. 


RICH & GIBSON 
Xylophone 

10 Mins. 

Glass Hat, N. Y. 

Boy-girl team does a neat four- 
handed turn on the xylophone. 
Flashy stick-wielders, they get a 
lot of fire into a rhythmic arrange- 
ment of “Tico Tico” and follow 
with a socko version of “Dark 
Eyes.” For a novelty number, the 
duo uses a pair of phosphorescent 
dolls to beat out the “Jersey 
Bounce,” creating the illusion of 
puppets dancing to the tune. 

Act has polish, personality and 
a youthful, exuberent approach. 
In the finale they do a cute tap 
‘while playing.  Irridescent-light 
routine adds showmanship. Bril. 








JEAN MARTIN 
Songs 
7 Mins. 
Cafe James. N. Y. 
Jean Martin is a blond balladeer 
who is strictly for intimate spots. 
She could use more salesmanship. 
and her diction, too, could stand 
brushing up. 
Does such tunes as “Mood for 
Love” and “My Bill,” all too much 
in the same vein. Kahn. 


FRANK RAY & DON NARDO 
Comedy, Songs 

15 Mins. 

Glass Hat, N. Y. 

Couple of young comics lean 
heavily on familiar impersonations. 
but their zany handling, some run- 
ning gags and several good lines 
sock them across. Team also does 
some tunes, with Nardo yocalizing 


trod 


+a 


the lyrics straight and Ray snaaine | 


with a one-note guitar accompani-— 
ment. Nardo clicks with one of his 
own songs and garners plenty with 
“Marie” in Italian. He has a 
strong and pleasing, if not pol- 
ished, voice. 

Pair is robust and fresh, but 
tightening up and slicker material 
will help. Bril. 


MARIE COLLM 

Songs 

8 Mins. 
Le Perroquet, N. Y. 

Marie Collm is a singer with a 
Continental background = special- 
izing in French torchies and Ger- 
man lieder. While it’s an odd com- 
bination, because of the wide dif- 
ference in approaches and execu- 
tion, there’s sufficient variety to 
keep the customers interested. 

Miss Collm frequently gets over- 
dramatic, but it doesn’t show up 
disadvantageously to the drinking 
trade. She’s okay for the dimly lit 
atmospheric intimeries. Jose. 





LEONNA HALL 
Songs 

7 Mins. 

Cafe James, N. Y. 

Ballad songstress is pretty much 
in the idiom of singer she follows 
on same bill, Jean Martin. Which 
makes this a fault of booking. And 


both are blonds, too. 
Does such numbers as “Why 
Was I Born?” and “Someone to 


Watch Over Me,” all too slow and 
having too much sameness for a 
spot that needs livening up. Indi- 
cates a thin voice but pleasant, 
self-effacing manner. Kahn. 





LORETTE FOSTER 
Songs 

8 Mins. 

Cafe James, N. Y. 

Lorette Foster has a legit voice 
with power more ample than neces- 
sary for this intimate bistro. She’s 
in the comedy idiom, with her 
Hildegarde and operatic satires, 
plus swing version of “Martha” 
and a special-material medley. 

Needs to be _ routined better, 
with emphasis on improved mate- 
rial. Otherwise, looks attractive, 
and the customers seemed to like 
her. Kahn. 





FRANCES WHITE 
Taps 
6 Mins. 


Leon & Eddie’s, N. Y. | 


Frances White has possibilities 
as a tapster but hides her talent 
with faulty routines. 
ment, there’s an insufficient va- 
riety and lack of outstanding steps. 

With further seasoning Miss 
White should be able to add the 
necessary ingredients and 


Wit. 











Goldwyn Readies 


te Continued from page 3 jaa 


paring for production are “My 
Foolish Heart,” based on the 
“Uncle Wiggily” short story by J. 
D. Salinger, which ran in the New 
Yorker, and which will star Dana 
Andrews and Susan Hayward; 
“The Edge of Doon’ from the Leo 
Brady novel for which Ben Hecht 
is doing the screenplay; “Illinois 
Incident,” being adapted by Bruce 
Manning from the story by James 
Grant. and starring Andrews and 
Gigi Perreau, and “Commence- 
ment.” starring Farley Granger 
and Joan Evans. 
Goldwyn Wins a Round 
Hollywood, May 3. 

First round went to Samuel 
Goldwyn in his legal battle with 
Mary Pickford in L.A. superior 
court over the right to move vari- 
ous goods and chattels off the 
Goldwyn lot before the expiration 
of his lease on Nov. 21. Ownership 
of the property is split three ways. 
Miss Pickford owns  41/80ths; 
Goldwyn owns 19/80ths and the re- 
maining 20/80ths belongs to the 
corporation through a _ purchase 
from Sylvia Stanley, widow of 
Douglas Fairbanks, Sr. 

Judge Paul Nourse ruled that 
Goldwyn has the right to move his 
own sound stage and a few smaller 
buildings off the lot, in addition to 
the film equipment and accessories 
valued at $300,000. Division of the 
land on which studio stands is still 
under litigation. The ground, in the 
heart of Hollywood, is estimated to 
be worth $2,500,000 under current 
real estate prices. Ownership is di- 
vided among Miss Pickford and 
Goldwyn personally, and Goldwyn, 
Inc. Miss Pickford contended that 
Goldwyn, Inc., is merely anothcr 
name for Sam Goldwyn, but the 
court ruled that is a separate entity 
and must be treated as such. 

Goldwyn has not disclosed where 
he will move his sound studio or 
his other $300,000 worth of goods 
and chattels. ‘ bo 


rf 


At the mo-| 


ulti- | 
mately become a standard item in| 
| the cafe field. 








VARIETY BILLS 


WEEK OF MAY 4 





Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of show 


whether full or split week 


Letter in parentheses indicates circuit: (I) Independent; 


(P) Paramount; (RB) RKO; (8) Stoll; (W) Warner; { 


{L) 


WR) Walter Reade 


Loew; (M) Mose 








New York City 
Capitol (lL) § 
Enrie Madriguera 
Donald Richards 
Fred Sanborn 
Sibyl Bowan 
Lane & Claire 
Music Hall (i) § 
Paul Haakon 
Salici Puppets 
Harrison & Fisher 
Gloria Lane 
Jonn Schickling 
Rockettes 
Corps de Ballet 
Sym Orch 
Paramount (P) 4 
Duke Ellington 
Billy Eckstine 
Howell & Bowser 
Peck & Peck 
Roxy (i) 6 
Vivian Blaine 
Leo de Lyon 
McCarthy & Farrell 
Rookies 
Joan Hyldoft 
Strand (W) 6 
Ted Lewis Rev 
Reed Sis 
Geraldine DuBois 
Paul White 
Elroy Peace Duo 
AMSTERDAM 
Rialto (1) 5-7 
B & C Robinson 
Don Hooten 
Dod Dodsen 
3 Radio Ramblers 
Adamson 3 
12-1 


Freddys 
Pitcheons 

C Fredericks Co 
Don Zelaya 
Armad Guerre 


Seals 
AUBURN 
Auburn (1) 5-7 


Glenn Henry Co 
Sully & Thomas 
Pat Rooney Jr 
2 Chords 
BALTIMORE 
Hippodrome (i) § 
The Szonyis 
Viola Layne 
Amazing Mr 
Ballantine 
The Pitchmen 
State (1) 
Bobby 
Sunny Bright 
Sonny Fronk 
McFarland & 
Brown 
8-11 
The Latinos 
Wallis & Carroll 
Jimmy Spitalny 
Levere & Handman 
BAYONNE 
Victory (1) 6-8 
3 Lindsay Bros 
Prof Fabian 
Tune Tattlers 
Birdland 
BOSTON 
Keith’s (R) § 


5-7 


' Frankie Carle O 


Mills Bros 
Benson & Mann 


CAMDEN 
Towers (1) 6-8 
Al Castle & Helene 

The Lurevys 
Keve Luke 
Sid Rice 
3 Welles 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (P) 4 
Victor Borge 


| Janet Blair 
: Blackburn Twins 


Rudells 
Oriental (i) § 
Dick Contino 
Richard Melari 
3 Pepperettes 
Harold Peck 
Tommy Check 
Mystery 4 
Meister & Kreig 
Glen Pigott 
Don Meclivanie 
Ben Avalone 
Regal (P) 6 
Iinois Jacquet Grp 
Red Saunders Band 
Savannah Churchill 
King Odum 5 
Patterson & 
Jackson 
Louis & Oliver 
COLUMBUS 
Palace (P) 9-11 
Freddy Martin O 
Janis Paige 
Gary Morton 
CUMBERLAND 
Strand (1!) 4-5 
Gold Tony 
Wallis & Carroll 
Danny Crystal 
Adamson Duo 
NEVA 
Geneva (1) 
Musical Johnsons 
Tom Barry 
LaMar & Poppy 
Don Zelaya 
3 Reddingtons 
GLENNS FALLS 
Rialto (1) 5-7 
Freddys 
Val Eddy 
Milt Douglas Co 
Kimacs 
GLOVERSVILLE 
Glove (I) 5-7 
Mage & Karr 
Janet Stevens 
Dick & Dinah 
Al Stevens 
Lou Mel Morgan 3 
HARTFORD 
State (1) 6-8 
Frances Langford 
& Jon Hall 
Minevitch Rascals 
Dorothy Deering 
Stubby Kave 


5-7 


Valley Arena (i) @ 
Mage & Karr 


Dick & Dinah Keaton & Armfield 
Milt Douglas 4 Spins 
BRITAIN 

ASTON Irene Hervey 
Hippodrome (I) 2 Dancettes 
Jimmy Mack E Arnley & G Day 
Fiancis Whitmer 7 Ashtons 
3 Loonies Sirdini 
George Alex Hackford & Doyle 
Peggy Ann Taylor Krazy Komedy 
Spangled Beauties Kirks 
Raymond Barry BOSCOMBE 


Terry s Juveniles 
BIRMINGHAM 
Hippodrome (M) 2 
i Allan Jones 

’ ‘ 


Dae & Babs | 


Russell & Julia 
Freddys 
Young & Kaye 
KINGSTON 
| Broadwa 
Jordan Parvis 
Anthony & Rogers 
Al Norman 
Watts & Newman 
Jan Risko 
LEXINGTON 
Ben Ali (i) 5-7 
J & S Taylor 
J & E Hayden 
Plutocrats 
Lou Nelson 
Graziano Bros 
LITTLE FALLS 
Rialto (1) 4 onty 
Val Eddy 
2 Hearts 
| Henry J Kelly 
{Sully & Thomas 
| Dod Dodsen 
| LOCKPORT 
Palace (1) 6-7 


Quinlans 

Morey & Eaton 

| 3 Edwards Bros 

Dorothy Trice 

| LONG BRANCH 
Paramount 
(WR) 10 only 

Neal Stanley 

| Dale Sis 

Romaine & Babette 

Rex Weber 

| Jackie Bright 

MIAM 


1 
Olympia (P) 4 
Roy Maurice 
Stan Kramer Co 
Ray Eberle 
Artie Dann 
Baro & Rogers 
MILFORD 
Milford (1) 
Gold Tony 
Wallis & Carroll 
Danny Crystal 
Adamson Duo 
OGDENSBURG 
Strand (1) 6-7 
Lane & Crawford 
Buddy Ebsen 
4 Spins 
OMAHA 
Orpheum (P) 4 
Desi Arnaz & Bd 
Pat Henning 
Vie & Adio 
| ONEONTA 
Oneonta (1) 5-6 
| Arleys 
Nevellis 
2 Hearts 
Fielder & Harriet 
Monroe & Grant 
PERTH AMBOY 
| Majestic 
(WR) 4 only 
| Jordan & Parvis 
| Anthony & Rogers 
| Al Norman 
Watts & Newman 
Jan Risko 
| PHILADELPHIA 
| Carman (1) § 
Martin & Florenz 
| Maxine 
| T Hanlon Jr & 
Murphy 
| Mack, Russ & 
Owen 
} PLAINFIELD 
| Oxford (WR) % only 
| Neal Stanley 
| Dale Sis 
Romaine & 
| _ Babbette 
| Rex Weber 
| Jackie Bright 
OCKFORD 
Palace (i) 6-8 
‘Trail-Blazers”’ 
| Whitson Bros 
| 3 Little Dickens 
| Louis Tops & 
| Mickey 
Dave Powell 
| Carmen De Rivero 
| SARANAC LAKE 
| Pontiac (1) 5 only 
‘Lane & Crawford 
| Buddy Ebsen 
| 4 Spins 
| SARATOGA 
} SPRINGS 
Congress 
| (WR) 8 only 
Jordan & Parvis 
Anthony & Rogers 
Al Norman 
Watts & Newman 
Jan Risko 
SPRINGFIELD 
Court Sq. (I) § 
Haynes & Perry 
J & M Pichon 
Ernie Morris 
P & ) Levola 
Sonny Richards 
C Emmy's Pets 
WASHINGTON 
Capitol (L) § 
Trixie 
Florence & 
Frederick 
Ann Russell _ 
Frank Marlowe 
WATERBURY 
Poli (L) 10-11 
| Woody Herman O 
WATERTOWN 
Avon (1) 5-7 
Wilfred Mae 3 
Lanes Birds 
Don Henry 3 
Henry J Kelly 
Virginia Lee Co 
| CANADA 
EAST HAMPTON 
Granada (1) 2 
Les Cappellinys 
Hamilton Conrad's 
Pigeons 
Palmo 
Shires & Tylee 
MONTREAL 
Gaiety (1) 8 
Peaches 
Tommy King 
Neal Stenley 
Tselaks 
Miss Adrienne 
Siegrist & Isabel 


6-7 


+ 


Hippodrome (i) 2 
Smeddle Bros 
J Robey & Joan 
Kenny Neble - 

t% 


6-7 | 
| Chieo Marx | 


| Tony 


| 3 Massettys 


| FINSBURY PARK 


| Amazing Fogel 


|Morecambe & Wise 


Tatterhall Jerry Co 


Millionaires | 


Len Keols 

Johnny Lawson 3 
BRIGHTON 

Hippodrome (M) 2 | 


Walsh 
Reco & May 





Raymond Smith 

J & M Kinson | 

R & M Lamar 

Dick Henderson Jr 

BRISTOL 

Empire (i) 2 

Ernest Longstaff 

Bert Bendon 

Billy Howerd 

Rob Currie 

Harry Roman 

Connie West 

Ben George 

Palace Chorus 
EDINBURGH | 
Empire (M) 2 

Jack Radcliffe 

Ben Yost Co 

Mervyn Saunders | 

Jacqueline Dunbar | 

Helen Norman 

Agnette & Sylvio 


Empire (M) 2 
Larry Adler 
Max Wall 
Tommy Jover & 

Raf 
Pat & Julian 
Bill Waddington | 
Zio Angels 
7 Volants 
Curzon 3 

GLASGOW 

Empire (M) 2 
G H Elliott 
Gertie Gitana 
Ella Shields 
Lily Morris | 
Randolph Sutton 
Talbot O'Farrell 
Billy Danvers 
Struthard 
Sereno & Joy 

GRIMBSY 

Palace (I) 2 
Albert Grant 
Renee Beck 





Empire (S) 2 
G & B Bernard 
Frank Evers & 
Dolores 
3 Jokers 
Joe Black 
Van Dock 
2 Sophisticates 
Rob Murray 
LEEDS 
Royal (M) 2 
Nat Jackley 
Costello Twins 
Armand & Anita 
Marianne Lincoln 
Jack Francois 
LEICESTER 
Palace (S$) 2 
Monte Rey 
Robb Wilton 
Betty Jumel 
Harry Shields 
Billington 
Inger 
Les Douncos 
Alpha 3 
LINCOLN 
Royal (i) 2 


Lionel King 

2 Pirates 

Gloria Gaye 

Reggie Dennis 

Sensational 
Denvers 


Sylvia 
Late Extra Lovlies 
DON 


Palladium (M) 2 
Danny Kayo 
Ted Ray 
Andrea Dancers 
Dunhills 
3 Chocolateers 
Bobbie Kimber 
Dorethy Gray Co 
Skvrockets Orc 
MANCHESTER 
Hippodrome (S) 2 
Dorothy Ward 








George Robey 
Eddie Gray 
Turner Layton 
Shaun Glenville 
Scott Sanders 
Duncan’s Collies 
Jack Muldoon 4 
NEWCASTLE 
Empire (M) 2 
Joe Loss Bd 
3 Kemble Bros 
Donald B Stuart 
2 Cromwells 
Hylda Baker 
Rex & Bessie 
NORWICH 
Hippodrome (1) 2 
Gerry Leader 
Piet van Brechts 
Falcons 
Frogmen 


| Tarzan Jr 
| Hazell 


Prof Conkey Javen 
Doug Wainwright 
Charih Indra 
NOTTINGHAM 
Empire (M) 2 
Billy Cotton Bd 
Tessie O’Shea 
Hotley 3 
Arthur Dowler 
Alan Clive 
Cooper Twins 
E & J Paul 
PORTSMOUTH 
Royal (M) 2 
5 Smith Bros 
George Doonan 
Warren Latona & 
Sparks 
Menchessy 
Grip 5 
SCUNTHORPE 
Savoy (I) 2 
Jack Haig 
4 Sandler Sis 
Freddie Harrison 
Norman Meadows 
K & E Marsh 
Sybil Dunn 
Pat Trevor 
8 Merry Maids 
SHEPHERDS 3USH 
Empire (S) 2 
D & J O’Gorman 
Fayes 3 
Hall Norman & 
Ladd 
Beryl Seton 
3 Monarchs 
Jan Mish & Bog 
Slim Allan 
4 Yeomen 
Helen Darmora 
Kirkwhite Dancers 
SUNDERLAND 
Empire (M) 2 
Francoise Flore 
Jackie Hunter 
Marqueez 
Raymond Girerd 
Helen Crerar 
Vivian Et Tassi 
Trois De Mille 
SWANSEA 
Empire (M) 2 
John Sharman 
Harry Mooney 
Victor King 
Buck Warren & 
Chic 
Johnny Denis Co 
Tommy Dee 
4 De Rosas 
Stuart & Grey 
Cactus Kids 
Peter Bros 
Vicki Hearn 
Netta Rogers 
WOLVER- 
HAMPTON 
Hip rome (1) & 
Lee Brooklyn 
Frank Formby 
4 O’Keefe Sis 
N & V Munroe 
Peggy Stone 
Mike Howe 


Bros 


YORK 

E.apire (i) 2 
Syd Seymour Bd 
Constance Evans 
Curtis & Lavole 
Barbara Leigh 
David Williams 
Adele 
Speedacs 
Madhatters Bd 
Danny Gray 
Seymour Lovlies 








Cabaret Bills 








NEW YORK CITY 


Bagatelle 
Dorothy Ross 
Day. Dawn & 

Dusk 
Jack Corlies 

Blue Angel 
Murray & Owen 
Wally Cox 
Ellis Larkin 3 
Martha Davis 





Bop City 
Machito 
Ella 
Kai Winding 
Cafe James 
Pat Harrington 
Hazel McNulty & 
Benny Martini 
Cafe Society 
Golden Gate 4 


Ronnie Graham | 
| Ramona Lang 


Dolores Martin 
Geo Shearing Orc 

| egg Horseshoe 
ay 
Lucienne & Ashour 
Jack Gansert 

Billy Banks 

Chora! Sextet 

H Sandler Ore 
Alvarez Mera 


Juenger Ballet Line | 


Hotel Pierre 
Eric Thorson 
Sujata & Asoka 
Stanley Melba Ore 
Ralph Lane Ore 

Leon & Eddie’s 
Eddie Davis 
Marion Powers 
Tahja 
Gray & Hess 
Frances White 
Angie Bond Trio 
Art Waner Orc 
Danny Sullivan 
Shepard Line 

Old Roumanian 
Sadie Banks 
Bob Fitzgerald 
Carmen Montoya 
Mickey Freeman 


i (Continued 
‘ ;}e«t 





Marshall | 





Joanne Florio 
Joe LaPorte Ore 
D’Aquila Ore 
Hotel Taft 
Vincent Lopez Ore 
Latin Quarter 
Frances Faye 
Jerry Lester 
Edwards & Diane 
Phyllis Claire 
Penny Caldwell 


| Don Saxon 
Fitzgerald | 


Art Waner O 
B Harlow Ore 
Copacabana 
Martin & Lewis 
Vagabonds 
Penny Carroll 
Jack Cassidy 
M Durso Ore 
Alvares Ore 


China Doll 
Kanazawa Troupe 
Jadine & Jackie 

Mei Ling 
Noro Morales Ore 
Jose Curbello Ore 
Line (7) 
Florence Ahn 


| Wong Sisters 


El Chico 
| Rosita Rios 
Damiron & 


Chapuseaux 


| Tina Ramirez 
| Los Guaracheros 
| Vizeaino Ore 
Hotel St Regis 
| Julie Wilson 
| Laszlo & Pepito 
|M Shaw Ore 
| Hotel Roosevelt 
Lawrence Weik Or 
| Hotel New Yorker 
| Nat Brandwynne 
| Ore 
Johnny Flannagan ~ 
Mona McDonald 
Joan Walden 
|! Aileen Graff 
| Elouise Christiana 


on page 53) 
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Capliol, N. Y. 


Enric Madriguera Orch (17). 
with Patricia Gilmore, Donald 
Richards, Fred Sanborn, Sibyl 


Bowan, Lane & Claire; “Adventure 
in Baltimore,” reviewed in VARIETY 
March 23, '49. 





Although there aren’t any per- 
formers on current Capitol bill 
that would tax the house budget, 
entertainment values are as good 
as in some of the more expensive 
bills that have played here. The 
four acts and Enric Madriguera’s 
band provide a blend of showman- 
ship that’s satisfactory. 

Madriguera’s crew offers a col- 
orful brand of music. With an in- 
strumentation of five brass, five 
reeds doubling on strings and a 
standard rhythm section augment- 
ed by a maraccas shaker, it dem-, 
onstrates a listenable quality on 
Latin and novelty tunes. There’s 
good balance in both programming 
and projection for fine overall re- 
actions. Patricia Gilmore (Mrs. 
Madriguera) has a pleasing qual- 
ity with her offerings of “Again” 
and “Kiss Me Sweet.” The marac- 
cas wielder does a single number 
and spends the rest of the time 
looking bored. 


Donald Richards, late of ‘“Fi- 
nian’s Rainbow” and “Along Fifth 
Avenue,” brings to the variety 
stage a rcbust delivery, faultless 
diction and a pleasant demeanor. 
His acceptability to the audience 
is indicated with a pair of earned 
encores and a total playing time of 
20 minutes. 

Comedy is divided between Siby] 
Bowan and Fred Sanborn, each of 
whom get top reaction. Miss Bow- 
an’s satires contain excellent char- 
acterization, good conception and 
keen satiric quality. Sanborn’s 
panto and xylophoning are stand- 
ard laugh-provokers. It’s a pixiesh 
act okay for any situation. Laine 
and Claire's novelty terping hits 
off neatly with this house. 

Jose. 


Earle. Philly 
Philadelphia, April 29. 
Phil Spitalny’s Hour of Charm 
Orch; “Song of India” (Col). 





Phil Spitalny’s perfectionist style 
stands hiri well in the presenta- 
tion of his “Hour of Charm,” the 
all-femme orch of radio fame. 
Maestro introduces his multitudi- 
nous and pulchritudinous perform- 
ers in slick style, the performance 
is fast and varied, and the group- 
ings, plus nifty costumes, have 
much visual appeal. 

In conjunction with the Phila- 
delphia Daily News, Spitalny is 
staging a “Miss Charm” contest, 
which will bring 200 local con- 
testants to the stage before the 
end of the six-day run. Contest 
phase is run off before the full 
orch finale, moves well consider- 
ing the general quality of entrants, 
and even shows signs of rehearsing. 
At show caught (Friday) the girl 
singer who won worked with a 
muted trumpet obligato’ that 
perked up her turn. 

Contest format is to select a win- 

ner at each show, with the semi- 
finals held at the last show of the 
day. Thursday (5) night, at the 
band’s last performance, a “Miss 
Charm” will be selected from the 
finalists. The winner will receive 
a flock of prizes donated by local 
merchants. 
Solo stints are plentiful in the 
Spitalny group, ginning with 
Jeanie, who sings “Freedom Train” 
and later comes back for effective 
“Ave Maria.” A trumpet four, 
paced by Jeanette McLean. regis- 
ters with a set of variations on 
“My Old Kentucky Home.” Louise, 
pianist, is spotted for a showy ren- 
dition of “Rhapsody in Blue.” and 
the Charmonettes score with vo- 
cal arrangements of “Flight of the 
Bumble Bee” and the “William 
Tell Overture.” Evelyn and her 
violin is the musical standout, 
winding up with a sock solo of 
“Make Believe” after some well- 
played classical numbers. 

Fairly good biz at show caught, 
which was not surprising in view 
of fact that Spitelny and girls 
drew a $9,000 gate ‘or single show 
at Academy of Music here last 
year. Gagh. 


Capitel, Wash. 
Washington, May 1. 
Marilyn Maxwell, Mischa Auer, 
3 Suns, Al & Connie Fanton: 
“Cover Up” (UA). 








Name acts are paying off at the 
Capitol, both at b. o. and in cus- 
tomer appreciatio... it’s a smart 
show, well-paced, with acts living 
up to their highly touted names. 

Though accent is on Hollywood, 
headline honors go to 3 Suns, 
smooth instrumentalists of record- 
ing and radio fame. Trio—ac- 
cordivnist, electric guiiar and or- 
ganist—repeat their disk successes 
to good appreciation. Arrange- 
ments and presentation are tops 
Vocalizing is neat too, and inciden- 
tal gagging-is really funny and a 


Garner top 


deft part of the act. 
“Ce- 


returns with “Hindustan,” 


‘Lou Walters, a Latin 


cilia,” troupe’s theme song, “Twi-_ ° 
light Time” and a medley of faves, | From the Latin Quarter, 


with payees pounding out recogni-| 


tion. 

Screen chantoosey Marilyn Max- 
well is vibrant proof of the bene- 
fits of her studio’s p.a. policy. 
She’s many notches above her last 
vaude stint here, about a year ago. 
Displays real stature as a stage per- 
sonality, with far greater poise and 
assurance, and resulting increased 
scope of use of pipes. Presenta- 
tion is sparkling, selections and 
voice range varied, with general af- 
fect gratifying to her screen fans. 
Tunes. “Powder Your Face with 
Sunshine.” “A Good Man Is Hard 
to Find.” “Little Bird Told Me” 
and a novelty, “Take a Chance 
with Me.” all win hefty dividends. 

Comic Mischa Auer adheres to 
his sereen character, with variable 
results, though he walks off to hot 
acclaim. His routine is somewhat 
spotty. Does better with a series 
of parodies on current tunes, and 
reaches real heights with his piano 
routine, playing first with two 
grapefruits, and then a straight 
version of “Tea for Two.” 

Al and Connie Fanton, youthful 
acro terpers, make hep show pacers 
in a fast and varied sesh. There’s 
also a bit of juggling and some 
slick highlights, as they spell each 
other in novel turns and taps. 

Lowe. 


Apolie, N. Y. 

Woody Herman Orch (16) with 
Mary Ann McCall, Terry Gibbs, 
Oscar Pettiford; Rose Murphy, 
Earl & Frances, Teddy Hale, Spider 
Bruce & Co.; “High Tide” (Mono). 








With Woody Herman’s big band 
and pianist-songstress Rose Mur- 
phy as the marquee lure this week, 
the Apollo’s stage fare shapes up 
as fair entertainment. Comprising 
three rhythm, nine brass and four 
reed, the orch shows plenty versa- 
tility but never really grooved it- 
self at show caught Saturday (3Q). 
The volume was there, but color 
and spark were missing. 


Band opens layout with “How 
High the Moon” followed by Her- 
man’s vocaling of “’Cause I Ain't 
Getting Any 
Frances, mixed terp team, contrib 
varied tap routines for okay re- 
ception. Fade into challenge stuff 
for the bowoff. Part of Herman’s 
'erew, Terry Gibbs clicks with a 
vibe solo. 

Mary Ann McCall, vet thrush, 
seems to feel her way along with 
“IT Got It Bad and That Aijin’t 
Good.” Wrapped in a floor-length 
gown, she bounces back with “You 
Can Depend On Me” and scores 
with a plaintive delivery of slickly 
arranged ‘‘Man I Love.” Bassist 
Oscar Pettiford steps off the po- 
dium for an okay solo. 


Pint-sized stepper Teddy Hale is 
plenty hep with his footwork. Sans 
patter, he offers a spirited brand 
of hoofing to garner a hefty salvo. 
Band returns with trombonist Bill 
Harris tooting his own tune, 
“Everywhere,” for a neat response. 
In the bebop idiom, “Lemon Drop” 
has Herman and two sidemen do- 
ing a so-so vocal that’s further 
dressed up with several sax and 
trumpet solos. Registers fairlv well. 

Spider Bruce, assisted by Vivian 
Harris and Charles Ray. whammed 
‘em in some stock comedy routines. 
Rose Murphy is reviewed under 
New Acts. Gilb. 


Olvmpis. Miami 
Miami, April 30. 
Mandrake & Co., Keve Luke, 
Lewie & Ames, Pritcherd & Lord, 
Freddie Carlone House Orch: “Kiss 
in the Dark” (WB). 





Solid layout on tap this week 
should set well with the vaude 
fans. 

Topped by the “show within a 
show” stint of magico Leon Man- 
drake & Co., pace is smooth and 
builds nicely. Keye Luke. Chinese 
actor from films. emcees in pleas- 
ant manner, and in own spot pur- 
vevs  ecarbonings’ of __ filmsters. 
worked around a_ wmvysterv plot 
idea. Scores with impressions of 
Colman, Charlie Chan. Lionel Bar- 


,rymore and Peter Lorre. 


Lewis and Ames. have been 
around for vears. and their stuff 
seems as fresh as ever. Click neatly 


in crossfire routine for plenty 
laughs. 
Pritchard and Lord. terpers, 


achieve their lifts and spins with 
graceful ease for neat returns. 

Mandrake walks off with top 
honors. The _ fast-moving. suave 
magico takes up a good portion of 
the program. Aided by four as- 
sistants, he runs the gamut of il- 
lusion and trickery. from card 
manipulating to the locked trunk 
bodv switch. All stunts are han- 
died in showmanly manner for top 
returns. 

Freddie Carlone house orch is 
okay on the backgrounding. 


Lary. 


Younger.” Earl &) 


Invades Spanish Harlem 


By JOSE COHEN 

Ever since reports of the extra- 
ordinary grosses at the two major 
Spanish vauders in New York's 
Spanish Harlem became public do- 
main, there’s been lots of thinking 
by various impresari, Latin and 
otherwise, how they can cut into 
that melon. One of the first to do 
something concrete about it was 
a Latin from Manhattan, Lou 
Walters—he operates the Latin 
Quarter—who took over the Audu- 
bon theatre, rechristened it the 
San Juan, put a Spanish accent on 
his LQ display, and transported 
it to the Latin sector of the town. 

First glimpses indicate it’s a suc- 
cessful idea. Walter is going along 
on the proposition that colorful, 
consistently good shows can give 
the house a steady clientele that 
will make it a profitable operation. 
He’s apparently eschewing the 
idea that Latin names are the more 
important thing. Once he gets the 
house on a name policy, then he’ll 
fall into the class of the other His- 
panic variety showshops’ which 
stand or fall on the strength of the 
headliners. The Puerto Rico, for 
example, has cut down on the fre- 
quency of stage displays and only 
plays vauders when a_ strong 
enough headliner becomes avail- 
able. 

It’s estimated that current dver- 
all budget runs around $5,000 
weekly, which provides for Fausto 
Curbello’s orch, a _ collection of 
standard acts, a 14-girl line, color- 
ful costumes previously broken in 
at the Quarter, and sets that look 
like they’ve seen service at the 
downtown operation. The overall 
result is good entertainment. 

Walters’ major worry in booking 
this house will be the singing and 
talking acts. The standard dumb 
acts can go over in any language. 
In the first show he leans heavily 
on the latter category. With the 
Three Londons, the Florida Trio, 
ballerina Gloria Gilbert, and Ro- 
berto & Alicia, flamencoists, the 
initial show has the desired uni- 
versalitvy. The Londons, mixed 
trio, has the lads doing a funny 
brand of panto comedy hoofing, 
while the girl puts some touches of 
modernity to the act. Roberto & 
Alicia work the production num- 
bers as well as their own spot and 
naturally their violent heel-work 
is at home in this house, while the 
Florida Trio, direct from the LQ, 
do a golliwog turn that clocks 
a large amount of chuckles. Miss 
Gilbert’s ballet interps are fast 


enough to be admired in all 
languages. The Latin production 
terping is by Gil Galvan, who 


mixes serio and comedy terps to 
| good effect. 

| The lineup of singers include 
Chinita Marin, who provides a 
sexy note; Toni Gari, house singer 
and emcee, and Blanquita Romero, 
a gal of Kate Smith proportions, 
who’s chirping is incidental to her 
stage-shaking terping. 

Like the Latin Quarter, Walters 
has divided the -show into se- 
quences, with Mme. Kamerova rou- 
tines that have been used in his 
nitery operation. It’s a fast and 
colorful show in the best Walters 
tradition. 

The boniface-impresario is also 
attempting to build the trade on a 
price basis as well. Although 
opening night brought standees 
at $1.50 top. with the possible ex- 
ception of weekends, admission 
will be under $1 (considered low 
in these parts for houses with 
stageshows). It looms like a good 
entertainment buy, especially with 
a double feature screen accom- 
paniment. 

The San Juan current operation 
is in keeping with a trend that's 
been evident for some time in 
the Anglo vauders. The name 
palasts are having their headaches 
getting names at right prices, but 
the five and six act emporia keep 
on rolling along. Even the historic 
Palace, N. Y., is reopening on a 
non-name basis in competition with 
the headliner houses. 


Oriental. Chi 
Chicago, April 28. 

“Dick Contino Show,” Horace 
Heidt unit, with Contino, Jeanine 
Meister & Eddie Kreig, Mystery 4, 
Richard Olsen, Harold Peck, Don 
McIlvaine, Richard Melari, Glen 
Piggott, Tommy Check, Pepperettes 
(3), Carl Sands Orch; “City 
Across the River’ (U), 








Horace Heidt package needs 
heavy pruning and routining. As 





} 


| 


Lee-Barbour’s 1236, 


acts could do encores, but are not | 
estopped because of long bill. 
Finale \’ith square dancing and) 


'eall-back of performers might be) 4; 


okay for small houses, but creates 
a lag here. 

Contino opens the show with 
some extra fancy accordion stuff | 
but spoils overall effect with heavy 
grimacing and contortions. Mid- | 
way in program he scores with) 
“Caravan” and then near the end 
of the bill plays four numbers. 
As emcee he has an affable style, 
which goes over well. 

First of the amateur winners is 
dance team, Jeanine Meister & Ed- 
die Kreig. While youngsters im- 
press with terping, a faster number 
than “Jealousy” would register 
stronger. Mystery Four, group of 
juves with beat-up guitars, table- 
spoons and washtub, get guffaws 
for rendition of ‘‘“Mountain Music.” 
Richard Olsen. sings pleasantly, 
“Try a Little Tenderness,” and 
might have been allowed an en- 
core. Harold Peck finally gets in 
the groove with his dance interp 
of “Ritual Fire Dance” when he 
swings into jazz tempo for ending. 

Don Mellvaine shows promise in 
the comedy vein. He handled teen- 
age hecklers, topping all their 
quips. He does Victor Borge’s punc- 
tuated reading stint, which pre- 
sents a bit of a problem since 
Danish comedian is playing across 
the way at the Chicago. 

Richard Melari has some _ top- 
flight vocal impressions of Vaughn 
Monroe, Eimo Tanner, the whistler, 
Andy Russell, but is weaker with 
his apings of Al Jolson and Frankie 
Laine. Glen Piggot, accompanist 
for the show, has a neat solo hit 
with some fine boogie-woogie. Tom- 
my Check, nine-year-old drummer, 
has a fine sense of rhythm, beating 
out “The Sheik” on a set of skins 
and also does an imitation of Ted- 
dy Powell and. his stick and chair 
number. Pepperettes, femme trio, 
ramble through specialty, “I Didn’t 
Know the Gun Was Loaded” and 
drag through “Where or When.” 
Carl Sands orch backgrounds unit 
excellently. Zabe. 





Unit Review 








Borschicapades 
Portland, Ore., April 28. 

Mickey Katz vaude revue with 
Dave Barry, Patsy Abbott, Pietro 
Gentile, Sylvia Goldberg, Raasche, 
Rickey Lane, Joel Kay, Mickey 
| Katz’s Katzenjammer Band (6). 
At Oriental theatre, April 25; $6 
top. 





Mickey Katz’s’ two-and-a-half- 
hour fun-packed variety revue, 
titled “Borschtcapades” played a 
|one-niter at the 2,000-seat Oriental 
|theatre last Monday night to a 
| packed house. Layout had seven 
‘headline acts and Katz's RCA- 
| Victor Katzenjammer band. _ A\l- 
though some of the stuff is done 


in Yiddish, the delivery is such | — 


_that even patrons not understand- | 
ing the idiom get laughs. Outfit 
planed in from Los Angeles, where | 
it has been appearing for the past 
30 weeks. 


Dave Barry is the hit of the show | 
with his comedy and delivery. Guy | 
is known for his “Mr. Ripple” on 
the Jimmy Durante radio show. | 
Kept payees laughing for 25 min- 
‘utes with his stories, imitations, | 
and gags. Standout is his impresh 
‘of Winston Churchill and movie 

_seript skit. 

Patsy Abbott tees off shows with | 
her risque Yiddish songs. Rickey 
Lane follows with slick ventro | 
stint that goes over for plenty | 
laughs and applause. Sylvia Gold-| 

berg clicks with acro contortions. | 
Fast stuff is done on floor while | 
her slower beats performed on a 
tiny table. Pietro Gentile scores | 
|with his rich baritoning of Eng-| 
lish, Yiddish and Italian songs. | 
_ Begged off after three encores. 

Raasche, personable songstress, 
|/opens second half of show with 
folk songs for nice applause and. 
‘encores. Joel Kay, youthful comic | 
and son of the producer, scores 
with comedy songs and clownantics 
for plenty salvos. 

Mickey Katz and his RCA-Victor 
Katzenjammers pace show to per- | 
fection. Katz also emcees and re- 
prises former disclicks such as 
_“Tico-Tico,” “Haim Offen Range,” | 
| “Hershel at the Induction Station” 
|}and “Carmen Katz.” 





Plus 7, at Cleve. Palace 


Hollywood, May 3. 

Peggy Lee and Dave Barbour. 
combo will topline layout at the 
Palace, Cleveland, Aug. 11 at a 
$12,500 guarantee and a split of. 
the gross over $35,000. 
Out of her coin, Miss Lee will | 


is, there’s too much Dick Contino! pay all acts including Louis Jor- | 
and too many acts, many with little dan combo, reportedly getting $5,- 
professional value. In several cases 500, and two other acts. \ 





| time, that 





Palladium, London 
London, April 26, 
Danny Kaye, Ted Ray, Great 
exander Troupe (8), The Dun 
hills (3), Bobbie Kimber, Choca- 


| lateers, Dorothy Gray & Brother 


Zohra, Woolf Phillips’ Skyrocketg 
Orch. 





Danny Kaye, prime fave here 
and the yardstick by which alj 
American acts are judged, re. 
turned to the Palladium to receive 
an ovation which paralleled that 
of previous appearance. The age. 
clamation which greeted his return 
was not, as might have been ex. 
pected, from hysterical fans but 
from keen and excited vaudeville 
enthus.asts, many of whom had 
waited throughout the night to wel- 
come him. 


His success was never in doubt, 
The eager and impatient audience 
was only too willing to applaud 
every gesture and was dazzled by 
the artistry of his performance, 
his versatility and, above all, by 
his eagerness to please. 

Kaye breught over several new 
numbers for his Palladium stint, 
and the audience was enthralled by 
such songs as “Dem Bones,” “Fla- 
menco” and a gypsy number, but 


| the rapturous applause came when 


he responded to yells for ‘Ballin’ 
the Jack” and “Minnie the Moo- 
cher.” 

Occupying the entire second half 
of the show, Kaye was given su- 
perb dressing by Val Parnell, Pal- 
ladium impresario, with the Sky- 
rockets orchestra on the stage. 

On such an occasion the remain- 
der of the bill is inevitably dwarfed 
by the star attraction, but Britain’s 
own comic, Ted Ray, holds own 
with inimitable fiddling and fun- 
stering. Introducing Jittle new ma- 
terial from his previous show, he 
nevertheless earns rapid laughs for 
his quips. Also retained from the 
previous bill is the Great Alexan- 
der Troupe, performing their 
springboard acrobatics with ease 
and confidence. 

Opening the show are Dorothy 
Gray & Brother, a slick pair of 
aerialists with a wide range of new 
and ol@ stunts. Three Clheocala- 
teers, colored eccentric dancers, 
perform with great vigor and 
speed. Bobbie Kimber proves her- 
self to be a ventriloquist of con- 
siderable skill, although the act 
would improve with better mate- 
rial. Another dancing trio, The 
Dunhills. go through their hoofing 
with skill and polish and well de- 
served the applause they received, 
while Zohra, acre dancer, has an 
almost bewildering line of contor- 


tionism. 


But without decrying the merits 
of the supporting artists, it was 
Danny Kaye's evening and it was 
he the audience came to see. 

Myro. 


enemas 








Cinecolor-FC 


Continued from page 5 








proval. Some cross-holding of se- 
curities may continue, but on a 
much lesser scgje. The divorcement 
cannot return the stockholders to 
exactly the same position they held 
before the merger because, among 
other things, Alperson is not in- 
terested in reconverting his shares 
to give him ownership or manage- 
ment powers in FC. 

Donner people have objected to 
the splitup of the companies on 
the basis that FC is now moving 
into the black side of the ledger. 
They feel they are entitled to 
profit from that fact since they 
carried the company along during 
its growing pains. Bernhard, on 
the other hand, feels the two firms 
do not necessarily have compatible 
interests and he would do better 
by devoting his whole energies 
to FC. 

Cinecolor originally desired the 
merger in the thought that FC 


‘production would provide consid- 


erable work for the tint lab. How- 
ever, with FC now committed to 
a program of low- and low-medium- 
budgeters, there's little prospect of 
much production in color. That's 
one of the factors that has con- 
vinced the Donner estate to give 
up its opposition. - 
While Cinecolor is publicly- 
owned, Bernhard now holds about 


10% of the outstanding shares and 
| the Donner estate about 15%, 50 


that between them they exercise 
control. Bernhard, former Warner 


‘Bros. theatre topper, had bought 


control of FC shortly before the 
merger two years ago. In the sub- 
sequent marriage of the two out- 
fits, Bernhard and Alperson each 


got 40,000 shares of Cinecolor for 


giving up their FC stock. At the 
market rate of $6 a share at the 
amounted to $240,- 
000 to each of the men. Price 


has dropped, along with the rest 
of the market, to about $2.50 cur- 
rently. 
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All Love's Labor Lost as Farrell 
Finally Calls It Quits on ‘Love’ 





r uring money into “All¢ 
wr Love” for three months, Antho- 
ny B. Farrell is finally heaving in 
the sponge. The millionaire co- 
producer and theatre owner posted | 
a final closing notice backstage 
Monday night (2) at the Hellinger | 
theatre, N. Y. Finale is slated for 
Saturday night (7). There is a 
possibility that the notice may be 
cancelled by tomorrow night 
(Thurs.) if business improves, or 
if the industrialist-angel has a 
change of heart, but that is be- 
lieved unlikely. 

Closing of “All For Love’”’ still 
leaves Farrell with the huge Hel- 
linger theatre on his hands at the 
slack point of the season and with- 
out any prospects of a new book- 
ing. Although detailed figures 
arent available, the producer- 
financier is estimated to have lost 
over $2,000,000 thus far on his 
theatre and show operations. 

With an estimated operating nut 
of about $25,000, the losses on “All 
For Love” have been running as 
high as $20,000 a week. The show’s 
original cost was around $275,000. 
This is in addition to an estimated 
$300,000 loss last season on an- 
other revue, “Hold It,” and pur- 
chase of the theatre for a reported 
$1,250,000, plus around $125,000 
spent for renovating the house. 

Farrell might have backed the 
new Robert E. Sherwood-Irving 
Berlin musical, “Miss Liberty,” 
into the Hellinger if he had de-| 
cided sooner on the closing of| 
“all For Love.” He was approached | 
with such a proposition, but turned | 
it down to make a fight to keep 
“Love” running in an attempt to 
build a public for it. Meantime, 
contracts have been signed with) 
the Shuberts for “Miss Liberty” to 
go into the Imperial, N. Y., after | 
a tryout in Philadelphia. 


Unlisted Investors 


Share in Producers’ 
Slice of ‘Liberty’ 


Although only Robert E. Sher- 
wood, Irving Berlin and Moss Hart 
will nominally be backers of | 
their forthcoming musical, “Miss 
Liberty,” three equal slices of the 
$200.000 production will be shared 
with numerous small, unlisted in- 
vestors. Berlin will give portions 
of his interest to his three daugh- | 
ters and to several professional as- 
sociates, Hart will share his piece 
with his brother, Bernard Hart, 
and Joseph M. Hyman, George S. 
Kaufman and Max Gordon. Sher-| 
wood will farm out chunks to other | 
Playwrights’ Co. members and to. 
the firm’s regular backers. 

Billing for the show will list 
Sherwood, Berlin and Hart as co- 
presenters, but the Playwrights’ 
Co. office is being used as produc- 
tion headquarters and the firm's 
staff will work on the show, with 
Victor Samrock as general man-_ 
ager and William Fields as press- 
agent. Sherwood’s book and Ber- 
lin’s | score have been completed 
(subject to revision during re- 
hearsal and tryout) and the show 
is in process of being cast. 

Rehearsals Start May 13 under 
Hart's direction, with Jerome Rob- | 
bins Staging the dances, Oliver | 
Smith designing the scenery and 
Motley doing the costumes. Cast | 
so far includes Mary McCarty, 
Allyn McLerie, Eddie Albert, | 
Ethel Griffies, Philip Bourneuf, | 
Herbert Berghof and Charles 
Dingle. Premiere is scheduled for 
the week of July 4 at the Imperial. | 

- Y., after a three-week tryout | 
in Philadelphia starting June 13. 





} 





Circle’s Ofay ‘Lucasta’ 


= Hollywood, Mav 3. 

Philip Yordan’s “Anna Lucasta” 
Will be produced in its original ver- 
sion at the Coronet late this month 
by Circle, Players. 

Script originally dealt with a 
Polish family. Shelley Winters 
Will play the title role in the all- 
White original version with Rich- | 
= Benedict inked as _ Sailor 

ny. 





New Poughkeepsie Group 


Poughkeepsie, N. Y.. May 3. 

Three Saints Productions, new 
Organization, has announced plans 

present a year-around series of 
Plays and musicals in Poughkeep- 
ste and other eastern New York 
cities under jocal sponsership of 
Catholic youth units. 


isame 
icheckup of admissions 


| Harry 


Fain, Hilliard Ink 
For ‘My L.A.’ Cleffing 


Hollywood, May 3. 

Sammy Fain and Bob Hilliard, | 
by arrangement with Walt Disney. 
have taken over musie and lyrics 
chores on “My L. A.,” topical local 
revue which William Trenk will 
produce here this summer. They 
replace Johnny Green, who was 
forced to bow out due to pressure 
of assignments at Warners. 

Revue is based on Matt Wein- 
stock’s book of the same title, and 
Trenk plans it as a long-run local 
offering. If highly successful, a 
second company may be sent east 
but produeer’s basic plan is for lo- 
cal showing only with sketches 
changed at regular intervals to 
maintain freshness. 


N. Y. Probe Of 


Tix Brokers 


ticket | 





Full-seale probe of the 
scalping situation on Broadway 
was launched yesterday ‘(Tues.) by 
N. Y. Commissioner of Investiga- 
tions John M. Murtagh. Subpoenas 
were issued for about 31 ticket 
brokers, with indications that box- 
office men, house and company 
Managers, producers and theatre 
owners were be ¢alled next. 

Understood the investigation by 
the New York City official is not | 
related in any way to the reported 
probe of ihe “ice” situation by 
Internal Revenue agents, or the 
department's continuing 
tax pay- 
ments. Murtagh’s investigation is 
aimed at uncovering possible viola- 
tions of the New York ordinance 
limiting the premium on theatre | 
tickets to 75c each. Talk of whole- 
sale violations of the law have 
been rife on Broadway for months. 

The Investigation Commission- 
er’s sudden action on the theatre 
ticket situation is seen as a more 
or less open blow at the License 


, Commission, which has jurisdiction 


over ticket agencies. Presumably , 
Murtagh obtained clearance from 
Mayor William O'Dwyer before 
launching the investigation. 
Subpoenas served on_ brokers 
yesterday are returnable Friday 
morning (6). Agencies for whom 
the summons were issued include | 
McBride's, Turf, Supreme, Capitol, 
Joseph J. Newman, Abe Miller, 
Henry's, Newman’s, Hollywood, 
Broadway, Webb, Ziegler, Metro, 
Levy, Sullivan, Original | 
Tyson & Co., Tyson United, John , 
Ahearn, Acme, Johnny's, Jack 
Root, Sol Subber,. Gus Marrow, 


‘Green's, Jack's, Beckhardt’s, Alex- 


ander, Hickey, Louis Cohn, Miller 
and Phil Rosen. 


LEGIT CHOREGRAPHERS 
ADMITTED TO EQUITY 


Actors Equity has accepted the 
bid of the legit choreographers to 
be admitted into the union. It has) 
also given general approval of the 
terms the choreographers had sub- 
mitted for inclusion in the next 
contract with the League of N. Y. 
Theatres, covering pay and work- 
ing conditions for the dance direc- 
tors. Matter is now subject to con- 
sultation between members of the 
new group and Equity officials. 


Application to the union was 
made by a choreographer commit- 
tee last week including Helen 
Tamiris. Hanya Holm, Michael 
Kidd and Jerome Robbins. 








‘Heart’ for Omaha | 
Omaha, May 3 

First roadshow of 1949-50 legiti- 
mate season has been booked for 
Omaha by the World-Herald. It 
will be “Hasty Heart.”’ directed by 
Margalo Gilmore. 

World-Herald, encouraged by 
$5.000 one-day gross by “O Mis- 
tress Mine,” is determined to swell 
city’s roadshow visits next season. 
Tristates this year brought in five 
productions, all doing well. 


Bergner’s European Tour 


Elisabeth Bergner begins a Con- 
tinental tour next month, acting 
and reading excerpts from parts 
previously performed by her. Tour, 
which has already been guaranteed 
40 nights, will include visits to 


Theatre Guild Drops Subscriptions 
In South: Snarl on Refund Demands 


-¢ The Theatre Guild is discontinu- 


Austria, Germany, Switzerland and | 


the Lowlands. 
Bergner’s to German-lan- 
guage thesping after a lapse of 16 
years. 

She left. Germany for England 


Neturn ty Ganns lass Leo Carroll Heads 


in 1933 and in 1939 came to the | 


U. S., where she has appeared both 
in films and on the stage. 





Happiest Years 


Drops Only 256 In 
Unhappiest Week 


Despite stiff losses out of town 
and on the brief Broadway run, | 
plus various unexpected expenses 
because of union regulations, the 
production of “The Happiest 
Years,” which opened and closed 
last week at the Lyceum, N.Y.., 
involved a total cost of only about 





¥ 


Scholarship Group 
Leo G. Carroll is in charge of 
the selection this year of young 
actors to be admitted for a two- 
year course at the Royal Academy 
of Dramatic Art, London, begin- 
ning next fall. He heads a com- 
mittee representing the American 
National Theatre & Academy. The 
committee, including Helen Hayes, 
Gilbert Miller and others, will hold 
competitive auditions within a cou- 
ple of weeks at the Henry Miller 
theatre, N. Y. 
In previous seasons the Royal 
Academy selections were made by 
Margaret Webster, who wiil con- 


'tinue to pick young actors each 


$25,000. That's figured the lowest | 


budget 
larly for a flop show. 


Gertrude Macy, the producer, 


| originally estimated that she could 


do the Thomas Coley - William 
Roerick comedy for under $20,000. 
including a prospective loss of 


'around $5,000 on a road tryout. 


However, the show went into the 
red for almost $8,000 in two weeks 
in Boston, and the week’s stand on 


| Broadway dropped another $5,200. 


The production’s 51 backers are 
liable for a 25% overcall, so Miss 
Macy could almost get into the 
clear personally by calling for this 
extra coin, but she prefers to cover 
the over-budget expense out of her 
own pocket. She had already de- 
clined to make any provisions for 
paying herself a salary as business 
Manager on the venture. 

Original tentative budget for the 
show came to $14,250, excluding 
tryout loss. Even after running 
into several unexpected union re- 
strictions that raised preliminary 
expenses, the production cost only 
$10.500 to take out of town. First 
week's receipts in Boston were $5.- 
460 and the loss $3,868. Second 
week's gross was $4,805 and the 
loss $3.797, partly due to a cut in 
the theatre terms granted by Lee 
Shubert. Additional expenses in 
Boston were the $650 hotel bills 
for Miss Macy, the authors, direc- 
tor and scene designer for the two 
weeks. 

Cost of bringing the production 
into the Lyceum was around $625. 
of which the theatre paid around 
half. Advertising expense was 
about $1,200 for the show and $700 
for the theatre. Gross for the 
week was $4,002.50 (including 


around $2,000 on the premiere’, of | 


which the show’s share was $2.50. 
Company expense for the week 
was around $5.000, plus about $200 
to remove lighting equipment, etce.., 
from the theatre. 

Breakdown of the preliminary 


, budget, comparing the actual costs 


with Miss Macy’s original esti- 
mates, includes the following: di- 


| rector’s fee, $1,000 ‘originally esti- 


mated at $2,000); designer, $1,000 
(estimated $750); scenery, includ- 
ing painting. $1,456 (estimated 
$1,400); props, $222 ‘estimated 
$400); electric equipment, $310 ‘es- 
timated $100); costumes, $1,279 
‘estimated $1,500); pressagent, 


$774 ‘estimated $1,400); general, 
$400 ‘estimated $500); transfer, 
$400 ‘estimated $400); company 
manager, $600 (‘estimated $600): 
stage manager, $450 (estimated 
$600); assistant, $24 (estimated 


$300): cast, $1,200 (estimated $1.- 
600); theatre rental for rehearsals, 
$918 ‘estimated $1,000); office ex- 
pense, $600 ‘estimated $600): re- 
serve for overages, none ‘estimated 
$1,000). No bonds had to be posted 


with any unions. 





Picon for 2d Ave. 


Molly Picon, the comedienne, 
and her husband, Jacob Kalich, are 
set as the new star and producer, 
respectively, of the Second Ave- 
nue theatre, N. Y., which Irving 
Jacobson will operate as a Yiddish 
legiter in 1949-50. 

Miss Picon will be seen in a 
series of musicals in which Jacob- 
son and Mae Shoenfeld are to be 
: featured. 


in several years, particu- | 


season for training with the Old 
Vic theatre company in London. 





Extra Doormen 


Sought for Hits 


Employment of an_ assistant 
ticket-taker at theatres in which 
smash hits are playing will be 
sought by the Legitimate Theatre 
Employees Union, Local B-183, in 
its next contract with the League 
of N. Y. Theatres. Present pact ex- 
pires at the end of August and’ 
negotiations for renewal will start 
during the summer. 

Situation at the Majestie, N. Y.. 
where “South Pacific” is playing to 
standee trade all performances, has 
brought the need for a_ second- 
ticket-taker to a head. Attendance 
at the musical is so great that it 
tends to jam the outer lobby and 
sidewalk around curtain time. This 
is particularly inconvenient to pa- 
trons arriving at the last minute to 
pick up tickets reserved in ad- 
vance. 

As at other theatres where heavy 
trade tends to clog the lobby. the 
house manager or some other staff 
member sometimes opens a second 
door and collects some of the tick- 
ets. But the union figures that an 
additional employee should be 
hired to share the load with the 
regular ticket-taker. Producers 
generally agree, but there’s a ques- 
tion about the pay scale for the ad- 
ditional doorman. 

Present contract between the 
LTEU and the League covers, be- 
sides ticket-takers (scale, $36 a 
week). second balcony ticket-takers 
($24.50), stage doorman ($39), chief 
usher ($27), directress ($22.50) and 
ushers ($20.50). 


BOB HUTTON QUITTING 
‘ADAM’ IN CHICAGO 


Chicago. May 3. 

Bob Hutton, lead in “Mr. Adam” 
at Blackstone theatre. gave notice 
to producer Jack Kirkland last 
week, so he could return to Holly- 
wood and a pic deal with Columbia. 
Hutton’s departure, May 11, has 
Kirkland hunting for a_ replace- 
ment, with little success so far. 
Bill Terry of “Big Knife’ was ap- 
proached but Terry nixed offer at 
last minute. Lead will probably 





|; not be a name, according to Kirk- 


land. 


Ironic twist that puts another 


kink in “Adam” is announcement 
| by femme lead Elisabeth Fraser of 


her departure in about eight weeks 


| because she’s going to have a baby, 
a role she portrays in the play. 
Miss Fraser is wife of screen actor: 


Ray McDonald. 

In face of all this, plus fact that 
city officials are not too happy with 
“Adam” and have been considering 
censoring legiter, Kirkland is de- 
termined to keep “Mr. Adam” run- 
ning. Production needs around 
$10,000 here to break even, and 


| b.o. has registered around $11,000 


for first two weeks, but exploita- 
tion costs have been exceptionally 
heavy because of hopped up radio 
and newspaper campaign. 


COOKSEY INTO ‘ALLEGRO’ 
Chicago. May 3. 
Curtis Cooksey will replace Wal- 
ter Davis as Dr. Denby in Chi 
company of “Allegro” May 8. 
Musical, now at Great Northern. 
will also drop Wednesday matinees 
sfor Sunday night performances. 





‘ing its subscription setup next sea- 


son in the south, except for Rich- 
mond. Instead, it is proposing 
the establishment of a Theatre 
Guild - American Theatre Society 
Playgoers Assn. This would have 


no subscribers but would maintain 
a mailing list for shows booked in- 
to the remaining five cities by all 
managements during the season. 
Idea is to encourage the routing 
of touring companies through the 
south, so a subscription setup can 
be revived in the area at a future 
time. 


Reason for dropping the sub- 
scription setup for 1949-50 is that 
a large portion of the subscribers 
have demanded refunds for the two 
shows not forthcoming out of the 
promised schedule of four this sea- 
son. In calling for refunds, in- 
stead of being willing to apply the 
money toward the 1949-50 sched- 
ule, these subscribers indicated 
they would not renew for next 
season. The Guild had hoped te 
get an extension of the subscrip- 
tion so as to include “Streetcar 
Named Desire” and some other 
show for next season. But the 
subscriber resistance stymied the 
plan, so the whole setup is being 
cancelled. 

Cities in which the subscription 
program is being dropped are At- 
lanta, Dallas, Ft. Worth, New Or- 
leans and San Antonio. These, 
plus Richmond, were added te the 
subscription list only last season. 
Total of* approximately 6.500 sub- 
scribers were represented in the 
five spots, plus about 1,700 in Rich- 
mond. It’s figured about 5,000 
“members” can be obtained in each 
town for the Theatre Guild-Ameri- 
can Theatre Society Playgoers 

Continued on page 52) 


Milton Shubert Gets P.A. 
Post for Shuberts; Plan 
Memorial for Greneker 


Milton Shubert has been ap- 
pointed director of public relations 
for; the Shuberts, succeeding 
the late Claude Greneker. The 
son of a sister of Lee and J. J. 
Shubert, he has been a member of 


the Shubert theatre and produc- 
tion staff in New York for about 25 
years, as has his cousin, John 
Shubert, son of J. J. “Commander” 
Milton Shubert, as he is known to 
the staff, will retain the title of 
assistant to president Lee Shubert. 

Although he is not a member of 
the Assn. of Theatrical Press 
Agents & Managers, the appoint- 
ment of Milton Shubert apparent- 
lv has no union angle. It’s point- 
ed out that unless the Shuberts 
produce a show, for which the 
ATPAM-League of N. Y. Theatres 
contract requires them to hire a 
union p. a., they do not have to 
employ anyone in such a category, 
or may have an “outside” one if 
they choose. Further, if and when 
they do hire a union p. a., he would 
presumably be under the supervi- 
sion of Milton Shubert. 

The Shuberts intend to erect a 
memorial to Greneker, as “found- 
er” of the firm’s press depart- 
ment. 


Sennett Settles On 
‘Shoes’ Out of Court 


Los Angeles, May 3. 

Mack Sennett made an out-of- 
court settlement of his $250.000 
damage suit against Monte Proser 
and Joseph Kipness, producers of 
the current Broadway stage musi- 
cal, “High Button Shoes.” 

Sennett charged the defendents 
with using his name without au- 
thorization. He -received a “sub- 
stantial amount.” 


Bea Lillie’s Mink Pilfered 


Cleveland, May 3. 
Mink coat valued at $8,500 was 
‘stolen from Beatrice Lillie’s hotel 
room here while the English, come- 
dienne was playing in “Inside 
U.S.A.” at the Horna last week. 
Police figured she was victim 
of an inside job Garment was in- 
, sured. 
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Strawhatters Squawking at Upped 
Royalties for Recent B'way Hits 


Strawhat operators are up in*® 


arms over a move by several play ¢5) another character man, too, in- 
agents to increase the usual Toy- agmuch as Donald McClelland is 
alty schedule for stock rights to ctil) in “Light Up the Sky.” 
certain recent Broadway hits. | 
Some of the rural showmen are re- | 
fusing to book the shows, while! Abingdon, Va., May 3. 
others are apparently quietly dick- Plans are currently under way 
ering for better terms, but mean- for a unit of Robert Porterfield’s 
while makirg plans to present the Barter Theatre to play in north- 
plays in question, even at an in- - —e for Rw sage unit 
creased royalty. to tour the entire state on one- 
One of the shows specifically night stands. mee 
mentioned is “The Heiress,”’ on oi atace ata wee 
— hye nang ge n= Tagg 7%, burg from June 20 to Sept. 3. Per- 
portedly a = © a 1 formances will be given in the Lu- 
royalty, ” contrast to ‘me ar ray auditorium Thursday and Fri- 
4% rate. Fact that Basil Rath- day nights, and Saturday matinee 
bone, star of the Broadway pro- anq eves. The Middleburg Civic 
duction, is available for stock pres- Center will present performances 
entations, is seen as a factor in the on Sunday, Tuesday and Wednes- 
upped asking terms. However, day eves. 
some of the strawhatters, who last 
season successfully resisted an at-| Brenda Forbes ae re 
tempt to send out just one pro- *hicago, May 3. 
pane ll of “Voice of the Turtle’; Brenda Forbes’ summer theatre, 
at increased rate, are planning planned for this season's operation 
not to book “Heiress” at more than in a curling rink housed in a quon- 
the regular scale. |set hut on Chi’s northshore, will 
At its regular meeting last week probably have to wait until 1949-50 


the Summer Stock Managers Assn. | 5¢4son before getting under way. 


ng ar Although more than two-thirds 
voted approval of the new Equity ; 
regulations governing  strawhat of the required $80,000 has been 


. snsge pledged, construction problems de- 
employment. The session was also layed the project, with no substi- 
marked by a protest voiced by Guy tute playhouse found as vet. 
Palmerton because no summer cia 
theatre managers have been in-| 
cluded on the permanent steering Hoboken, May 3. 
committee formed after the re- The Rialto, winter legit house 
cent state-of-the-theatre confer- here, will operate as a strawhat 
ence at the Astor hotel, N. Y. |this summer under the manage- 
|ment of William Hunt. House will 
|; employ an all-Equity resident com- 
pany, which will be supplemented 
by guest stars. 

The 1,000-seater will open June 
27 with a $1.99 top during the week 
and a $2.40 top Friday and Satur- 
day eves. Patricia Gibney will be 
the general manager, with other 
posts, including the resident com- 
pany, undecided as yet. 








Porterfield’s Plans 








Hoboken Strawhat 





Bergner in ‘Amphitryon’ 


Falmouth, Mass., ‘May 3. 
Elisabeth Bergner, for whom 
Jean Giraudoux originally wrote 
“Amphitryon ’38,” will guest-star 
in the comedy at Richard Aldrich’s 
Falmouth playhouse at nearby 
Coonaimessett late this summer. S. 
N. Behrman’s adaptation of the 
play was done on Broadway some 
years ago by Alfred Lunt and Lynn 
Fontanne. | . awd 

Also on the new theatre’s sched-, _,, Peterborough, N. H., May 3. 
ule is Sir Cedric Hardwicke’s first Blithe Spirit” is scheduled as 
strawhat appearance, as star in the opening bill of the Peterbor- 





‘Spirit’? for Peterborough 


Tt 
cational Theatre Assn. in Chicago. 


| 


| Opera Co. | 


ait 
* e- 

Association is composed of about Inside Stuff 
2,000 college and civic theatre di- =a 
rectors. 

Protest against the action of Anthony B. Farrell, co-producer and 
backer of “All For Love,” in hiring a special train on the New Haven 
to bring Connecticut playgoers to see his revue, was made to the rail- 





‘Modiste’ for San Antonio 
San Antonio, May 3. 





| “Madamoiselle Modiste” will road by Samuel J. Friedman, press agent for “Lend an Ear,” not by 


open 23d season of light opera in the latter show’s producers themselves. William R. Katzell, one of th 

the Sunken Garden theatre here “Ear” producers, said he had no knowledge of such a protest an 

June 10. . ~:.,.| added, “There are certain portions of the show (‘All for Love’) which 
Sponsor is the San Antonio Civic y enjoyed very much.” 


Friedman beefed to the railroad on the ground that Farrell's specia} 
train might be confused by the public with one of the “Show Trains” 
Strawhat Jottings ‘scheduled by the New Haven for Broadway hits. One of the “Show 

Chapel Playhouse, Guilford, Trains” brought playgoers to last night's (Tues.) performance of “Ear.” 
Conn., starts a nine-week season Friedman feared Farrell’s train might put a chill on the whole “Show 
July 2.. Harry Rosen opens his, yrain” scheme. 

Greenbush Summer Theatre, Blau- According to Sam Boyer, a vice-president of the New Haven, the 
velt, N. Y., June 21 with “One |. iiroad must provide a speciai train for anyone who pays fo 

: .” Also planned # tere Spee a Sar cngene pay r one. He 
Sunday Afternoon added, “We expect to run our ‘Show Trains’ once a month, and we wil] 


ol Vee pagel om continue to operate these trains in connection with established suc. 


ir his (Tenn.) cesses.” F é , ‘ : 
Sok “has Sennien ben achodalad It’s figured another situation involving a privately-chartered special 


“Song of Norway” as the opening theatre train probably won’t arise again, as no other producer of an 
bill. June 27, to be followed by unsuccessful show could afford to hire one. 

“Firefly,” “Student Prince,” 
“Naughty Marietta,” “Gypsy The growth of the American National Theatre & Academy parallels 
Love,” “The Mikado,” “The Choco- the Arts Council of Great Britain in its formative stages, except that 
late Soldier” and “New Moon”... | anTaA is operating without subsidy, whereas the Arts Council ig 
|Mt. Gretna (Pa.) cg aay Rong om financed by the British government. That observation was made by 
an 11-week season under the pro- | Basil Dean, English author-director-producer and former head of ENSA, 


=. — = pcg Ba ‘the British wartime entertainment organization which was the fore. 


P » ; runner of the Arts Council. 
oa a iy SI vag Type: According to Dean, theatre production has boomed in Great Britain 
North.” “The Man Who Came to under the Arts Council program, with relatively little cost to the gov- 
| Dinner,” “Kiss and Tell,” “The!ernment. The great lack, at present, is sufficient new scripts, but new 
'Barretts of Wimpole Street,” “The | playwrights will develop in response to the opportunity, he believes, 
|Show Off” and “Night Must Fall.” The London showman shrugs off criticism of the Arts Council with the 

Claude Horton will operate the remark that a certain amount of squawks in inevitable and the answer 
Cragsmoor (N. Y.) theatre in asso- | ig that the program is working. 
ciation with Henry Baker and Iso-| 


bel Elsom.. Tryout of Stanley Indicati ‘ ’ 2 : P 
> ; 6 " ndication of the bitterness of the rivalry between Minneapolis and 
| Richards’ new play, “The Proud 


| ” Sad , , St. Paul is seen in the violent reaction to recent reports in Varisty 
ad he Boltnort ——_ B ad , about legit grosses in the two cities. An extreme case-was a column 
tre, L. I. Barn opens a 10-week Several weeks ago by Paul Light in the St. Paul Pioneer Press, attack- 
season June 28 under the joint; ing Les Rees, Varigety’s correspondent in Minneapolis, for “writing 
management of Lesley Savage and smear stories about St. Paul.” According to the column, “Variety 
| Jeanne Burke.. Kay Francis opens continues to publish his misleading gush.” 
the Bucks County, New Hope, Pa., Apparently the columnist has missed other b.o. stories from Rees, for 
season June 3 in “Let Us Be Gay” | various of these have reported poor grosses for certain shows in Min- 
.. George Schaefer engaged to di- | neapolis and sizable gross for certain shows in St. Paul. And Light 
rect the Hilltop theatre, Luther-' failed to mention a Page 1 story in Variety the day before his column 
ville, Md_.. Tallulah Bankhead and appeared, under the heading, “Mpls. Fears It’s a ‘Lost Horizon’ for 


the New York company of “Private | eo; hows.” T Lcsas camel , : : : 
Tieaa* Wik tik tie aimaene cir. | Legit Show's. he piece carried _Rees’s byline and a Minneapolis 
dateline. 
cult May 31 when they open a 
two-week engagement at the Olney = - iis ; a : 
|(Md.) theatre. Other barns to be | Death of a Salesman,” recipient of the N. Y. Drama Critics Circle 
| visited are the McCarter theatre, | award as the best play of the season, received further kudosing 
| Princeton, N. J., the Falmouth | in current issue of Fortune magazine in review by A. Howard Fuller, 
|Playhouse, Coonamasset, Mass.,| president of the Fuller Brush Co. Fuller’s- critical appraisal, angled 
_and the Marblehead (Mass.) Sum-| from a salesman’s point of view, noted that the central figure of Willy 
'mer Playhouse . Mary Kinch will | Loman not only represents the salesman as a class, but in a “deeper, 


! 














“Winslow Boy,” the week of July 0USh Players’ 10-week season be-|choreograph “The Common Glory,” | psychological sense, he is Everyman who finds he must create another 
11. Tallulah Bankhead opens the 8!Mning June 29. Barn’s produc-/| scheduled to open its third season | personality in order to make his way in ‘the world, and therefore has 


: “Pri ives.” tlons are under the supervision of | at the Lakeside amphitheatre, Wil-| sold himself.” 
a al in 5A gg —. Edith Bond Sterns, and will in-|liamsburg, Va., July 1. John Baird, , aa 


Hayes is slated to appear the week clude “All My Sons,” “Years Ago” 


of Aug. 22 in a tryout of William and possibly an original musical. 
McCleery’s “Good Housekeeping.” 


Fuller also felt, as did the majority of critics, that 
“nearly everyone who sees it can discover some quality displayed by 


| recently chosen director of the Willy and his sons that exists in himself and in his friends and rela- 


1949 season, has re-staged the en- 


Bernard Welch will handle the|tire production Guy Kibbee tives. It is this close identity between the audience and the characters 


Martin Ritt will be resident stage direction and Paul Burtelson the | scheduled to make barn appear- that lends such poignancy to the tragedy.” 


director for the spot and Robert S€ts. 
Gundlach will be scene designer. | 
Aldrich is operating the spot in| 
combination with his Cape play- 
house at Dennis. 





Finish Albany Season 
Albany, May 3. 





Youngstown, May 3. | weeks, were “The Barretts of Wim- 
Arthur Sircom has resigned as pole Street” “John Loves Mary,” 
director of the Youngstown play- “On Borrowed Time,” “Dear Ruth” 


house, local little theatre group. and “Kiss and Tell.” 
He will return to Dennis, Mass., 
this summer for his 10th season as employed. 
director of the Cape playhouse. | 

Stager’s exit from the local outfit 
was in protest over being called. 
on to direct plays for children, 





Stock Plan for Mentor, Ohio 
Mentor, O., May 3. 


talent. Season has been the most theatre if negotiations now in prog- 
successful in the group’s history, ress with the Western Reserve His- 
and plans have been drawn up for torical Society, for permission to 
the building of a new $250,000 use the coach house at the Presi- 


theatre. ,dent James A. Garfield home, ma- | 





| terialize. 

West Newbury’s 10-Wk. Season Several New York actors would 

West Newbury, Mass., May 3. be brought here to play leading 

West Newbury summer theatre, ‘oles. 
under the production reins of Carl 
Friedan, starts a 10-week season | J ; 
June 27. This year the manage-. Pittsburgh, May 3. 
ment is intensifying its campaign Wilma Spence, who was to have 
for subscriptions and theatre par- co-starred with Lawrence Brooks 
ties in order to offset an expected in “Song of Norway,” opening 
drop in business, which may re-| summer opera of the season week 
sult from the unemployment of of June 6, has been forced to bow 
yd oe in the nearby town out of commitment. She’s to be- 

‘rence. ; 

Included among the plays to be ak élite Ta tae poste — 

put on by the resident company Others set for the cast include 


are “Home of the Brave,” “Arms ‘ , . 
and the Man,” “The Heiress” and Nancy Kenyon, Donald Clarke. 


“You Can't Take It With You.” Di- 208¢Ph Macauley, Robert Bernard 
rection will be handled by Dave 44 Maria Svetlova. 


Lifson. 
Rich’s patavete Stint 
White B _ Easton, Pa., May 3. 
1g Mg «ag A Eddie Rich, who operates the 
White barn theatre, local straw- —e Muste Hall, at Clinton, 
hat, will open its second summer °*° J., near here, will bring his 
season June 18 and run through company to the Little Theatre at 
middle of September. It'll be co- Lafayette College for one weekly 
managed again by Carl Low and ee this summer. 
Clay Flagg, both of whom will also |. ch has made arrangements 
be resident members of the com- with the college to have his com- 





Spence Out of ‘Song’ 








pany. pany appear there Monday even- |. 


Norma Winters and Darthy ‘8°: 
Hinkley, in troupe last year, are re- 
turning again. Norma Connolly’ 
(Susan Joyce), who made a big hit - Boston, May 3. 
as the ingenue a summer ago, Eldon Winkler, managing direc- 
won't be back since she’s under- ‘or of the Wellesley summer the- 
studying Mary Welch in touring 4tre, to serve as chairman for the 
“Streetcar Named Desire.” and section on acting at the National 





Winkler Named 


Low and Flagg will have to look Convention of the American Edu- 


A resident Equity company was 


* 





j} ances this summer in “On Borrow- | 
|ed Time.” | When a large bat swooped down from the loft during the first act of 
| a performance of “O Mistress Mine” at the Texas theatre, San Antonio, 
| recently, Sylvia Sidney fled in terror from the stage. The show was 





| Maleolm Atterbury closes a 26- | | subsequently resumed and ti i i i 
 saiee-paataes oF eae antes te Added Strawhats | q y nd continued without further interruption, as 


i | playhouse here Friday (6). Among 
Sircom Quits Youngstown | the plays presented, each for two 


the bat didn’t reappear. However, the actress and other members of 
the cast remained jittery for the balance of that and two more per- 
formances in the house. 

Presence of bats is not unusual in the lofts of old theatres, opera 
— and Se reg poe Maga yg don’t fly around when the 
_houses are occupied an ighted. In many such spots employees 
number of strawhats to 176 so far. equipped with nets on long bamboo poles caliente ‘conduct Snipe 

CONNECTICUT | against the invaders. 


| Brookfield: Nutmeg Playhouse; 
| Leon Michael, 2 W. 86th St., N. Y. | 


The following summer theatres, 
not previously listed, will operate 
this season. Equity - franchised 
spots are designated (EF) and non- 
| Equity (N). This brings the total 





Samuel J. Friedman, whose stunty exploitation as special press agent 


._| (ED. | was credited with boosting attendance for “At War With the Army,” 
This village will become the cen- | KENTUCKY : ‘ te sapaaereeaas aan 


whom he described as having no ter of an ambitious summer stock | 


iateeiiililten, at the Booth theatre, N. Y., has been dropped by the management since 
mpamne- the gross has receded in the general post-Easter slump. The move was 
' (musicals) (E) at Friedman’s own suggestion, after it became necessary to pare the 

ery : operating expenses for the comedy. Michel Mok, who has been on a 


MAINE _run-of-the-play contract as regular p.a. since the show went into produc- 
Harrison: Deertrees theatre; tion, continues on the assignment. 
Robert H. Harris (EF). 


MASSACHUSETTS Theatre Guild last week sounded out Joe E. Brown about replacing 
Martha’s Vineyard: Rice Play- Jose Ferrer in “Silver Whistle’ when latter leaves the Broadway hit in 
house, East Chop; Franklin Trask, few weeks to make a picture (“Methinks the Lady”) for 20th. -Guild 
| Plymouth, Mass. (phone, Plymouth sent Brown a script to read in Pittsburgh, where he was appearing in 
; 3349) (E). “Harvey” at the time. Comic’s closing in that show end of May would 
) Chatham: Monomoy _ theatre; coincide with departure of Ferrer for the Coast. Brown confided to 
Mary B. Winslow (E). intimates, however, that he’d like to rest all summer at his home in 
MICHIGAN _ Hollywood and didn’t think he’d take up the Guild no matter how at- 
Ann Arbor: Drama _ Season; tractive the offer. 
Lydia Mendelssohn theatre (E). | 


NEW HAMPSHIRE ' Recent showing of Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo at Erlanger, Buffalo, 
Concord: St. Paul’s school; Nick resulted in plenty bad will for the house. Troupe was scheduled to do 
_Wandermacher (N). two shows, Sunday afternoon and night, with matinee skedded for 3 
NEW JERSEY o'clock. Late arrival of the ballet and rehearsal resulted in public 


aan an Rialto theatre; William being kept outside the theatre long past starting hour. 


Lake Hopatcong: Lakeside the- , 
atre; Hannah Grad Goodman. Pe mrentigh ay oweny: has booked “Madwoman of Chaillot” as its a 
| NEW YORK , the finale for its season. Outfit is also offering patrons sea 


Chatham: Crandell theatre; C. “As ee Ga Ge” ir a a a Oe! 


Louisville: [roquis 
atre; George Gans, Maurice Settle 











Dayton La Pointe (FE). 

Fayetteville: Famous Artists Play- 
house; Murray Bernthal; E. R. 
Vadeboncover (E). 

Watkins Glen: Summer theatre; 
Charles Deane (E). John B. Kelly, local politician, 
ne ee , pinata . play- former Olympic rowing champion | meeting in New York May 20. 

» SaaCmae) lanentaal (2). jand brother of dramatist George} According to the Fund's prexy, 
OHIO ’ | Kelly, has authored his first play, Walter Vincent, the organization 

__ Bowling Green: Bowling Green “The Four Walls of Home,” which distributed approximately $260,000 
| State Univ. summer theatre; Fred- the amateur Philopatrian Theatre to needy thespers during 1948. AD 
erick G, Walsh (N). | Guild will present May 19-21 at average of 250 actors weekly re 
} TENNESSEE | St. Edward’s theatre here. Piece | ceive support from the Fund, while 

Gatlinburg: Gateway Stock Co.; is described as an anti-Communist | 24 persons are currently in the 
John Richards (E). | drama. | Actors Fund Home in Englewood, 

VIRGINIA | Another brother was the late'|N. J. There have been 96 burials 

Richmond: Summer theatre; Ber- Walter C. Kelly, who headlined in| since the Fund’s last annual meet- 

tram Yarborough (E). ivaudeville as “The Virginia Judge.” | ing. 


—— 


Actors Fund to Meet 


Actors Fund of America, now 87 
years old, will hold its annual 





John B. Kelly’s 1st Play 


Philadelphia, May 3. 
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Total Broadway Grosses 


The following are the comparative figures based on VaRirry’s 
boxoffice estimates, for last week and the corresponding week of 
last season: 


This Last 

Season Season 
Number of shows current................. secant 27 27 
Total weeks played so far by all shows........... 1.129 1,208 
Total gross for all current shows last week. $629,800 $565,000 


Total season’s gross so far for all shows. . . $26,745,400 $26,481,500 
Number of new productions so far............... 63 58 


‘Allesro’ $25,800 Finian’ 246, 
Roberts 22/4 G San Carlo 596, Chi 


Chicago, May 3. 








—-———- 











. 
First week of daylight saving ‘ , 
ime nicked legit despite sunny - 
A General drop was felt, Ice Record 1186, L.A. 
except with “ Allegro, which é ’ * 
picked up over first stanza. Cheek Folds in Red 
‘Finian’s Rainbow’ continues 
downward in 13th week, pulling Los Angeles, May 3. 
out May 21. “Mr. Adams” dipped Local legit hits a new low this 
below profitable margin in second week, with only Ken Murray's 
week, while “Mr. Roberts” con- | “Blackouts” still alight at El Cepi- 
tinues near-capacity in 33rd stint. tan. Also in town is “Ice Capades 
San Carlo Opera Co., after 10 at Pan-Pacific, which racked up a 
erformances, vacated Opera new record gross last session, but 
ouse Sunday (1). “Inside USA” L. A.’s other standard legiters are 
into Shubert theatre May 23. dark 
Estimates for Last Week “Tongue in Cheek”’ shuttered at 
“Allegro,” Great Northern (2d Las Palmas Saturday (30) after six 
week) (1,500; $4.94). Theatre Guild weeks, grossing total of $35,600. 


ubscriptions helped increase. Musical earned back about one- 
kay $25,800. third of its production cost during | 
“Finian’s Rainbow,” Shubert that period. It will undergo ex- | 
(13th week) (2,100; $4.94). Con- tensixe revamping before essaying 
tinues downward. Needs around a July 4 date at the Geary in San 
$29,000 to break even; n.s.g. over Francisco. Las Palmas, meanwhile. 
$24,000. rekindles May 16 with “Love in 
“Mr. Adam,” Blackstone (2d Upper Sandusky,’ comedy now 
week) (1,358; $3.80). No notices trying out at a tiny theatre in San 


posted, but not faring profitably; Fernando valley. 


maybe $7,500. | Estimates for Last Week 
Pr ” “ (33 d - 3 F 
Mr. Roberts,” Erlanger (33r “Blackouts of 1949,” El Capitan 


} : : we . j > ll 
yaa $4.33). Still excellent (358th wk) (1,142; $2.40). Slid 
San Carlo Opera Co., Civic | Slightly to $16,500. 
(Ist week) (3,800; “Ice Capades of 1949,” Pan Pa- 


Opera House 
$3.71). Closed Sunday (1) after 10 cific Aud (2d wk) (6,150; $3.60). 
| Wow $118,000, best any of John 


performances. Fine $59,000. 
Harris’ blade editions has ever 


‘ p Wks fs Seeaee ee See a 

OKLA.! STRONG IN | 4, Toneue “4 Cheek.” Las Palmas 
(6t ? ) if . + ¥ 4 ing 

PORTLAND, ME., 35 frame's's: : 





: hopes although just above the 
No. 1 ee eee 3. »» profit margin. Earned back about 
a een ee ahoma*’ $9000 of its $29,000 production 


grossed almost $35,000, strong, last 
week at the 2,.200-seat State here. 
a moved this week to 

Jorcester, Mass. 

Last time Portland enjoyed com- | 
parable engagement was 1931 visit 
of a “Student Prince’ company at 
the now-razed Jefferson theatre. 


‘Brigadoon’ $35,000 


cost before closing. 





Current Road Shows 


(May 2-15) 
“Allegro” — Gt. Northern, 
(2-15). 
| “Annie Get Your Gun’—Music 
| Hall, Houston (3-5); Texas, S. An- 
tonio (6-8): Conv. Hall, Tulsa (10- 


Chi. 





4 11); Conv. Hall, Hutchinson (12); 
For Fine Detroit Wk. Music tia, Kc. 13-14 a 
“Blackouts of 1949’°—El Capitan, 


Detroit, May 3. 

I Bay ry and the Shubert- 
afayette are dark this week. The ; 
rey wn reopen May 9 with “In- — (2-9); 
side U. S. A.” The Shubert re- “: ” 
mains dark for at least another Brigadoon’—Murat, Indpls. (2- 
week. 

“Brigadoon” drew an excellen 
35,000 last week, upping the gross 


L. A. (2-15). 
“Born Yesterday”’—Royal Alex., 
Colonial, Bost. (9- 


t Des Moines (12-14). 
“Finian’s Rainbow” — Shubert, 





; Chi. (2-15). 
or the fortnight’s run to $72,500. “Gayden” — Plymouth, Bost. 
| (2-7). 
‘Okla!’ Neat $24,800 “Great Waltz” — Curran, Frisco. | 
: | (2-7). 
In St. Louis Repeat “Harvey” (Fay Co.) — Virginia, 


Wheeling (3); Weller, Zanesville 
(6-7): Town Hall, Toledo (9-15). 

“Harvey” (Brown Co.)—Broad- 
way, Denver (2-7); Aud., Pueblo (8); 
Chief, Colo. Spg. (10); Capitol, 
S. L. City (12-13). 


o St. Louis, May 3. 

“Oklahoma'” rang down the cur- 
tain of the local 1y4¥-49 season at 
the American theatre Saturday 
(30) with a neat $24,800. Musical, 
scaled to $4.27, played eight per- 


fotmences. P. was the ninth week aan Shoes” — Hanna, 
visits to this burg. The ~ «a, 3 ; ” f 
last w 7 ; I Know My Love” — Geary, 
Geseuaner: a two-week stand in prpicog (2-15). 


“ J on incy 
Season was shortened by two ag yy aa Cincy 


weeks due to inability of Manager “ ” c 

he Beisman to book ‘Make Mine | ay Bye gy Payee 
anhattan” and “Inside U. S. A.” 
or the American. 


Ready Coast Musical 


Hollywood, May 3. “O Mistress Mine”—Aud., Jack- 
Legit musical “By All Means” is son (2); Aud.. Memphis (3-4); Tem- 
being readied here by Arthur Pier- Ple. Birmingham (5-6); Aud., Mont- 
son, Gene Ellis and Scott Farn- %0™mery (7); Carolina, 
Worth under the banner of Cable (9): Car., Spartanburg (10); 
Productions. Pierson, who directed Charlotte (11); National. 
The Fighting O'Flynn” at Uni- 
Versal-International, plans to open 
it in San Francisco in July. 


Madison (7); Davidson, Mil. (9-15). 
“Mr. Adam” — Blackstone, Chi. 
(2-15). 





car. 
Greens- 


Raleigh (14). 

“Oklahoma!” (No. 1 Co.)—Aud.. 
Elli Worcester (2-4); Aud., Hartford (5- 
“lis and Farnworth now are at 7) Palace. Manchester (9-15). 
work on the book. Stan Keyawa is “Oklahoma!” (No. 2 Co.)—Aud., 
cleffing. with Barney Ide working Kalamazoo (2-4); Quincy. Ft. Wayne 
on the lyrics. (5-7); Erlanger, Buff. (9-15). 


| “Present Laughter”’—Aud., Hart- 
Shows in Rehearsal 








ford (2-3); Acad., Northampton (4): 
Shubert. N. Haven (5-7); Royal 
“Mie , pe Alex., Toronto (9-15). 
in xm _Liberty’—Robert Sher- “Respectful Prostitute’—Harris. 
rte, Berlin-Moss Hart. Chi. (9-15). 
“H espectful Prostitute” and “Streetcar Named Desire”—Cox, 
ope Is the Thing” (road)—Las- Cincy (3): Par, Toledo (5-7); Hart- 
sor Grosberg and New Stages. man. Col. (9-15). 


~ 


frame’s $5,100 considerably below | 


7); Omaha, Omaha (9-11); KRNT, | 


Mpls. (2-4); Aud., St. Paul (5); Aud., | 


“Mr. Roberts” — Erlanger, Chi. 


Greenville | 


boro (12); Car., Durham (13); State, . 


‘Laughter’ NSG 136 


In 2d Philly Week. 


Philadelphia, May 8. 

Nary a legit in Philly currently, 
and there won't be, from all indi- 
cations, until the Forrest relights 
June 13 for a three weeks’ tryout 
of the big Irving Berlin-Robert 
Sherwood musical, “Miss Liberty.” 

Walnut, Locust and Shubert are 
shuttered for the season without 
hardly any chance of reprieve; if 
any other last-minute booking 
shows up it will be shoved into the 
Forrest late this month, but that 
looks very doubtful. 

“Present Laughter” couldn't 
quite hit $13,000 in second and 
final week at the Forrest: Noel 
Coward revival dropped about $500 
from first week. That represented 
just a shade over an even break 
for comedy, but local show people 
are at a loss to understand why the 
Edward Everett Horton’ vehicle 
didn't do better. Notices and word- 


| 


of-mouth were both _ favorable, 
weather breaks were okay and 
show didn’t have an iota of op- 
posish. 





Bainter- Gayden’ 
-NSG 56 in Hub: 
‘Gibbons’ $4,500 


Boston, May 3. 
Only openers this week were 
“Gayden,” the Gant Gaither offer- 


ing at the Plymouth, and the Bal- | 
let Russe De Monte Carlo at the | 


‘Opera House. ‘“Gayden” got fair 
| notices, mostly on the strength of 
Fay Bainter’s return, but did poor- 
ly at the b.o. The ballet did a big 
advance biz and opened very 
strong. Others current are “Medea” 
at the Shubert and “Mrs. Gib- 


bons’ Boys” at the Wilbur, and | 
this seems to about wind up the/ den 


Hub’s season. 
Estimates for Last Week 


Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo, | 


Opera House (lst week) (3,000; 
$4.20). Opened very big on Thurs. 
(28) for wow $20,000 on its first 
four performances. Remains 
throughout this week. 

“Gayden,” Plymouth (1st week) 
| (1,200: $3.60). Club business and 
plenty of interest in Fay Bainter’s 
first here in many years failed to 
offset mild notices; about $5,000. 


| “Medea,” Shubert (3d week) (1,- 
750: $3.60). This one had a special- 
ized audience and did very big the 


first two weeks but the third 
plunged to $12,000. 

| “Mrs. Gibbons’ Boys,’ Wilbur 
'(2d week) (1,200; $3.60). Never 


| caught on and just about got by on 


its second week at a slim estimated | 


$4,500. 





Ballet Russe Fine 61,G, 
Webster’s Bard 41G, N.H. 


New Haven, May 3. 

Shubert, on part-time basis last 
week, had two days of Ballet Russe 
for fine business and two days of 
Margaret Webster's Shakespeare at 
sO-SO gross. 

Former, in two performances 
(26-27) at $3.60 top, approximated 
a good $6,500. Latter, in two mat- 
inees and two evening shows (29- 
30) at $3 top, caught an estimated 
| fair $4,500. 


Current last half with “Present 


|/rough going: down to $19.600. 


| dav night 


Laughter” (5-7) looks like season's | 


legit finale. 


‘Harvey’ 121G, Pitt 
Pittsburgh, May 3. 
Legit season at Nixon closed on 
a low note last week when Joe E. 
Brown came back in “Harvey” and 
got only $12,500, far cry from the 
biz he did at same place year and 
a half ago. 
At that time. Brown played three 
weeks and wound up final stanza 
with close to $30,000. 








| ‘Harvey’ 6G, 1-Niter 

Kansas City, May 3. 
Frank Fay brought his “Harvey” 
company to the Music Hall for a 
single performance April 27, and 
played before a sellout house. At 
$3.66 top, gross was $6,000. It was 

fourth time comedy played here. 
A & Presentations brings in 
“Annie Get Your Gun” for the sec- 
ond time this season, opening May 
13 for three days. Follow immedi- 
ately with “Brigadoon” for a week 
beginning May 16; first time in 

tewn for this musical. 


‘ate conditions: 


‘of standees again. but a few less 


.@o (17th wk) (C-1.077; $4.80). 


| (82d wk) (M-1,900; $6). 


B'way Spotty; Happiest Years Flops, - 


Charley’ Capacity 376, ‘Ear Loud 316, 
Traitor’ 12G, ‘All For Love’ Folding 


Attendance followed the tradi- | sisted the general conditions, but 
tional pattern last week on Broad- eased a bit to over $20,200. 
way, reacting sharply from the pre- “Medea,” City Center (D-3,025; 
ceding Easter week spurt. Re-! $3) Return engagement of Robin- 
ceipts for the first part of the week son Jeffers’ version df Euxipides’ 
were better than expected, but classic, presented by Guthrie Mc- 
tapered off in the latter half. From Clintic; opened Monday night (2), 
oe spe laa roe: will continues for two weeks. 
¥s — stl our ag ; hag aes | “Mister Roberts,” Alvin (63d wk) 
generally become _ steadiers two (CD-1.357: $4.80). Had a few empt 
weeks after the holiday stanza, but Poca tt — the om oe 4 at ho ted 
will shrink slowly thereafter until ;-“"".,‘ . wen Snes 
ates seeheneeel but standees other performances 
: : ; ulled the week’s take to approxi- 

Three arrivals this week are the : *PP 


mate capacity; $34,000. 
return engagement of ‘Medea,’ a" ph te , Dee? Diet 
plus the openings of “Bruno and! pV (¢} 939. ~_- oys, _ Music 
os aw —e “p ce ae ox (C-1,012: $4.80). Play by Will 
Sidney” and ‘“‘Mrs. Gibbons’ Boys. Glic ; ~~ ie ‘ 
_ ; " — i tlickman and Joseph Stein, pre- 
Next week brings ‘“Gayden,” and sented by Geor Abbott: ' 
the season's schedule ends the fol- joni ong (Wed ) — a Ce 
lowing week with the return of a oe 
“Man and Superman.” Closing last | Private Lives,” Plymouth (30th 
week was “The Happiest Years,” wk) (¢ -1,062: $4.80). Seasonal 
with “All for Love.” “Private trend, plus general slump condi- 
Lives” and possibly other shows tions, finally bringing an end to 
folding this Saturday night (7). _ potent revival; closing Satur- 
Estimates for Last Week ta 
Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), ,~ “jy Whistl ” Bil ’ 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), k) (C920: eet ae (23d 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). aaa going but rl Gunke maak 
Other parenthetic figures refer at $14,900. _ bins , 
. oe a “South Pacific.” Majestic (4th 
melding 7o amusemen a0. wk) (M-1.659: $6). Same figure 
However, estimates are net; 1.e., every week, everything the theatre 
exclusive of tax. can accommodate; nearly $50,600. 
“All for Love,” Hellinger (14th  “Streetear Named Desire,” Barry- 
wk) (R-1,543; $4.80). As with most more (74th wk) ((-920; $4.80). 
other shows on the list, business Joined the general slide, but am- 
sagged last week from the post- ple profit at $21,000. 
holiday peak; $4,500; closing Sat-! “The Traitor.” 4{ 
; or,” 48th St. (5th wk) 
urday (7). (D-917; $4.80). Business s 
: Re ; 917; ; siness spotty 
“Along Fifth Avenue,” Imperial |.here, but was better than expected 
(16th wk) (R-1,472; $6). Also felt last week: about $12,000. 
the general downbeat; sagged to “Two Blind Mice.” Cort (9th 
about $18,000. wk) (C-1,064; $4.80) Theatre 
“Anne of a Thousand Days,” parties last week boosted the take 
|'Shubert (21st wk) (D-1.378: $4.80). | to $11,300; management has start- 





|Slid a bit, but not as much as_ ed using “twofers.” 
'some other offerings; okay operat- “Where's Charley?” St. James 
ling profit at $26,600. | (29th wk) (M-1,509; $6). Proving 


“As the Girls Go.” Winter Gar- | one of the strongest runners of the 
(24th wk) (M-1.519: $7.20). list; bucked general conditions to 


'Started the week strongly, but draw another capacity week; $37,- 
| failed to hold the pace, so the final 800. 


POP var withthe Arms.” nonin CAT-CANARY’ NG $4,000, 
FOLDS IN BALTIMORE 


“At War With the Army,” Booth 
Baltimore, May 3. 


(8th wk) (C-712;: $4.80). Hit by 
the general decline; back into the 
“The Cat and Canary” essayed a 
run at Ford’s here last week and 


red at $9,400. 
“Big Knife,” National (10th wk) | 
failed to click at estimated $4,000. 
Revival called it quits with an 


(D-1,172; $4.80). Theatre parties 

hopped up attendance and _ the)! 
‘announcement of an attempted 
| rewrite and modernization for sub- 





gross responded with a nice $17.- 
000; management started’ using 
| two-for-ones this week. 
“Born Yesterday,” Miller (169th 
wk) (C-940: $4.80). Eased with the) ..,,,, aed 
‘field. but still in the black at around | °duent Playing. 
$10.500. - At the Maryland, second sesh of 
“Bruno and Sidney.” New Stages, Anna Lucasta” picked up con- 
(C-299: $3). Play by Edward Caul- | siderably with lifting of picket line 
field, presented by New Stages; | after theatre announced unre- 
‘opened last night (Tues.). | Stricted admission to Negroes over 
| “Death of a Salesman,” Morosco | the entire house. Healthy figure 
| 





(12th wk) (D-931: $4.80). Same Of, better than $12,000 claimed 
every week, with the limit of , after initial try estimated at $6,000. 
lstandees all performances; over | 

$24.400. 


4 : re \6 ? : 
moraine, Saar Tuseee, cate | Streetcar oat 
000 in Cincy 


all the house wil! hold, but com- 
missions on several theatre parties 
Cincinnati, May 3. 


limited last week’s gross to about 





$22.500. ' A profitable local legit season 
“Edward, My Son,” Beck (31st ends this week with “Inside U. S. 
wk) (D-1,214: $480). Felt the 4” in the 2,500-seat Td¥t at $4.92 


top, a new high, for nine perform- 
ances. “Streetcar” Named Desire” 
pulls out of the 1,300-seat Cox to- 
night with a $22,000 for 12 show- 
ings in nine days at $4.31 top. 

Theatre Guild _ subscriptions 
helped “Streetcar” at most per- 
formances. 


‘U.S.A.’ $32,200 in Cleve.; 

‘Shoes,’ ‘Finian’ Follow 

Cleveland, May 3. 

One of the Hanna's top grosses 
for a musical revue this season 
/ was racked up last week here by 
“Inside U. S. A.,” with Beatrice 
Lillie and Jack Haley. Eight per- 
formances at $4.95 top ‘incl. taxes) 
pulled $32,200. 

“High Button Shoes” checked 
into the Hanna Monday for two 
weeks. House closing its seasén 
after “Finian’s Rainbow” the week 
of May 30. 


‘Superman’ 156, Seattle 


Seattle. May 3. 

“Man and Superman” ‘Maurice 
Evans) grossed slightly under $15.- 
000 in eight performances at the 
Metropolitan. The  1,500-seater 
was scaled from $3.75. 

There’s an indicated sellout for 
Lunt and Fontanne, opening May 
21, in “I Know My Love.” House 
scaled from $4.50. 


“Goodbye, My Fancy,” Fulton 
(24th wk) (CD-966: $4.80). Slipped 
a bit. but still had a comfortable 
Margin at over $20.000. 

“Hanpiest Years,” Lyceum (lst 
wk) (D-990; $4.80). Closed Satur- | 
(30) after a full week, 
(eight performances): only $4,000. 
including $2,000 on the opening. 

“High Button Shoes,” Broadway 
Without a 
sizable advance sale. this longrun, 
musical reacts sharply to immedi- | 
slid to $28,200. 

“Kiss Me Kate,” Century (18th 
wk) (M-1,654; $6). With the limit 





press seats, the week’s gross edged 
up a trifle to a new high; almost 
$47.200. 

“Lend an Ear.” Broadhurst (20th 
wk) (R-1.160; $6). Was slightly af- 
fected by the trend, but nearly ca- 
pacity at better than $31,700. 

“Life With Mother,” Empire 
(28th wk) (C-1,082; $4.80). Has an- 
nounced June 4 closing, with a 
road tour slated for fall; off to 
nearly $14,000. 

“Light Up the Sky,” Royale (24th. 
wk) ‘(C-1,035; $4.80). Was hurt less | 
than it might have been, possibly 
because of the two-for-one trade; 
$14,900. 

“Love Life,” 46th St. (30th wk) 
(M-1,139: $6). Felt the general 
—- a bit; eased to under $20.- 





“Madwoman of Chaillot,” Belas- 
Re- 
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Plays Abroad 


A Woman in Love 
London, April 27. 


Envoy Productions presentation of com- 
edy in three acts by Michael Redgrave, 
Diana Gould, from the French of Georges 
de Porto-Riche. Directed by Redgrave. 
At Embassy, London, April 26, °49. 
Etienne Michael Redgrave 


| Workmanlike performances come 


Germaine.........0.6-: Margaret Rawlings 
Madeleine...........+-+:; Sulwen Morgan 
oS re ire: Michael Hordern | 
Madame de Chazal..... Catherine Salkeld | 


ees ete se Jane Cotton 


fadame Henriet / 
Cabe . Jenny Laird | 


Catherine Villiers..... 





Rarely has a play been titled so 
aptly as this last-century plece 
from the French which has only 
recently been translated into Eng- 
lish. Title in fact completely sums 
up the content, and the entire pro- 
duction is devoid of action and 
concentrates solely on the theme 
of a women in love with her hus- 
band. Although boasting two stars 
in Michael Redgrave and Margaret 
Rawlings, it is unlikely that it will 
have sufficient staying power to 
make the three-mile journey trom 
Hampstead to the West End. 

Throughout the three acts there 
is nothing but a constant duolog 
between husband and wife on the 
subject of marital love, with an 
occasional interruption from an- 
other character on the same theme. 
The play has obviously been writ- 
ten more for effect than coherence 
and the dialog, in the first act 
particularly, consists of a stream 
of unrelated epigrams. 

Although directed and _ staged 
with considerable eare, the out- 
moded theme makes it an odds-on 
fight for the cast. Redgrave and 
Margaret Rawlings battle bravely 
and are backed up by a small but 
polished cast. Their teamwork, 
however, is not able to overcome 
the fundamental weakness of a 
poor play. Myro., 


7 Y 
Twice Upon a Time 
London, April 22. 
Henry Sherek and Philip Booth presenta- 
tion of drama in three acts by Tedwell 
Chapman. Directed by Wallace Douglas. 
At St. Martin’s, London, April 21, ’49. 
Mrs. Martha Rand.....Hilda Bruce-Potter 


Mee WE 4 50 6 ok cd ncuens Beckett Bould 
le .. SPREE Prater Joyce Heron 
Richard Campbell........... Guy Verney 
Barbara Hane ....-.cceoss .. Carol Marsh 
Christopher Reagen.... Robert Beatty 


Dr. Charles Stevens... 
Katherine Hemingway 


Edward Chapman 
..Genine Graham 


An improbable theme, with only 
average dialog and unimaginative 
situations, hurts this new Tedwell 
Chapman play. It’s lacking in ap- 
peal for American audiences. 

Hitherto quiet Rand homestead 
in the Midlands is disturbed by the 
arrival of a mysterious American, 
who knows every member of the 
family, every corner in the house, 
and is determined to restore the 
family fortune with a formula for 
making bells out of pig iron. Even- 
tually, the mystery unfolds, and 
the strange visitor turns out to 
have been a friend of the Rands | 
son who died in a Jap prisoner of 
war camp, and had spent four years 
in a mental home before escaping | 
to England with the fortune-mak- 
ing formula. 

Entire theme revolves around 
the American, but the amazing fa- 
cility with which the women fall 
in love with him and his knack of 
foretelling what is to come lack) 
conviction. This, however, is in no. 
measure due to the acting of Rob-| 
ert Beatty, and it is mainly his, 


SAMUEL FRENCH 


SINCE 1830 
Play, Brokers and 


Authors’ Representatives 


25 West 45th Street, New York 
7623 Sunset Bivd., Hollywood 46, Cal 

















'edy in three acts (one scene) by Joseph 


| Ballet Theatre’s Plans 
| For London Date in Sept. 


| Plans are being set for appear- 
| skill that holds the piece together. | ance of the Ballet Theatre in a 


London house for four. weeks in 
from the small cast, notably Joyce , September, 
Heron, Guy Verney, Carol Marsh 
and Edward Chapman. They can- 
not, however, transform this arti- 
ficial piece into a solid entertain- 
ment. Myro. 


Sir Charles B. Cochran, in associa- 
tion with Sir Laurence Olivier. 
Charles Payne, BT rep, returned 
to N. Y. Monday from a trip to 
| England to discuss the booking. 
| The engagement would replace the 
| one originally planned for Covent 
Garden, London, in July. 


British booking would set back 
the start of Ballet Theatre’s U. S. 





All Soals Night 
Dublin, April 20. 


National Theatre presentation of trag- 


Produced by Ria Mooney; set- 


Tomelty. é 
a At Abbey, Dublin, 


tings, Vere Dudgeon. 


April 19, ’49 * national tour next season to 
Katrine Quinn.... , Marie Keane ; es s : pi iF 
John Quinn Michael J. Dolan November. Troupe is finishing a 


three-week stay at the N. Y. Met 
this weekend, but there is possi- 


Raymond MacNally 
Joan O’Hara 


Michael Quinn... as 
Molly Trainor.......+s. 


THUPHSOR.....cccve " Walter Macken ad : : . 
Tom Byers.. oewoneee Harry Brogan bility of\ extension, with troupe 
A Figure Larry Gallagher dancing next Friday-Saturday-Sun- 


a tin -. | day (13-15) if union problems are 

Author Joseph Tomelty, who is hurdied 
manager of the Ulster Group The- . 
atre, has provided a strongly real- Be. 
istic drama for two acts. It con- 
cerns a small Irish east coast fish- 
ing village, and revolves about a 
shrewish woman, Katrine, hoard- 
ing every cent she can save by 
skimping on the food for the 
family, and sending her two sons 
to their death by her avarice. 

Set on All Souls Night, when the 
dead are said to revisit their for- 
mer homes, the play’s third act 
brings back the spirits of the two 
dead sons to comment on their 
mother, and finally the spirit of 
Katrine, murdered by her husband 
for causing the death of the second 
youth. 

The realism of the play’s first 





their songs and dances together are 
tops. Claude Daltys is both beau- 
tiful and funny as the Colonel’s 
wife, and Sabine Andre as the 
chorus girl, Loulette, brings vi- 
tality to a stock character. The 
dancers are all pretty, and what is 
more, actually dance. Costumes 
and scenery are so-so, but not un- 
attractive. Fred, 


Aber Ninette 
(But Ninette) 
Vienna, April 12. 


Franz Stoss production of operetta in 
three acts. Stars Marika Roekk; features 


wo acts is verv strong. with par- Walter Mueller, Stefan Skodler. Staged 
3 : = i : i lire ti by Pig by Stoss Music, Alexander Steinbrecher; 
iculariy sound direction Dy 4 lyrics, Hermann Kind; book, Michael Har- 
Mooney and some fine character. ward; scenery, Otto Liewehr; costumes, 
playing by Michael J. Dolan, as/ perdaso; choregraphy, Dia Luca. Al 
the father; Maire Keane, as Kat-| Ninette....................Marika Roekk 
rine; and Raymond McNally—one INICOMNG. 6.66 000% occ+s Ore Zimmermann 
of the Abbey’s most promising JOTOME.. 0 0c cevoscicscoecs Stefan Skodler 
. co ~l t . Michael os ee Ob 068s 0bSb 80 Walter Mueller 
young men—as the son ichael. OO | RCE Terre Paul Kemp 

This play should have a good | Detective......... oveeess Heinz Conrads 
chance outside Ireland because of JuUdge.....-+...+--+-++-: Ernst Nadherny 





its picture of fisher-folk life, and 
because the idea of timing the 
action for All Souls Night does not 
make the reappearance of the dead 
seem particularly out of place. 
This return scene demands careful 
setting, lighting and movement. It 
looks like Tomelty has a winner. 
Mac. 


By introducing burlesque oper- 
etta producer-manager Franz Stoss 
has surprised Vienna’s oldfashioned 
conventional operetta lovers. Show 
should yield good biz, and may de- 
velop into a real hit. 

Book by Michael Harward (pen- 
name for C. Braun) has plenty of 
punch. Rich man living in seclu- 
| sion invites a singer to give a per- 
| formance in his home. He poses as 
his own servant 
sought by police for an alleged 
theft. Later it turns out that his 
own lawyer was the culprit. 

Marika Roekk in title role cashes 
in heavily. Stefan Skodler, as 





Ignace 
Paris, April 12. 
Theatre de VEtoile and Jules Borken 
presentation of operetta in two acts (five 
scenes). Book and lyrics by Jean Manse: 
music by Roger Dumas. Directed by 
George. Dances and chorus direction by 
Paul Lambert; scenery and costumes by 
Luska; production director, Borkon. At 
Theatre de l’Etoile, Paris. 


NT PRA ere er Irene Hilda ar > sj , ‘a 
Semmens 85599 4759" 02% 9 +5 an ae — sings excellently and pro 
Victoire... ..-- Claudette Donald Vides a striking stage presence, | 
The Colonel’s Wife... Claude Daltys | while Walter Mueller in a comic 
Monique ae ee Jacqueline Comte ar 2 . | 
eee CEE bcc cscccecésss .-Raoul Marco part tops the show. Paul Kemp 
The Captain......------- ). Rambert | €nd Heinz Conrads contribute two 
Serge eee ee er Roland Leonar | very funny roles. 
Des Orfraies ....cccecsseccsees Orbal | F ‘ 
BE cabs dedasaaebukets Fernandel| Music and lyrics measure up. 
eS See ee erry ree Sabine Andre ‘Bulli-Bulli’”’ is the outstanding 
_ - hit, while “Dreams Come True” 
Fernandel s popular film, “Ig- and “Manzanares” run second and — 
nace,” has been turned into an third. Dancing as such is large- 
equally popular operetta, which ly incidental. Dia Luca ballet is | 


the comedian will probably be able the best in town. 
to play off and on, whenever he | 
feels like it, for the rest of his) 


Maas, 





life. It is a rapidly-paced, very | Ingen Gar Fri 
funny show, with the star as a/| (None Shall Escape) 
bumbling aid to a vague, be- Malmo, Sweden, April 21. 


wildered colonel with a beautiful, | _ Malmo Stadtsteater production of drama 
domineering wife. | in five acts by Stig Dagerman. Stars Eric 


J ‘ ;< | Malmberg, Bengt Ekroth, Nancy Dalunde, 
That the interest seldom lags is Irma Christensson, Eva Stiberg, Stina 
due both to Jean Manse’s funny Stahle. Directed by Dagerman. Set by 


lines and the expert direction of Svante Runermark. At Intima Teatern, 


Jules Borkon. It might have been Malmo 


P a. | SABUS LAME. 2 ccc ccccnce: Eric Malmberg 
a one-man show, but while Fernan- Bengt..........2...0¢.... Bengt Ekroth 
del dominates the action, a more — ee ee Nancy _Dalunde 
than competent cast is there to ‘alice Um fag 
keep him on his toes. Raoul Marco Frida............-. ......5. Stina Stahle 


is extremely amusing as_ the 
Colonel and Orbal is also amusing 
as his friend, Des Orfraies. Irene 
Hilda as the maid, Annette, is a 
splendid foil for Fernande!, and 





Author Stig Dagerman has writ- 
ten a realistic drama about some 
ordinary people that will have 
tremendous appeal here, and 








should have interest abroad. In 





SPECIAL 


67TH ANNIVERSARY 


Will Be Held at the 


The Public, Too, 


New York City 
Friday, May 20th, at 2:30 P.M. 


All Those Connected with the Theatre 
Are Cordially Invited 


writing this yarn about a widower 
and his son, both in love with the 
same woman, playwright has 
shown a deep understanding of his 
subject, which he projects through 
some fascinating characters. 

Kngt Lundin shines in role of 
the widower and Bengt Ekroth 


NOTICE 


ANNUAL MEETING 


. turns i d 
The Actors’ Fund of America his. son, ‘Femme’ is. excellently 


Irma Christensson, | 


portrayed by 


FULTON THEATRE while Nancy Dalunde isn’t given 


too much to do as the’ son’s 
fiancee. Dagerman’s direction is 
good. Wing. 





Longhair Shorts 


Elaine Malbin, NBC’s soprano, 
will make her grand opera debut 
as Musetta in “La Boheme” with 
the San Carlo Opera Co. at the 


Are Welcome 


The Meeting Will Be Addressed by the 
Eminent Dramatic Critic ond Lecturer, 


JOHN MASON BROWN 


No Solicitation of Funds 











Center theatre, N. Y., May 13... 
Mr. and Mrs, Samuel A. Lewisohn 
throwing a_ cocktail party for 
Mayor William O’Dwyer and the 
Lewisohn Stadium Concerts Com- 
mittee May 12 Efrem Kurtz, 
who just finished his first season 
as conductor of the Houston Sym- 
phony, will conduct at Lewisohn 


Stadium, N. Y., week of Aug. 1. 


| 
| 


’ 





Legit Bits 











When Adrienne 


way edition of “Edward, My Son” 


en, 


Six Musicals Programmed 
For Fall Cleve. Season 


, Cleveland, May 3. 
Isaac Van Grove has already out. 


Allen with-| lined a program of six musicals, 
under spensorship of | draws from the cast of the Broad- with “Song of Norway” as the first 


/one, for the Cleveland 500 Light 


at the end of the season she'll go| Opera Co.’s fall season in ciyie 


to England with her husband, at- 
torney William Whitney. She'll be 
succeeded by Carol Goodner as 
femme lead in the Robert Morley- 
Noel Langley drama...Latest in 


auditorium. 

Teeing off Oct. 7 with 10-day 
run of opener, Van Grove, as gen. 
eral director, will follow it with 
“Carmen Jones,” “Naughty Mari. 
etta,” “Chocolate Soldier,” “Sty. 





pressagent-critic relations: Mar- 
_jorie Barkentin and Michael 
O’Shea gave a birthday party) 
Thursday night (28) for Robert 


because he is | 


Garland, N. Y. Journal-American 
aisle-sitter...Jerry Whyte, musical 
production manager for the Thea- 
tre Guild, sails May 13 on the} 
Queen Elizabeth to 0.0. the West 
End edition of ‘Oklahoma!’’.. 

Martita Hunt given star billing in 


‘“‘Madwoman of Chaillot” Robert 
E. McEnroe, author of “Silver 
Whistle.” working on two new 


plays. 

Ferris Hartman sails this week 
for London and Paris to scout sev- 
eral shows for his brother Paul 
Hartman. Latter had intended mak- 
ing the trip himself, but he and 
his wife, Grace, are continuing as 
co-stars of “All for Love,” besides 
doing a television series Sunday 
nights on NBT for Textron. While 
overseas, Hartman will also go to 
Italy for confabs with Katherine 
Dunham regarding her possible fall 
appearance on Broadway. 

Henry Senber, back from a sea- 
son pressagenting the Maurice 
Evans tour in “Man and Super- 
man,” leaves Saturday (7) for Dal- 
las, where he'll drumbeat for the 
Starlight Operettas this summer 

Seymour Raven, of the Chicago 
Tribune drama and music depart- 
ment, due in town early in June to 
catch the shows...Greg Davidson, 
a VARIETY mugg-ess in Chicago, 
will stop off to 0.0. the Broadway 
shows the first week in June, on 
her way to attend a medical con- 
vention in Atlantic City with her 
husband...And Mike Kaplan, a 
mugg in the rag’s Hollywood of- 
fice, will be in town early in July, 
en route to Israel Sam Zolotow, 
of the N. Y. Times, was elected 
chairman, Vernon Rice, of the 
Post, vice- chairman; Marie Torre, 
of the World-Telegram, treasurer, 
and Leo Shull, of Show Business, 
secretary, of N. Y. drama report- 
ers’ group. Luncheon meetings will 
be held the first Monday of each 
month, but the members haven't 
| yet agreed on a name for the qut- 
fit. 
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Assn., since the latter will merely 
involve a mailing list without obli- 


gating patrons to buy tickets for | 


any show. 

Of the four shows promised this 
season, only “Carousel” 
| Mistress Mine” were actually pre- 
/sented. Of the others tentatively 
promised, 
| was withdrawn by its producer be- | 
fore it reached the south, 


and “O) 


“Command Decision” | 


dent Prince” and “Vagabond 
King.” Next month he is taking a 
busman’s vacation to stage 
“Wheels-a-Rollin” show for Chi- 
cago’s railroad fair. 


College Show 


Mr. Osear 
(Columbia University Players) 


Columbia University Players’ 
tion of musical in two acts (18 scenes), 
Directed by Preston K. Munter Book, 
John Ott; music, Richard B. Chodosh; 
lyrics, Frederick J. Duhl; settings, N, 
Thomas Nordquist; musical direction, 
Donald Raytkwich; choreography, Clare 
Shiel; additional material, Sorrell Booke 
and Joseph McDermott; additional lyrics, 
Robert Laguaidiz. and Ferde Monijo. film 
sequences, Hamilton Films. At McMillin 
theatre, Columbia U., N. Y., April 27, "49; 
$2.40 top. 

Cast: Robert Laguardia, Sorrell Booke, 
Joseph McDermott, Alan Wagner, Robert 
Milch, Geoffrey Gates Brown, Sav Pan- 
zarino, Allan Turnbull, Dudley Flamm, 
Barry Alan Grael, Tony Caldwell, Herbert 
Genfan, Milton Levine, Arthur Leb, Gene 











Produce. 


Hamilton, Donald Raytkwich Myron 
Winick, Levon Boyajian, Richard Sher- 
man, Samuel Kaplan, Henry Parsont, 


Curtis Davis, Robert Dollison, James Ham. 
mon, James Rocks, Charles Dickinson, 
Alan Obre. 

Columbia’s University’s Players, 
whose roster of past hits reads like 
a who’s who of modern-day show 
biz, have presented an engaging, 
spirited varsity production in “Mr, 
Oscar,” a satire on Hollywood pic- 
ture-making. It was put on = 
week at the McMillin theatre o 
Columbia U. for four days (April 
| 27-30). 

There is nothing in the show 
to suggest a future Dick Rodgers, 
a Larry Hart or a Howard Diets 
—all of them alumni of Play- 
ers’ shows—though “Oscar” has a 
number of amusing moments as 
performed by the all-male under- 
| graduate cast. 

The authors have thrown in 
everything while depicting what 
| they assume to be the more hu- 
morous side of Hollywood, includ- 
\ing a couple of actual film se- 
| quences made especially as a 
sidelight to this show. There is the 


usual pony ballet of beeftrust 
males, and it gets its quota of 
laughs. 


The songs are of student calibre, 
while the book has a tendency to 
exaggerate a little too much the 
| foibles of the film capital. But for 
students and their families, at 
| whom this is aimed, there is bound 
to be considerable amusement. 
Kahn. 





THOMAS WOLFE PLAY SET 


New Haven, May 3. 
Thomas Wolfe’s only play, “Man- 


the nerhouse,” will be given its initial 


| Miriam Hopkins edition of “Happy /performance beginning Thursday 


' Birthday” collapsed on the road, | Bight (5) 


the Louis Calhern revival of ‘The | 
Play’s the Thing” folded during | 
its initial date in Philadelphia, Ba- | 
sil Rathbone in “The Heiress” 
didn’t do well enough on tour to 
warrant taking it into the south | 
and “Streetcar’’ played so long in | 
Chicago that it couldn’t be routed 


through the south this season. 


According to Lawrence Langner, 
co-director of the Guild, a major 
factor in the organization’s failure 
to fulfill its four-show commit- 
ment was lack of cooperation of, 
other Broadway managements who 
might have permitted their pro- 
ductions to play on Guild subscrip- 
tion. He reveals that he at a re- 
cent meeting of the League of 
N. Y. Theatres brought up the) 
situation in the south, and that the 
members agreed that more coop- 
eration is needed than has previ- 
ously been given the Guild. 








Sorel Prods. Inc. 
Albany, May 3. 
Sorel Productions, Inc., chart- | 
ered to produce theatrical and 


radio productions, as well as com- 


/mercial and industrial shows, with. 


offices in New York City. 
Directors are Felicia Sorel, Al- 
bert Gordon and Kitty Gordon. 


and continuing through 
Saturday night (7) by the Yale 
Dramatic Assn, in the University 
theatre here. 

Drama was scheduled for pro- 
duction in New York last fall by 
New Stages, but was subsequently 
dropped. 


SUMMER 
THEATRE 


FOR RENT 


BOARDWALK LOCATION 
Not Renewing to 
HENLOPEN PLAYERS, INC. 
Contact J. L. LIPSKY 


HOTEL HENLOPEN, Inc. 
Rehoboth Beach, Del. 



































APT’S FOR RENT 


Beautiful newly remodeled. Excep- 
tionally large living rooms, kitchen | 
ettes and baths. Agent on premises , 
until $ p.m. 
136 West 46th Street 
New York 




















STORE YOUR TRUNKS AT “LIBERTY” 


Safe from Dust, Fire, Vermin, Mildew, Theft—You may open your trunk 
as often as you wish. 
Pick up or delivery in New York Clity—$1.50 
Stornge per month—$1.00 each 
Liberty Moving and Storage Corp. 
43 West 64th Street, New York City TRafalear 71-6051 
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N. Y. News’ OK Bally Film 


Power of the film as a promotional medium has perhaps never 
been better demonstrated than by a 37-minute -color subject re- 
cently produced by the New York Daily News. It provides a 
pounding “sell” of the tab’s writing and writers, but never for a 
‘moment ceases to be entertaining and fast-moving. This is in part 
accomplished through an accent on various facets of show biz, 
which is logical enough in presenting a picture of New York, the 
world’s entertainment capital. 

“The Miracle of Millions” was produced, directed and narrated: 
by Herbert M. Steele, head of the News’ sales presentation depart- 
ment. Steele’s unit does nothing but make films for News’ pro- 
motion and constantly has at least one in production. “Miracle” 
took a year to make, with 25,000 feet of kodachrome shot exclu- 
sively for it. Budget ran close te $100,000. That's a lot more than 
most such outfits can or desire to spend, but the picture is truly 
worth it in the heavy play it is getting among ad agencies, news- 
paper reps, club and civic groups and all the ordinary outlets for 
16 m product. 

Film is a far cry from the usual newspaper promotion piece 
showing news han ‘ling, composing room, presses and buildings. 
For one thing, .. does some interesting and amusing direct com- 
parisons of News’ vs. New York Times’ writing, taking one story 
on the Economie Cooperatiopg Administration and showing how the 
tab in 37 terse words gave the same dope more clearly and read- 
ably than the Times did in 81 polysyllables. Concentration mostly, 
however, is on News’ writers and, by following them a good cross- 
session to section of show biz is presented. Thus the paper is 
enabled to use as “featured players” in “Miracle,” Milton Berle, 
Marlene Dietrich, Maurice Chevalier, Frank Fay, Candy Jones and 
others. They’re pictured with Ed Sullivan, Danton Walker, John 
Chapman, Jimmy Jemail, Jimmy Powers and other news’ column- 
ists and staffers. 

Original script was done by newsroom scrivener Carl Warren 
and photography by Frank B. Veber, of the sales ‘presentation 
department’s staff. Herb. 





| psnien in the Mexican magazine’ 


Cyrus Adler and Otto Clement 
'formed a new literary agency in 
Hollywood, known as the Americar 
|Copyright and Management Corp. 

Norine Foley, gossip columnist 
|for the Chicago Daily News, has 


| Hoy. 
} 


| resigned, with no replacement an- 


|; nounced as yet. June Provines is 
subbing temporarily. 

Alice Thomson has been ap- 
pointed publisher of Seventeen 
/Mmagazine. She was executive editor 
|for four years. Helen Valentine 
continues as editor-in-chief. 

Joshua Logan's introduction to 
“Building a Character,” the post- 
humous Stanislavski volume being 
published by Theatre Arts Books 
|June 17, will appear in Vogue 
mag’s June 1 issue. 

Albert Maltz’s “The Journey of 
Simon McKeever.” which 20th-Fox 
Films bought for $35,000 and 
scrapped, is a Little, Brown publi- 
cation, and not via Creative Age, 
as was erroneously credited. 

General Walter Bedell Smith, 
former U. S. ambassador to Russia, 
will be feted at the annual dinner 
of the American War Correspond- 
ents Assn. next Tuesday (10) at 
Toots Shor’s restaurant, N. Y. 

“Theatres and Auditoriums,” 
new book on theatrical design, was 
published last week by Renhold 
Corp. Authors are Edward C. Cole, 
of the Yale drama department, and 
Harold Burris-Meyer, of the drama 
department of Stevens Institute of 


Literati 





Chi Money On Compass 

Just as Chicago money through 
Marshall Field, Ill, kept the now 
defunct New York PM in business 
for many years, coin trom that 
metropolis through philanthropist 
Anita McCormick Blaine, 83-year- 
old cousin of Chicago Tribune pub- 
lisher Col. Robert R. McCormick, 
will provide the wherewithal for 
the Compass, new N. Y. daily, to 
be published by Theodore O. 


Thackrey. Thackrey, former pub- 
lisher of the N. Y¥. Post, who is 
separated from Dorothy Schiff | 
Thackrey, now _ publishing’ that 


paper, expects to start spinning the 
Compass, which will newsstand at 
10c daily, May 16. 

Thackrey holds 51° of the com- 
mon voting stock and Mrs. McCor- 
mick holds the rest, but Thackrey 
will have sole editorial control. 
Paper will be open to ads, but will 
not actively solicit advertising. 

Thackrey has purchased the 
‘equipment of the defunct N. Y. 
Star, which sueceeded PM, and will 
publish from .164 Duane street, 
N. Y. 

It’s expected that the Compass 
will follow a non-Communist left 
line. Thackrey split with his wife 
on the question of backing Henry 
A. Wallace during the iate presi- 


dential campaign, and Mrs. McCor- | 


mick was an ardent Wallace backer. 

Paul Denis, former radio editor 
of the Post, will be the Compass’ 
Broadway and entertainment col- 
umnist. 


‘Aeschylus to Miller’ 

“From Aeschylus to Arthur Mil- 
ler,” an anthology of the drama, 
will 
Schuster. 

It will be a followup of “From 
Aeschylus to O:Neill,” which the 
same house published some years 
ago, the new title covering the in- 
clusion of Miller’s “Death of a 
Salesman.” 





SRL’s 25th Anni Issue 
Saturday Review of Literature 
will celebrate its 25th anniversary 
with a birthday number Aug. 6. 
_Anni will consist of three sec- 
tions, (1) books, edited by Henry 


be published by Simon &. 


Seidel; (2) opinion, edited by Nor- | 


man Cousins, and (3) arts and en- 
tertainment, edited by John Mason 
Brown, assisted by Irving Kolodin 
and James Thrall. 





David Broekman’s 2d Book 

David Broekman. radio maestro 
and now on an NBC television quiz 
show, is working on “The Gold- 


expenses and $78,645 for debts and 
other items. The net estate faces a 
state tax of $1,571,210 and a fed- 
eral tax approaching $5,500,000. 
Chief beneficiaries named in Pat- 
terson’s will, which was filed soon 
after his death, include his widow, 
Mrs. Mary King Patterson; his son, 





James Patterson, and his three 
daughters, Mrs. Eleanor Medill 
Patterson Baker, Mrs. Alicia Pat- 
terson Guggenheim and Mrs.} 
Josephine Medill Patterson A\l- 
bright. i” 

Kinsey’s Companion Book? 

Robert Veit Sherwin, a N. Y. 
attorney, has written an interest- 


ing, informative and educational 
book called “Sex and the Statu- 
tory Law” (Oceana; $2.50) which 
tells about all the sex crimes and 
their penalties under the laws of 
all the States. 

There is a handy index in back 
of the book ‘in case you want to 
know the punishment right away) 
listing the crimes and the penalties 
in different States. There is a 
chapter of special interest to show 
biz dealing with the obscenity and 
indecency laws involving stage 
productions, script writing, acting, 
exhibition, radio and video, in- 
decent exposure of chorus girls or 
stripteasers, etc. 

Joe Laurie, Jr. 


Christophers Awards 

Six prizes totaling $40,000 were 
awarded to three novelists and 
three playwrights by The Christo- 
phers, a group founded four vears 
ago by the Rev. James Keller, a 
Maryknoll Missioner to promote 
Christian principle in public life. 
Awards were made at a luncheon 
at the Commodore hotel, N. Y., 
April 27. 

The first prize winner, George 
Locke Howe of Fulton, Md., re- 
ceived $15,000 for a Nazi spy novel, 
“Call It Treason,’ which will be 
published by Viking Press in the 
fall. 

Second place went to Mrs. Marie 
Louisell Nowinson of Chicago, who 
won $10,000 for her book, ‘The 
Martels.” 

The third prize of $5.000 went to 
Charles O’Neal of Hollywood for 
“Three Wishes.” 

Rosemary Casey of Pittsburgh 


‘headed the winners in the drama} 


mine” for Simon & Schuster, his | 


second book, which follows, “Shoe- 1 


string Symphony.” 

Latter, also via S&S, detailed 
his Tollywood adventures in a fic- 
tionized fashion. AHred de Liagre, 
Jr. is Planning to dramatize 

Symph” for Broadway legit pro- 
duetion next season. 





Patterson’s Estate 
The net estate of the late Joseph 
Medill Patterson, president of the 
News Syndicate, publishers of the 
N. Y. Daily News, was valued at 


| 


$11,186,052 in a state tax appraisal | 


filed last week in the Westchester 
Surrogate’s court. At the time of 
his death Patterson had a gross 
estate of $11.968.466. which was 


reduced by payment of $643 862, 


funeral and estate administration 


contest. Her play, ‘‘Mother Hilde- | 
brand,” won $5,000. Second prize | 
of $3,000 went to John League 
Oberg of Hollywood for “The 
Night and the Star.” The Rev. 
Urban Nagle. head of the Black- 
friars Guild of New York, took the 
third prize of $2,000 with his “City 
of Kings.” 

Judges of the contest were 
Myles Connolly, Rev. John S. Ken- 
nedy, Clare Booth Luce, Fulton 
Oursler, Katharine Cornell, Mary 
O’Hara, Eddie Dowling, Oscar 
Hammerstein 2d, Leo McCarey and 
Jo Mieiziner. 


CHATTER 

Sam Boal in Hollywood to gan- 
der the motion picture situation 
for the N.Y. Times. 

E. J. Kahn, Jr., scribe for the 
New Yorker mag, sailed on a 
European junket last week. 

William A. Rosen, advertising 
director of Seventeen magazine. 
off on three-week trip to Califor- 
nia. 

Robert Mitchum will be profiled 
in three installments by Isaac Diaz 


Technology. 


Ezra Goodman is writing a film 


column for the Los Angeles In- 
dependent; new daily being pub- 
lished by James Parton, ex-Time 


mag exec. 


He also sold a story on 


Jane Wyman to the Red Book re- 


cently but 
trating on his 
ment. 


After a 


now 
newspaper 


bitter 


intends cencen- 


assign- 


debate in the 


Missouri State Senate last week a 


proposal | to 


invite 


Westbrook 


Pegler to address the solons was 


defeated. Sen. 


H. R. Williams 


presented the invitation resolution 


and 
started. The 


immediately 
resolution failed of 


a partisan row 


adoption by a vote of 14 to 15. 

















Barbara Frazier 
Bruce Mapes Jr 
Dick Price 
Tony Bavaar 
Miehael Meehan 
Bill Knapp 

Hotel Statier 
Eddy Howard Ore 


Hotel Plaza 
Hildegarde 
Salvatere Gioe Ore 
Mark Monte Ore 
Payson Re Orc 
Nycola Matthey Or 

Le Ruban Bleu 
Bibi Osterwald 
3 Rifts 
Kirkwood & 
Goodman 
Kitty Crawford 
Norman Paris 3 
Julius Monk 


Le Coq Rouse 
Sara Ann MeCabe 
Osear Calvet Ore 
Jack Towne Orc 

Knick 
Jerry Bergen 
Bobbie Martin 
Evelyn Ward 
Walter Klavun 
Nancy Hanks 
Clara Cedrene 

Havana-Madrid 
Bob & Larry Lestie 
Haguel & Rolando 
Kenneth Buffet 
Miidred Ray Line 
Trini Reves 
Sacasas Ore 
Pancho Ore 
Hotel Belmont-Piaza 
Bette Blick 
Rich & Gibson 
Ray & Nardo 
Eddie Stone Ore 
Castellanos Ore 

Hotel Biltmere 
Phil Wayne Orc 
Hareld Nagel Ore 

Hotel Edison 


. 
Bills Next Week 
ei from page 47 —— 


| Hazel 





Fletcher & Sheidy 
Hilde garde 
Halliday 
Bob Downey 
Webster 
Harold Fonville 
Hotel Ambassader 
Fred Oliver Ore 
William Adler Ore 
William Seotti 
Penthouse 
Gigi Durston 
Mark Sebastian 
Kurt Maier 
Riviera 
Danny Thomas 
Vie Damone 
Judd Lynne 
Jeff Clay 
Walter Nye Orc 
Lecuona Boys Orc 
Savannah 
Billy Daniels 
Teddy Hales 
DePaur & Toulag 
Manhattan Paul 
Ida James 
Ruth Mason 
Pauline Bryant 
Shotsie Davis 
Rosetta Davis 
Estrelita 
Lucille Dixon Ore 
Versailles 
Jean Sablon 
Bob Grant Ore 
Panchito Ore 
Village Barn 
Red Ingle Ore 
Karen Tedder 
Masked Marvel 
Nystrom 3 
Piute Pete 
Allen & Noble 
Village Vanguare 
Josh White 
Roger Price 
Marian Bruce 
© Williams 
Cyril Haines 3 
Waldorf-Astoria 
Merton Downey 


Henry Jerome Orc Eddy Duchin Ore 
No 1 Fifth Ave Mischa Borr Ore 
CHICAGO 
Blackhawk Harry Hall 


Al Trace Ore 
Bob Vincent 
Jackie Van 
Red Maddock 
Dave DeVore 
Lee Pines 
Hotel Bismarck 
Gypsy Markoff 
Joe Isbell 
J Brewer Ore 
Heisings 
Al Morgan 
Evelyn Terry 
Lenny Colyer 
Frankie Ilyle 
Billy Chandler Ore 
H Edgewater Beach 
Henry Brandon Ore 
Marianne Fedele 
Preston Lambert 
D Hild Dancers (6) 
George Tapps 
The Carltons 2) 
Chez 
Joe E. Lewis 
Geneve Dorn 
Barry Sis 
Blair & Dean 
Chez Paree 
Adorables 
| Rodriquez Orc 
C Davidson © (11) 
Sherman Hote! 
Margaret Gibson 
Gloria Van 


Paree 


Kirby Hawks 
Ed Prentiss 
Bill Snyder Ore 
Charles Tate 
Hotel Stevens 
“Skating Cireus” 
Betty Atkinson 
Charles Hain 
Wonder Wheelers 
Brinekmann Sis. 
Skating Blvdear:+ 
Charlies & Lucille 
dseck Raffloer 
jerry Mapes 
G & B Du Ray 
Gloria Bondy 


' Buddy Rust 


Paimer House 
Barclay Ailen O 
T & S De Mareo 
Margaret Phelan 

‘one te filb 

Blackstone 
Peter Lind Hayes 
Mary Healy 
D. La Salle Ore +1?) 

Vine Gardens 

Lind Brus +3) 
Ada. Lynne 
Ruth Day 
Mel Cole Ore 

Pancho Ore 

Sitver Frelics 
Marie Lawler 
Jimmy Ames 
Frolic Lovelies ‘4 


Bud Prentice Ore 


| think it’s so hard to play baseball with one leg. 
'one of the best known one-legged pitchers in the Cactus League. I 
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$ SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


” 


By Frank Scully »++++0++0++¢+0+ 


Ball Point, Penn., May 1. 

Except for one angle of “The Stratton Story,” I couldn’t whip up a 
dissenting opinion even if I threw the fate Justiee Oliver Wendell 
Holmes’ book of negations at the whole Critics Circle. And even this 
part of an otherwise magnificent picture was perhaps to the rest of the 
world the truest part of all. I refer to the post-operative phase of the 
ballplayer’s convalescence, weeks after he had had his right leg ampu- 
tated following an accident while hunting in Texas. 

Most people feel that Jimmy Stewart. in revealing self-pity to the 
point where he is surly to his mother and wife, was simulating an au- 
thentic torment. Especially when you consider that the characier 
portrayed was a pitcher at the top of his big league career now re- 
duced to a one-legged cripple and no money left even to buy pencils. 

But to one who had gone through all the torture Stratton had en- 
dured ‘(and possibly some beyond his quota), this was one of those 
things which everybody believes but simply isn’t so. Not that I never 
had moments when I couldn't stand the gaiety of Schopenhauer, but ] 
never passed themron to my womenfolk. As proof of this I recall a scene 
in the Belvedere Clinique on the Riviera, where I endured a major 
amputation without anaesthetic. After 10 weeks of this horrible hori- 
zontal existence my little Alice, acting as day nurse, told me the cheer- 
ful news that the patient in the next room was going home. 

“Does anybody ever get out of this place alive?” I asked. 

It produced such a bellylaugh in both of us that I felt, even flat on 
my back, I must be pretty good. 

But I can assure the world that except for consciously battling for 
my life for every minute of the first 24 hours after the amputation, I 
hadn't the slightest doubt that sooner or later I would get out of that 
chophouse alive. 

Once over this low hurdle involving morale among convalescents, | 
was all admiration and envy for the way the writers built up Stratton’s 
character and made his comeback not only believable but a thing to 
cheer. 

It’s true I felt a distinct pain in my derriere when I first saw Stewart 
come home on crutches. But this was mostly because I have a very 
sensitive stump and imagined the two-legged Stewart must have suf- 
fered more with a healthy leg strapped against his rump than most 
amputees do with theirs cui off. 

Shall We Dance? 

I wouldn't say I had never met any amputee who wore his melan- 
cholia on his sleeve. I recall one pilot that Mom Lehr asked me to 
talk to. She was then running Hollywood's greatest contribution to 
the war effort, the Hollywood Guild Canteen. She explained that she 
had tried for weeks to buck the guy up, but with no success. 

When I found that only 10 weeks had transpired between his wound, 
his amputation and the fitting of a high-class artificial leg and that, 
further, he suffered no sciatic pain, I assured him he would be dancing 
in a year. 

His lip curled as if it had been worked over by Toni. 
kiddin’?” he asked. 

I assured him I wasn’t and went on to tell him why: 
with tales of Long John Siiver and wooden-legged soldiers I had 
known—guys like Laurence Stallings, Herbert Marshall, Walter Du- 
ranty, Alexander de Seversky, St. John Ervine, Kurt Newman and Ted 
Lawson. 

Mom Lehr called me over to meet some more of her boys. -1 was at 
the place about three hours. Every half hour or so the pilot would 
hobble over and repeat sarcastically: “Dancing within a year.” But each 
time he said it he did so with less doubt, and before I left he was smil- 
ing when he said it. Within a vear he had made good my prognosis. 

Falsies That Far Down? 

The amazing thing about Stratton was that he could pivot and balance 
o perfectly on an artificial leg. For myself I have tried all models in 
all countries, and always failed. I even had one duraluminum leg that 
had three speeds forward and one reverse and took longer to make than 
a Rolls Royce. After a sneakview they took it back for 10 days to pad 
the calf so as to give it sex appeal, and [I assure you that if you blind- 
folded a casting director he'd be fooled into believing the gam was 
Grable'’s. ~ 

But this leg, like all others, had a tendency to buckle. It threw me 
as would a bucking bronco. [| finally threw it in a cupboard and went 
back to my hand-tooled hopalongs. 

Having observed practically blind people play ball by rolling the 
horsehide down a white line and batting much like golfers, I don’t 
In faet, to this day I’m 


++ 





“Are you 


I regaled him 


have struck out many notables—among them being Dr. Ralph Mellon, 
once director of Méilon Institute and before that the second best ball 
player to George Sisler ever turned out of the U. of Michigan. Others 
who were mowed down by my curves were Carl Brisson, J. P. McEvoy, 
Harry Carey, Silas Newton, Rudy Vallee, Jim Tully, A. Brigham Rose, 
Yascha Paii, and, if I'm not building from here, Esther Williams, 
Celeste Holm, Ellen Drew and Babe Didrickson. 
The Cracked Pitcher Reveals All 

How I do it must still remain top seeret to these magnifieoes, but 
my props are plain to all. I take an orange crate, reinforce its sides, 
stand it on end and pitch from a sitting-standing position. I have a slow 
ball that drives impatient people crazy. Most of them swing seconds too 
soon, others miss it because of the drop. Being civilized people, our 
opponents permit me a runner provided he or she is not over six years 
old and starts from at least eight feet behind the plate. We have one 
other ground rule. That is when Nonny. four, or indeed any moppct 
under six, is on our side and up to bat, the opposing pitcher gets three 
chances to hit their outstretched bat and if he fails, he’s out! 

Barring these few changes our game is just as sane as a big league 
game is to a visiting Frenchman, though possibly not as fast-paced as 
Sam Wood paces the games in “The Stratton Story.” 

Wood reels the same believability and balance in “Stratton” as he 
showed in “The Pride of the Yankees.” Wood, incidentally. is the best 
in the business when dealing with subjects of this character. [I met 
him for the first time in 24 years the other day, and as we lunched 1 
told him that the day before I had been within 10 miles of where I had 
met him originally. I asked him if he could guess where that was. 

Change Here For Oracle 

Believing that more help from the audience is what this world needs, 
I added that the place was within 500 miles of Hollywood. He first 
guessed San Diego, then San Francisco and finally gave up. I had to 
teil him it was Oracle, Arizona. He beamed with pleasure as I thus 
ushered him down memory lane. He looked as if 25 years had been 
gauzed away in a minute. ’ 

“The Mine With the Iron Door,” he said. 
old Negro who was a scout with Buffalo Bill. 

“Bill Neill,” I said. 

“And that beautiful wife of his? A Cherokee princess, wasn’t she? 
Let’s see, who did we have on that picture? Pat O'Malley, Dorothy 
Mackail, Robert Frazier, Mitch Lewis, Ray Hatton, Charlie Moran, 
George Sidney. All, all are gone, the old familiar faces.” 

“But yesterday Arizona looked more beautiful than ever,” I told him 

“In 1923 you had two legs, as I remember.” 

“Yes, but I traded one in for a werld I never knew. Today I have 
one lung, one leg, one wife and one idea, but vou never really bandicap 
a man unless you bind his mind in a splint. Only those bereft ef rea- 
son can make me weep.” 

“That's the Scully Story, eh?” 

“Yeah, that’s the Scully Story.” 


“Harold Bell Wright. The 


Ohad 


What has his name’ 
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Broadway 


Peter Lawford in from the Coast 
for a two-week stay. 

Hugh French en route to London 
after a Universal fiim stint. | 

Metro producer Joe Pasternak 
and wife in for a vacation visit. 

Sol and Fay Lesser at the Hamp- 


linked still pictures of stars made 





shire House for a three-week visit. 

Bob (ABC exec veepee) Kintner | 
to the Coast and a Palm Springs | 
siesta. ; | 

Ciss and Ben Henry in on the) 
Queen Mary; he’s U’s foreign head | 
in Britain. 

Scot comedian Harry Gordon 
sailing for America on the Queen | 
Elizabeth Friday (6). | 

Lester Rose, publicist, into Park | 
East hospital, after suffering re-| 
lapse of stomach ailment. — sil 
- Norman Bel Geddes and his wife | 
returned from Copenhagen yester-~ | 
day (Tues.) on the. Batory. | 

Liam Redmond, Irish player, | 
back to Europe after completing a 
U assignment, his first on this side. 

Frank Capra’s library sold for | 
$66,948 at public auction held last | 
week in the Parke-Bernet Gal-| 
leries. 


Hollywood sojourn. 

Lili Palmer’s sister, Irene Pra- 
dor, British television star, due in 
this week for a three-week visit, 
her first time over. 

Hal Rosson, Metro cameraman, 
and Stanley Donen, co-director for 
“On the Town” due in from the 
Coast tomorrow (Thurs.). 

Irving Geist, w. k. in show biz, 
hosting a private preview for his 
Knickerbocker Motors (Ford 
agency) on 6th and 18th, May 11. 

Mrs. Martin (Louise) Beck mak- 
ing her first European trip since 
38, sailing on the Queen Elizabeth 
June 30. Will beagone six weeks. 


Bob Weitman, N. Y. Paramount|mo of the Hotel Astor’s famed | 


managing director, due back late 
this week from inspection trip of 
southern theatres now under his 
wing. 

Milt Pickman, partner in the 


new (Felix) Ferry-Pickman talent | Of course I miss my many friends | 


agency on the Coast, returns to 
Hollywood today (Wed.) after four 
days east. 

George Cukor, Metro director, 
arrived from Coast for preliminary 
work on “Adam’s Rib” which in- 
cludes number of New York ex- 
terior shots. 

Al Margolies in England for 
several months handling publicity 
on “Stage Fright,” which Alfred 
Hitchcock will produce there for 
Warner Bros. 

Jack Dailey, manager of opera- 
tions at N. Y. Music Hall, to 
Lenox Hill hospital for routine 
checkup; won’t be back for a cou- 
ple of weeks. ; 

Joe Laurie, Jr., doing a piece on 
the yesteryear Palace for the Sun- 
day Times magazine section, predi- 
cated of course, on the theatre’s 
vaude “comeback.” 


Peggy Cummins to Rome for ay 
Gregory Ratoff (Col) picture, after 


she completes “Gun Crazy” for the 
King Bros., on the Coast, co- 
starred with John Dall. 

Allen Meltzer out of the hospital 
after coronary attack and will oper- 
ate his publicity business on a more 
modified scale. Leaves for Florida 
recuperation next week. 

Mrs. Hal ‘Lee) Horne and daugh- 
ter, Barbara, planing to Paris Mon- 
day (9) en route to Israel. They 
return to Paris June 22 for several 
weeks stay before heading home. 

If all the showfolk slated to so- 
journ on the Continent this sum- 
mer, on business or pleasure, con- 
summate their plans, only the bus- 
boys will be left around Romanoff's 
and 21. 

Marie Girolami, daughter of 
Louis Girolami, sound engineer for 
Movietonews, scheduled to wed 
Metopera tenor Giuseppe De Ste- 
fano at St. Patrick’s Cathedral 
May 23. 


Ida Lupino and her _ husband, | 


Collier Young, arrive in New York 
today (Wed.) to confab with Film 
Classics execs on release of her 
first indie production venture, “Not 
Wanted.” 

Steve Miller, American public- 
ity rep for J. Arthur Rank in Brit- 
ain, leaves for the Coast tomor- 
row (Thurs.) for a 10-day stay. Mrs. 
Miller, who is expecting, is remain- 
ing in London. 


Herbert Wilcox dickering with | 


Cheryl Crawford: for the London 
legit rights to “Love Life.’ Brit- 


ish producer sees the musical as_ 


a vehicle for Anna Neagle (Mrs. 
Wilcox) and Michael Wilding. 

Clifford C. Fischer, the interna- 
tional agent-manager, now fully 
recovered from a_ bad _ pleurisy 
siege, expects to sail in three or 
four weeks for Paris where he 
maintains a permanent apartment. 

Jane Barrett, Rank star who 
completed “‘Eureka Stockade” 
n Aussie, back in N. Y., following 
the film’s London preem, to visit 
her husband, an American resident 
here, whom she married in Eng- 
jand. 

Indicating that the 


| (21) Kriendler. 
|the Herbert Wilcoxes 
| Neagle) on the Queen Mary, May 


| 20, following a detour to Holly- 


enlarged | 


Madison Sq. Garden project is 
stymied, at least for the time being, 
the 58th St. property behind the’! 
Cosmopolitan theatre, on Colum-' 
bus Circle, has been sold for a) 
parking lot. 

Flip-O-Vision, a series of closely- | 


up in booklet form, is a new tieup 
with Topps gum. Crosby, Hope, 
Vallee, Kirk Douglas, Margaret | 
O’Brien and Jimmy Stewart are set 
for the stunt. 

Edmund Grainger, Republic pro- | 
ducer who’s readying “Sands of 
Iwo Jima,” left for the Coast over 
the weekend after a brief stay in| 
town for homeoffice confabs. He’s 
accompanied by his location man- | 
ager, John Bourke. 

Norman’ Siegel, Paramount’s | 
studio ad-pub chief, in town for 10 | 
days of huddles with homeoffice | 
execs on up-and-coniing film re- | 
leases. Siegel will also put in an 
appearance at Par’s New York re- 
gional sales meet next week. 

Tex O’Rourke went soft on Dick 
Rodgers and Oscar Hammerstein, 
2d, who were the “fall guys” at 
last Friday’s Circus Saints & Sin- 
ners shindig and admitted, in the 
final “insult’’ sumup, that “the boys 








Abe Aaronson, operator of the | wrote lots of wonderful stuff.” 
400 and Embassy Clubs in London, | 


back to Britain this week after a | 


Michael Wilding, British juve- 
nile, first time over, saw the Staten 
Island ferry tour with Alfred 
Hitchcock and the Yanks with Pete 
He returns with 
(Anna 


_ wood and one day in Frisco. 
George Gershwin Memorial 


| Fund $1,000 scholarship award will | 


| be presented to Ned Rorem, 25- 
year-old composer, at the fifth an- 
nual Gershwin memorial concert 

| Saturday (7) at Carnegie Hall, N. Y. 

| Mishel Piastro will conduct a 70- 

| piece augmented Symphonette, 
with Alec Temlpeton as soloist. 

| Nick Lorang, veteran major do- 


| Hunting Room, . te residing in 
| Binghamton, N. Y., writes, “Up 


| here in my retirement, the world | studios finished in May. This in| 


| 
t 
| 
} 


|“Show Business,” to be published 


| filmster), was 


London 


J. J. Shubert in London, taking 
in most of the West End shows. 
Harry Alan Towers is author of 


May 19. , 

Bob Williams replaces Gil Mai- 
son in “Latin Quarter” revue at 
London Casino, May 23. 

Honorary degree of Doctor of 
Law conferred on Emlyn Williams 
by Duke of Edinburgh at Bangor 
Univ. 

Eric Linklater’s “Love in Al- 
bania” opening at the Lyric, Ham- 
mersmith, June 6, with Peter Usti- 
nov starring and directing. 

Henry Sherek and Philip Booth’s 
“Twice Upon a Time,” by Tedwell 
Chapman, which opened at the St. 
Martin’s April 21, closes May 6. 

John Mills, operator of the Mil- 
roy night club, London, (not the 
seriously injured 
|along with his wife in an auto 
| accident near Paris. 


| American, 


“Somewhere in Europe” spending 
a month in Paris on business. 
Romans will soon be reading 
Billy Rose’s column, “Pitching 
Horseshoes,” in the .Rome Daily 


Charles Rutherford and Glenn 
Alvey, who have been filming tele- 
vision shorts in Italy for Coronet 
Films, have gone to France for a 
couple months to make shorts 
about little-visited rural areas. 


Mexico City 
By D. L. Grahame 


Circo Arriola, Spanish circus, 
doing well here. 





Hollywood 


Paul La Riviere hospitalizeq for 
major surgery. 

Ted Briskin planed to Chicago to 
wage ey. “—" 

0 ameron to Birmi 
Ala., to ride in a rodeo. menems, 

Darcy Miller in town after talent 
for autumn shows on Broadway 

Eleanor Powell in town afier 
three months of stage appearances 
in Europe. 

Dane Clark sprained an ankle 
in a chase sequence in “Barricade” 
at Warners. 

Kirk Douglas in town after foyp 
weeks in the east, exploiting 
“Champion.” 





Joan Page, U. S. songstress, 


Sherrill Cowdin returned to his 


headlining at the Teatro Tivoli,| Metropolitan Theatres desk after 


vaude house. ; 
Cine Soto, new 3,600-seat cin-| 


ema, has opened, to make the 95th | 


hospital siege. 
Jane Russell returned from 
three weeks of personal appear. 


cinema here. ae in Chicago. 


Mona Gildes, French songstress, 
star of “Bonjour Mexico,” topping | 





| Phyllis Calvert sailing on the | 
Queen Mary May 13 to make an-| 
jother pic under her Paramount | 
| contract. Star will be accompanied 
| by husband Peter Murray Hill. 
| Having broken records at the 
{small Embassy theatre with an 
| average weekly take of $3,500, “On 
'Monday Next” is moving to the 
| West End, slated for the Comedy. 
| Gilbert Wakefield adapting Mar- 
cel Achard’s current Parisian com- 
edy success, “Nous Irons a Val- 
paraiso,” for stage presentation 
| here and in America under title of 
| “My Little Obolinski.” 
Dennis Van Thal, casting direc- 
{tor at Pinewood Studios for the 
|past three years, is leaving the 
| Rank Organization to become a 
producer for Wessex Film Produc- 
| tions. He’ll also be on the board. 


| Germany 


Follies vaude bill. | 

Newest nitery is named Cancan. | 
Uses cancan in its publicity art | 
but not in its floor shows. 

Four cinemas in Torreon, heart 
of Mexico’s cotton belt, closed by | 
a strike to enforce a 75% pay hike. 

Martha Roth, recent Queen of 
Sports here, inked for pix this and 
next year by Filmadora Chapul- 
tepec. 

Conchita Cinturon, femme bull- 
fighter, socko in her one show here 
after month’s layoff due to being | 
gored in Guadalajara. 


Dublin 


By Maxwell Sweeney 
Abbeyites Brian O’Higgins and 
Rita Foran to marry soon. | 
Novelist Frank O’Connor has/| 
joined BBC’s “Brains Trust” team. | 
Harry O’Donovan mulling Irish | 
tour for “Arsenic and Old Lace.” | 











By B. H. Liebes 
Babelsberg will have three more 


/with head office execs. 
Legiter Charles 


| looks good. Quiet, peaceful. finest | addition to five studios opened re-| switched to musical comedy for 


| drinking water and air available. 


|made over a period of 43 years at 
| the Astor.” 

Jack L. Warner and Henry Gins- 
| berg are not due in for tonight's 
| UJA dinner in N. Y., as reported, 
| since both film studio heads offici- 
,;ate tomorrow (Thurs.) at the 
| United Jewish Welfare Fund din- 
iner at the Bevhills hotel, where 
| Darryl 

Reynolds also will be among the 
| Speakers. 

Milton H. Biow, 
| booked on the first postwar east- 
| bound voyage on the Ile de France 
| July 30, taking his married son 
|and his wife on their belated 

honeymonn. Mrs. Milton Biow 
| (Melisse) will have preceded them 
| on an early July sailing. Incident- 


pects to be wed (her second try) 
within this month. 





Chicago 

Booker Paul Marr hosted at ban- 
quet by Entertainment Managers 
Assn. of Chicago. 

Hal Block in town to discuss two 
Chi originating TV programs, for 
which he will do the gag writing. 

Film actress June Allyson will 
be outfitted in a uniform and made 
honorary member of Chi White 
on May 7, “Monty Stratton 

ay.” 





Attorney William Saltiel off to 
| Hollywood and confabs on the 
| “Runyon of Broadway” pic. Saltie! 


shall Grant Pictures. 


Marine Corps film unit moves 


| into Rockford, IIl., to shoot docu- 
| mentary, “Pride of Main Street, 


| U.S.A.” City was chosen by Marine | 


| Corps as a typical town. Will be 
,0n location there for about six 
_ weeks, 


meeneenademmennemenminammeene 








F. Zanuck and Quentin | 


cently. 

Gerd Froebe, who had the lead 
in “Berlin Ballad,” has been signed 
|for “The Adventures of the Brave 
Soldier Schwezk.” 
| Palast Lichtspiele in Stuttgart, 
| seating 1,300 and one of_ South 
Germany’s biggest, reopened show- 
|ing the pic “Fregola.” 

Hannelore Schroth hired for the 
lead role in the film “Derby,” to 
be produced by Real Film Co. Di- 
‘rector is Roger von Norman. 
Cordial Film Co. is_ shooting 


Dublin revival of “Waltzes from | 
| 


| Vienna.” 


Jerry Kaufman returned to the 


flackery at Warners after five 


months at Liberty. 


Dana Andrews checked out of 
St. Joseph’s Hospital to recover 
at home from virus attack. 

Dana Andrews reported improy- 
ing after running a high fever in 
St. Joseph’s hospital, Burbank. 

Charles Ruggles returned from 
Germany, with a stopover in Paris, 
where he huddled with his brother, 
Wesley. 

Robert Montgomery taking 
time off to narrate and appear in 
a Navy document about the new 
superplane.. 

Paul Williams resigns as genera] 
counsel of Soutnern California 
Theatre Owners Assn. to go into 
private practice. 

Cary Grant taking screen tests 
at 20th-Fox to determine whether 
he has regained enough weight to 
return to work in “I Was a Male 
War Bride.” 

Darryl F. Zanuck, Quentin Rey- 
nolds and Reuven Dafni, Israel 


Bertie Elliman, Irish manager | Consul, will be honor guests at 
of British Lion, to London for talks | 0Pening of United Jewish Welfare 
| fund 1949 drive. 


Carey has! 


Film toppers‘at the Biltmore to 
pay respects to Harry M. Warner 
for work in behalf of the American 
Friendship Train and French 


| _W. P. Cant, owner of provincial | Gratitude Train. 


|cinema chain, named new prexy | 


| of Irish Theatre and Cinema Assn. 
; Bernard Markey, Capitol, Dublin, 


} 
| 
| 
| is vice-prez. | 


Cyril Cusack to London for co- 
starring role with Jennifer Jones 
,and Derek Farr in Michael Powell’s 
_ production of “Gone to Earth”: for 
the Archers. 











the adman, 


| ally, Biow’s daughter, Patricia, ex- | 


“Nights at the Nil,” starring Sonja 
Ziemman, at studios in Berlin. 
Director is Albert Maria Rabenalt. | 
Ilse Werner, after making one} 
more picture with director Hans! — . 
Schweikart, will move to America| minimum user of NBC programs 
in the fall. She has an American | while the latter, on its part, would 
spouse. insure a supply of a certain num- 
Cologne’s Zuelpicher theatre has | ber of hours weekly. 


RCA’s Rentals 


Continued from page 3 





signed Harold Paulsen, Werner 

|Finck, Rudolf Platts, Heil Finken-| | 4° ,RCA scheme calls for the 
|zeller and Hilde Krahl as the start | Production and servicing of the- 
of an ambitious summer program.|@tré TV sets running into the 
| DEFA is currently shooting | thousands, it is said. While the 
“Marriage of East and West,” with company may first use Broadway 
| theme based on the divided border | as a break-in point, idea would be 
| between East and West Germany. | to follow up almost immediately in 





is chairman of the board of Mar-. 


_ Gustav von Wangenheim directs 
| with Inge von angenheim, Ar- 
thur Monier and Frtiz Tillman in 
leading roles. 

| Paul Verhoeven, whose first 
ero tote pic, “You Are Not Alone,” 
_ became a smash hit, has signed for 
‘four more pix this year. He’ll di- 
rect the first one, “The Town Is 
|Full of Secrets,” and take. main 
‘roles in “Muller, Ring Six Times,” 
the musical “The Stolen Melody” 
and “The Prophet.” 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 
Gali Gali and Marian Callahan 
head Nixon Cafe show. 
_Don Taylor, local screen actor, 
| signed long-termer with Metro. 

' Terrace Room has Kay Vernon, 
Charlie Cart and the McArthurs in 
its new show. 

William Penn Hotel plans com- 








Can. Population 


Continued from page 5 








| eae ae 
| after a five-month Florida stay for 
| his health, believes this new in- 
flux will provide Canada with its 
| largest film audience in history. 
He feels these additional audiences 
| are the indie and small circuit ex- 
hibitors salvation in the Dominion. 
otherwise a Canadian decree re- 


stricting the big Canadian theatre. 


chains, as in the U. S.. is inevit- 
able. 


Television is also starting to as- 
sert itself in the Dominion. Video, 
according to Franklin, has started 
to pose a problem in Toronto which 


| gets programs from Buffalo. and 


Windsor which can tune in Detroit. 
There’s already talk of building 
tele transmitters by other commer- 
cial stations in that country. Frank- 
lin observes that the film industry 
can best meet tele’s inroads by 
making better pictures. 


plete overhaul on the Terrace 
Room this summer. 
Russ Morgan band playing Ches- 


A-Rena for one night May 12 un-| 


der Lions Club auspices. 

Steve Murray, Marion Frances 
and Tommy and Jeanie Mahoney 
in new Carousel line up. 


Rome 
By Helen McGill Tubs 

Director Victor Stoloff in from 
Paris. 

Gregory Ratoff expected back in 
Rome May 15. 

Alan Curtis has moved to a villa 
on the outskirts of Rome. 

Michael Stern off to Milan and 
Brechau for some leciures. 


Actress Constance Dowling suf- , 


fering from a throat infection. 


other sectors of the country. 
Servicing and Rates 


TOA and NBC negotiators, it is 
said, are seeking now to formulate 
possible program servicing and 
rates on paper. When that is done, 
the proposal will be formally sub- 
| mitted to TOA’s television commit- 
|tee, chairmanned by Mitchell 
| Wolfson and Walter Reade, Jr. If 
the dickering goes smoothly, it is 
likely that the plan will come up 
before the joint meeting of TOA 





Engineers slated for Thursday (5). 


_Under the scheme as now en- 
visaged, NBC would provide pre- 
grams on closed circuits, thus in- 
suring their exclusivity. Bell Sys- 
|*em engineers, on being ap- 
| proached, have opined that the 
| telephone wires are suitable for 
| Station-to-station theatre hookup. 





| On the closed-circuit basis, it is not | 


thought that the Federal Commu- 
nications Commission would inter- 
fere. Wayne Coy, FCC chairman, 
_has already given curbstone opin- 
‘ions that the FCC would not con- 
sider a closed circuit within its 
| jurisdiction, 

| NBC officials, led by Charles R. 
| Denny, exec veepee, do not con- 
| Sider the network’s proposal to 
| Supply programs as a reversal of 
\its previous stand. NBC, along 
with other webs, has objected to 


theatres picking up programs | 


beamed on the airways. The nix, 
however, was based on the fact 
that the theatres did not have a 
| license from the station to do so, 
it is stressed, and not to the prac- 
| lice with a license. 


| NBC also indicates that a “rea- 


and the Society of Motion Picture | 





Minneapolis 
By Les Rees 


” at Arena for three 
drawing near-capacity 


| “Tee Follies, 
| weeks, 
| crowds, 

Spike Jones drew capacity for 
'one-nighter at St. Paul Audi- 
torium. 

Mel Torme and Jean Carroll 
into Prom Ballroom with Perry 
Martin orch. 

| Nancy Evans and Maria Neglia 
|'with Danny Ferguson at Hotel 
| Kadisson Flame Room. 

Hotel Nicollet Minnesota Ter- 
‘race has Mare Ballero, Consolo & 
Melba and Wayne Gregg orch. 

Record-breaking auvance sale 
| for annual Metropolitan Opera sea- 
son’s four performances at 
Northrop Auditorium, May 12-14. 

“Finian’s Rainbow” set for Lyce- 
um May 16. 


Miami Beach 
By Lary Solloway : 

Jorge Fasola orch into Delmonico 
hotel. 

Oscar Hammerstein in town for 
some sun. 

Jack Parker, former manager of 
‘Lord Tarleton (Hyde Park), off to 
| Arizona and new post as director 
of El Rancho Diablo in Tucson. 

Alan Courtney, vet disc joc 
programmer from Y., joined 
group of spinners-gabbers here 
'with nightly stint emanating from 
Keen’s via indie WINZ. 





Cannes 


Steve Crane, settled in his Cap 
,d’Antibes villa, at the Chevalier 
|show with French actress Martine 
Carol, rumored to be the next Mrs. 
Crane. ; 
Marty Schwartz, of Hollywood's 
Chinese and Egyptian theatres, 
| back from a week in Paris, —— 
mined to put off his projecte 
sailing of next week. . 
| The American aircraft carrier, 
| “Philippine Sea,” in Golf-Juan 
'Cannes harbor, anchored _almos 
| smack in front of Ali Khan’s villa, 
Chateau de L’Horizon. Rita an 
Ali still keeping everyone guess 
‘ing as to date of marriage, if any. 
‘Latest rumor is May 15, as the 
Aga Khan must leave few days 
later for English racing season. 
Maurice Chevalier has | an 
his new film, “Le Roi” | — 
| King”) at the Victorine Studios 1 
‘Nice, for Speva Films. Film, pire 
‘duced by Michel Safra and or 
| Paulve, and directed by Mare"s A 
‘bert Sauvageon, finds Cheva ie 
‘back in same type of role whic 
‘first brought him American fame. 





Peter and Valerie Moore have Sonable fee” would be sought scaled | Marks first time he can make pic: 


! 


returned from a trip to Madrid for 9D ‘he character of the program 


London Films. 
| Gezo Radvanyi, director of 


jand the size and nature of the 


theatre. 


|ture, do radio show and still — 9 
in his beloved Cannes villa, 
Louque.” 
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Laine Solid Smash 
In Grove Bow 


Frankie Laine 
opened at the Ambassador's Cocoanut 
Grove Tuesday night to a capacity and 
pleased audience. 't was a gala 
night with Laine making his second 
appearance in the Grove, He sang at 
least 20 popular tunes that were high 
on his recording list. 

Carl Fischer, Laine’s accompanist, 
deserves a bow for his part in the 
show. Laine should keep the Grove 
jumpin’ for the next four weeks. 
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ent commitments are preventing 
him from courting television, out- 
side of a guest spot or two, the 
singer br tieves strongly in the 
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future of television and js ready 
to take to the seewaves at any 
time. 

Frankie’s popularity still is at 
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its peak. He jammed the Cocoa- 
nut Grove on his Tuesday night 
opening and even the usherettes 
were applauding his singing as 
they guided late-comers to tables 


I suppose I'm 
never comes to co 
everyone else has 


.» since Frankie did only the one GREAT, 
show on opening night (he does He is a 
two as a regular feature) he gave and if you’ 


the customers their moncy’s 
worth, singing for a little over 
an hour. His fans loved it! 

* * * 
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